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"The glory of creation is in {ts infinite diversity and the way our
differences combine to create meaning and beauty.”
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Hello everyone, and a Happy New Year to you all, We would like to thank all of
those of you who sent us Christmas cards, we appreciated them very much.

I am doing the newsletter on my own this time as the weather has been so unsettled
and wintry that we decided it would be better if Sheila and Valerie didn't risk
travelling through to Lochgilphead. I hope that you all survived the bad weather
and didn’t suffer from storm damage or fleoding. Both Lochgilphead and Saitcoals
were flooded, Saltcoats zetting the worst of it, but both Valerie and I were okay
where we Hve. Sheila only had snow and ice to contend with,

Sheila did manage to proofread most of the items for the newsletter as, when we
realised there could be a problem with the weather, I sent her through everything
which was typed up by January 5th. However some of the items which came in later
haven't been proofread and there are no prizes for guessing which is which.
Needless to say this letter is one of the items which missed a proofread. There
wasn't time to send things through to Valerie to proofread as well and we thought
she was the one more likely to be able to get through.

We would like to welcome Helen White to the team as a Committee Assistant, Helen
has dene a lot of work for us in the past; she has helped Karen cover conventions,
written reviews and compiled guizzes and crosswords. Helen has agreed to check and
edit all quizzes and crosswords for us - this is necessary as it is easy to make a
mistake in spelling or something simple. We just don't have the time to do this

and, anyway, Helen's trivia knowledge seems better than ours. I can find cut the
answers to most questions but I don't keep the knowledge in my head. In future
could you please send all crossword and quiz submissions to: Miss Helen White,

34 Fletcher Gardens, Binfield, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1FJ, If you would like Helen

to let you know of any changes she has to make please enclose an SAE,

I will be working overtime for the next few months including, unfortunately, most
Saturdays. Since personal mail, cut of necessity, has to go to the bottom of the

pile, T just want to let my friends know that I’m still speaking to them. I will

be kept rather busy as I have zine masters to print up ready for UFP as well as the
usual club business and the newsletter, You can all heip by sending in items for
the newsletter as soon as possible and not leaving them until the last minute.

This means I can get things typed up in advance. It also means [ have more chance
of getting them to Sheila or Valerie for proofreading if we have bad weather again
next newsletter weekend - which is still possible in March.

Regarding submissions, please do remember to put your full name on all letters,
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articles, stories, poetry and packets of stamps. It i3 only too easy for thinugs to
get separated when we're opening a pile of mail

I have kept the length of this newsletter down to T2 pages. As we mentionsd in the
last newsletter we need two per year at this length to keep the dues at the present
level. [DIC's bank balance is reasonably healthy at the moment but since fhe last
newsletter coast over £B00 to print and post the money doesn’t go far. s wr need
more than 600 copies of this one it will cost aven more.

We have some items held over for the next newsletter but, as always, we nood more -

krep them coming, We love getting your letters for the postbag but | would sk
thiat when vou disagree with what ancther member has said you try to wrile a letter
giving your views but not attacking theirs. It isn't easy, I know, 1 think il is

wt idea that if you read something which you viclently disagree with and which
increnses your blood pressure, that you either wait a couple of days belore wriling
a reply, or you write it straight away but you then put the letter away unhil vou

cool off. Then you can edit it as necessary before sending it in, [ find the

latter idea works best for me as writing it down gets it out of my system, We Jdo
have to remember that although we all enjoy Star Trek we are differen! ja-ople with
different views on things., It is fun to share those views but not to try .l shout
others down.

Our thanks to Teresa Abbott, Frances Abernethy, Irene Ambrose, Janive flowers, Marie
Chettle, Barbara Ellams, Kathleen Glancy, Terry Griffths, Katrina Heintz, hari M

John, Joan Macbeth, Miri Ranha, Gloria Rigg, Clair Roberts, Melanie Siddle, Jean

Sloan, Jenny Turner, Linda Watt, Caro! Weatherill and anyone we have nadvertently
forgotien to mention, for sending in information and/or cuttings.

Thank vou to Peter Arneit, Pamela Dale, P. K, Davies, Karen Embacher, Sue Embury,
Evlynne, Antje Freudenberg, G.H.T., Kathleen Glancy, Muriel Jarrett, Karr M. John,
(hristine Jones, Lloyd Lewis, Shirley Malewski, Fiona McOran-Campbell, Pal

Mitchell, Maria Muhlman, Mike Mullen, Karen Sparks, Jenny Turner, Edward Woo,
Michele Zachayus and everyone else who has sent in donations, collectibles, and/or
used stamps for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. Apologies to anyone we
haven'’t menticned. We would like to give a special mention to the London Worid in
Action Team; Nick Haves, Sarah Manwaring-White, David Mills, Steve Boulton, John
Williams, Stephen Clarke, Geoff Seed and Barbara Ellams, who raised £20 by donating
money to our guide dog appeal for each cup of coffee or tea they had during
December. We would also like to thank the Spider plants of World in Action who
donated their 'appearance on camera’ money, for the Mission to Bagdad programme.

The closing date for the next newsietter is March 6th so the newsletter is lilely
to be posted out around March 27th. T repeat, please do not delay until Lhe last
minute to send items in ~ and while we appreciate your keenness to receive your
newsletter please check the previcus one to find cut when to expect Lhe new one
before writing, or phoning, to ask if one has gone missing.

By the time you receive this we will probably know what has happened in Lhe Gulf
but as I am writing this I am hoping that a peacefui selution will be [ound.

Janet 12/1/91

T B S R e T S S
STAR TREK VI SURVEY

John Taylor is conducting a survey and has asked us {¢ print the following
questions. As far as we know this is a totally independent survey being run by
John and has no connection with any ST organisation.

1. Are you satisfied with Paramount’s ideas for the sixth Star Trek movie?
2, Would you like to see the script come from one of the Star Trek noveis?
3. Would you like tc see some of the novels made into feature length cartoons if
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The stamps weighed just over 50 kg. We receive roughly £3.25 per kilo. We send
all the stamps to our Head Office in Windsor, who have them weighed and then they
forward the money back to our Training Centre here in Forfar.

Thank vou all once again for your support.
Yours sincerely,

G Ramsay
Regional Appeais Support Crgsaniser.

That's £162,50! We've handed in several loads of stamps over the wvears,
mostly collected by STAG members, but this is the first time we've been told how
much there was. Unfortunately, the money raised from the stamps can’t be counted
against our next £1000 but goes into the general funds. {Incidentally, we've given
our donations to the Forfar Centre because it’s convenient to do 30; Sheila lives
less than twenty miles from it. It’'s amazing how you can begin to think quite
possessively of something like that when it's as close as that.j

For those of you wheo have asked - we take any used stamps, British, foreign,
definitives, commemoratives. It would be a great help if you could trim them ~
leave about quarter of an inch (haif a centimetre} all round. ESven if vou don't
get much mail, two or three stamps sent when you write us (even if it's just your
membership renewal} all help towards the next £182. 50 kg is a lot of stamps!

X KRR R AR R R

LATEST STAR TREK NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton
5TAR TREK VI
The following is from Star Trek the Official Fan Club Magazine 77, Dec/Jan 90/891:

Paramount is gearing up for the start of production on Star Trek VI, which if all
goes as planned, will be released for Christmas '91. Nicholas Meyer who has just
finish his directorial role on MGM's tentatively titled Dinosaurs, with Gene
Hackman and Mikail Baryshnikov in London, has been assigned to write and direct
what is being called the last film in the Star Trek series.

According to the Hollyweod trade paper, Daily Variety, Mever has turned in his
first draft and expects to do considerably more polishing. Reached in London by
Variety, Meyer offered only a clue to the story line of the sixth feature: Spock
falls in love. Meyer said shooting is unlikely to start before April,

Long time producer, Ralph Winter, who has worked on several of the Star Trek films,
is expected to return for the film. Paramount is also in negotiations with
Industrial Light and Magic to produce the effects for STVI,

STAR TREX ON SKY
The Star Trek Animations are being shown on 3ky on Saturday wornihgs at either
09.50 Or 10.50. T think it is 09.50 (I couldn’t check as I was at work - ! already
have most of them on video). They are not advertised so we thank Peter Fryer for
the information.

STAR TREK ON ITV

Star Trek-The Motion Picture was shown on STV on Tuesday lst January.
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STAR TREK on BBC

Star Trek III: The Search For Spock was shown on BBC 1 Saturday 8th December.
BBC 1 Rating: 8 - 11.37 million viewers.

Star Trek: The Next Generation screening dates and ratings - the figures are taken
from Breadcast:

5 24/10/90 Lonely among Us {7} BBC 2 Rating: 5 - 4.12 million viewers.
7 31/10/9C The Last Outpost (&) BBC 2 Rating: 8 - 4.38 millicn viewers.
8 7/11/90 The Baitle (9} BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4,65 million viewers.
9 14/11/90 Haven (11} . BBC 2 Rating: 7 - 3.98 million viewers,
10 21/11/90 Hide and @ {10} BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4.51 million viewers,
i1 28/11/90 Justice (B} . BBC 2 Rating: 5 - 4,41 million viewers,
12 5/12/90.Toc Short a Season {18) BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4.04 million viewers.
13 12/12/90 The Big Goodbye {12} " BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4.15 million viewers.
14 19/12/90 Datalore (13) BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4.05 million viewers.

15 9/ 1/91 Angel One {14}

The BBC have confirmed that TNG will continue after Christmas taking us up to the
climax of the first series, and set the scene for the second season later on in
1981, {info TV Zone 14)

The rest of the lst semson of TNG in Screening Order. Synopsis by Karen Sparks

HEART OF GLORY (20} Written by Maurice Hurley & Herbert Wright & D C Fontana
Three Klingons are rescued, from a severely damaged {reighter and Picard isn't
convined by their story. During their stay aboard the Enterprise they tell only
Worf the truth about their intentions and he must choose between his heritage and
his ship.

THE ARSENAL OF FREEDOM (21) Teleplay by Richard Manning & Hans Beimler,

Story by Maurice Hurley & Robert Lewin.

Investigating the mysterious disappearance of a ship, an away team come under fire
from weapon robots which learn from their mistakes and keep returning to attack.
Picard and the badly injured Dr Crusher are trapped in a sinkhole and encounter a
holographic weapons salesman,

SYMBIOSIS {22) Teleplay by Robert Lewin & Richard Manning & Hans Beimler,
Story by Robert Lewin.

The Enterprise becomes involved in a difficult situation where one planet supplies
its neighbour with a highly addictive drug which they believe they need to survive
a plague. Picard must determine whether and how the Prime Directive should be
applied here, '

SKIN OF EVIL (23) Teleplay by Joseph Stefano & Hannah Louise Shearer

A shuttlecraft carrying Troi and a pilot crashes on Vagra Two. On the rescue
miszion the away team encounter an extremely hostile alien life form which takes
satisfaction in causing suffering - and kills a much loved member of the crew.

WE'LL ALWAYS HAVE PARIS {24) Written by Deborah Dean Davis & Hannah Louise Shearer
While experiencing disturbing 'time loops’ the Enterprise responds to a distress

call and beams aboard the scientist respongible for causing them and his wife, an

old flame of Picard’s. Data must risk his life to cure the time anomaly, and

Picard and Janice resoive old differences.

CONSPIRACY (25) Teleplay by Tracy Torme, Story by Robert Sabaroff.

Picard is summoned to a mysterious, secret meeting with 3 other captains who tell
him that Starfleet iz somehow being infiltrated and high ranking officers are being
‘taken over’. Picard orders his ship to Earth to confront Starfleet Command and
finds the situation even worse than he suspected.
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THE NEUTRAL ZONE (26} TV story and teleplay by Maurice Hurley, from a story by
Neborah Mcelntyre & Mona Clee

Three 20th century humans are rescued from sleep capsules on a derelict ship, and
revived aboard the Enterprise, 300 years in their future. Their problems pale into
insignificince when the Enterprise is confronted by a Romulan ship whose wuccupants
Jeclare, "We are back!"

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION
STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION - Fourth Season Episodes by Terry Griffiths.

REMEMBER ME (79) Written by Lee Sheldon.

Bev Crusher has an elderly friend beamed aboard the Enterprise, He complains that
Lhe main problem with old age is that the people you know ars Jdisappearing one by
one. When the crew of the Enterprise begin to disappear, Bev wonders if she is
going crazy.

LEGACY (80) Written by Joe Menosky.

The pilots of a damaged ship evacuate in an escape pod and land on the pianet where
Tasha Yar grew up. The Enterprise sets out on a rescue mission. When they arrive,
they find two rival factions; one has the pilots captive and the other offers help

in their recovery. Dsata and the rest of the crew find a special reascn for wanting
to heip.

REUNION (81) Teleplay by Thomas Perry & Jo Perry and Denald D Moore & Brannon
Bragar, Story by Drew Deighan and Thomas Perry & Jo Perry,

The head of the Klingen Council is dying through slow poisening and persiades
Picard to act as arbiter in the rite of succession. Picard's independence is
esgential because one of the claimants is suspected of the poisoning. Picard has
the help of the ambassador K’Ehleyr. Duras returns to antagonise Worf, but Worf is
more concerned with K'Ehleyr's son.

FUTURE IMPERFECT (82) Written by J Larry Carroll and David Bénnett Carren.
Riker awakes in sickbay 16 years after being gassed on an away mission. He has
lost all memory of the intervening years and is shocked to find that he is now
captain of the Enterprise. When Admiral Picard and his aide Deanna Troi arrive
aboard & Romulan warbird, he thinks he has had enough shocks -~ then Deanna
introduces him to his somn.

Further 4th season episcdes:

Final Mission - After a shuttle crash Picard and Wesley are stranded on a planet
and Picard is injured. (uplink 17/11/90)

The Loss ~ Troi loses her empathic abilities.

Data’s Day - Data gives away the bride at O'Brien’s wedding and makes a diary of a
typical day for Bruce Maddox (Measure of a Man). Bev teaches Data to dance.
{week of 7/1/91)

The Wounded - An uneasy peace between the Federation and the Cardosian race is set
to be shattered by a Federation captain who seems bent on war. {week of 26/1)

Devil’s Due ~ A now-peaceful world is threatened by the Devil, This script was
originally written for the planned 70's Star Trek II series, and has been
heavily rewritten by Michael Pillar. (weck of 2/2/91)

(info Terry Griffiths and TV Zone 14)

Some rumeours from TV Zone 14, which may or may not be true, include: there will be
another trip to the Klingon home planet; they are still talking about the

possibility of Nichell Nichols appearing as Guinan's Mother {or even her daughter);
there are story ideas hanging round for the return of @, Lieutenant Barclay {Hellow
Pursuits}, Lwaxana Troi and Vulcan Doctor Selar. The Romulans and the Borg will
return, as might the parasitic race from Conspiracy - possibly in this season’s

finale. There's even talk of a return visit by ViGer {ST-TMP} with Stephen Collins
reprising his role as Commander Decker; Wil Wheaton wil} probably rveturn for a few
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episodes next season; apparently Denise Crosby would also like to return on a
permanent basis, but they would have to find a way to achieve that believably;
there are plans afoob for something very special for the opening episode of season
five {coinciding with Star Trek's 25th anniversary). The rumour is that we will
finally see the return of Captain Spock in the fascinating script Return to
Forever, involving the Guardian of Forever.

MISC

Captain Kirk and Scotty are being used to promote the next stage in £3 billion
electricity sell-off,

Sign Me Up Scotty Today 21/11/80.

[William Shatner and James Doohan] are filming the zommercial in the US this week.
But the ad, which features the Star Trek line "Beam me up Scotty”, started a
squabble between ministers. In the original script, Scotty couldn't beam Kirk up
because he hadn't bought any shares in National Power or PowerGen., Kirk stranded
on a strange planet with his prospectus, says: "Scotty just hasn’t zot the power.”
This was sheived after a complaint from Scottish Secretary Malcolm Riflkind, who

said the line would offend Scottish people. Energy Secretary John Wakeham gave in,
and Kirk now says: "He hasn't got the power.”

"¥irk Beams up_Sale of Generators’” Daily Express 12/12/90

According te this article which appeared on the Money page "Captain Kirk and the
crew of the Starship Enterprise will be on the first TV ad to beoldly promote the £3
billion sale of the two generators, National Power and its smaller siblings. The
idea is to appeal to the more sophisticated investor.” This next stage will be

with us in February.

"Seil~off From OQut Space” Daily Mail 29/12/90

Article about the sell~off of the two generating companies and mentioning that the
Power chiefs have decided to use the Star Trek theme to seil shares. "Electricity
seil-off planners believe that the underlying message of the TV soap - ultra high-
tech power with responsibility - will hit just the right note. And it will appeal
te the families who followed Captain Kirk and the spaceship's irascible engineer,
Scotty, whose duties included ‘beaming up’ crew members after their adventures.”

"Kirk’s Blast-Qff" Teoday 7/1/91
The ads start on January 10th.
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STAR TREK IN THE NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton

The purpose of this column is to let vou know which magazines to look out for as
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers. Most
magazines are available from the book shops listed at the end of the newsletter or
in the Merchandising column.

STAR TREK THE QFFICIAL FAN CLUB 77 December/January 1990/81.

Articles about Wil Wheaton (4 pages), Robert Blackman {TNG Costume Designer),
Celeste Yarnell {Martha Landon in The Apple}, Eric Menvuk {The Traveller in Where
No One Has Gone Before), Winrich Kolbe (TNG Director, episodes include Pen Pals %
The Bonding), Howard Weinstein and his novel Exiles).

STARLOG 162 January 1891.

Articles on LeVar Burton (4 pages) and Liam Sullivan {Parmen in Flato’s
Stepchildren). Of the famous ‘kiss’ scene Sullivan says, "I don't think that scene
waa a subject at all during the filming., I don’t think any of the actors,
certainly not Shatner or Nichols, thought they were breaking ground
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sociologically." Nevertheless, the famous kissing scene took more Lthan 30 takes.
"Perhaps that was hecause Shatner and Nichols giggled during the sequence,
Everyene on the set seemed to think it was a big joke that this nut emperor was
making them kiss in 2 romantic way. After all, in all of the episcdes of Star Tvek
there hadn’t been a relationship between Kirk and Uhura aside from the business of
running & starship,  Seo, when Parmen made them kiss, it was totally irrational,
cheracter~wise.

STARLOG 183 February 198L,
An article on Robert Brown who played Lazarus in The Alternative Factor. (3 payes)
An article on Gates McFadden where she Lalks about her role as Beverly Crusher.

(4.5 pages)

TV ZONE 13 December 1890,
Article on The Ferengi; Book Reviews - Exiles [TNG 14) by Howard Weinstein; Video
Reviews - The Empath/The Tholian Web 83/64.

TV ZONE 14 January 1991 - Bumber Issue £2.30.

Article on Trek Androids by BSFR's Rod Summers: Part Cne of an interview with
Michael Dorn; Lost Trek {an article on the BBC cuts in classic Trek 2pisodesi;

Book Reviews - Home Ts The Hunter by Dana Kramer-Rells; Video Reviews - For The
World.Is Hollow/Day of The Dove 65/66.

STARBURST 148 December 1990.
An interview with Whoopi Goldherg,

125 Years angd Still they Cling On!" Daily Star 30/10/90.

General article about ST and TNG which includes some quotes from Gene.

The out~of-this-world success of the show has amazed the man who areated it all
those years ago, Mr Star Trek himself - Gene Roddenberry. Roddenberry is the
elder statesman of TV science fiction and is still the main aitraction at Star Trek
cenventions. "The Trekkie conventions are not as bizarre as vou might think," he
explains. "Fans range from children, who view it as a sort of fairyland, to
serious adults,”

From a recent article about education {paper unknownh

"The prospectus also outlines some of the aims of the sixth-form course, which
include, among other things, "ensuring progression in recreationalmodules™. What
on earth is a recreaticnal module? It sounds like something out of Star Trek.
{"Bones, have you seen Spock?" "He's in the recreational module with Scotty,
Jim.™")

"A ‘“Trek’ Ahead The Next Generation Comes of Age USA Today 1/11/90

An excellent article to mark TNG matching classic Trek’s 79 episodes.

Berman says no cne’s exactly celebrating the fact Next Generation has overtaken the
original’s lifespan. "We just feel a little luckier.”

And wiser, judging from the eloquent speech Spiner read last week from his scrip:
"If being human is not simply a matter of being born flesh and bload, if it is
instead a way of thinking, acting and feeling, then | am hopeful that one day 1

will discover my own humanity. Until the, I will continue learning, changing,
growing and trying to become more than what I am.”

"The Enterprise is Boldly Going Again" Daily Express 1/1/91

This article again reiterates the rumoured plot where Spock gets married, Kirk
becomes a monk and the rest gets killed off. Other than that it is a nice article
on Leonard Nimowv,

"Mr Spock Boldly Comes Back Again” Today 2/1/91
A short sarcastic article on the above plot. Did you know that Spock is
'blue-blooded".

"Spock Will Return!™ Daily Mirror 2/1/91
Short articie saying Leonard Nimoy has been persuaded to play Speck in a Star Trek:
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The Next Generation episode to mark Star Trek’s 25th Anniversary. His fee is
likely to be £1.5 million.

"Spock is Back on the Trek" Daily Star 2/1/91

Same as above but saying the episode, Return to Forever will be shown on BBC2 in
the sutumn!! The arfticle also says that STVI: The Voyage to Infinity will be
released here in time for Christmas!

fJanet: Don’t get your hopes up. If the episode is made it will be shown in the
States In September but we will probably have to wait another 3 years. The BBC do
some odd things but they are unlikely to show the start of the 3th seascon before
the 2nd. Also, If we gel STVI at the time as it Is released in the States it will

be a first.]

“Par, it's 0ld Mr Spock Again" The Sun 2/1/91
Similar te the above but it just mentions the episode will be shown in the autumn -
not where.

The HMV Christmas Catalogue managed to switch the video cvovers for Classic Trek and
ING.

Some Telephone Directories have a Star Trek related advert for bold print; "Boldly
go"” and "Superboldly z¢". The advert shows entries for "KIRK CAPTAIN JAMES T, Spc
Expl, Trek Ho," and "KIRX ADMIRAL JAMES T, Astro Conslt- Dunbeaming...”

SRRk Rk Rk oK

ACTOR INFO

compiled by Janet Quarton

William Shatner

“Frontiersman _ William Shatner’s Brave New World! Radio Times 8-14 December,
1980,

1/2 page article about William Shatner mentioning his first SF novel, Tek War and
that he is planning to re-create his role in a sequel to his 1977 film, Kingdom of
the Spiders. It also says he has recently completed a ten-part TV series, Voice of
the Planet.

A recent articie in TIME magazine told of William Shatner winning another biue
ribben riding one of his beautiful 5-gaited saddlebred horses. He and the horse
appeared at the prestigious International Horse Show in New York City. Mr Shatner
also appeared in a segment of a Pet Show TV presentation, riding his horses and
playing with his doberman dogs. (info Shirley Maiewski, STW)

Members in the USA may see Leonard Nimoy and his daughter Julie in one of the
Cldsmobile commercials, and also hear the voice of Mark Lenard on the SAAB
commercials and Patrick Stewart on the Pontiac ones. {info Shirley Maiewski, STW)

George Takel - news from Ena Glogowska:

September, October, and November George was in New York. Rehearsals for
Philip Gonda’s play the Wash began in September. The play ran from Cctober Z6th to
November 18th 1990, at the Manhattan Theatre Club, and was a great success. The
fact that the run was not extended had nothing to do with the Box Office demands.
Several of the actors had pre-booked their return flights home, and the dates could
not be altered. It would have spoiled the smooth interaction between the cast to
call in replacements. The Wash will run from January Sth 1991 to February 16th in
Los Angeles at the Mark Taper Forum of the Los Angeles Music Center.

The Wash is a Japanese-American version of the "kitchen-sink” comedy.
Overbesring husband, down~trodden wife, and a 40 year marriange, get a reshuffle
when the wife finally decides to leave. There is atill a strong sense of duty
which makes her continue to do the husband’s washing and ironing, which she brings
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round regularly every week, Somewhere along the way she meets Sadac, a man who is
as unlike her domineering husband as chalk and cheese, Sadao iz considerate, kind
and easy going. Guess who plays the role ? Yes, it's George. He achieves a life
long ambition and "gets the giri"!!

The delay in making the Star Trek VI movie has given George the time needed to
do this play. It is possible that it will not start filming until the end of March
ar even later.

A number of Convention appearances by George have had to be cancelled because
of his commitment to The Wash, but fans in New York and Los Angeles have an
excellent opportunity of seeing him "live" on stage. That is an experience not to
be missed,

Marina Sirtis

"Star Trekker’s Dad boldly Blew All the Family Cash." The Sun 3/12/90

Article about how Marina Sirtis’s dad gave up gambling which was a problem in the
Greek Cypriot community,

Whoopi Goldberg
"The Spirit of Love" Flicks October, 90.
An article about Ghost in which Whoopi Goldberg plays the medium Oda Mae Brown.

SRR AR KO  ROKRORR R

MERCHANDISE

compiled by Janet Quarton

BOOKS -

Dec PBHZ T42 Home is the Hunted by Dana Kramer-Rolls. Pocket Books.
TNGL5  JFortune’s Light by Michael Jan Friedman.
P30 T43 Demons by J.M. Dillard Titan
P53 Ghost-Walker by Barbara Hambly Pocket Books & Titan
TNG16&  Contamination by John Vornholt Pocket Books & Titan

Probe by Margaret Wander Bonnano is due to be published in Hardcover in the States
around April. (info TV Zone 14}

VIDEOS

ST:TNG lst season tapes are now being released at £9.99. The episodes have been
recorded in their original form and not edited together as they were in the rental
tapes,

DATALORE/ANGEL ONE

11001001/TO0 SHORT A SEASON

Due next,

WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKXKS/HOME SOIL

COMING OF AGE/HEART OF GLORY

Original series tapes priced £9.99 in the shops or the same from Andromeda plus
p&p.

63/64 EMPATH/THOLIAN WEB

65/66 FOR THE WORLD IS HOLLOW.../DAY OF THE DOVE

67/68 PLATO'S STEPCHILDREN/WINK OF AN EYE

69/70 THAT WHICH SURVIVES/LET THAT BE YOUR LAST BATTLEFIELD
Due Next:

71/72 WHOM GOD'S DESTROY/MARK OF GIDEON

73/74 LIGHTS OF ZETAR/CLOUD MINDERS

75/78 WAY TO EDEN/REQUIEM FOR METHUSELAH

T1/78/79 SAVAGE CURTAIN/ALL OUR YESTERDAYS/TURNABOUT INTRUDER

ST V - The Final Frontier A couple of members said they have seen this, or bought
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it, on sell-through at £9.99 but we think it must have been rentsl copies. CIC
plan to release STV con sell-through next April

The scundtracks for the Star Trek movies; ST:TMP, STIII, STIV and STV {(we're not
sure about STII) are availabie on CD from The Movie Boulevard, Baker House, 9 New
York Road, Leeds, LSZ 9PF. tel: (0532} 422888, The soundtrack frem STiTNG
Encounter at Farpoint and Star Trek Sound Effects {original series) are also
avallable on CD. They offer a fast and reliable service. (info: Julie Woolaston)

Carol Swift recommends the following:

S & P Parker (Movie Market), The Medlvcott Centre, Gainsborough, Milborne Port,
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5Ba. Tel. No. {0963) 251199, Simon and Paul Parker have a
wide selection of Classic Trek; Next Generation; 60s TV Shows and general
photographs for sale at very reasonable prices and for just £2 a year they will
send regular catalogues and updated supplements. Service is very good and
reliable.

Engale Marketing {Thunderbooks}, 332 Lytham Road, Blackpool, FY4 1DW, (0253} {48321,
Engale have a wide selection of books, comics, magazines, postcards ete, and cover
most S/F and TV Fantasy. When contacting it {s better to perhaps state a
particular ‘want' as the catalogue they supply dees not cover everything available,
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POSTBAG

Please send in vour letters of comment and discussion for this section - the more
the merrier. I1f possible could you word vour letter for printing or at least
indicate that it is meant for the n/l. Please remember that the reader may not
have the last newsletter, or have it.to hand, so when referring to anything in
previous letters make it clear what you are talking about.

Richard Drinkwater:

I have noticed what seems to be an error in STIII. In STILTWOK, after Kirk,
McCoy, Saavik etc. have beamed back aboard the Enterprise from underground, Kirk
makes for the turbo elevator. However Spock tells him that the elevators are
inoperative below C-Deck. But then in STTII, after Kirk, Scotty and Chekov have
initiated the self destruct they come out of the elevator on B-deck (as shown by
the marks on the doors) and tun to the transporter room. This means that in STII
the transporter room was somewhere below C-deck and in STIIIL it seems to be on
B-Deck. [Ed: The Enterprise does have more than one transporter room which may be
the answer.] ’

As a lot of people seem to be speculating about STVI in n/l 13 I may as well
put my opinions into the ving. I think that for once we should have a full crew on
the Enterprise and a decent battle scene with the deflector shields working for
once. In all the battle scenes in the films the deflector shields were down and in
STIY, 111 and IV the crew were either not there or all trainees. We don’t seem to
have had a decent idea of what the Enterprise can actually do in good conditions.

I know that some people would say that battle scenes take the film more inte the
realms of plain SF rather than ST as it were, but I think that they’re exciting,
and bring the crew's relationships to the surface as they’re all under stress and
putting their trust in Kirk.

I have also been thinking of the BBC's idea of screening Classic Trek again. |
think it’s a good idea, however because Sky's broadcasts of Trek were exactly the
same as the BBC versions (with all the cuts in I mean), it seems to me that the
copies with the cuts in must be the only ones the BBC has, as they sold them to
Sky. This would result in the usual ruined episodes being screened, and the fan
who hasn't bought the videos from CIC will not be able to see the proper versions
vet again. I only hope that the BBC goes mad and tries to get the originals from
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pParamount for the benefit of us fans.

Anne Devrell:

Spare a thought for us "down under” - not only do we have no classic Trek
showing, ne current TV station with screening rights seems to be interested in
obtaining ST:TNG. One even gave the excuse that it was on videc therefore its no
so. So we make do. Friends who have NTSC compatible PAL machines often get other
friends visiting for longer stays than usual, not very satisfactory but it's our
anly solutien for now.

Since the first [TNG] episode | saw was Where No One Has Gone Before the
disappeintment of Farpoint wasn’t felt by myself. It was good. The Traveiler
coupled with Wesley's ability made for me a welcome change to the slightly gung ho
Kirk and Co. And it is Star Trek, different vet with teuches of Lhe same.

To Lesley Arrowsmith: If vou ever come to Sydney visit the Powerhouse Museum.
The Space Exhibit has a large backdrop painting featuring the Moon surrounded by
stars, planets etc. except one star isn't quite the right shape. The artist, a
long time fan, could not resist the temptation to make a dream into reality.

To Teresa Abbott n/1 13 [Re death stories] - Authors often speil certain
stories of this type. I came across an excellent older age novel featuring the big
three - however, when approaching the finish, the author couldn’'t do what was
necessary. In consequence I felt cheated when the ending finally happened. If vrou
wish to kill off a character do it, otherwise don’t write your story at all

To Helen White n/l 13 - Thanks for your quiz, it was stimulating even if I
didn’t get everything right. Deja Q is good - Guinan's revenge is definitely
poetic justice.

Sandie Cayless:
The last newsletter was great as always, It was good to hear that we have

raised encugh to train one Guide Dog and are on our way to another. It would be
nice to have a phote of "our" dog. Is there any way to do it? 1 would be willing
to pay for one and it would be another way to raise funds!

[Ed: When Gracie has finished her training and "hopefully"” qualified we will
receive & photo of her and print a copy in the newsletter. If any members want
copies of the actual photo we will try and order some from the photographer
although they will probably be expensive enough without adding any extra.]

Elena Bond:

While I wholeheartedly agree with Mike Mullen that $T needs more strong women
characters (it veally is lime we had women captains and first officers), I can’t
understand why when they do come up with a strong woman like Sheiby [Best of Both
Worlds) she must be portrayed as being hasty and spiteful to a man as lovely as
Commander Riker. A woman can be a go-getter without having to resort to such
unprovoked attacks on Riker just because he is a man. I feei it's sad women must
always be shown as bitches.

Possessing far more experience than Shelby, Riker is perfectly correct in that
if Shelby persists in throwing herself at the front line all the time she will get
herself killed, This Riker j& keen to prevent {perhaps he even secretly cares for
her). Shelby comes to realise his approach is right: it's not a case of Shelby
bowing gracefully to Riker's authority. On the contrary what is striking is the
grace Riker displays in handling Shelby's unwarranted behaviour; he is not drawn
into the situation, neither does he ever held it against her. Far from weakening
in Part 2 Shelby comes over as stronger when she stops her vendetta against Riker.

And oh, when it comes to men, does not the woman have bad taste! I adore
William Riker (Jonathan Frakes is the most gorgeous man I have ever laid eyes on,
he is by far my favourite TNG actor). Is Sheiby so immune to Riker's dazzling
emerald eyes and equisitely handsome face? As & woman (and yes I am a feminist} I
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can assure Mike Mulien there is no honour in being blind to such beauty.
{Janet: Remember -~ beauty is in the eye of the beholder.]

Kathleen Glancy:

I'm almost sorry to hear that the rumours about STVI are definitely not true
{1 suspected as much, of course} as [ find the idea of James T Kirk as i monk
hysterically funny, [ mean, to be a monk you must foliow rules of chastity,
humility, obedience and poverty. Poverty he would handle - he coped when thrown
back to the Depression - but he'd have trouble with the rest.

I can’t agree with Sue Embury about Michael J Fox. Shatner, even sans lifts,
is surely taller than little Mr. Fox,

1 can't see how anvone, sven a non-Gilbert & Sullivan aficionado, can have
thought the Iyrics in How Much for Just the Planet were G & S. The idiom is quite
clearly American - ‘down-home’ and 'trash’ to give two examples - and Gilbert’s
Tnglish is ever of the purest. I suspect they were written for the book - they do
not come from any musical comedy or operetta with which T am familiar and T am
familiar with a Jot - Edinburgh has two G & S societies 'so yah, boo and sucks to
Linda Wood - and 1 hope she knows that the Edinburgh G & $ Society ave doing the
first performance of The Grand Duke to be seen in Scotland since 1912 in March and
is arranging a coach party) as well as two light opera/musical comedy societies and
an outfit that does concert performances of obscure operettas, by Sullivan but not
Gilbert among others. [ also have a huge record and tape cecllection. As a matter
of record, the verses sung by Sulu, Uhura and Scotty which are G & S are
respectively from Ruddigore, Patience and The Sorcerer. [(Janet: non-Scottish
please note that a certain rivalry exists between Edinburgh and Glasgow.]

To Russell Witheyman - I am puzzled by your statements that other people might
agree that Shatner did a good job on STV if they but read his perseonal account of
making it. His personal account lindeed, anyone’s personal account of any svent}
is hardly going to be a totally impartial and unbiased assessment of his
performance, is it? Naturally he thinks he did all right. We zll like %to think
that. 1f, say, George Lucas and Stephen Speilberg said they thought he’'d done a
great job that might sway my opinion - they are experts in the field and have nc
axe to grind themselves, so I might think they had perceived some brilliant feat of
direction that had escaped me as a mere part of the audience. But what Shatner
sarys, or what his daughter says {(naturally, she is biased in his favour - she would
not be a very nice sort of girl or he would not have been a good father if she
wasn’t biased in his favour, and clearly neither condition applies) must be taken
as one-sided.

I loved the glossary. It strikes me as odd, knowing what 'queen’' is a slang
term for in the USA, that the K/S theorists have never cited ‘Gueen Lo Queen’s
Leve!l 3' where 'Gueen' means Kirk as proof positive.

I always found the US flag bit in The Omega Glory absurd. The flag, I admit,
means more to the Americans than our flag does to us, It has some of the
significance that we invest instead in the perscn of the Monarch. But why the
blazes would Spock stand for it? He isn™ an American., True he reveres the iDIC
sign - but that is not as limited a thing as the Stars and Stripes. It is more the
equivalent of the crucifix - or it would be move accurate fo say a combination of
the crucifix, the Star of David, the crescent and every other religious symbol of
Carth as Vulcan seems only to have had one Prophet and that was Surak. The idea of
paying any particular reverence to a bit of cloth that was once the flag of a
nation now subsumed in the world government should seem as absurd to Spock as if
somecone told him he should walk backwards from the presence of any descendant of
the House of Mountbatten-Windsor he might meet. When they carried that flag in the
others might have risen {(though McCoy's genes should have twitched in protest -
that was the flag under which his ancestors were beaten into submission) but Spock
should have sat where he was. He was not feeling well anyway.
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{Janet: Does one not rise out of respect to another nation’s flag or
religion? It was the Kohms flag and had religious significance to them.]

Karin bacher:

They’ve redubbed the ZDF version of TNG from the video version and they are
interchanging scenes. Quite strange. I'm glad I'm getting the CIC tapes, not that
I've become a TNG fan, but still it’s nice to know what's really going on in the
episodes. I've seen Sarek but found it quite tiring and long winded at the
beginning. Only Mark Lenard's appearance made the episode more appealing, though 1
consider the plot very weird, Apart from that I only know the episodes which have
been published on video so far. I still haven't managed to astablish any
relationship with the characters.

Matthew Spires:
Personally, I prefer the Next Generation to ciassic Trek, but I find both very

enjoyable. I have only relatively recently ‘discovered' the original series from
the Sky TV showings, although T have followed the Next Generation’s progress for
about a year now.

[ found the convention reports in the newsletter particularly interesting and
I hope you will continue repeating them as I don’t get much of a chance to visit
them, being still at school.

Clair Roberts:

I was interested to read that other members have been abie to obtain ST: The
Finsl Frontier on pre~recorded tapes, I obtained my copy this summer in a large
bookshop in Canterbury - the shelves were overflowing with them and I was very
surprised to see it had been released on sell though so early, My copy was shrink
wrapped, has the 3TV:The Final Frontier logo and colouring with the Paramount logo
on the left hand side at the bottom and the CIC logo on the right, the only
difference between this and my other Trek films was the size of the box, it is
slightly larger - the tape is brand new and cost me £8.99 — I think I went
overdrawn to get it!!

Over the past few newsletters, I have been getting rather annoyed with the
criticism being levelled at William Shatner, his directing and acting in 8TV and
having remained quiet for so long feel that I must add my support for Mr Shatner
and say that after reading The Making of STV before I could get to see the film ~ I
found it an excellent film, I could see the proeblems which were explained in the
book in great detsail, and was stunned with the photography and lighting provided by
Mr, Shatner’s crew, the agony of waiting and waiting for that certain moment in the
day to get "that shot" and then to sympathise with him when in the rushes later on
the shot had not worked. I agonised again over the way his original story was cut
to pieces and then presented to him as a skeleton with which to redress, with new
ideas, which wouldn’t be too religiously provecative! and the endless compromises
he suffered again and again. At times things seemed to be deliberately going
against him and which were absolutely no fault of his (je the teamsters strike
which meant that there were practically no experienced drivers to be had - leaving
the most precious cargoes in the hands of the 'new guys’ who did their best, but
rather let the side down at times) I could go on, but those of you who have read
The Making of STV will appreciate the herculean task taken on by Mr Shatner in
being not only the director but also the lead actor! I personally think he did
very well to cope with both these demanding jobs!!! OK, maybe Leonard Nimoy did a
better job of directing STII:TSFS and STIV:TVH, but in TSFS he deliberately had a
storyline which kept him off camera therefore allowing himself to become just ‘the
director’ and gain the necessary experience in this particular field! Now, you can
hardly expect to see a Trek movie without Kirk (ie Mr. Shatner) in fronf of the
camera., What I'm trying to point cut is that Mr. Shatner was not able to be ‘off
screen’ long enough to get one movie under his belt before tackling another one as
with Mr, Nimoy, because a Trek movie without Kirk is unthinkable (and would have
been detrimental to the story in STV} in my opinion! In closing this piece I would
like to know from all those who are actively criticising Mr. Shatner and STV, if
they have sat down and read The Making of STV and understood the probiems he not
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only faced but overcame, brilliantly to my mind as the final product shows!

If people cannot offer constructive criticism, in my opinion, they should
leave well alone. After all, it's so easy to say from the comfort of one's
armchair "that's a load of rubbish, he should have done or said this” etc, Could
they de any hetter?

On to other matters. Firstly, thank vou Helen White for replying to my plea
for help with costumes; it was so nice to hear from you, Helen. [ look forward lo
meeting vou abt a Con and to finding out how vou made ryour movie costume, I took
your advice and, when searching through a remnant sale came up with a gold velour
piece about 2 metres for £1.99 {7} and blue velour for £2.98, [ have the material
for the trousers and now only need to get the braiding, boots and :zip and with a
little, well rather a lot of help from my mum {she of the sewing machine} will
hopefully be able to wear it to the next con. As a byline, readers may like fo
know that the Sheffield Space Centre stall has classic Trek patterns which sell at
£1,50 and come in both male and female designs ‘the men's design is for the shirt
only so vou've pretty much on youwr own as far as the trousers go.i Sheffield Space
Centre is at 33 The Wicker, Sheffield, Tel. Yo. i0742) 7888905, They are very
helprul,

To Edward Woo - I have a copy of SuTMP paperback, as its not in perfect
condition ! will accept 30p plus postage for it. I seem to be able to pick up Trek
books quite reasonably at the London Comic marts and believe it or not - local
second hand shops!. The things people will give away{!} If anyone clse needs Trek
related bocks and can't get the one they are looking for/missing etc, write to me
through the newsletter and I'll try to get it for you, within reason of course.

General - 1 wrote to Franklin Mint requesting details of the Chess set and am
still awaiting a reply. Thanks to the newsletter I have been able to order the
Trek Tilm soundtracks on CD which I thought T would never be able o obtain -
through the Movie Boulevard in Leeds, so [ am anxiously awaiting their return!

How nice to read about vour [Janet's] meeting with Gene, he really is the
perfect gentleman, isn’t he? Interesting to rsad of the origin of "Q", what an
honour. I had been wondering where that name came from and now I know {isn’t John
de Lancie the perfect "Q" - don’t answer that, it's a family newsletter!?)

Did you all see Telly Addicts on Monday 10th Dec, 1890 - they showed a c¢lip of
The Twilight Zone episode, Nightmare at 30,000 Feet - the bit where William Shatner
is shooting at the monster (?!*) on the wing of the aeroplane and succeeds in
almost being sucked out of the window - excellent stuff, T nearly choked on my tea
when it came on - it was so unexpected but very nice.

Christine Hornby:

I do not usually get the urge to take up my pen as soon as I've finished
reading a zine, but Log Entries 84 has made me do this. It's a marvellous zine -
ALL the stories are good - the standard as high as ever - and a beautiful illo on
P2' But the story I've just lived through, the one that has simply made me pick up
this pen - at 2am, I hasten to add -~ is the one called ‘Foundations’ by Teresa
Abbott., Ch, wow!

Please do convey my thanks and many congratulations to her for this wonderful
portrayal of our Kirk and Spock - McCoy too - during first season. She’s caught
them all just perfectly, invented a good plot and tied everything in so well with
aired episodes... most of all, she has Spock’s doubts, hesitancy, fears and the
ways in which Jim's virtually mirror them all, so weil., 1 didn’t want it to end,
just to go on and on, especially once they'd finally put things right.. Teresa
really excelled herself this time and I am about to read it once more - 1 just had
to say something now! And ves, I'd always wondered about pessible solutions to the
inconsistency over Sam’s and Aurelin’s kids!!

As a seeming afterthought, the Fancy Dress story was lovely too, and I loved
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Taken for Granted... I enjoyed then all, but Foundations really is set apart.
Please do convey my love for the story to its authoress and mark me down as one of
her firm fans!

{Ed - We did. (We've put this letter in the Postbag instead of under Zine Reviews
because Christine hasn't said anything about the contentsh )

Gloria, Fry:

Now that I have seen all the ¥ext Gen so far aired on the BBC, abcout a dozen
or so, I think; I have to say that ! am not impressed at all. ] know I have been
told that it improves, and | have seen a few third season ones at Partick 3Burgh
Halls, but I still cannot like or care one bit aboul the characters. Data is the
only exception, he displays the endearing innocence (that was Spock’s) about many
situations.

I see, according to some of your correspondents in the newsletter, that I am
not alone in my opinion. As a SF buff of many years’ standing, 1 cannot even say
that, so far, I have seen any good science fiction aither. Maybe that is to come,
but I am most disappointed.

The original series was truly ‘original’. Much of it was terrific science
fiction, some of it even original ideas, the rest classic ideas never done on TV
before. Add to that the depth of characters, the relationships and the acting; and
the many tatented pecple involved in the production.

I have spoken to many people about the Next Gen, and not one likes it. Some
have even stopped waltching it already. They find the characters wooden and
unlikeable,

This seems to be reflected in the viewing figures which have now gone down ta
under four million, Well, I will still watch it in the hope it does improve.

[ recently read the "Star Trek Interview Book” and found it most lluminating.
The reminiscences of the people connected with the programme were rveally
fascinating.

David Powell

I felt I just had toe mention how very disappointed I was to discover the
absence of Gene Roddenberry on Wogan. All thanks it seems to Sue Lawley. 1 expect
a lot of people were feeling the same way to say the least., Maybe there will be
another chance in the near future. Perhaps with Terry this time, marking Star
Trek’s 25th Anniversary.

Leslev Hatch:

Sue Embury - Regarding the question of whether IDIC should extend to
intelligent machines and life forms, certainly at the moment no machines do fulfil
the stated criteria, but, as vou say, there is no reason why this should not
happen. I'm not sure that fear of "disassembly" is irrelevant to a machine -
Johnny Five has two obsessions; one is learning. and the other a determination to
survive no matter what. In one of the Short Circuit films, he builds a replica of
himself to fool the military who are out to destroy him; proof, surely, that his
desire to survive is all-important? Regarding Data, yes, he's self-aware, but he’s
also alive in the sense that he can simulate breathing, feeding and drinking, and
he's learning to be sensitive.

Jacqueline Comben - I take the points you make in your article: however, 1
have to disagree. Granted that no creation can be better than its creator; each
creation has semething of its creator in it - in more ways than one. M-5 had
Daystrom’s engrams, and we all know what happened to that. However, I would still
say that each creation, from M-3 through to Dats and including ali other creations
in between, have a place within the philcsophy of IDIC, by virtue of the fact that
they are creations.



17

Lesley Arrowsmith - Yes, the women in Blake’s Seven had exactly the same
problem as the women in Star Trek, Cally, in particular, was wasted by being
subjected to takeover by alien beings more often than not. Jenna became permanent
pilot on the Liberator.

Kari M, John - T don’t think Captain Kirk would have appreciated the Traveller
all that much: Kirk was always possessive about the Enterprise, and would resist
with all his might any attempt Lo change anything about {t. Having said that, he
isn't against change to the ship, because he has no objections to the improved ship
in the movies, and he would equally be delighted with the ship as seen in TNG,
What he would object to i5 any subseguent alterations or experiments, especially if
they are risky to any degree.

Mike Mullen - Favourite scenes? Let's think: the meeting of Spock and
T'Pring at Koon-ut-kal-i-fee (apologies for any misspelling}, the mind meld between
Spock and the Horta, and the mind meld between Spock and the Medusan ambassador.

Ann Peters - Having seen Brothers, [ can tell you that Brent’s performances
are nothing short of vemarkable. Also, I think the TV Guide did ger Nocnian
Soong's name wreng.

Ruth Kurz - [ can understand your not liking the Ferengi too much - they’re so
obnoxious! They remind me of the Gremlins (or perhaps more accurately) the
Critters in humanoid form.

Sheila Clark - There are days when I'd like to retire too! [ have so many
other things tc do in what spare fime I have - books to catch up on, letters to
answer, play-by-mail vole-playing game tc keep up with, collaboration on two novels
with a friend, and collaboration on my persona within an Anne McCaffrey-related
Pern scenario with several people in America - that I'd retire tomorrow if I could.
My mother also said that she never knew how she found time to work and do
sverything else she does: my father, conversely, had no hobbies, and never got to
retirement age anyway. 1 think I'd start systematically going through my records,
cassettes, and videos, too —~ like you. I haven't watched many of them for a long
time.

Cath Shield - In answer to your question about Picard and the 9 vears between
Stargazer and Enterprise; initially he would have to recover from his injuries, and
then he would convalesce, and maybe he wa given extended leave after the
courtmartial, having {presumably} been demoted. Then he would have to work his way
up, and that could easily take 9 years.

Going on now o Ann Peters’ comments about Code of Honour, we have to assume
that a certain amount of time has passed between the various episodes and thervefore
Data and Geordi would have had a chance to get to know each other. Perhaps the
scene where Data and Riker meet for the first time would have been better between
Data and Geordi? It could well be that Data is till trying to come to terms with
Tasha's attitude to him,

Lloyd Lewis:
Jacqueline Y Comben - one of my favourite zine writers really does have a bee

in her bonnet about Data - methinks the lady doth protest too much., IDIC is
universal and it is not up to the individual to decide who merits inclusion within
IDIC, that is just the thin edge of the wedge which leads to racism and religious
intelerance.

Helen White - you've broken my heart! I wore my Next Gen cozzy to T'Kon, and
I've put some weight on recently. Even [ can add 2 and 2 together and get fat
b - d! Sob.

I don't know if Kirk would have got on better with the Traveller or not?
Possibly so, as in classic Trek the Traveller would have had a bouffant hairstyle
and a chiffon frock, and might even have been female.
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[*ve now had the first 3 Marvel ST Magazines, or comics. The first 2 comprise
a reprint of DC's ST!TNG No.l. The third is a reprint of DC's STiTNG Ne.d ~ the
Christmas edition, Both have Starlog extracts added. It is nice to see the
stories printed without the constant interruption of adverts but of course they
were written in '87 so characterisation is minimal. On the whole, unless you are a
completist like myself, they're not worth bothering with until they commission
something new. 1've prophesied that this comic won't outlast the US Marvel altempt
{18 issues.)

On the subject of extended time off work eg retirement {retiral?) t's a
matter of health. I've just had 7 wonths off and I've achieved zilch. I"ve books
to read, models to psint, I'm learning Welsh and Japanese. All I've actually done
is ai sleep b) daytime TV (I won't dignify that with the verb 'watch’, il's more
“he osmosis.] As they say - if ryou ain’t got yer health, ver ain't ol scquut.

NG, having only seen the BBC episodes and the first 1 £IC videos 1 was very
pleased to see the great deal of warmth and humour appearing in the later episodes
t saw at T'Kon.

1 feel [ must explain what may have been seen as my lousy tactics in Trek it
Lucky at T'Kon. The reason I had tc keep every prize was that my supporters {my
son Cai and his friend Christopher) were eating the prizes {(they were sweets)
before I could gamble them for extra moves. Next time the kids stay tied up in the
car! But, if you'll pardon the phrase, it's no shame being beaten by Helen and
Joe,

I’ve just seen Bill Shatner in a clip from the Twilight Zone on Noel Edmund’s
Telly Addicts, I remember the story, can anyone tell me who wrote it?

Since I've been getting IDIC I've enjoyed and admired the articles and
vesearch done by Edward Woo, How nice te catch him out! Murdock’s Web of the
Romulans was first printed in '83 and cannot be referred to as new. it's a
thoroughly enjoyable book none the less.

Steve Howe:

Star Trek VI: The Vovage to Infinity - what? Is the writer of the article I
read in the Daily Mirror insane? - Mr. Spock married? Kirk a monk? McCoy and co
killed off?’ I have to admit though, I wasn’t too shocked about Kirk becoming a
monk after the events of STV, but I do hope it's not true. I couldn’t imagine how
bad it would feel to see the final film of the series - the final adventure for the
original crew - seeing Spock in a ball and chain, Dr. McCoy being killed off and
returning as a ghost in Encounter at Farpoint and Kirk becoming a Jesus freak and
spredading the word at a holy warp factor. Anyway whatever the story is/will be
about, Il be happy if the film is directed by Nicholas Mever or Leonard Nimey
{although I think that Nimoy is a good director, he tends to make the film leg
STIIL, STIV) a bil slow paced} and with special effects by ILM - which reminds me,
thanks to Bdward Woo for his explanation of the Bird of Prey's cloak in STV, in n/l
12.

The next subject I’d like to raise is TNG. The pilot episode shown on BBC2 I
thought was a little disappointing, but the series since has proved to be pretty
good, my favourite at the moment [ think has to be Conspiracy which I saw on video,
I've just had a thought {"its a miracle!” - Mr Chekov). There is ore person thay
I'd love to see as a guest on ST'TNG - Woody Allen! I think it would be great for
him to play a depressed alien! travelling millons of miles to see his intergalactic
analyst!!

And on that note, I must end this letter with a fond "Live Long and Prosper”
to all for 1991,

Steve Dgvies:
First of all - Edward Woo, ves your theories about the photon torpedoes are
interesting. ! admit that ILM’'s favourite colour seems to be orange - look at the
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Star Wars films and {please correct me if I’m wrong) vou won't see a single blue
laser bolt. I preferred the second idea myself. [1 new phaser model.]

Kathleen Glancy ~ Yes, you know who you ars! Thank you, thank you! I'm not
the only one who thinks it's getting a little silly on the Enterprise - apart from
McCoy whao doesn’t reaily count because he’s a doctor twhy does he get to be an
ddmiral in TNG?Y, is there anyone on the bridze below the rank of commander? Have
you noticed how in TNG evervone apart from Picard is saying “sir" at a rate of ten
times 4 minute? They don’t in the movies anymore because thex're all the same
rank! {well, almost).

Wouldn't it be great if something really weird happened and Spock (now a
captain] was promoted up to an admiral while Kirk (following STIV) remained a
captain?  Now chat could lead te an interesting situation or hLwo.

On the subject of admirals - in the TNG episode Too Short a Season was the
tdea of Jameson - an admiral ~ beaming down ‘o the terrorists’ hidey-hole supposed
to shock ns?  After what Kirk got up to in TWOK I was left thinking - so what? By
the way - the new phasers are awrul - bring back the old ones - at least they
looked like ¥uns and not torches’

I was pleased to hear that Nicholas Meyer will be inveolved in STVI: after
seeing his work on STII and IV {as produger! I can tell thev're already halfway to
a decent film. All we need now is ILM or Doug Trumbull working on SFX - and a good
story that has nothing to do with Klingons {I, 1I, IV and V'} or Romulans (I} - a
story that starts like one of the old episodes with the Enterprise out in the back
of beyond nof in a cosy spacedock in Earth orbit! A story that sets our herces
land hercines, before 1 offénd any lady members!) up against something completelv
new so we don’t know what to expect. Maybe throw in an old adversary or two as a
subplot, ie Harry Mudd, Gillian Tayler {not really an adversary as such but...
weeelllll!}, or even the 'bumheads’ from the very beginning - The Cage!

Kathieen, I've only been to Edinburgh twice and found it to be a fantastic
place but [ never saw any Italian restaurants - if vou'd like to recommend ™..two
of the best..." please do so as I'll be passing through next Easter (91). Please
tell me the story of the laughing box, late-night phone call, and car theft - I'm
intrigued to say the least’ '

A belated Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone reading Lhis.

Helen White;

Re Mike Mullen's request to know people's favourite scenes: uunuuuuummmm'
Difficult! I've had a think and come up with three scenes that I like. There's
the bit in This Side of Paradise where Spock is hanging upside-down in that tree,
and then there’s the bit right at the end of Amok Time where he discovers that Jim
isn’t dead, and we get that almighty grin. The other bit that I like isn’t veally
a 'scene’, but I love Operation Annihilate, just for Lecnard Nimoy's brillant
acting. {Guess who my favourite character is?!) Actually, I love Bones too, and [
really enjoy the scenes where he and Spock argue.

Re the old/new TNG uniform debate, I remembered while reading another comment
about "lumpy’ actors that there may be another reason for the change. When in my
Jumpsuit at T'Kon, I crouched down while having my photo taken, and then stood back
up in one movement, nc problem. At this point, one of the bystanders said
something to the effect of, ‘you're lucky, vou're female so those jumpsuits are
ckay for you.' Basically, this boils down o the fact that if you are a male and
in a jumpsuit, certain dangly bits of your anatomy get somewhat squished if you do
anything involving movement vertically, eg getting up from chairs, the floor etc -
or at least, so I'm led to believe. Any comments on this, chaps?

Te Anne Peters: 1 suspect that the reason for Data’s elegant appearance lin
jumpsuit) as compared to Lore’s being 'podgy looking’, is that the actors all had
to wear ‘elastic garments’ - ie. girdles - under the suits because otherwise they
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looked lumpy in them. Alsc, they were made to be very tight...... . {This info
ig from Guy Vardaman’s talks at Frontiers)

Re Sheila’s comment on retirement: Heing ill is different from ordinary 'time
off’. I look forward to retirement with glee (although I have a way to go yel!):
I've got lots of plans, including going to live in Japan for a few vears. Earlier
in 1990, though, my stupid back decided to play up, and I was obliged to lie flat
for ten days. Boring!! All I could do was read (and it doesn't do 2 lot for vour
arms, holding a bock in the air over your head s¢ that you can see to read it) or
wateh TV. I have to say that Daytime TV must rank as one of the more boring things
available for 'entertainment'; it really was like watching the proverbial paint
dry. Basically, I found it irksome in the extreme. Somehow, being forced to do
nothing for ten days was like purgatory, even though ten days’ holiday is grear -
but then, T rarely have time to stop and do nothing when I'm on holiday!

To Kathleen Glancy: oopsadaisy! Re that crossword clue you mention; 1 always
check and recheck my crosswords and puzzles, but that slipped through! 1 should of
course have said 'the only casualty aboard the Enterprise’. Oh well, nobody’s
perfect {that’s my excuse and I'm sticking to it} Seriously though, [ was
certainly not intending to be racist!

To Russell Witheyman: the best place to get signed photos of the actors is at
convention auctions, or you could try advertising in the n/l. Get your cheque book
cut, though ~-~the bidding always goes high on photos!

As to the rest of the n/l, I'm glad that I was right in my guess that vou
[Janet] were the origin of @, so to speak. You lucky thing, you. I enjoved the
Midcon reports, and that ST glossary had me rolling around in hysterics; it was
brilliant. I have to disagree with one teeny weeny thing in it though: I iike
Speck’s Brain!’! Don’t get me wrong; I would never show if to a non-trekker {they
already think that we're all insane, without adding fuel to the fire) but I think
it's great. The reason that I love it so much is that you can’t take any of it
seriously, there are holes in the plot and in the scientific facts {or in this
case, lack of) that you could pilot the Enterprise through, and basically it is
totally hilarious. I don’t suppose that anyone cut there agrees with me, but 1 am
a total loony, after all!

Now to the comments on andreids, especially Jacqueline Comben's article; gosh,
I can see you getting a lot of feedback on that, My own view is as follows:

Firstly, I agree with what Sue Embury says in her letter; the questions has to
be, 'is it self-aware?’ rather than, 'is it alive?, and ves, Data is certainly
selfwaware.

But I think that there is another useful question; ‘does it have a ‘soul’’
Of course, this depends on your definition of ‘soul’. My personal view is that
‘apul’ is the thing about you that makes you you rather than somecne else, and Data
has that too. Lven with identical twins, they cannot be totally identical because
they see the world frem slightly different viewpoints; thus even if there had been
two identical Datas, they would have become gradually more different from each
other.

As far as being a ‘living machine' goes, clearly Data is literally that. I am
perfectly happy to think of myself as a different approach toc the same idea.
Basically, as far as I'm concerned, Data is a person {note I don't say ‘human’) in
his own right,

Incidentally, would Jacqueline have been happy with him if he'd been buiit by
some race of incredibly amazing superhuman Thingies, rather than by Nooanian {or
Norman as the TV Guide seems to think) Singh?

Surely, if you create something with the ability to learn from its
experiences, then you open the door for it to become 'better’ than vou. If I were
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to create an electronic calculator then it would certainly be able, for example, to
add ten-figure numbers faster and more accurately than myself, and that, to my
mind, make it better than me at performing that task: that's only a very basic
example. As regards referring to Data as ‘he’; well, what's wrong with that? for
a start, we refer to ships, cars etc as 'she’, and no-one complains; alsc, many
foreign languages, such as Frvench, have masculine words and feminine words.
Besides this, [ am a Veterinary Nurse, and we neuter hundreds of cats and dogs
every vear; we still refer to them as 'he' and ‘'she’, even though we have literally
rendered them neuter (we don't tie tubes off; we remove the relevant bits
altogether, in case you're wondering) and the general public often do refer to them
as 'it'. After all, they still look male or female! As far as I'm concerned, Data
looks male, so he’s a he, not an it.

The other point is whether Data should be in the command chain. My view on
this is yes, provided that he has passed Command training, which he has, cne
assumes., Remember 'Galilec Seven’” The point made there was that certain Human
crewmembers thought Spock incapable of command because he was an alien with no
emotions. Al right, Spock does have feelings, but he always tried to act as if he
didn’t, and tried to make decisions based solely on logic., 1 wish that someone
would be brave encugh to write a TNG script in which Data does get command
{properly, not as in Ensigns of Command where he was in command of the away team;
although that was quite good),

Jacqueline said that fans felt sorry for Reena when she died and grieved 'as
if for a person’ - well, I didn’t! She always struck me as a bit of a drip.
5Lill, maybe if she’d been interested in Spock I might have liked her a bit better;
I’ve always had a soft spot for Leila and Zarabeth, poor dears. [ must say though,
that if Bata got ‘written of' {as in Sue Embury's suggestion} I would mourn him as
a person.

Somehow, I think this wiil remain a typical IDIC argument - one side thinking
one thing and the other the other (erm}, and nobody really changing their mind.

Janet Quarton;

To Jacqueline Comben - You say IDIC is a philosophy of LIFE but does not cover
that which does not live. Where does it say that? And how do you define ‘life’
Spock talked about "The glovy of creation is in its infinite diversity..." Surely
everything is created and I take it to mean the infinite diversity of everything in
the Universe.

I consider that IDIC applies to everything; humans, animals, plants and to
machines ~ they are all part of the beauty of the Universe. I have always loved
ships and 1 know for a fact that two ships built to identical specifications will
not be the same. They will handle differently and develop their own character -
ask any sailor. I'm sure that the same applies to planes and cars. I don’t have
any difficulty believing that there may eventually be intelligent machines and if
there are, they must have rights,

As to serving under a machine - as long as it is self-aware, meets the
criteria of being a persen in its own right and has passed all the command exams
then I don’ see any problem. The commands tests will be there to find which
beings have the ability to command and no doubt they will also have to allow for
the diversity of life in the Federation. Being a great fan of Asimov I find it
very easy to accept Data and numerous other andreoids, including Quester, as being
self-aware individuals with their ocwn personality. It may not be possible to build
intelligent robots at the meoment but let’s not close our minds to what might be
possible in the future.

To Teresa Abbott - I am a hurt comfort fan which is one reason I enjoy your
stories but like you !'m not s¢ Keen on the ones which go over the top with the
hurt {whatever some of my friends may think), It isn’t really necessary as you can
do a lot with a fever and it is the comfort which is important. I don't like death
stories at all which is why you won’t find any death stories in Scotpress zines,
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In Scotpress zines we try to print stories on themes which Sheila, Valerie and I
enjoy - we certainly don’t print stories on themes any of the three of us object
to, On.the other hand IDIC Logs are the club's zines and we don’t wani to inflict
our likes and dislikes on them as we accept that other fans do like stories on
themes that we don't. For that reason IDIC zines are more diverse as to contents,
I have to admit that I didn’t read the death story we printed in IDIC LOG 4§ or the
previous death story we printed. I spell-checked them, checked the layout and
printed the proof copies and masters but I didn’t actually read them. I don't have
the ability that Sheila and Valerie have to stand back from a story and judze that
it is well written and well handled ~ if I don’t like the theme I just don't like

the story and with death stories in particular the better written they are the more
they will upset me. For this reason, when in doubt I check the end of the story to
make sure everyvone is safe.

Toe Mike Mullen: a few favourite scenes come t¢ mind ~ In Journey to Babel
where Kirk relieves Spock on the bridge plus the scene at the end where Kirk
collapses in sickbay; in Immunity Syndrceme when Kirk and McCoy are in Kirk’s cabin
and Xirk half coilapses, also the scene at the end where Kirk realises Spock is
still alive; in UVltimate Computer, Xirk and McCoy in Kirk's cabin where Kirk savs,
"All I want is a tall ship and a star te steer her by.."; in Tholian Web where
Spock and McCoy hear Kirk’s last orders and the scene where Kirk collapses on the
transporter after beaming aboard and McCoy injects him. I could go on and on but
I'm sure you get the idea!

I'd like to hear about members’ favourite episedes. My favourite originai
Trek episodes are Journey to Babel, Enemy Within, A Private Little War, Immunity
—~Fyndrome and Ultimate Computer. My favourite TNG episodes of the ones shown up to
Christmas are Where No One Has Gone Before and the Battle. My favourite TNG
episodes up to number 8 of the 4th season are Family, Pen Pals, The Measure of the
Man, Menage a Troi and Loud as a Whisper,

Regarding TNG, whether you like it or not has to be up te the individual
There is no law that says that to be a Star Trek fan you have to like all aspects
of Star Trek. T'm a ¥irk fan and a Kirk/Spock/McCoy relationship fan so I'll
always like original Trek best but I enjoy TNG, I like the characters (particularly
Picard, Pata and Guinan) and I think scme of the stories are nothing short of
brilliant, For me it certainly is Star Trek and a good future for the originsal
series.

As to Star Trek 8 all I want is a series-like story with ail the crew and a
happy ending., Surely that’s not too much to ask for? If anyone gets killed. or
they destroy the Enterprise again then I will not watch it - ever. I told Gene I
wouldn't see STIII uniless I liked STIV and I didn’t see it till much later. I've
still not seen the scene where the Enterprise iz destroyed - no thanks to the BRC
who seemed to think it made a great trailer. I still don’t like STII and STIII as
I don’t like the theme and I'm afraid I'm not willing to enter any discussion as to
my feelings about these two films, It is like with death stories - I prefer to
avoid them.

I must finish by saying that I enjoy reading the articles members send in. In
the last newsletter T thought the Star Trek Glossary by Chris Blenkam was great fun
and [ hope we get some more items like it. I also admired the work and dedication
Linda Wood put into her Vulcanology and the work Michael Simpson put inte his
articles on ‘Farpoint’. My favourite section of the newsletter is the postbag.

Steve Lake:

Thank you for an excellent newsletter (no. 13). I found Jacqueline Comben's
views on "What Is An Android’ very interesting snd have recorded my objections to
both her letter and article on the subject elsewhere. Such issues as she raised
deserve discussion and I applaud her bringing them to the fore,

Constructive debate is one thing, however the tendency to pan TNG for not
being the original Star Trek is negative and petty-minded, Intelligent criticism
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does not include dengiration for its own sake. The point surely is that the 850's
Star Trek and the chemistry it possessed can not be replicated. That is a fact I
am glad of. Both shows should be able to stand alone and where they cannot, be
seen as complimentary.

Preferring TNG, as I do, does not require that T forget what I enjoyved and
still enjoy about classic Trek., The two have different strengths and weaknessges
and also distinctiy different approaches, TNG and classic Trek have their
individual qualities and acknowledging cne does not entail snubbing the other.
Constructive eriticism of all aspects of Trek is not only healthy but often
stimulating. Pettiness and precious Jdefence of our chosen parameter results in a
bad atmosphere which serves no one's interests, I shall continue to enjov,
criticise and defend Trek is all of its manifestations, but most of all T think -
2NJ0L.

Finally, I should like to add my support to the view that female characters
are treated badly in TNG. This is one of its greatest flaws and one which badly
needs rectifying. Might it be possible to have 2 poll of members on this issue or
a petition for delivery so the production staff? On this matter above 1l others
we should let our feeling be known,

{Janet: petitions are a waste of time, they tend to count as one letter. We
would be willing to have a poll if someone would do one but we just don 't have time
ourselves. Anyone running 2 poll would have to think very carefully about which
questions to ask to get the information they are after. In the past we have found
that fans are more likely to take part in a poll if the guestions require simple
ves/no answers, or ask yvou to list something in order of preference.]

Kari M, Jehn:

Te Kathleen Glancy l(re letter n/1 13} - So wou regard Captain Kirk as sexist
do wou? VYou criticised me for merely appreciating his excellent abilities as a
Starship Captain, also the fact that- Captain James T. Kirk is much more sympathetic
and warm than Captain Jean-Luc Picard, which other fans have agreed on. This
cannct be denied. I must disagree with you totaily that Kirk is a chauvinistic,
user of women (or however vou may care to put it). T think that he's a very warm,
caring person. I could also be said that if he has been a little "harsh" with
alien females then maybe its Lheir fault for supposing he'd be more lenient with
them because they've female; therefore taking advantage of that fact. {You ecan’t
have it both ways - demand equal rights then ask the male to hold the door open for
YOU. )

I always thought that Rirk treated Uhura the same as his male bridge crew
anyway. Jt's very obvious here that vou dislike both ¥irk and Shatner - I musi
also say that vour comments about wigs are becoming extremely tedious..

S¢ now, I bet you’re thinking that I'm more than partial to {the undeniably
handsome) James T. Kirk - well before you think of something to say - its Dr. McCoy
who sends me weak at the knees - so there!

To Linda McCgrath {n/l 13} - Yes Data is growing on me too! He's a nice
character, I agree.

To Lesiey Hatch {n/1 13} - I agree that humour now and again crops up in TNG,
one 1 can think of is when Picard tells 'Q' that he finds his liking for costumes
ridiculous. However, I'd like to see more of this type of humour and the series to
improve - the only good episodes so far have been Hide and § and Where No One Has
Gone Before. The rest have been mediocre,

To Teresa Abbott {n/l 13) - I too, hate death, suffering etc. stories. I
recently bought the zine Enterprise: Log Entries 82 and one particular story - One
Way to Hell - was of this nature. I found it to be cruel, sinister and disturbing.
It is completely unnecessary to put so much suffering into zine stories - a lot of
the zine writers tend to do this, | don’t know why. Personally, I prefer the Titan
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novels te zines - the stories tend to be much more interesting and positive. 1
wonder if writers who persist in writing death, suffering etc. stories realise how
upsetting some of their readers may find them?

On a more happier note - has anyone heard The Moon's a Window te Heaven sung
by Nichelle Nichels on the soundtrack to Star Trek V? 1It's a really good
compilation of the music in Star Trek V and Nichelle is brilliant!

Sandy Catchick;
In reply to n/l 13

Marcia Pecor - I just though you’d like to know that I've found both vour and
Karen Spark’s profiles very interesting indeed. I've been a fan for vears, but
only learned of the clubs about three vears ago and there was a lot of new
information for me. I guess any club will have members that have heard it all
before because they've been lucky enocugh to know about fandom {turning green with
envy now I know what I've missed for so long - but gratefully have now been able to
sample first hand thanks fto a great many super people out there), but it's nice to
think you cater for newer members who may not know what others take for granted. I
for one have enjoyed your profiles.

Jenny Turner - you may not imagine anyone saying "make it so” but I can assure
you that when I used to work in the water industry my particular company’'s "motto”
introduced by our new Managing Director (not an ST fan as far as [ know!) was " Make
It Happen" - so it may not be as unrealistic as it at first seems. The idea was
taken seriously, although there were a few less serious derivatives.

Kari M. John - [ loved the idea of your Traveller meeting Kirk et al story.
If you have no wish to write one yourself and wouldn't mind the idea being taken
up, then I'd thoroughly enjoy writing one. The Traveller is a super character and
I see no reason why he couldn’t turn up 78 vears earlier later in his travels.

Re zine ads ~ I enjoy reading all the ads for zines and would miss them if

they were removed from the newsletter. The newsletters are the only way of finding
out which zines are svailable and it is good to know a little of what sort of story
you are going to buy. Every now and then I settle down to sending for a batch of
"new" zines as advertised and theroughly enjoy myself choosing what to buy ste.
I'm rarely disappointed because the zine ads give enough information to help you
make a choice. (I like the "for sale” and "wanted" columns too and think these and
the zine ads provide a service for members), [Janet: We will certainly continue
with the zine ads but we will be stricter about dropping ads which are not updated
within 6 months.]

There were two articles in n/l 13 which had me highly amused.

Firstly the Red Shirts article by Martin Stahl {I may not agree re zine ads,
but I certainly agree re the red shirts!! Tt's strange how an article can pinpeint
semething that you've know instinctively but not really recognised. I re-watched
Space Seed just to see Khan’s guard (standing with his back to the door} and
Martin's quite right ~ if he hadn't been killed aslready then the guard deserved to
be at least subjected to Take Me Home Kathleen. Was he dumb or was he dumb?

Secondly the ST Glossary by Chris Blenkam. A wonderful sense of humour here
and I loved reading through it. The only gquibble I have iz re Virus, deadly - does
McCoy really take that long [43 minutes 30 seconds] to find a cure?

Edward Woo:
Comments from n/1 13.

I'd agree with Sue Embury and Michael Simpson about the lack of Deanna Troi’s
abilities in TNG. Being a top ranking officer on the bridge of the Enterprise she
should have more say in the adventures of the Enterprise. The arrival of Guinan
has meant less of a role for Troi and her counselling abilities, I believe the
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only time she really gets a good role is when her mother is around.

i have a similar feeling for Dr. Crusher, that she is being used sparingly.
In classic ST, McCoy was 3rd in line for the major roles, even though he was a
doctor. Why isn’t Dr. Crusher catered for to a similar high degree? It would seem
male characters dominate,

i haven't seen the episode that Ann Peters menticned with a Lt. Cmdr Shelby,
but such a character has long been overdue and her permanent addition to the cast
would be a welcome change. This is highly unlikely as Riker is now established as
No. 1, but she could return again if Riker is on leave for an episcde to gain more
experience,

In reply to Edwin Yau’s query about the Enterprise ‘A’, warp or transwarp
drive, [ did some checking of my own. You are right in saying the NCC 1701A has
transwarp engines as it appears in Mr Scott's Guide Lo the Enterprise.

In the Ships of the Star Fleet Reference Gu:de, it mentions the old Enterprise
being refitted prior to the V'ger crisis and her subsequent destruction. No reason
for the destructicon is given for the destruction, however a new ship was
re-christened Enterprise keeping her hull number of 1701. This is most likely the
NCC 1701 A. From the technical details this NCC 1701 A uses normal warp drive.

In the Starfleet Academy Line Officer’s Manual, warp 13-14 is the maximum
speed warp drives can obtain. This seems to tally with the Ships of the Star Fleet
guide about Enterprise 'A’, both in warp drive numbers and the speeds faster than
light, C,

Also it was mentioned that there were problems with transwarp drive regarding
its size, speed and course changes which made the present system inflexible for
normal Federation use. It says that it has been left on the Excelsior as a test
bed.

Note: if a starship is fitted with transwarp Engines, it can travel at warp
and transwarp numbers. So it could just use warp factors, but then it would be a
waste of effort put in transwarp engines in if never used.

To sum up ! believe the NCC 1701A has ordinary warp engines only.

Cates MacFadden was a secretary in a couple of scenes from the movie Muppets
Take Manhatten on BBCL, Sunday 16 Dec 1990. She was also in a brief scene as Alec
Baldwin's wife in the film The Hunt for Red QOctober, now on video.

Carole Weatherill:

I have watched several episodes on TNG not because I enjoy it - I don't
Frankly it leaves me totally uninspired unlike original Trek. T have veally tried
to be open minded and accept it, however, I guess Kirk and co. got under my skin
more years ago than I care to remember, It might have been better if Paramount had
waited longer before they produced a totally new series. Not to mention ail the
publicity about 'them dumping the old crew’ didn't help.

I have been buying the CIC video tapes of the classic Trek and I'm very
surprised at how different some of the episodes are from the same ones aired by the
Beeb., One wonders why they shortened them so much., I also watched ST-TMP and
taped it on New Year's day and was surprised to see how different it was to the
previous times I've seen it.

Irene Ambrose:

I'm one of those who has only seen TNG on the current run, so I'm still trying
to make up my mind and want to see a few more before commenting properly. So far,
I'm not too impressed. Patrick Stewart wipes the floor with the rest in the acting
stakes, but the fact that I still think of him as an actor and not necessarily
Picard worries me, as [ believe in separating actor and character as much as
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possible.

What does worry me is that according to The Best of Trek 15 it's mentioned
somewhere that Data is 3rd in the line of command, An android commanding over
1,000 people, including civilians, when he has little understanding, as far as !
can see, of the human mind. Is that wise?

I'd love to comment more on TNG but [ do need 2 bit more time tand I've just
realised the IDIC deadiine’s coming up). Happy New Yesar to everybody.

Ann Peters:

T was extremely interested in Jacqueline Comben’s letter and article in n/i
13, 1 do agree with her that Data's maleness should be questioned but 1 don't
agree that he should be called “t!, Enterprise is frequently referred to as ‘she’
snd Data js far more like a man than Enterprise is like a lady. T also agree that
his ubility to command should be questioned, but not because he is an android; he
iz simply not showing sufficient leadership potential. Even as a junior grade
lientenant, Geordi was much better at taking command than Data.

But I have no difficulty in believing in Dats; indeed, as the Trek universe
goes, he's one of the more credible ideas, Data is just advanced technology
reproducing life itself, whereas most of Star Trek, like Vulcan/Human hybrids for
example, is much more in the realms of fantasy. And exactly how far Data is
successful in simulating intelligent life is one of the most exciting things about
TNG. Jacgueline says that a machine by definition is not a life form, but this
rather depends on what particular definition of ‘machine’ you use. 1 was amazed to
see just how many there were in my dictionary.

And how can a discussion of Star Trek androids possibly be complete without
any mention of Lore?

I agree with Kari M, John about TNG music. I absolutely adored ST-TMP and
thought that the music was instrumental {sorry) in creating the mood of the film,
Tts military style makes it eminently suitable for a saga about a gemi-military
group of explorers - real ‘going boldly' music. I was delighted to hear it when I
saw my lirst TNG episode; it was like an old friend welcoming me to the new series,
though I still prefer the movie version.

Kari also asks about Vulcans., They de feature in TNG, but not prominently.
Perhaps Gene Roddenberry was worried that too many comparisons would be made with
9pock. Besides, so much has been done with Vulcans, it really was time to move on.

! think the exploration of Klingon culture has been particularly successful. I
don't actually like Klingons, but I am definitely learning to tolerate them.

I am very impressed with the Jjth season so far, with the excepticn of the one
averybody else is raving about - Family. I consider it quite the worst TNG episode
vet - even worse than The lcarus Factor, I love all the litile touches of
relationship in a ST story, but when there is no real science fiction, I don’t find
that human relationships alone are sufficient to hold my attention for more than
one viewing.

Brothers, however, went way beyond my expectations. Yot only is it an
excellent story, but an actor playing several scenes with himself and himself, was
guite fascinating to watch. It’s all been glued together very well and the joins
are quite difficult to speot. Any budding Data fans who have just seen Datalore,
should make a real effort to see Brothers as soon as possible. Now ['m eagerly
awaiting the episode where the transporter malfunctions and evervbody beams back
locking like Data, and Brent Spiner can play ail the parts. I bet the rest of the
cast is looking forward te that one too.

There has been some discussion trecently about videos at cons and some of the
attitudes expressed seem to me to be a little selfish. Surely there is a vast
difference between someone who can't watch videos at home gquite as much as they’d






