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Hello everyone, and a Happy New Year to You all. Thanks to all of v7ou who gent ug
cards - obviously with nearly 400 members wa can't send cards to everyone, much ag
wa might like to. Howevaer, we do appreciate vour cards and we ware thinking of you
all over Chrigstmas.

We would like to thank Michael Simpson for the Christmas graphics which we used Zor
the last newslettar. They arrived when Janet was in the middle of printing the
masters so we weren't able to acknowledgae them in the newsletter. They havae peen
well received.

We mentioned in the last nawsletter that the three or us live over 3 hours drive
apaxrt — a bit like being at aach corner of a triangle - and we were slightly

weekend. We made allowances for this and did as much of the newsletter as posgible
in advance. It is a good thing we did as Sheila's maother hasn't been keeping too
well and Sheila, understandably, didn't want to leave her alone for the weekend.
Since Shella 1s the driver it would have been difficult for Valerie to get threugh
to Janat's as well. What this means is that although most of the newslatter will be
edited and proof read, some late items, articles and this letter won't be. Please
bear this in mind when reading the newslettar as although the computer catches
Janet's obvious gpelling mistakes, Sheila and Valerie are the experts when 1t comes
to English.

T-SHIRTS - We've found a source of good quality T-shirts that is a little cheaper
that the other place we priced. We don't think wa're likely to get one cheaper than
this without a massive drop in the quality of the shirt. The £insl price for a
white shirt with the IDIC logo is £6 including P & P; orders to Shedils, please,
stating the size you want (small, medium, large or extra large) by Feb. 28. Please
allow 28 days after that for us to geT the shirts printed and sent out. We're
investigating the poeglbility of getting badges made - watch thig spacel

Wa hope a lot of you saw This 18 Your Life on December 27th (repeated 28th).

William Shatner was the subject. We didn't hear anything we didn't already know,
but it was fun seeing his reactions to his fallow gtars. Thanks to those of you who
found out about it beforehand and let us know. We tried to pass word round, but we
didn't have that much time to let folk know. For those who missed 1t Karen has done
8 write-up.

We have a separata STV section in this newsletter as saome of you have gent in a
mixture of comments and reviews. We suspect most members will have said what they
want to on STV now and in future we'll just ineclude any comments in the Pogtbag.

For those of you who think STV ig old news, please remember that some outlying areas
of Britain are only getting the f1lm now.
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Although a number of people said beforehand that they thought a quiz, with an entry
fee to go to the guide dogs, was a good idea, wa've actually had a very poor
response to it — only 4 members sent in entries. Whether this was just because it
was Christmas, and people didn't have much time to think about it, we can't know,

but it deoesn't seem worth while trying that idea for fund-raising again, at least at
thia time of year. Quite a lot of you have written to say you are in favour of IDIC
spongoring a Guide Dog so we are going to go ahead and try to raise the money. If
you have any ideas how we could raise money to finance a dog, please let us now.

We would like to say hello to our friends in Star Trekkers ACO, Florida. We enjoy
your newsletters and they are a useful source of information. New IDIC members may
1ika to know that we have a membership exchange with Star Trekkers. Wea don't list
them under clubsg ag they don't charge a membership fee and are unlikely to be able
to cope with an influx of members. They are basically a group of penfriends
corresponding through one central publication. We believe this type of <lub is
popular in the States but we can't think of any similar ones in Britain.

We would like to make a comment regarding the Post Bag Section as we know of at
least one member who thought that Valerie's defence of the SFX in STV was in
responsae to some negative letters we printed in the laat newsletter. It is our
policy not to respond to your letters in the newsletter they are printed in unless
we feal for some reason they need an editorial comment — and we do try to limit
these. After all, you don't want to read our views all the time - it would limit
discussion. If we feal we do want to respond to any letter we would do it, under
our own name, in the following newsletter. So do remember, if you see a
contribution from any of us in the Postbag it is not in response to any letter or
article in that newsletter. Usually cur perscnal comments are written before the
Postbag section is put together, and certainly in Sheilla and Valerie's case before
they _pad any of the newnlettar.

Does anyone kniow Joan Foxlaey? Owvar Christmas she sent an enquiry about zines, but
forgot to put a return address ont She isn't an IDIC member so we have no way of
responding to her, and we hate leaving enquiries unanawered. If you do know harp,
could you ask her to write Shella again, giving her address.

Our thanks to Teresa Abbott, Irane Ambrose, Scott Carrilck, Sandy Catchick, Shella
Cornall, Ray Dowsett, Barbara Ellams, Catherine Flavin, Terry Giffiths, Janice
Hawkins, Paul Heath, Christine Jones, Brenda Kelsey, Maria Muhlman, Mike Mullen, Val
Rogers, Star Trekkers ACO, Linda Wood and anyone we have inadvertently forgottan to
mention, for sending in information and/or cuttings.

Thanks also to Jean Barron, Bear Shop, Helen Cakebread, Sheila Cornall, Sue Embury,
Mark French, Alleen Irvine, Muriel Jarrett, Corinne Meyar, Maria Muhlman, Ann
Neilson, Janet & Anna Oliwa, Karen Savage, Karen Sparks, Maggie Symon, Helen White,
Edward Woo and everyone else who has sent in used stamps for tha Guide Dogs for the
Blind Association. We must give a specisl thank you to those of you who have
trimmed the stamps, especially Jean Barron who sent in a pile of stamps and Allison
Rocnaey (one of Sheila's Chain Gang who help get the newsletter ready for posting).
We have receilved a lot of stamps recently, and the thought of trimming them all was
daunting. Allsion came in one night when Sheaila was snipping away, and immediately
offered to help. She's already done one big carrier bag full and has gona off with
a second one. Allison, we don't know what we'd do without yout

We are of course only too grateful for any stamps but if they are trimmed it does
sBava us a lot of work and it also reduces the p@ggg costa for you. When trimming
stamps you should try to leave a border of paper 6f about a quartar of an inch
around the gtamp. This protects the perforation. Do not take the stamp off the
paper as they are easily damaged and we are not sure they are worth as much even if
they are undamaged. Damaged stamps are worthless, sc if they are torn or the
perforation is damaged it isn't worth sending them in. Keep up the good work.

Please keep those contributions coming in; the deadline for the next newsletter is
March 7th. This means the newslatter can't be posted out before March 28th and
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don't start worrying until the middle of April.

Janet, Sheila, Valerie 14,/01,/90
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MARC DANIELS

We were very gorry to read in STARLOG 151 that Marc Danlels died on April 23,
1989 of congestive heart failure at St. John's Hospital in Santa Monica.

Daniels had been involved in televiaion for more than 40 years. "wWhen Star
Trek began,'* Daniels told Starlog in issue 114, "I was working on Gunsmake.
Previous to that I had directed an eplsode of QGene Roddenberry's The Lieutenant. As
- amatter of fact, I was.the one:who hired Leonard Nimoy. for that show, which:18 how.
Gene got to know him. Gene wanted to try me on Star Trek. I did the first one, and
then immediately did another without any preparation. Then, I alternated with Joe
Pavney during the second season and did one epilsode for the thirdt

Daniels directed many of the most popular segments, including The Naked Time,
The Menagerie, Space Seed, Tha Changeling and Mirror, Mirrer. In addition, he
penned the animated Star Trek episode, One of Our Planet's is Misaing,

GERD OSWALD

We ware also sorry to read in Starlog 151 of th death of Gerd Oswald on May 22,
1989 from ¢ancer.

Gerd Oswald directed the Star Trek epilsocdes Consclenc of the King and
Alternative Factor.

LATEST STAR TREK NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION ON TV Unfortunately we still have no word as to when
we can expect to see TNG on TV or which station will show it. Mike Mullen said he
heard the BBC was to start showing it in October but he forgot to say whera he heard
it.

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION — New Third Season Episodes by Karen Sparks

YEVOLUTION" Teleplay by Michael Piller, Story by Michael Piller and Michael Wagner
An experiment for Wesley's acheool project gets out of control and ultimately results
in a new life-form with the power - and a reasson — to destroy the Enterprise.

"ENSIGNS OF COMMAND! Written by Melinda M. Snodgrass

If Data can't convince a large colony of people to leave the world they have gettled
on, they will all be killed by the rightful owners of the planet — and the colony
leader won't listen to an android, and the planet's ownars won't listen to a mere
Human Captain.

"THE SURVIVORS! Wrditten by Michael Wagner

Responding to a distress call, the Enterprise discovers a planet has been devagtated
and its 11,000 colonists killed by a passing warship — but two survivors remain,
complately untouched. Troi is being tortured by ceaseless music inside her ming,
angd the powerful W&rship returns to threaten the Enterprise.

"YWHO WATCHES THE WATCHERS" Written by Richard Manning and Hans Beimler
An away team have to beam down to a world of primitive, proto-Vulcans to asaist the
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small team of hidden Federation observers. They are accldentally discovered, thus
violating the Prime Directive, and Picard has to take drastic actlon to try to put
right the damage caused to the daveloping culture.

Episodes to come; THE BONDING, BOOBY TRAP, THE ENEMY, THE PRICE, THE VENGEANCE
FACTOR, THE DEFECTOR, THE HIGH GROUND, DEJA Q, THE HUNTED.

*%

STAR TREK IN THE NEWS

compilaed by Janet Quarton

The purpose of this column is to let you know which magazines to look out for as
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers. Most
magazines are available from the book shops listed at the end of the newsletter or
in the Merchandising column. -

STAR TREX THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB MAGAZINE 71 Dacember/January 1990
!'Where No Man.." 1 page article on Cry of the Onlies and author Judy Klass.

DeForest Kelley Interasting 6 page interview with photos from coriginal series,
movies and TNG. De feels that the movies lack the close relationship Kirk and McCoy
had in the series.

YRicardo Montalban Actopr' 1 2/3 page articlae about the actor who played Khan.
VBarbara Alvn Woods Actress" 1 1/3 article about the actress who played Kareen in
the TNG epilsode, "Thae Schizoid Man'™.

MRob Bowman! 2 page article about the director of 12 TNG episcdes, including "Where
No One Has Gone Before! and "A Matter of Honor'.

STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION 10 (Starlog)

MThe Borg" 2 page article.

MRob-Bowman Directop! 8 page articlée about the director of 12 TNG eplsodes.
UTha Art of the Next Generatdon' 7 pages of sketches.

UCorey Allen Directing Farpoint Encounters" § page article. | :
Detailed transcripts of the 3rd season episodes: "Evolution', The Ensigna of
Command'!, The Survivors'" and "Who Watches the Watcher'.

STARLOG 151 February 1990

Media Log: Some Star Trek insiders have cited a new idea for a potential aixth
f£ilm. That's an existing story treatment dubbed Starfleet Academy which would focus
on the familiar Trek classic characters during their younger days. Thosa roles
would, of course, ba recast. It should be emphasized that this concept has not been
approved by Paramount executives. It's aven possible that the whole ldea is merely
a trial balloon.

"Left On Hold" 3 page artio.le on Nichelle Nichols. Of STV Nichaelle says, "This has
been the best Star Trek £ilm in terms of showing different facets of Uhura so
far.." Nichelle gives part of the credit for Uhura's higher profile to thae script.
But & liors share, she claims, goes to William Shatner.

"Bill was a wonderful director", she says. "I was not so much surprised at his
ability as his demeancur. He was warm, exciting and creative. He was more patient
than I've ever known him to be. He knew what he wanted and it was fun to watch him
get 1t

"Those scenes with Jimmy Dochan were wonderful,'" she remarks. "The flirtation
and the suggestion of a relationship were great ideas. I also liked the fact that
the question of whether something was actually going on was left for the audience's
imagination. I would like to see that relationship between Uhura and Scotty
explored further in future Star Trek films:" -

ISupyivor! 3 page article on Denise Crosby in which she discusses her fealings for
Tasha Yar.

There's one thing Denise Crosby wants to make clear: Sha may no longer bae seaen
weekly as Tasha Yar.. but she's still very much part of tha world of Star Trek.

"The show is very, very important to me. No matter what happens to me, Star
Trek will always be a strong part of my life. I didn't leave to snub my nose at
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Gene Roddenberry, the fansg, or Star Trek. In my case, I left because thera were not
enough atories for me to do.t

TV ZONE 3 Jan/Feb 1990

IStar Trek: The Next Generation 3" 1 page preview of 3rd season.
Book Reviews: "The Cry of the Onliaes'", "A Call to Darkness'.
Video Reviews: "Amok Time'!/"Who Mourns for Adonais" 33,34,

TNG Episode Guide "Coming of Age" — "The Neutral Zone',

STARBURST 138 December '89

= A write-up by Stuart Clark who seems to have enjoyed the con.
Comic Store - an article on the new Star Trek comices, both generations, According
to the writer, Gary Rusgsell, DC comics based on tha original charvacters have to ba
-8et after STV using the main seven charactars. Ha'feels this is too much of a
restriction. There is no such restriction with the TNG comies but he feals the
storles are let down by the artwork.

STARBURST 137 January 'S0
Star Trek VA Klingon with Honour 3.5 page interview with Todd Bryant who played
Captain Klaa in STV.

STARBURST YEARBOOK 1889/90

! 4 page interview with Lisabeth Shatner talking ahout
STV and her book, Captain's Log.

MStar Trek - Vovager Encounter! Ad Astra November 1989

Captain's Log, Star Date 1989: The National Spaca Society hosted 400 space
enthusiasts at two events to commemorate the historie Voyager 2 ancounter with
Neptune.

The first event was a reception on August 25th at the Californis Institute of
Technology that included Star Trek creator and NSS Board of Directors member Gene
Roddenberry, original cast members Walter Koenig, Majel Barrett, and Grace Lee
Whitney, Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin, NSS President and former Shuttle astronaut
Charlie Walker and approximataly 300 attendees. Everyone had a great tima noshing
on hors d'oeuvres, rubbing elbows with 8space greats and watching the lmages of
Neptune returning from Voyager.

The following night, August 26th, was a buffet dinnar reception for 91 on the
Paramount set of the television serles, Star Trek: the Next Generation. Almost all
of tha caat were in attendance as well as NSS Board of Governors members Buzz
Aldrin..

Hugh Downs, Charlie Walker, NSS Executive Director Lowi Garver and NASA
Assoclate Administrator for Space Sclence and Applications Lennard Fisk each spoke
to the attendees then avaryone had the opportunity to mill around the sat, taking
turns at sitting in the captain's chair and beaming themselves up.

The two events raised $50,000 for the National Space Soeclety.

UStar Trek Vets Win Our Poll" USA Today 16/6,/89

We think this is one of the polls Richard Arnold mentioned at RecCon. USA Today
held a phone poll asking readers to choose their favourite Enterprise crew. 3,127
chose the original ecrew with 1,001 plcking the TNG charactars.

Minimmaﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂi&ameh_ﬂmewmm@mﬁa The Sun 21,/10/89
Article on Lisabeth Shatner. She said she got depressed because sha was only known
as Captain Kirk's daughter and lost interest in everything except food and reading.

UStar Trekking" Nine to Five
1 1/2 page article about STV taken from Lisabeth Shatner's book Captain's Log.

STV Review Films and Filming October 189
The reviewer didn't like it.

MEnterprise Culture” Independant 27/10/89

Short article about fang attending the opening of STV at the Plaza Cinema in London.
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The Sun 13/10/89 had a version of the story we told you in the last newsletter. It
says Gary Peterson shaved his haad to look like Captain Picard and when his mother
took him to school she found that 3 of his clasamates had done the same thing.

“Trey Tritdcale! Economist Magazina 16/9/89

The article says that next year the Poles expeat to harvest 1 million hectareg -
about 20% of their careal acreage — of triticale, a crosas between whaat and rye.

The article mentions that although the producers of Star Trek saw it as the food of
the future the first attempta to make it fulfil its promise, in the 19708, flopped.
They are trying again with a new, improved strain, and it hasg caught on mainly where
soils are poor. For those who are interested triticale's father is rye and its
mothar is wheat,

"Beam Me Up. To Success, Scottie" Daily Mirrar 1,/1/90
According to this article, an academic in California, named Bill. Reinghagen,
has analysed all 79 episodes of ST and written a book linking the goings on aboard
‘the Enterprise to mansgement strategiles. . ) .
Captain Kirk is apparently a cracking managing director. Spock 18 a model of
commonsense and restraint and McCoy is a shining example to company doctorsa.
Reinshagen plans to launch his book, Lessons in-Star Trek, in Britain scon. He
admires the parfect teamwork aboard the Enterprise and the non-sexist attitudes.
But Britain's top businessmen arentt tco sure about the bock. A spokesman for
the Confederation of British Industry said: "There may be lessons in Star Trek, but
if presented in this form cur members would congider it rather bizarre.! Hae did
concade that sexual harassment aboard the Entorprise seemed to be nil, "And that
can only be a good thing.!
Similar articles appeared in the Daily Express and Daily Mail on 1/1/90
[BEd: This 1ig the first wetve heard of the book.)

UStar Trekkies Set Up an Enterprise Zone" Daily Star 7,/12/89
The article says that some ST fans in American are planning to create a community in
a ramote part of Amarica. Star Trek Town will be salf-supporting and operate on
damocratic schedules. Streets will be named after Kirk, Spock and the Enterprisa
erew. Would-be residents must be over 21, in good health and debt-free.

But not all fans are keen; one said, "These guys are the real McCoy whan 1t comes
to lunacy.t :
(Bd: ALl we can tell you about this is that there is such a group advertising in
tha ST Offictal Fan Club magarine. They are looking for mature Trekkers for 1its
formation, and saeek fans of all ages as associata members. In case any of you warl
info sand an SASE (members outsida USA enclosa 2 IRCs) to ST Community,

AEXEEXEREEERRXKERKKESE

MERCHANDISE

compiled by Janet Quarton

BOOXS ~

Nov TNG9 A Call to Darkness by Michael Jan Friedman Pocket Books

Dec PU7 T30 Kobayasha Maru by Julia Ecklar Pocket Books & Titan

Jan TNG@i0 A Rock and a Hard Place by Petar David Pockat Books & Titan
P1L T31L The Trallisane Confromtation by David Dvorkin Titan )

Fab PplU8 Rules of Engagement by Pater Morewood Pocket Books & Titan

Mar TNG11 Metamorphosis by Jean Lorrah Pocket Books & Titan

The TNG novel Gulliver's Fugitives by Keith Sharee, which was due for relaase, has
baen held for the moment. (info Scott Carrick)

Star Trek V: The Final Frontier Soundtrack

Spock’s World by Diane Duane is to be relessed by Pan in June 1950



VIDEOS

ARSENAL OF FREEDOM/WE'LL, ALWAYS HAVE PARIS: TNG apisodes
Due Next: )

SKIN OF EVIL/THE NEUTRAL ZONE

CONSPIRACY,/ SYMBIOSIS

Original serles tapes priced £9.99 in the shops or the same from Andromeda plus p&p.
33/34 WHO MOURNS FOR ADONAIS/AMOK TIME

35/36 DOOMSDAY MACHINE,/WOLF IN THE FOLD due January

Due Next:

37/38 CHANGELING/APPLE

39/40 MIRROR, MIRROR/DEADLY YEARS

Star Trek V: The Final Frootier Video was due to be raleased in the States cn
Dacamber 20th. :

Star Trek the Next Generation (Starlog Official Magazine Series). Issue 106 now
available. Starlog's malling date for 11 is 23/1/90 & 12 13/3,/90.

TV ZONE New bl-monthly magazine of cult television, £1.25. Issue 3 now available,
igsue I due soon.

F KKK ARARNK KKK KA KKK KNk

ACTOR INFO

complled by Janet Quarton

George Takei: Ena Glogowska tells us that George is happy with the £ilm "Blood
Oath" which he made in Australia. He says. that it 'has the sweet small of success"
about 1t, and he is pleased with his personal work in it. Other actors inelude

Jason Donovan, Bryan Brown and Terry O'Quinn. Jason Donovan {(Naighbours) plays the
role of an army private. It is described as “small but important! by publicists.
George has a moustache for his part of Takahaghi, an aristocrat Japanese officer of
a POW camp, on an island off the North coast of Australia. Gaeorge describes hiz ag
"a complex and compelling character!. Once again, George has a very brief hair
astyle. As for the £ilm '"Blood Oath", George says that it will '"ve a bombshell for
Amaricans. It's an aspect of history not very well known to many of us.. what it
points to is the senselessness of war - the tragedy and disaster", Following "Blood
Oath", George want to Japan promoting “Return from the River Kwai!!, which opened
there in October, and then he flew divect to New York for Creation Convention at the
New York Penta Hotel, Sept. 29th to Oct. 1st '89. He flew home to Los Angeles on

Oct. 2na.

Willdam Shatner was the subject of This Is Your Life on 27th December. Leonard
Nimoy wasa a gueat (the best one) and Harve Bennett was also therea.

"william Shatner! Metropolitan.
2 page interview with William Shatner in which he talks about himself, STV and takesg
the opportunity to say we must clean up the environment.

About STV William Shatner ..'does not hesitate to tell that the whole £ilm is
a very perscnal statement. What is the ultimate message? '*That God exists not on
the outside but inside, in our hearts.! "I'mm a Jew but I do not believe in the
Jewish or the Christian God - I believe in the good insjde. I do know that we are
all afraid of dying.. we are all afraid of loneliness. Those are universal truths.
Are you séared? I'm scared. That's also what the moviae is about.'

When asked 1f he has any fears about belng in the limelight after a 22-year old
actreas was killed by a fan who was obsgessed with her, 'William Shatner admits that
he lives with that same fear and he is only half-kidding when he points out that he
breeds Doberman dogs. He also admits that he does hava a gun in the house but hopes
never to have the occasion to use 1t. '"In spite of 1t all, the craziness that goas
on, one has to keep 1iving. I do refuse to hide behind thick walls or walk around
with a bodyguard. But it is scary. I have had threataning letters, threats of
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kidnapping my children, people who have aworn to kill me, strange information given
to certain newspapers and so on. I guess that is all the price you pay for all you
get when you achieve the kind of success and fame you starved yourself and worked so
hard to gatM

" ! Dailly Exprasa 6/1,/90

According to the article William Shatner 1s being sued by Eve-Marie Friedrick.
She accusges Shatner of breach of contract, fraud, and intentional infliction of
emotional distress. Shatner says her allegations are totally unfounded.
The Daily Madil and The Sun printed similar articles on B/1/90.

Leonard Nimoy: According to Screen Internationsl 1/12/89 Leonard Nimoy directs
Farrah Fawcett and Gena Wildar in New York Times for Paramount.

Patrick Stewart:
John Barton's "RSC in Playing Shakespeare" to which Patrick Stewart contributes in
several chapters has been reprinted in paperback by Methven, price £6.99.

Patrick Stewart was a guest at an Orlando Convention on November 19th & 20th. Vieky
Walters reports on some of his talk in the Novembers newsletter of Star Trekkers
ACO. We're sure she won't mind us sharing some of her article with you.

"When asked who his favourita poet is, Mr. Stewart replied, 'John Clair' and
proceeded to quote part of a poem. "I am, yet who knows that I am and who careg?
Mr Stewart later related that he reads prose and poetry as a way to relax and
refresh after a worn day. How did he put it — "read two poems and call me in the
morning.."? : T

~. He also told us the book in the glass case displayed in the Captain's
quartars is the "Complete Works of William Shakespeare'. The pages are changed with
no pattern that he can discern - but at times thare ara pletures of some of his
close friends appearing here and there. Further conversation revealed that he also
thinks that William Shakespeare is the writer of Shakespearian works for all the
reasons gquotaed him that Mr. Shakespearae couldn't have been. Mr. Stewart bases this
on his own life experience. Sharing with us his past from his childhood stages up
he gives his own life as an example - stating that somecne locking at him now would
say he could not have come from the orlgins he did. Considerable food for thought
and a somewhat winning argument.

~Mr. Stewart also displayed the British humour and way of sealng things as he
suggested that he'd 1ike to see & Ferengi on board the Enterprise as part of the
craw. He thought the Ferengil would be especially suited for a poaition in the
supply room."

Diane Duane madae a guest appearance on the "Tomorrow's World Christmas Quiz" on the
19th December. She mentioned being a nurse.

Diana Muldaur: According to TV Zone 3 she is now a ragular in L A Law.

Cheers ag Star Kicks Druga! Star 29/12/89

Cheers star Kirstie Alley has beaten her £300-a-weaek addiction to the killer
drug cocaine. And now the TV beauty is dedicating herself to helping kids fight the
coke horror.

"I snorted it because I couldn't confront ldife," sald the 33~year-old actress.
Kirstie turned to coke aftaer appearing in Star Trek II, but beat addiction with
tough therapy. She now plansg to atart a familly with actor-husband Parker Stevenson.

EEXXKEEX

NICHELLE NICHOLS

Uhura — before 1968 most of us had never heard the word, much less had known it
was the feminine version of the Swahili Uhuru, meaning 'freedom!. A more
appropriate name was never conceilved for the character, or the person who so aptly
filled the role.
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Nichelle Nichols was born in Robbinsg, I1linois (a suburb south of Chicago),
where her father served both as a magistrate and mayor. She entered the world on
Decembw:+ 28, her family boasting Egyptian, Ethioplan, Moor, Spanish, Welsh, and
Cherckau Indian ancestry. Parhaps it was Ma. Nichols' international heritage which
helped up.all her destiny long before she was born.

AL niza 16 Nichelle began her career with Duke Ellington with a ballet of her
awn erantion. Later she sang with his band before going on to parform in such
product lons as "Tha Blacks" and "Kicks and Company', for which she was twice
nominatad tor the Sarah Siddons Award for Best Actress of the Year.

Slness that time Ms. Nichols has performed with such well-known arvtists as Sammy
Davig, Jr., James Garner, Sandra Dee, and Ann-Margarat in the early film experiences
Mpopgy und. Beas!, "Mr. Buddwing', "Doctors.You've -Got To Be Kidding', and "Maid in
Parig', raspactively. All of them were MGM productions, through which she met Gene
Roddoentwirry, .

Nichelle firat worked with Mr. Roddenberry in the TV series "The Lieutenant®,
which ha aereated and wrote. Interestingly, when it came time to try out for the
foemale lead in his science fiction seriles, there was no part for her to read, since
Uhurn wax currently in rewrite, so she had to read Mr. Spock's part! When she
finiahed nomeona quipped, "Call down to personnel to see if Leonard Nimoy has signed
hig contract yet.! Needless to say, Mr. Roddenberry signed her on as female lead in
hig nowly-created series, "Star Trek™. In a time when women and minorities werve
withheld trom key TV appearances, har lead role in "Star Trek'' was unprecedented,
but she soon made a whole new audlence coms to know and love her in the part of
communlcations offlcer aboard the Enterprise.

Lltre was not always parfect on the Star Trek set, however. Ms. Nichols was
golng to quit after the second gseason because substantial dialogue and meaty parts
in tha orlginal seripts were congistently being cut out, leaving her iterating
"Haillng frequancies open'' over and over again. Roddenberry was instrumental in
persunding her to stay on for the third and final season. "Thinga did get a little
betta'” raecalls Nichelle, "..with "Plato's Stepchildrent (9,/68) and same of the
other eplsodest!

71 wan the demand for Nichelle's public appearances at Star Trek conventions
which Introduced her parsonsally, through a long-range plans prasentation, to NASA.
Her lntarest was not merely a pasging fancy. Msa. Nichols soon found herself touring
tha Amen Space Centre in California where she was invited by sclentists to fly an
eight-hour mission on the Kulper C-141 Astronomical Observatory (the mission was to
study tho stmospheres of Saturn and Mars). Soon after this she was invited to watch
the Viking soft-land on Mars. During her visits, Nichelle was amazed how many
peopla, whother guards, sclentists, engineers or administrators, sdnitted they were
Trak rang. But perhaps her most memorable experience was when she observed, as an
honourad guest, the roll-out of a prototype space shuttle at Edwards Air Force Basge.
This prototype was named, appropriately, tha "Entarprise", its namesake a well-known
gpace shlp of the future. After several more tours of the Space Flight Center and
Houstan'u Misslon Control, Uhura's statement: "This isn't reality; this is fantosyh
takas on a whole new meaning!

Nichealle was appointed to the Board of Directors of the National Space
Institute, where she soon pointed out that there was a need for more women and
minovitles in the space program (NS.IL speech, Washington, D.C.. When NASA
officialn heard the speech, they askad her to join thelr astronaut recrultment
program. 'Through her own consultant firm, Women In Motion, Ine.,, Ms, Nichols has
been itnutrumental in bringing minorities and women into the astronaut program. When
Mg. Nichola first becama involved with the program, NASA had 1,500 applications,

Six manths latar that figure had increased to 8,000. This was not due sclely to the
conauliant £firm's efforts, elther. "I did a lot of travelling, speaking at
univeyrulties, to profesaional and minority and womean's groups, sometimes just to one
person [ tfound to be a particularly good prospect.. I really had this sense of
purposs about 1t myself.'. With such convictlon and determination, we can readily
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gea the driving force bahind communications officer Uhurat

In what could well be dafined as the perfect statement of Ms. Nichols' talents
and goals, ahe produced, directed and starred in a f£iim for the Smithsonian
Institute's Nationel Air and Space Museum, entitled "What's In It For Ma?", which
includes two of her original musical compositions.

A waman of many talents, Nichelle lends her time.to endeavours other than the
gpace program. With co;-au_i:hor and agent Jim Meecham, sha created.an oparetta
entitled "Mein Vien" for a Vienna opera company, has starred in the theatre
production of "The Italian-American Reconciliation® in Los Angeles, continues to
sarve as national spokesperson for American Brain Care and Recovery Foundation and,
in her 'spare time!, writes, records, and conducts promotional tours. She has
recently performed in the Kansas City stage production of "Horowitz and Mrg,
Washington".

Uhura — a parson born of the imagination who grew into someone and scmething
biggar than life. Chief communications officer, warrior, peacemaker, singexn,
dancer, romantic, dutiful, dependabla. A multi—faceted individual, she was the only
human on boa.rd the Enterprise who had learned to play the Vulcan lyre, and the only
woman who had the freedam to sing a song to tease M. Spock* and have him smile at
har for her cheek!

Nichelle’ N;_'Lchola — a person born in the suburbs of Chicago who came to.be known
internationally as poet, dancer, spokesparson, actor, recrulter, writer, go—gattar.

"A11 I wanted to do was to be an actress and a singer, and an antertainer, and
Yo travel all over the world and entertain people,”" she has said. She has done just
that, and more. As Nichelle, she has pointed the way of exploration of ocur solar
system and beyond for women and minorities. As Uhura, she has already taken us to
the stars.

Profile by Marcia Pecor

* Charlde X

Sources: Floraence Butlar, FONN fan club; The Star Trek Interview Book; Star Trek
Movie Handbooksa. |

If you would like more information on Ms Nicholst current endeavours, write to Jim
Meacham, aR-WAY PRODUCTIONS,
US.A.

EXXEXREER KRR ERA XK KKK

BRENT SPINER

Brent was born and raised in Houston, Texas. He was a teenage £ilm buff,
seeing 3 £ilms a day between the ages of 11 and 15, and could quote lines and cast
lists from them. He always wanted to be an actor, and credits a brilliant high
school teacher named Cecil Pickett for recognising and nurturing his acting
potential.

Brent is a veteran of the New York stage, having appeared in the Broadway
musicals Sunday 4n the Park With George, The Three Musketeers and The Big River
(based on the story of Huckleberry Finn), and in off-Broadway productions of The
Saagull and Little Shop of Horrors. He also acted in his own one-man play, Tha
Greenes.

He moved to L.A. in 1984. He hasg appearad in the £ilms Rent Confrol and Woody
Allen's Stardust Memories. His T.V. movie credits include Manhunt for Claudae Dallas
and playing a deposition attorney in Crima of Innocence. He has guest-starred on a
number of T.V. series including Cheers, The Tuwilight Zone (eplsode antitled Deaq
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Run'), Tha Dain Curse, Robert Kennedy and His Times, Hill Street Blues, Night Court,
Hunter (episode entitled 'The Contract") and a Tales From the Darkside episode 'A
Case of the Stubborns' in which he plays a minister.

During early preparations for ST:TNG, Brent was subjected to 24 make-~-up tests
over 3 days by Michael Westmore before f£inally settling on the now familiar
opalescent gold, which takes over an hour to apply. He says one of the most
difficult parts of playing Data i3 the formality of his language —~ no contractions
of words or pauses in speech. He declares that what he will be remeaembered for most
is his expertise in reacting convincingly to a blue screen over which speclal
effects will later be added - a technique which his fellow cagt-members have named
'Spining' after him!

Profile by Karen Sparks

Sources: Paramount, Starlog, S.T. Official N/L, Empathy, Who Was That Masked Man?.

P.8. And now for the feeble excuses... Brent Spiner's reticence about hig personal
life (protecting a privacy to which he is, of course, antitled) has become legendary
in fandom. The meagre facts above have been gleaned carefully from various
published interviews in which he talks almast axclusively about the character he
plays and never about himselr.

HFAKK FHFAXRRK KL KX

WILLIAM SHATNER ON 'THIS IS YOUR LIFE' 27/12/89

by Karen Sparks

The show opened with Michaael Aspel wandering around Universal Studios, dropping
large hints about who his intended 'vietim' was. He tracked Bill down on the bridge
set of the Star Trek Adventure set, whare he wag supposedly expecting to be
interviewed. Bill laughed when Aspel explained his mission and accused him of
stealing the idea for the show from American T.V.i

In the studio, Aspel thanked Harve Bennett, who was already there waiting, for
his help in keeping the secret. First was shown the shuttle crashing scens from
Star Trek V, and then a salection of Kirk scenes from the seriles, mostly of him
fighting, or kissing women, and at the end, Bill grinned and said, '"Yeah, that's my
lifef” Next s scene from 7.J. Hooker was shown from the episode in which hia wife,
Marcy Lafferty, guest starred. She was the first guest on, and related the story of
how they met while they were both working on The Andersonuvillae Trial. The next
guests ware 2 of his daughters, Lisabeth and Lesley, who both appeared in the
aplsode ™iri' at the tender ages of 5 and 8. They said their father had got them
the parts to show them how tough acting was, and it succassfully put them both off
it as a career. Hig third daughter Melanie, who is an actress, cama on after a
brief clip of her as the yeoman on the Enterprise bridge in Star Trek UV was shown.
The next guest was Dr Jason Hilldard, now a Professor of Paychiatry, but formerly a
fellow counsellor at a children's camp with Bill in the days of their youth. He
persuaded Bill to do an impromptu rendition of a 'Mad Professgor! gketeh which had
been popular with the kids. When he'd done it, B411 said, "This is my life, making
an idiot of myself!" Then there was a recorded message fram Julde Harris, with whom
he had co-starred in the staga play 4 Shot 4n the Dark. A clip was shown of Bill
acting with Spencer Tracy in Judgement at Nuremburg.

At last came the person we'd all been waiting for in the shape of Leonard
Nimoy. He came on, holding his arms protectively in front of him, pleading, "Don't
kiss me!" but Bill ignored his protests and kissed him anyway! Leonard complained,
"Why do people say all thesae nice things about him? - he's a terrible man, a cruel
man!"! and went on to accuse Bill of having owed him a bicyecla for 23 yearst Bill
admitted the crime, and Lacnard related the tale of how Bill used to hide Leonard's
bike in a different place every day on the studic lot while they were making Star
Trek. Shatner wag in fits of laughter throughout Leonard's tale of woa, and they
exchanged a warm hug before Lecnard sat down, and then Bill complained that everyone
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on stage wasg &" taller than he was.

Anothar cllp from T.J. Hooker was shown, and fellow stars Richard Hurd and
Adrian Zmed (who I used to fancy like mad, but that's snother story!) came on,
raelating tales of Bill's expert high speed driving. There wasa also a taped message
from Héather Locklear.

Bill's wonderful 'scope' — thead honcho! scane fram Ailrplana II'was shown.
This was followed by a taped message from hils partner Donna Moore at his horse
breading farm in Kentucky, holding his beautliful black quarter horse champion
ptallion, Sultan's Great Day. Tha last guest was his son-in-law with his 20 month
old grandson who looked rather ovarwhelmed by the whole evant!

Of course 1t was a great dissppolntment that none of the other Star Trek actors
ware present, but the show only lasted just over 20 minutes, and Leonard was
brilliant! Tt was fun to watch and I think Bill withstood the inevitable
embarrassmant thia show causes with humour and good grace.

EAKAEKEKERER KRR RRRAK

POSTBAG

Pleasa send in your lettars of comment and discuseion for this section — the more
the merrier. If posaible could you word your letter for printing or at least
indicate that it is meant for the n/L

Carolynn Taylor: -

I loved Star Trek V. Of course, there ware weaknesses, but the strengths far
outweighed them. The emphasis on the characters was what I liked, the interactions
between Kirk and Spock while poor McCoy revolves around them, Mr. Scott's phlegmatic
Scot, 8o dry, so humorous! It was like an original episcde remade into a f£ilm.
Kirk's conviction hefll die alone, Spock standing behind his Vulcah persona — "Not
in front of the Klingonsa.! Beautiful.

About zines - it's funny, scme authors captura my concept of Spock and Kirk
exactly -~ others just don't. These storiea can be better written, more
sclantifically correct, and still 1t's not Kirk and Spock. There has to ba the —
how shall I put it? -~ the inability for one to survive without the other. The
psychic link is central to their characters; they are like the two sides of the same
coin - so different but from the same mould. Any author who doesn't see this tends
to lose my interest. It's not bad writing as such, it's just they haven't seen
things the way I do.

Alleen Trvipe:

I enjoy the newsletters because of the mixture of 0ld and new Trek. Although
my medn interest 1s still the original series I like to hear how the naw show is
developing.

Janet Ellicotts

Re zines: option (b) (choose the zine on the basis of which characters the
story is about). I thought "Link!' was the best Star Trek (elther kind) story I'd
read in a long time. If it been put in an ''old" Star Trek zine, then a lot of
people wouldn't have understood becausa they hadn't seen the relevant epilsode of
ST:TNG and I probably wouldn't have bought the zina. Whilst I like "erogsovar!

* stories, I'm not in favour of an aentire zine of crossovers so that is definitaly my
least favourite option.

I'm all in favour of IDIC sponsoring a guilde dog.

Sandie Cavless:

I think sponsoring the training of a gulde dog is a brilliant idea, whether or
not the GDA accepts the offered German Shephard pup. Just tell us what wa have to
do! Or let us dream up some fund-ralsing activities.
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Lorie Johnson:

I just got my first issue of the IDIC newslatter so I've come in in the middle
of things. Still, it's nice to see some lively discuassion on the different facets
of Star Trek!

Concerning STV, well it could have been done better, but 1t wasa still a fun
romp. Bones stole every scens he was in - as usual. I'm hearing rumblings of a
STVI - but so fap, that's just rumours.

For Next Genaration fans the general consensus among my US friends is that this
geason is much better than the last. All the Picard/Crusher fans are still walting
for SOMETHING to happen - anything! Can you imagine - Jean-Luc Picard has managed
to go three years with just orne peck on tha cheek from an old flame to show for itt
JTK must be spinning at this legacyt Still, I ldke Picard because he's NOT a
gkirt-chaser... but 3 years???

I'd enjoy hearing some faedback on the Pilcard-Crusher situation — how do you
think it should go? Should they remain 'just friends! op get involved?

Does anyone know when (if ever) ST:TNG will be shown on British telavision?
(Bd: I wish we 44427

Concerning the ABC mini-series about the Challenger, 1f 1t's tastefully done, I
say go for it. TV always amplifies and exaggarates, and, I'm sure this won't be an
exception. I ecan understand the relatives being upset - they're planning to do the
same thing with the late Pan-Am Flight 103 and therels a blg fuss about that, too.

There will always be loss assoclated with space travel. But 1f you look at the
TNG 3rd season episcde "Ensigns of Command! — note the name of Data's shuttle. It's
the Onizuka,

Concerning Dr. Pulaski — I can't speak for all American fana but the genaral
consengus was that they didn't care for the way she plckad on Data. I think the
writers ware trying (and f£ailing to recrsate the McCoy/Spock rivalry. The problem
is that Data is essentlally a child-like character for all his vast intelligencs,
and Pulaski's snipes were akin to kicking a puppy. (Spock was not an innocent and
that's why McCoy got away with it) We never did find out why Pulaskl disliked
Data.

As the season wore on, it was revealed that Picard didn't care for her, alther.
That was also not explored, but it could have stemmed from her treatment of Data,
who seems to be Picard's 'secrat' son! (Or maybe he missed Bevt)

Despite all the carping, I had a grudging admiration for Pulaskl She was
abrasive, but with all the almost too-nice characters on that ship, sha was rathar
rafreshing. I'11l miss her — and I hope she'll drop in to ruffle Picard's feathers
occaglionallyt

Karen Savage:

I still haven't seen any of TNG (we never hire any VHS tapes out!) but am
keeping an open mind.. A lot of the opinions I've read seem to reflect what I
think. I do like Patrick Stewart — I especially remember him as Sejanus in I,
Claudius — co-ineidence perhaps that a leading Romulan in a story review you did was
called this?? (Ed: Saefanus 1in "The Captain's Hornour'" was a Roman Centurion - a
descendant of the "Romans” in "Bread and Clrcuseas!)

I notice that someone liked "Double, Double". I must be honest that I wasn't
impressad, but aid anyone notice the U.S.S. Hood changing her name all the way
through? I was confused to say the least! I've noticed that a lot of Trek novels
seem to be all action no relationships/character interplay or vice-versa - it's very
rare to £ind one with a balance of both. My favourite ls "Uhura's Song!" I think.

Do Mss Culbreath and Marshak ever get bored with having Captain Kirk scrambling
around with no clothes on and getting tortured? I was vary disappointed with
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""Triangle' - it was a promising idea but degenerated to the usual '"Let's beat Kirk
up and see 1f Spock will rescue him whilst delving deep into the emotions of both.!

Ancther thing I dislike in saveral novels is the 'humanisation' of Klingons.
They are an alien species and some authors still treat them the lika Mexican bandits
they used to look likeft '"Tears of the Singers'" by M. Snodgrass was a digappointing
beok too, it seemed to be a tale about the brutal killing of seal ptps for their fur
with good guys and bad guys. Although I agree wilth her views — to creata a spacies
on an slien planat so analogous to seals seems s mistake. (An excellant novel which
succeeds in this premise of man's exploitation of other speciaes is "The Word for
World is Forest" by Ursula Le Guin ~ if anyone is interested!)

I think sponsoring a gulde dog is a good idea.

Gloria Fry:

Although an admirer of Star Trek since the moment I saw it on the BBC in the
late sixties, and I have watched it through the various re—runs over the last 20
vearsll I was still not prepared for the sheer quallty of it, since I have started
to eollect it on video. Everyone now knows what to buy me for birthdays etc.t

Samehow, 1t seems fraesher and clearer than ever — perhaps minug the jumps that
seemed to be in the BBC coples. The quality of the acting is outstanding, the
stories, the charactars and their relationships, the atmosphere is so beliavable.

I have seen soma of the Next Generation on video, and apart from Patrick
Stewart, the speclal effects and some of the ideas in it, I can't see it goes
anywhere near the old series. I think it is mainly to do with the actors. Parhapa
it 1s because Patrick Stewart is such a fine actor, the others are shown up so
badly. Some can hardly talk in a clear fashion, and all sound so Amerdcan. I think
Data to be the best of the other actors. Thae original crew have all got beautiful
speaking volces, clear, diffarently accented. Perhaps it's just the differance
between stage trained actors, and TV trained actors. I dontt know.

1 very much enjoyed the movie — although I must admit that I found it to be
very disjointed at the beginning. Perhaps that was due to the cuts made. The
dislogua was wonderful, and the situations were excellent, but I wish the plot had
been batter. It was very well acted, and the humour was very funny.

We went to see 1t in the Cannon cinema a week after it opened, and ware
disappointed to see it so empty. "The Voyage Home' was full when we gaw that, also
a weaek after opening. I can't really understand the reasons for STV not doing an
well, especially after the success of the previous £ilm.

If there 1s a sixth £ilm I would like to see them doing "The Entrophy Effect!
or "Yesterday's Son" or one of the other 'better' novals.

Scme of the novels are pretty pathetic, yet others rank amongst the best of
sclance fiction. I have just finished the novel "Double, Double" by Michael Jan
Friedman. Although it was an intaresting read, I feel it was badly done.

Perhaps as a reader of sclence fiction since the early sixties and a particular
fan of Isaac Asimov I found the old hoary theme (which he more or less banished) of
robots turning on their Humans rather tedious. Has Mr. Friedman naever heard of the
three laws of Robotics. Most SF. writers adhere to them in some way.

That aside, Kirk had so many injuries, which he got over sc fast. The andraid

Kirk fooled Spock for far too long, and the various original characters had no dapth
to them.

It always amazes me how Vonda McIntyre, gets all the Trek characters, plus
supplies original 'real! characters and all their feelings, and interrelates them
wilth Kirk, Spock, Sulu ete.
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I recently re-read "The Entrophy Effect", and once again was horrified by
Kirk's death scena. The first time I read it, I got such a jJolt I was churned up
for hours. This time I had an almost similar effect aven though I knew it was
coming. It was written so graphically. I think it is ona of the most affactivae
pleces of writing I have aver read.

There is good precedant for putting 'Beam me up, Scotty' into Bartlett's aven
if it was never actually said. Sherlock Holmes never actually said 'Elementary, my
dear Watson'. He said 'Elementary’ once, in response to Watson's '‘Amazing!', and he
called his friend 'my dear Watson' quite often, but never the two things at oncae.

Re the quote from William Shatner - too 0ld to ba credible as an action hero
and romantic lead any more, that's too old for what. Parhaps if WS had consulted
Gene Roddenberry he might have heard that there is a mandatory age for pilots; as
your reflexes and eyesight begin to go and parsonally I wouldn't want to be flown by
anyone defective in either area. As for the 'Chat' quote, I would hate to see Star
Trek become as ridiculous as Dixon of Dock Green, where the doddering and arthritic
Jack Warner was still supposed to be in the polica force when he was about 26§ Years
past 1tg madatory retirement age. (Janet: T rather liked Dixon.]

I £ail to comprehend Robert Flatters' premise. He seems to be saying that
because STV was Shatner's first attempt at directing anyone who has criticised it
should instead praise it fulsomely. If nobody criticises a first effort how is the
perscen who made 1t to learn what he did wrong, and do better the next time as a
result?

I didn't like the £ilm. It was too salf-indulgent, too many in-jokes crept in,
and bits of it (Uhura's exhibition, the campfire songs) revolted me. If I had been
a person who has never geen Star Trek on television and went to sea this out of
curiogity I don't think I would have wanted to know any more about it. One purpose
of the £ilms should ba to attract new, young fans to the original series.

I have not long returned from a visit to the USA. I got to the Universal
Studio tour, and went to the Star Trek Adventure. I could have been an engineer,
but what can you do when your rival for the part is about 6 and his lower 1lip is
beginning to tremble when it looks as if your Scottish accent might carry the day.
Though God knows why it should, as the engineers don't speak. All I could do was
resign gracefully. I don't quite see why three powerful alien telepaths should
dress in identical blue spangled robes and make gestures that put you in mind of the
Three Degrees with thelr soundtrack cut-off - it didn't seem very dignified -~ but we
had a superb Klingon Captain, ripping his subordinates arm off with relish. Tt was
quite amusing. I have to say that on a pure entertainment basis the Miami Vice and
Conan shows are better. (Big lad they had playing Conan). They have really
spectacular effects, and none of the rather irritating waits while the finished
product is put together. The high point was the tour itself - no Trek there (you do
gat eaten by a Cylon ship) but the ‘earthquakaea!, 'avalanche' and ‘King Kong!
segments are all superb. You even smell the bananas on Kong's breath. The Red Sea
was a bit of a disappointment - only about shoulder deep.

Denlse Parker:

I would very much like to address the igsue brought up by Ms. Placentinl in N/L
7. Personally I don't understand how she can call Beverly Crusher a "wimp™ I
grant her that Pulaski was indeed fun, but as time went on the character geemed to
bacome pitifully like a child starving for attention. Now I understand that many
would not agree with me on that point, but that is what camae acrosgs to me.

I find Beverly Crusher vary intrigulng and I long to know more about her; her
past. Whereas with Pulaski — ghe was fun for a time, but after a while she got down
— right annoying. Beverly has many levels, many mysteries, many dimengions. Baverly
is many different paopla.

1) She is a mother. No aasy task, let alone doing it by yourself and on a
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starship, on top of 1t all. Wesley lan't turning out too bad -~ so sha must be doing
something right in that area. Now that she is back after being gona for a year,
things are going to change. But things will work out.

2) She is a professional. She must be pretty good, one of the best in fact.
Otharwise how do you explain her job as CMO on the Enterprise and her later
promotion to the Head of Starfleet Medical? Why, you may ask yourself, did she come
back? I personally think that she couldn't stand missing so much of Weslay's
growing up - and she also realised that socon he would be setting out on his own -
and she would have lost that time. I also think that Jean Luc may have had a little
to do with it ~ but that's a totally different tangent.

3) Highly intelligent. We know thia by the fact that by the time ghe wasg in
her mid 40s she had not only accomplished being CMO of Starfleat's £lag ship, the
Enterprise — but also bacame CMO of Starfleet Medical.

4) Counselor - Anyone who is a mother knows that comes with the job - but she
1 also the kind of loving person to those around her. Jean Lue uses her ag well ag
Counselor Troi, usually for different reasgons.

5) A goed friend - she is the type that is always there — this category goes
along with no. 4. I f£ind that Bev 1s only alone when she makes a conscious effort
to be - there always seems to be somecne around her, asking advice, giving advice,
or just hanging around.

6) A survivor - We really got glimpsesof this in "The Arsenal M eplaode. She
talked of the planet she grew up on and the path of gurvival her grandmother taught
her — holistic medicine. She was also able to go on very well despite the tragile
death of her husband.

. 7) Most important point - she is very much a woman. She doesn't let all of the
other tasks, attributes, and responsibilities dampen that. She shows that a woman
can be in control and have other responsibilities and still bea beautiful and
vibrant.

Dr Beverly Crusher is many things — least of all a "wimp" or weak. I'll grant
you there are many questions which need to be answered about her. But that is part
of her charm. The mystery is what keeps us all coming back for more — that's why I
gueas I enjoy watching her. The spirit of Dr. Crusher is one which T very much like
to see in those around me, and in myself. The love, kindness, genarosity,
competerce, raspansibility. She's funny, intelligent, romantic, with the ability to
be human - with human strengths and weaknesses, and the honesty to be responsible
for both. This is what I look for in myself and don't see nearly encugh of 1t.

I am truly sorry that there are many cut there who only see her weaknesses —
it's a pity because she has sc many wonderful strengthe. As I bid Pulaski farewell
— for she dld wonderfully - and Diana Muldaur was superb — I do have to say, with a
aigh of relief, it sure is nice to have Dr. Crusher back. I'd also like to tell
G@ates McFadden; you're wonderful., Keep up the good work, and keep pushing for more
revealing stories about Beverly.

N

In IDIC 6 I was most interested in the plece reporting Richard Arnold's talks
at Ree-Con '89. One point in particular caught my eye since it directly
contradicted information given me by a colleague across the pond back in July. This
colleague 18 not into Trek, but knows I am. Therefore I traced the USA Today poll
down for pure interest sake. It would appear from reading it that Mr, Arncld ias
becaming extremely economical with the trutht

Having watched said gentleman being slapped down twice by fellow guests for
misinformation at MIDCON in November, ig it now a case of (to borrow a 1ine from
Disraell) "The gentleman is intoxicated with the exuberance of his own verbosgityne



17

(Welva quoted the USA Today articla Barbara sent in the ST In the News Section.
The article is about a poll asking readers to choose thaeir favourite charactarsa
and Richard did say tha original characters,won out. However ha also mentioned
another category asking whethar they should keep making bhe ST movies with the
original cagt or start making them with the new characters and that new
characters won thig one. We wonder 1f 14t was a different poll although Barbara
couldn't traca it.)

Maria Muhlman;

What I can't understand is why our crew even mentilon their age so much. The
new Captain is every day as old as Kirk and Spock and he shows it. Why mention one
and not the other? Why does the original crew have to defend itself? The original
ST wasg the phenomenon, 1t was the unbelievable chemistry and charm that could be
understood all over the world. Kirk had all the authority and respect due him, but
there was also camaraderie, lightness and.. the Triad, which has never been found
anywhere. This is also why I like STV s0 much. It is like an enlarged original
eplsode. And why camplain about the humour? Do people who are thrown togather on
one ship for years forgo humour?

Sandie Cavlesa:
I think sponsoring the training of a gulde dog la a brilliant idea, wheather or

not the GDA accepts tha offered German Shepherd pup. Just tell us what wa have to

do! Or let us dream up some fund-raiging activities. [Ed: See our letter on page 17

lap Ferguay:
Please keep the quizzes and arosswords - and everything else as it is!

Lori Scott:

I just received my £lrat copy of the IDIC newsletter and I love 1t! There are
many differences batween British and American Trekkers though. For instance, many
fans over here love Gates McFadden and weren't fond of Star Trek V. It's nice to
get different opinions on things.

Ag far as the problem with cross-series gtories is concerned, I think it would
be a good idea to have a separate zine just for them. It would be nice to gee how
different authors handle the meeting of characters from both series.

Antje Freudenberg wanted to know when Brent Spiner was born. Well his birthday
is on February 2nd but I'm not sure of the year. It may be 1956. There is a club
over here called The Friends of Brant Spiner and Patrick Stewart. At the mament it
is a free club but that may change in the near future. Anyone interested can write
to: Friends of Brant Spiner and Patrick Stewart, ¢/o Dana Brewer, Rt. 1 Box U490,
Frost, Texas 76611, US.A. [Ed: Please encloge a SASE; non-US members an SAE plus
two IRCs.J

Now I have a question of my ownj was the TV mini-series or regular series,
Scomething is Out There, shown in Britain? If so I would love to hear from anyone
who liked the show, (See Friendship colwnn for addregsl

Sue Embury:

I have been followlng with interest the discussion about TNG. It does seem to
improve as the series progresses. Even the humour, which I thought fell flat early
on, seems to plek up later. A high proportion of the eplscdes T've seen plunge into
quite deep philosophdcal waters too, which 1s of course in the best Trek tradition.

I still don't see any relationships developing comparable to those in the old

series, and I wholeheartedly agree with Ray Dowsaett's explanation of this

phenomenon. Really I would be surprised if the old Kirk,/Spock/McCoy understanding
was equalled, let alone mimicked. I always belleved that the old series was special
because of the exceptional way the three main characters interacted - a relationship
which developed presumably because of inspired craeativity by Gane Roddenberry, aided
by elther brilliant or fortultous casting of the principal actors. To hilt the same
peak of achievament a gecond time would either dafy the laws of probabllity, or else
mean that there was nothing so exceptional about the first success after all. I
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