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Hi, everyone, and welcome to another newsletter. It was nice to see some of you at
UFP. We had thought of holding an IDIC meeting but unfortunately we couldn’t think
of any way to fit it into the full programme at the con. We would like to thank
Helen for covering the guest talks for us; we've put Richard’s and David’s in this
newsletter and plan to have the others in the next one. Congratulations to those

of our members who won awards at UFP - we will try to get the full list of winners
for the next N/L. Our thanks also to those who voted for Log Entries as Best
British Zine (for the third time).

Karen has asked us to thank those of you who sent her good wishes. Unfortunately
she wasn't well enough to go to UFP (and you were missed, Karen!) but we are hoping
she will soon be fit again,

We were pleased to hear from Richard Arnold at UFP that Guy Vardaman is keeping
better now although he still has to watch his back. In The Wounded he had the helm
position but unfortunately no dialogue. He also has a part in STVI but

unfortunately still no dialogue. Guy has just been appointed as Richard's

assistant so hopefully we’ll see him back in Britain soon.

Susan Sackett has had another script filmed. - It is called Half A Life and, like
Menage a Troi, it is a Lwaxana story., It was written by Susan and Fred Bronson.
We are looking forward to the release of the coffee table book, Star Trek: The
First 25 Years, written by Gene and Susan,

We have decided to delay our '25th Anniversary’ newsletter until Octobex,
Paramount are not starting their celebrations until September 8th and delaying the
tgpecial’ will give us more time to put it together, We are still looking for
submissions for this: they should reflect Star Trek over the 25 years. If you
‘have any ideas for articles but are not sure whether to go ahead with them contact
Janet or Sheila enclosing an SAE,

As usual we have had to hold items over for the next newsletter but do keep sending
them in. To try and make more space in the newsletter we are cutting the advert
section, so starting with the next newsletter For Sale/Wanted adverts and adverts

for the Friendship Column will only be printed in one newsletter. Club and actor

club adverts will be restricted to new clubs we have heard about or current clubs
which have a change of address. Members can get a list of ST fan clubs, actor

clubs and shops which sell ST books and/or merchandise from Janet if you send her a
9" x 8" SAE plus an extra loose 1Tp stamp to cover the cost of paper.
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We enjoy receiving your letters but please don’t ask us to reply unless it is

really necessary, and if you do require a reply please enclose an SAE, It isn't
that we don’t want to write to you but there are over 700 of you and only three of
us, We feel we have to give priority to the business side of running the club and
putting out the newsletters and zines,

In March, Sheila (who is a teacher) went to Forfar with a class and was able to see
Venus. She's a nice, slightly under average-labrador sized, pale coloured
Retriever/Lab cross with Labrador configuration. The Appeals staff wouldn’t commit
themselves as to her chances, but one of the kennel maids said that Venus was a
quiet, biddable and obedient dog - traits which for a guide dog are vital. (Gracie
apparently was failed for too much aggression.) She returned to Forfar in April
with another class; this time she wasn't able to see Venus, who had recently been
‘promoted’ to more advanced training and was out being trained on the street., This
time the Appeals staff was more enthusiastic about Venus’ chances of qualifying.

Meanwhile, Joyce Devlin has let us know that Jade is showing a little nervousness
of things coming up behind her but otherwise is doing well, while the Association
is delighted with Aero’s progress. She has been told that he will be retained for
stud, In addition, Joyce tells us thet the Kennel Club has accepted Modhachaidh’s
Aero for his kennel name, and Modhachaidh’s IDIC for Jade’s kennel name,

Our thanks to Irene Ambrose, David Atkins, Marie Chettle, Lisa Dearnley-Davison,
Barbara Ellams, Kathleen Glancy, Jason Hart, Gary Heron, Muriel Jarrett, Jeff
Martin, Ann McHale, Moira Russell, Melanije Siddle, J. Sloan, Jenny Turner, Linda
Watt, Russell Witheyman, Linda Wood and anyone we have inadvertently forgotten to
mention, for sending in information and/or cuttings.

Thank you to Beverley Ambrose, Peter Arnett, Jean Barron, Claudia Baschke, Bassett
(the liquorice allsort firm), Lynne Butler, Sandy Catchick, Sandy Cayless, Mel
Claessens, Linda Court, Charlotte Davis, Lisa D-Davison, Joyce Devlin and the
children of Kinellar School (Grampian), staff at Dryburgh Resource Centre (Dundee),
Mark French, Kathleen Glancy, Terry Griffiths, Chris Hall, Rita Hamilton, Katrina
Heintz, Kathy Hunter, Muriel Jarrett, Kari M. John, Christine Jones,-Gregor Lamb,
Lloyd Lewis, Carol Looby, Stacey Lucht, Donna Macey, Sadie Mason, Stephen McCall,
children of Murroes School Tayside especially Terri Briggs, Stephen McCall, William
McGinn, Lyn Muir, David Noone, A, L. Parris, Marcia Pecor, Andrew Porter, Gill
Rainey, Jan & Jean Robinson, Cath Russell, Carla Salveta, J Schmidt, Michael

Simpson, Jean Sloan, Sue Sneath, Starfleet Command Germany members - Beatrix Huber,
Michael Schramm & Heike Kchl, Alison Smith, Sue Sneath, Thomas Hicks, Jenny Turner,
Jill Walker, Linda Ware, Carole Weatherill, Paul Wood, Julie Woolaston, Edward Woo,
those members who dropped off donations of things at UFP for us to sell and
vanished again without saying who they were, and everyone else who has donated
collectibles, and/or used stamps for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association,

We'd also like to thank Sheila’s Mum and Allison Rooney and her family for trimming
stamps (as well as all of you who have handed in trimmed stamps), Frances Abernethy
for doing some stamps and mother-sitting which made it easier for Sheila to get to
UFP; and our heartfelt thanks to Sue Embury, Brenda Kelsey and Jean Sloan for going
round the con selling raffle tickets; Sue Jones, Peter and Eleanor Fryer and Chris
Hall for their help with the boxes of zines.

We would like to thank those of you who took part in the April newsletter raffle.

- Congratulations to the prize winners; Grace Hawkins won the Silvercon Registration,
Rachel Lindfield won the Star Trek coasters and Sue Sneath won the 1991 Classic
Trek calendar. )

The Guide Dog Fund is doing well, We had a collecting box at UFP and thanks to the
generosity of many of the attendees were able to hand in £64. This is being
credited to IDIC and will be included in ocur next £1000. So far the fund stands at
over £600; with luck we’ll be able to sponsor another dog before the end of 1991.

The closing date for the next newsletter is July 3rd so the newsletter is likely to
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be posted out around July 24th - this is early to fit in with the Dundee holidays,

Janet, Sheila, Valerie 19/5/91

LATEST STAR TREK NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton
STAR TRER VI

According to Starlog 167 the regular cast will be in the film but they don't
mention Majel Barrett or Grace Lee Whitney., Nicolas Meyer is Director; Ralph
Winter is producing along with Steven~Charles Jaffe; Leonard Nimoy is Executive
Producer: the script is written by Meyer and Denny Martin Flynn.

ILM will be doing the SPFX.

The story-line below is from Enterprise America. We can’t guarantee its accuracy
but only read on if you want to know what the film might be about.

STVI takes place 10 years after the last movie, and involves the prologue to the
Klingon-Federation peace, by way of war. The story concerns the murder of a
Klingon leader, with the subsequent accusation of Kirk and MeCoy and their being
sent to a penal colony (filmed on location in Alaska), leading to the disruption of
the peace-making venture. ‘Christopher Plummer, Jack Palance, David Warner and
Michael Dorn are the guest stars for the film, other roles are Saavik, the Klingon
leader’s daughter, and Kirk's girlfriend with whom he is settling in at the
beginning of the film,

STAR TREK on BBC

Star Trek: The Next Generation screening dates and ratings - the figures are taken
from Broadcast:

21 20/2/91

The Arsenal of Freedom (21) BBC 2 Rating: 2 - 4,47 million viewers.
22 27/2/91 Heart of Glory (20) BBC 2 Rating: 6 - 3.8 million viewers.
23 6/3/91 Skin of Evil (23) BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4,16 million viewers.
24 13/3/91 We'll Always Have Paris (24) BBC 2 Rating: 3 — 3.95 million viewers.
25 20/3/91 Conspiracy (25) BBC 2 Rating: 2 — 4,35 million viewers,
26 27/3/91 The Neutral Zone (26) BBC 2 Rating: 4 - 4.11 million viewers.
2nd Season )
27  3/4/91 The Child (27) BBC 2 Rating: 3 - 4,17 million viewers.
28 10/4/91 Where Silence Has Lease (28) BBC 2 Rating: 4 -~ 3.7 million viewers,
29 17/4/91 Flementary, Dear Data (29) BBC 2 Rating: 2 - 4,06 million viewers.
30 24/4/91 The Outrageous Okona (30) BBC 2 Rating: 9 ~ 3,54 million viewers.
31 1/5/91 Loud As A Whisper (31) BBC 2 Rating: - million viewers.
32 8/5/91 The Schizoid Man (32) BBC 2 Rating: - million viewers.
33 15/5/91 Unnatural Selection (33)

STAR TREK AT THE EDINBURGH FESTIVAL

"Boldly Going On With The Show" Edinburgh Evening News 11/5/91

Actors struggling to launch a musical based on Star Trek have found a backer
for their Enterprise. Lisa Perry and Debbie Gallagher of The Edinburgh Players
feared a cash shortfall would force them to skimp and save on the British
premiere of Pardon Me, Is This Planet Taken? Businessman Ian Buxton has filled
the void with a £1200 sponsorship deal.

They plan to turn the Cameron House Community Centre at Cameron Toll into an
elaborate Starbase with a host of special effects to create a space adventure
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atmosphere, And an art and photographic exhibition on a sci-fi theme will be
staged in the lobby.

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION
STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION - Fourth Season Episodes by Terry Griffiths.

Final Mission - Wesley’s acceptance into the Academy has finally arrived. Picard
decides to take him on one last mission before he leaves the ship. They head =il
to a mining colony in a shuttle ‘captained’ by one of the miners but are forced ro
make an emergency landing on a desert planet. Picard is injured while the trio
seek shelter and water. The other ‘captain’ takes charge but he is a very reckiess
man and it is soon left to Wesley to save his captain’s life. (uplink 17/11/90)

The Loss {184) - The Enterprise encounters a 2-dimensional colony of beings and is
trapped in their energy field. During the encounter, Deanna suffers terrible
headaches and realises that she has lost her empathic sense. Being suddenly ‘only
Human’ she resigns her commission, While Guinan considers applying for the job,
Picard relies on Troi's training in psychology to understand the migratory
“instincts of the beings and to save the ship. (uplink 30/12/90)

Data’s Day (185) —~ To help Bruce Maddox with his research, Data records his diary
of a typical day on the Enterprise. The day he chooses is the wedding day of Chief
0'Brien and Keiko, at which Data is to give away the bride. Keiko then calls the
wedding off and Data hurries to give O'Brien the good news (!}, (uplink 6/1/91)

The Wounded (186) - O'Brien’s former captain is accused of using his starship to
destroy the civilian space traffic of the Cardosians, He explains that he is
convinced that the Cardosian peace treaty with the Federation is being undermined
. and they are building up resources for a war. Picard is instructed by Starfleet to
preserve the peace at all costs, even if it means the disgrace of a fellow—captain.
(uplink 27/1/91)

Devil’s Due (187) — The Enterprise responds to a distress signal from a science
station on Ventax IT. The planet is in chaos due to the belief that, a millennium
ago, the people sold their souls to the devil Ardra in exchange for 1000 years of
peace and tranquillity, The legend predicts that the return of Ardra to collect
her due, the enslavement of the people, would be heralded by just the geological
events which have occurred on Ventax II. When Ardra appears, Picard attempts to
expose her as a fraud. With Data acting as the impartial judge, Ardra defends her
claim while Picard must present his evidence against her. The future of the planet
rests on Data's decision. ({(Marta Dubois, who plays Ardra, was the second choice
for the role of Deanna Troi) (uplink 3/2/91)

Clues (188) - The Enterprise is struck by a mysterious force which renders everyone
unconscious except Data. According to the chronometers and to Data himself, the
crew were only unconscious for a few minutes. When the evidence begins to suggest
the blackout lasted a whole day, Picard challenges Data’s account of the incident.

The bridge crew become very concerned when it becomes apparent that Data has been
lying. (uplink 10/2/91) .

First Contact (189) — The Federation is preparing to introduce itself to a society
which is on the brink of warp technology. To that end, contact teams have been in
place on the planet for several months, surgically altered to pass as natives.

Riker is injured while leading a contact team and is taken to a hospital where his
true nature is discovered, Picard must now accelerate the contact procedures in a
bid to recover his officer and prevent panic growing on the planet from this
discovery of an invasion by aliens. Meanwhile Riker is offered help from one of
the hospital staff - for a price. (uplink 17/2/91)

Galaxy’s Child (180) - While Geordi’s modifications to the Enterprise engines are
being inspected by Dr. Leah Brahms (first encountered in Booby Trap), the
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Enterprise encounters a creature who lives in space, amongst the stars, The use of
the phasers to resist the creature’s probe accidentally kills it. Its pregnant ’
state is thed noticed and with Bev’s help, the offspring is born. Unfortunately,

it adopts the Enterprise as its parent, feeding off the energy of the warp =ngines.
Brahms, having resisted all Geordi’s overtures of friendship, now has to work with
him to find a solution to the power drain. {(uplink 10/3/91)

Night Terrors (121) - The Snterprise responds to a distress signal sent 28 days
previously by a science research vessel, the USS Brittain, in a remote region.

They arrive to find all but one of the crew -dead, seemingly murdered by each other,
There is only one survivor, a Betazed male who is in a catatonic state. Picard
decides to take the ship in tow but the procedures will take several days %o
complete, Deanna finds she is sharing the Betazed’s nightmare while no-one else
seems to be dreaming at all. Tempers on the Enterprise grow short, the crew begin
fighting amongst themselves and Guinan has to keep the peace in 10-Forward.
{uplink 17/3/91)

Identity Crisis (192) - While serving on the USS Victory prior to his commission on
the Enterprise, Geordi had been part of a 5-persen away team investigating the
disappearance of 49 members of a science team on an uninhabited planet, Tartianan

III. Two members of the survey team have recently, independently, gone AWOL,
returned to the planet and disappeared. YNow Geordi and the away team leader, who
was then a Lieutenant and is now Commander Susannah Lighton, are on the Enterprise,
chasing the last member of the team who has hijacked a shuttle from a starbase and
is returning to Tartianan III., Soon Susannah begins to feel a compulsion to return

to the surface., (uplink 24/3/91)

To The Nth Degree (193) - Lt Barclay has been attending Bev's drama classes in an
effort to improve his confidence. When an alien probe is detected near a galactic
telescope, the Enterprise is sent to investigate., Geordi and Barclay take a

shuttle to examine the probe more closely, It emits a blinding light to which
Geordi is impervious, because of his visor. Barclay, however, is rendered
unconscious. When he revives, he is a changed man, full of confidence and with an
IQ of between 1200 and 1450. When he begins to challenge Geordi’s technical
competence and makes a pass at Deanna, events take a sinister turn.

Q-Pid (194) - Late at night Picard is preparing to deliver the keynote speech to a
group of eminent archaeologists who have beamed aboard. He is interrupted by a
member of the group - Vash (first encountered in Captain’s Holiday). The following
morning, Bev arrives for her usual cup of morning tea., After introducing them,
Picard leaves the women together and seeks peace in his ready room. He is
disturbed by Q who, feeling he still owes the captain a great debt for saving his
life, decides to demonstrate that even the most mighty can be brought down by their
love for a woman., (uplink 21/4/91)

The Drumhead (195) - An explosion in the engine rcom seems to be the result of
sabotage. A Klingon exchange officer admits sending secrets, including engine
casing designs, to the Romulans but denies involvement in the explosion. A young
medical technician stands accused of aiding the Klingon. To investigate the
suspected conspiracy Starfleet brings an Admiral out of retirement and sends her to
the Enterprise. Picard is grateful for her assistance but then begins to wonder at
her dedication (Directed by Jonathan Frakes), (uplink 28/4/91)-

Half a Life (196) - The return of Lwaxana Troi, this time trying to seduce David
Ogden Stiers (of M*A*S*H), (Wrvitten by Susan Sackett & Fred Bronson) (uplink
5/5/91)

The Host (197) - Bev finds herself romantically attracted to a visiting alien.
(uplink 12/5/91)

Mind’s Eye (198) - Geordi is kidnapped by Romulans and programmed as a 'walking
bomb.! He returns to the Enterprise, but who is his target? (uplink 26/5/91)
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In Theory (199) — Data and a very good friend decide to lve together as husband
and wife. (Directed by Patrick Stewart) (uplink 2/6/91)

Redemption (200} — Worf attempts to clear his family name. He encounters Gowron,
who is being challenged for the leadership by the sisters of Durass and his bastard
son. This is the 100th episode of TNG, also the last episode of the 4th season.

It may be a cliff-hangar, being resolved at the start of the lth season. (uplink
16/6/91)

SHELL PROMOTION

On Monday 18th March Shell launched a new promotion ‘'Star Trek — The Game', where
every participant has the chance of winning one of five cash prizes or a
Californian holiday for a family of four.

On each visit to a Shell service station you receive a Star Trek ‘scratch card’.
This has 15 panels of which you scratch out 7. There are 5 cash prizes based on
which combination of characters you reveal: 7 Kirks - a share of £250,000, 4
Spocks - £1,000, 4 McCoys ~ £100, 4 Scottys - £5, 4 Uhuras 30p. All the cards
we've seen have 7 Kirks (we wonder what the odds are in revealing them all?), but
not more than any three other characters. We have yet to hear of anyone winning
anything — let us know if you have.

To win the holiday you have to collect 6 TNG characters - Riker seems to be the one
in short supply.

We think that some of the newspaper adverts for this promotion, with people wearing
large ‘Vulcan' ears, have been terrible.

STAR TREK IN THE NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton

The purpose of this column is to let you know which magazines to loock out for as
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers. Most
magazines are available from the book shops listed at the end of the newsletter or
in the Merchandising column.,

STAR TREK THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 78 Februsry/March 1991,

Articles on Michael Jan Friedman (author of Fortune’s Light); The Special Effects

of TNG; Andreas Katsulas (Romulan Commander Tomalak from The Enemy, The Defector
and Future Imperfect); Chad Allen {Jono from Suddenly Human) and Cory Allen
(Director).

STARLOG 165 April 1991, .
"Tholian Webs" Article about writer Judy Burns., She says she turned down the
chance to rewrite STII but the 'death scene’' with Kirk and Spock was her idea.

STARLOG YEARBOOK VOL, 8

25 Years of Star Trek. Articles on Leonard Nimoy, Jane Wyatt (Amanda), Mark Lenard
(Sarek), Joanna Miles (Sarek’s other wife), Laurence Luckinbill (Sybok), John

Colicos (Kor), Tige Andrews (Kras), Robert Lansing (Gary Seven), Willlam Windom
(Commodore Decker), Yvonne Craig {Marta), Whoopi Goldberg (Guinan) and Vincent
McEveety (Director) plus shorts on; Arnold Moss (Anton Karidian), Morgan Woodward
(Captain Tracy), Adrian Spies (wrote Miri), Elinor Donahue (Nancy Hedford), Hagan
Beggs (Lieut. Hanson), Phillip Pine (Colonel Green), John Newland (Director, Errand

of Mercy).

STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION 15 (Starlog)
Articles on Rick Sternbach - Senior Illustrator, Michael Okuda - Scenic Art
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Supervisor and Michael Dorn - Worf. Detailed transcripts of the following d4th
season episodes: Family, Brothers, Suddenly Human, Remember Me, Legacy, Reunion,
Future Imperfect, Final Mission, The Loss and Data’s Day.

TV ZONE 17 April 1991

Articles on The Romulans; Susan Sackett on Writing for the Next Generation. Book
Reviews - Contamination {TNG) by John Vornholt; Mutiny On The Znterprise by Rooert
E. Vardeman. Video Reviews — The Lights of Zetar {73) and The Cloudminders {74},

TV ZONE 18 May 1991

Article on TNG's Special Effects with some photos of what was cut by the BBC rom
Conspiracy. Book Reviews - A Flag Full of Stars hy Brad Ferguson; Crisis on
Centaurus by Brad Ferguson; Prime Directive by Garfield and Judith Reeve Stevens.
Video Reviews — The Way to Eden (75); Requiem For Methuselah {76).

STARBURST 154 June 1991

"Boldly Scripting The Next Generation” Part L of an interview with Ronald D.
Moore, the fan who became a script writer and who worked his way up to Executive
Story Editor.

"It's Sci-Fi Society" Sun 31/1/91.

According to this short article a mystery tycoon has built a copy of the
Enterprise’s bridge for a London bash to mark Star Trek’s 25 years, Serving staff
will dress like Captain Kirk and crew.

"Communicating Faster Than a Speeding Photon” Japan Times 18/2/91.

A technical article looking at instantaneous communications over great distances
(known as ‘sub-space communications’ in Star Trek.) To cut a loung story short it
seems that some scientists think this may be possible using a vector potential
telecommunications signal since vector potentials don't actually exist in

spacetime. Lost you all there, didn’t I?

"Whoopi! _Star’s Trek Secures Dream Role" Today 30/2/91.
Article about how Whoopi got her role in TNG.

"What’s in A Name" Sunday Mirror Supplement.

This a included picture of Leonard Nimoy. It says Leonard comes from an Old German
name meaning Brave as a lion,

"Beaming Up Boy Hero Could Save Trekkers" Daily Mail, 8/3/91.
Article saying 10 year-old Macaulay Culkin will be in STVI but Richard Arnold
denies this.

"Space; The Final Fashion Frontier” Evening Standard 14/3/91.
Review of TNG saying the idea of patrolling the outer galaxies wearing leisure wear
is not unappealing.

"An Barful of Enterprise in Vulcan" The Independent 19/3/91.
Article about Vulcan, Alberta, Canada trying to cash in on Star Trek. This articie
has been doing the rounds for a while,

"Whoopi Boldly Treks to Star Bar" Sun 16/3/91.
Short article about Whoopi joining TNG. She thinks Parrick Stewart is sexy.

"Pregnant Pause for the Children" Daily Mail 4/4/91.

Review of The Child where the reviewer gave more of a synopsis then a review.
However he doesn't seem to realise that TNG is not a children’s show as he says

that once upon a time, programmes for children never strayed far from the birds and
bees when it came to explaining the facts of life.

"Trekkies" Evening Times (Hollywood Hotline) 6/4/91.
Short piece on STVI.
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"Bald New Adventures for the Trekkies" WNews of the World 7/4/91.
Favourable review of The Child.

TV Times A recent issue had a competition of a 10 days holiday to LA plus a visit
to the TNG set plus a full set of classic videos. The multiple~-choice questions

you should have all been able to answer: the name of Kirk’s starship, McCoy's
nickname and the name of Spock’s home planet. If you win we'll be looking for a
report.

MERCHANDISE

compiled by Janet Quarton

BOOKS - :
Mar TNGL6 Contamination by John Vornholt Pocket Books & Titan
P T45 Mutiny On the Enterprise by Robert E, Vardeman Titan
Apr P54 T46 A Flag Full of Stars by Brad Ferguson - the second book in The Lost
Years Saga. Pocket Books & Titan
May TNG Vendetta by Peter David A TNG Giant Novel - the Borg return.
Pocket Books
P28 T47 Crisis on Centaurus by Brad Ferguson  Titan
June P55 T48 Renegade by Gene DeWeese Pocket Books & Titan
July The Making of Star Trek by Stephen E. Whitield and Gene Roddenberry,
Titan
P9 T48 Triangle by Sondra Marshak and Myrna Culbreath. Titan
TNG17 Boogeyman by Mel Gilden. Pocket Books & Titan
Aug P? T50 Legacy by Michael Jan Friedman. Pocket Books & Titan
Sept P31 T51 Battlestations! by Diane Carey. Titan
Oct TNG18 Q In Law by Peter David. Pocket Books & Titan
Nov P? TB2 (as yet untitled, Titan
Dec TNGLl9 Perchance to Dream by Howard Weinstein. Pocket Bocks & Titan
{(Thanks to Titan for the above info.)

The ST:TNG Technical Manual by Michael Okuda and Rick Sternbach (July)

Star Trek : The First 25 Years by Gene Roddenberry and Susan Sackett. This large
format coffee table book includes lots of new and never seen photos, plus many
interviews with all the cast and of course, Gene. Due September. (info Susan
Sackett)

Star Trek: The Next Generation Poster Magazine. Issue 1 £1.50 Visual Imagination.
Poster of the Enterprise plus an article on the Enterprise and one on Encounter at
Farpoint. Unfortunately to assemble the episode guide as they suggest you would
have to cut up the poster.

25th Anniversary Classic Star Trek Plate. For information and to reserve a copy
write to The Hamilton Collection, Freepost WR 59, Copenhagen Street, Worcester WR1
1BR. There is a limit of 2 per person. [Sheila and Valerie have seen this and
already reserved copies.]

TNG-1 - TNG-3 A Concordance and Episode Guide by Larry Nemecek. 3 volumes, one
for each season., Price $12 each (Sheffield Space Centre had them for £7.99 each at
UFP). This is a fanzine and not an official publication. It is a useful reference
guide but expensive - we haven’t had a chance to check its accuracy.

VIDEOS

ST:TNG - we hear that from May CIC will be releasing 2 TNG tapes per month.
SKIN OF EVIL/WE'LL ALWAYS HAVE PARIS (12)

CONSPIRACY/THE NEUTRAL ZONE (13)

Due next.

THE CHILD/WHERE SILENCE HAS LEASE (14)
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ELEMENTARY, DEAR DATA/THE OUTRAGEOUS OKONA (15)
LOUD AS A WHISPER/THE SCHIZOID MAN (18)
UNNATURAL SELECTION/A MATTER OF HONOR (17)
Original series tapes prices vary, starting at £8.99,
75/76 WAY TO EDEN/REQUIEM FOR METHUSELAH
T7/78/79 SAVAGE CURTAIN/ALL OUR YESTERDAYS, TURNABOUT INTR-JDER
ST V - The Final Frontier is now avalable.

SRR ORISR K R

ACTOR INXO

compiied by Janet Quarton

Gates McFadden: is expecting a baby boy at the end of May. She will play Dr.
Crusher at the end of May. {info Marrin Stahl from Richard Acrnold at Con Course
1)

Michael Dorn: has a part in STIV, He will not be playing Worf,

Jonathan Frakes: was cut on the face by a sword when filming the episode Q-Pid.
Richard Arnold tells us he is fine now. He directed the episode Drumhead.

William Shatner and Patrick Stewart appeared at the New York February Convention
together. .

William Shatner: The News of the World Mag 7/4/91 had a nice picture of Bill, a
horse and Patrick Duffy. The caption read "Three TV types swap their tall tales at
a Hollywood party. "I was in Star Trek... I was in Dallas... Snort! That's
nothing guys! I used to do the stunts for Mr Ed...”

Patrick Stewart directed the episode In Theory. He was originally to direct the
100th episode, Redemption, but felt it would be too difficult as he appeared in so
many Scenes,

Whoopi Goldberg recently won an Oscar for Best Supporting Actress in the film
Ghost. She was fo have been in STVI but arrangements for that didn’'t come off.

The original actors are filming STVI at the moment.

POSTBAG

We welcome your letters of comment and discussion for this section on the
understanding that they will be printed and may be edited for length or content at
our discretion.

Some pointers: When referring to anything in a previous n/l make it clear what you
are talking about for those who do not have that newsletter.

Keep your letters as short as possible - a maximum of one of our pages. If
you find this impossible consider whether you should be writing an article instead.

We encourage active discussion, but please try to avoid negative and
aggressive letters. While we welcome your frank opinions on the club, when
discussing Star Trek, the characters and actors, we think members will find it more
interesting to read what you like rather than what you dislike.

Keep letters separate from other submissions and put ‘for postbag’.
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Janet, Sheila and Valerie — Postbag Policy:
We thought it best to discuss the postbag here rather in our page one letter
since it mainly affects those reading this column.

We have had a number of comments on the length of the postbag., Of those who
wrote the majority wanted the postbag to find its own length but enough said they
wanted the length restricted that we feel we have to compromise.

Deciding which letters to print and which to edit will not be easy. Following
are some ideas that we have put into effect in this newsletter — feel free to
comment in the next n/l's postbag., We would like to come up with a policy which
most postbag readers and contributors can agree with.

Now that TNG is into its second season we think that members have had encugh
opportunity to say, "I don’t like it because.." The same really applies to ST-TMP
to STV. We would prefer that members now move on to write about and discuss those
aspects of Star Trek that they do enjoy. So, unless someone comes up with
something new, we don’t intend to print any more of these statements. We would
also like to avoid letters attacking the actors or main characters — even in fun,
as not all members see the funny side. It can be depressing to find your favourite
constantly attacked. We would also like to avoid negative letters - it is often
possible to put the same point in either a negative or positive way and we’d prefer
the latter; we all enjoy Star Trek — why else are we fans?

The problem with the above is that we do want to keep discussion active in the
newsletter — we don’t want it to get bland. Suggestions are welcome.

Try to keep what you are discussing relevant to Star Trek, If it gets too far
removed we’ll call a halt.

Keep your letters as short as possible. If you find it getting too long
finish it, leave it for a day, then reread it and try to edit it. Put what you
feel is most important first, If we have to edit letters we will, with the
exception of spelling and grammar, cut out complete ‘sections and try not to alter
the sense of what you are saying. If you are raising a new topic, and feel that
shortening it weakens your argument, why not rework it as an article?

We will not base the decision to leave out a letter on whether the writer has
other items in the newsletter, as this would discriminate against our most active
members.

We await your views with interest — and a certain amount of trepidation,
A.L. Parris — Henstridge, Somerset

Please keep the zine ads in ~ they are my main source of information about
available zines.

Lesley Hatch — Warley, West Midlands
Sue Embury — I'd like to see Spock become romantically involved again -

perhaps with a Human female, since T'Pring didn’t work out. Realistically, we have
to accept that this may be the last film, so a few loose ends will have to be tied

up. I'd be happy to see something less lavish, made-for-TV, yes - talking about
loose ends, there are lots of episodes left open-ended that could be followed up,

eg. The Cloud Minders, Is There In Truth No Beauty?, For The World Is Hollow And I
Have Touched The Sky; even Spock’s Brain.

Maggy Edwards — I can easily belleve that a phaser would be expected to fetch
£6000 at an auction. As an additional piece of information about prices of Star
Trek memorabilia, try this one. I don’t know how many fans will remember the set
of six alien figures that were on sale many years ago — they included, if memory
serves, Lokai or Bele (one of the black/white or white/black ‘aliens’ from Let That
Be Your Last Battlefield). Anyway, I occasionally get merchandise lists from the
States and in one of these, the seller was offering a set of these for $3000....
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Jenny Turner - I'd prefer lower bills too, but at the same time, I'm a great
admirer of well-crafted adverts, and I did like the Star Trek ad for Powergen.

Ray Dowsett - Regarding Data having fully functional male characteristics, and
you not seeing that he (by implication) will ever feel what a man feels under such
circumstances, let alone the emotional aspects, he must have felt something when
under the affects of the virus: he looked rather pleased with himself afterwards.

U've been thinking about there not being a female character the equivalent of
Servalan (Blake's 7). What about the (female) Romulan Commander, T'Pring, T'Pau,
Dr Pulaski and Lwanxana Troi?

Pam Baddeley - No, Asimov’s Three Laws wouldn't apply to androids, Data in
particular, because he at least has organic compounds inside him, and that sets hum
apart from robots.. As for Data not being exhaustively studied before "letting him
loose in the Academy etc.", I would suggest that he was studied as he progressed
through the Academy: what better way to find out what he could and could not de,
how capable he was of learning, etc.? And, by his progression, he would have
earned the rights he was "granted by society”.

Finally, to John Spelling - I read somewhere that the change in appearance in
the Klingons (between the original series and the movies and TNG) is that there are
different "tribes" on the home planet and presumably throughout the system, if not
the Empire, who had different appearances for whatever reason, presumably Zenetic.
So the Klingons in (for example) The Wrath of Kahn would all come from a differenc
"tribe": the same goes for those in TNG, in particular in the episode where Riker
goes on an exchange visit, and there’s a lot of infighting, There are other
episodes later on in which a.deal of animosity shows up.

Turning to the episode The Neutral Zone, has anyone noticed how rude people
were to the people they’'d rescued; Riker in particular? Was this perhaps due to
the fact that two people wrote the episode? And, while we’re on the subject of the
holodeck, has anyone noticed how people have a habit of barging into the holodeck
during other people’s projections without good reason? I suppose the earliest
example of this is Riker’s first meeting with Data; another one is the ‘invasion’
of Barclay’s projection, by what seems like the entire bridge crew, in Hoilow
Pursuits. Shouldn’t there be some kind of protocol?

Lisa Dearnley-Davison - Southport, Merseyside

I can’t believe it..... the BBC are actually showing the first and second
season (TNG) back to back. 1 wonder if there are a few Trekkies in Broadcasting
House?

Wag Patrick Stewart in Dune? [Ed: Yes he was.]

I must confess, I am a definite TNG fan. When I watched some of the original
series (its re-run actually) I was very young, too young to appreciate its fine
contribution to the Sci-fi world, However I would like to ask all the classic Trek
fans who continually knock TNG compared to classic Trek to get off its back. To
those of us who are of the younger generation TNG is a brilliant show in its own
right and it is unfair to continually compare scripts, characters etc to the old
series, Of course Picard takes his time on whether to go into battle or not. 80
odd years have passed since Kirk's days of shoot-outs with the Klingons: Humanity
has continued to progress away from warring with the unknown. After ail, the Ufp
is supposed to signify peace throughout the galaxy and it would not do its
reputation justice if one of its leading Captains was trigger happy.

Jacqueline Comben - (n/l 15) YES! When I first saw a TNG episode when
holidaying in Canada, I was instantly hooked. {The episode being Peak Performance.
I also saw The Icarus Factor on a brief trip to America while I was there.)

However I had to wait a whole year to see more as the BBC took a while to show it
and none of our video rental shops had any of the episodes!



12

To all those who wish to know, Kling, the home world of the Klingon Empire has
the galactic co-ordinates -321.5, 48.6, -87.9 - info from The Worlds of the
Federation by Shane Johnson, published by Titan Books.

Elena Bond - I totally agree with your description of Riker in Angel Ope. I
have just one comment... when do we get to see more!

Pam Baddeley — I too think there should be more strong female characters,
however I do feel that TNG have managed to balance the male and female roles a bit
better than the old Trek. Firstly with Yar, Troi and Crusher and then with Troi,
Pulaski and Guinan.

Regarding Hide and Q — I don’t think Tasha’s crying was any bit justified.
Those of you who have read Survivors by Jean Lorrah will know her background and
how often her life was under threat and she couldn't do anything about it. She
didn’t cry then.. why should she now? And as to her come-on with the Captain,
Whose blg idea was that? First Data, now the Captain - who would've been next?

(By the way, those who haven't read the above mentioned book should do so. Also
recommended is Metamorphosis, by the same author, which tackles Data’s feelings and
confusion when he is turned into a Human being!)

To add my two-penneth to the great debate on Data. Most of the TNG books have
him come to terms with some type of feeling he has. As do some of the episodes (in
a roundabout way).. Take for example the end of Skin of Evil when he says his
thoughts are for himself not Tasha, He is already feeling the emptiness that
follows after a death of someone close.

Kevin Marshall -~ As a TNG fan, I think there’s a lot of stuff in this n/l for
those fans who prefer classic Trek to TNG and personally I'd love to see more TNG
stuff, But I agree with you on one point... how about more info on all the actors
not just one series or the other? [Ed: We are gradually printing profiles of all
the actors and we try to give you what news we get on the actors. However we are
not really an ‘actor’ fan club — there are specialist clubs on most of the actors
for those whose Interests lie in that direction. As a ‘Star Trek’ fan club IDIC is
geared more to exploring the series and the characters.]

Steve Davis and Edward Woo — I read somewhere that Dr. McCoy was actually an
Honorary Admiral (but don’t ask me where!)

Edward Woo — Yes, I've spotted something! Has anyone noticed that we do get
introduced to the occasional new face (particularly in Security) who does not
immediately get killed which classic Trek often seemed to do?

Lloyd Lewis - See also comment above. Okay, so Security was always the
scapegoat when it came to death, but you don’t expect people, Klingons etc (Heart
of Glory) to escape out of a cell which has god knows what protecting it against
escapes. And have you ever tried firing at a moving: target while lying flat on
yvour face? Okay, so I haven’t but I bet it's no easy feat!!

Ann Peters — Someone else who agrees that Denise Crosby could come back. At
least there are more options available in the 24th century, and it can be made more
believable than Dallas!

D, Brown and others who noticed the mistake in Marvel comic on the
Stardates.., Marvel got it wrong!!! If you listen closely to the beginning of the
episodes concerned you will notice that the Stardates are different from the ones
published in Marvel.

Leah J. Turner - Lochranza,. Isle of Arran

Thank you for my first newsletter. I agree that the post pages should be
limited as they seem to overwhelm everything else. I was also surprised by the
amount of comment and perhaps a lack of actual information.
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Was the news item about Patrick Stewart in the last n/l veally necessary? It
may be news to some but it strikes me as being in very poor taste and an invasion
of privacy - even if it was reported somewhere else first. Sorry to quibble -
otherwise an excellent publication, especially the menu!

[Janet: Re Patrick Stewart; we did think twice about this one but decided that we
should report what is in the papers and not censor items. We deliberateiy Just

Zave the basic facts. Most peopie take newspaper articles with a pinch of salt.

Fans who are just looking for information on Star Trek vcan probably get it from the
various professional books and magazines. Star Trek fandom is a special entity -
e family who love to exchange risws and idass on their favourite programme; write
stories and poetry; draw pictures; explore various aspect of the Star Trek universe
in depth - you name it, they do it. If Star Trek cilubs had relied on filling their
newsletters with information and news they would have not have survived the lean
years of the 70s when Star Trek was not In production. ]

Martin_ Sinclair — Hull

Having now seen all first season episades of TNG my ovinion of the show is
changing, At first my opinion was that although the show was full of wonderful
special effects this in itself didn’t make the show as good as the original Star
Trek. Yet as the series has progressed the chemistry of the characters ana the
originality of the episodes has greatly improved and I can only hope that the
continuing second season episodes maintain the high standards achieved. However,
in my opinion none of the first season episodes have approached the quality of The
City On The Edge Of Forever

Simon Trick - Leyvton, Londoen

I read Roger Buck’s long and thoughtful letter in n/1 15 as regards STVI. I
like the idea of "back-to-back" filming; but a well-conceived, fully-plotted story
is essential. It might even give the opportunity to have more interesting
situations and developments for the two longest-suffering members of the ST cast:
Uhura and Sulu. Both showed {on the odd occasion that they were given the chance)
how much they could improve ST episodes (eg. Mirror Mirror, The Naked Time., The Man
Trap etc.). Perhaps sending the two of them on a special undercover mission as a
sub-plot to the main action? If STVI is the last movie, maybe Jim Kirk should be
allowed to bow out heroically, I was very moved by his underplaying the line:
"I've always known that I would die alone."

I concur with Roger Buck’s view of humaunity. History has shown us how much
humanity has changed. Not just technologically, but morally and spiritually. The
Great Teachers of the wortd’s religions suffered tremendous hardships and cruelties
to bring the message of love. The potential for good is as strong as the potential
for evil; humanity, while still displaying many traits of violence, has manifested
tremendous love and caring for people in all parts of the world and from all
backgrounds. Could a mere "veneer of civilization" produce people like Mother
Teresa? [ think not.

It is fascinating how humanity has developed socially: from family units, o
tribes, to city-states, then nations... Well ST has often mentioned a "united
Earth". It would seem to be the next logical step in humanity’s progression.
After all, if we're so busy warring, how are we zoing to get out.among the stars?
I'm with Gene Roddenberry.

To Helen White: I take your point about a person’s sex having little to do
with the way they perform a job. Unfortunately, as women have not — historically -
been allowed the rights, privileges and opportunities afforded to men, we need to
be aware of offering those opportunities now. At the same time, women as a whole
need to have the confidence in themselves to put themselves forward and take those,
rights, privileges and opportunities. Perhaps by the time of the 24th Century,
sexual equality won’t need to be an issue any more. '
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Chris Barker - Stoke on Trent, Staffs.

Could I just tell the readers of the great service I have had from the
Sheffield Space Centre. As you read this they have just finished my collection of
the original series of Star Trek and I now have all 79 episodes and will be sending
off for the all-colour The Cage. It may interest readers to know that The Cage has
an introduction by Gene Roddenberry. [Janet: This was on the mixed b/w colour
version but it was not on the colour version I bought a while ago]

Did anyone spot the- deliberate mistake in the episode Where No Man Has Gone
Before? The tombstone read JAMES R KIRK.

Helen White — Bracknell, Berks
To Sue Richardson: I loved your jokes — do you know any others?

To Sue Embury and Ingrid Smith: I'm so glad to hear that there are other
leenies people who enjoy Spock’s Brain, how sensible of you!

To Russell Witheyman: I agree with you that Code of Honor is a bit dodgy, but
my least favourite TNG episode is Symbilosis. I hate preaching anyway, but it’s so
obvious. Yuck!

To Marion Pritchard: I try and keep Janet well-supplied with quizzes and
crosswords, and will carry on doing so - I can always do with more from the members
to send on to her, hint hint! It's not really that hard to compile a quiz, and
I'll always help if anyone’s stuck. Come on everyone, have a go!

Eeerrrrrm... who told you I did uniforms to order? I don't - sorry. What I
do do is offer advice to anyone as wants it ~ drop me a line if you like.
Incidentally, Janet Lawn of NCC 1701 A-D used to make uniforms to order, I think,
but I don’t know whether she still does.

To Cath Russell: I think half the trouble with poor Data is that he's very
inconsistently written - he’s supposed to have been ‘around’ for over twenty years,
after all, but some scripts have him being quite moronic. I wonder whether some of
the problem is created by the attitude highlighted in the n/1 lately; people are
frightened of, or won't accept, or don't approve of an android ‘person’.

Re zines/novels: I love TNG novels, but (so far) TNG zines do nothing for me.
With original Trek, I do enjoy the novels a lot, but I love the zines - in general,
they’re superior to the professional stories.

To Edward Woo: I'd much prefer to have Data as a commanding officer rather
than Bev! I like your explanation of how Dr. McCoy becomes an Admiral; I, too, had
wondered about it, when he’s usually complaining about the behaviour of the top
ranks, Your explanation struck me as a lot better than David Gerrold's, in the
novelisation of Encounter at Farpoint.

To Lloyd Lewis: Re your comment on cover artists: Hear hear!! One of my
favourite books, Memory Prime, has one of the worst covers (Spock in the clutches
of maniacal leering humanoid, in case you haven't seen it.) Also, I hadn’t noticed
the Security chaps standing with backs to prisoners etc until you pointed it out,
although I had noticed that they leapt into shot! Do you think that they have a
special test for Security candidates? Get them to guard a prisoner; anyone who
watches what the prisoner gets up to can’t be taken on!

To Ann Peters: your article on Data sounds interesting, and I look forward to
reading it. Thanks for your comments on the jumpsuits. I think that the business
with Data and Lore may be explained in part by the following; Lore’s overall had a
black jumper (or something) under it, which made him look heavier, although I do
agree that the jumpsuits make one look thinner than the two-piece suits,
Incidentally, have you seen Brothers? That has Data and Lore in it, too, and they
both look exactly the same dimensions to me(!}, although they are wearing different
outfits.
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Re your comment on male 'self-esteem' and costumes, I guessed that the chaps
must wear athletic supports, or whatever they're called. Walter Koenig mentions
them in Chekov’s Enterprise. He says that the cast in TMP had strict instructions
to wear them - ‘no underwear lines in the costumes please.,’!!

Tasha doesn't need an 'H' on her forehead - she can come back, no problem.
You know that holopic that Data has of her, that keeps turning up feg in Measure
1 Man)? What the crew should do is take it on away teams, put it down and acuvate
it, et voila, Tasha's back., Seriously though, what's wrong with Denise Trosbv
being a different character instead? 1 think that we need a femalie Vulzan on the
bridge; she could be called T’Asha! Weil, maybe not.

To John Spelling: the explanation of the different varieties of Klingon 1s,
according to Richard Arnold and Guy Vardaman, as follows; The Klingons in :he
original series are from the Northern hemisphere of their planet, the film Klingons
are from (I think) further South, and Worf is an ‘2quatorial’ Klingon. That’s what
I think they said, anyway - I may have confused the details slightly:

As regards the vest of the n/ly it wae excellent, as usual, For me, the beszt
bits were Steve Davies' Sequels - brilliant - and The Omicron Ceti Pod-U-Like Menu
by Chris Blenkarn - laugh? T was absolutely hysterical! You two obviously share
my silly sense of humour!

Michael Simpson - Ledbury, Herefordshire
Can I point out a couple of revisions to my SEA OF FACES feature in N/L 157

Both of the listings I have say that James Goldstone, (oops, I forgot ne also
directed What Are Little Girls Made 0f?), directed the episode Mutiny. According
to the episode credits, however, it was done by regular Irwin Allen director Sobey
Martin., It also appears that Paul Carr (Lee Kelso in Where No Man Has Gone
Before), was something of a semi-regular at this point in the series. He also
appeared in the episodes Hail To The Chief and Doomsday. Eugene Dynarski, {Ben
Childress in Mudd's Women and Krodak in The Mark Of Gideon - listed as Gene
Dynarski in Who's Who In Star Trek), was in the episode The Buccaneer.

Any further additions from other members would, of course, be much
appreciated.

My thanks to Marie Chettle for her unintentional addition to my Trek/Holmes
feature., Her letter was quite a coincidence because I had purchased The Television
Sherlock Holmes myself a couple of days before receiving N/L 185.

Re: Elena Bond’s letter in N/L 15, when I last saw When The Bough Breaks I
had the opposite impression. For me it was too much like Classic Trek, It
reminded me of those episodes like The Apple or A Taste Of Armageddon when Kirk
tsaved the world’ by destroying its ruling computer, I remember the episode
garnering laughs at its denouement when shown at 3ol III ’89. The ideu of hole
in the ozone layer causing sterility, though presumably conceivable, brought to
mind those old SF films of the 50s when atomic power was credited with having all
manner of inconceivable side effects, (a la The Beast From Twenty Thousand Fathoms,
Them, etc). It was perhaps a little unfortunate for its writer, certainly from
the British point of wview, that she probably wrote it before public awareness of
the ozone hole reached the height it has been at over the past couple of years., It
would be interesting to know what the reaction would have been if it had been made
five years earlier.

On the subject of worlds ‘controlled’ by computers, Kirk’s possible reaction
to the Bynars might be a subject for speculation. It struck me when I last watched
this episode that it must be the first Star Trek story in which a planet’s central
computer is actually saved from destruction!

Roger Buck: I totally agree with the point about speedier release of TNG onto
video. I have followed up your suggestion and written. Since the videos are
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largely bought by those who intend to buy them all CIC surely cannot lose by
releasing more than one a month. Hopefully enough letters will reach them on this
point to make them consider it further. You mention the TV version of TMP.
Apparently there was also some talk of a 'complete’ version of The Search For Spock
being compiled for U.S. TV when it was released to the cinema. Perhaps CIC would
consider this tco. And how about The Final Frontier with some/all of its trimmed
scenes being restored? They did it, after all, with TWOK.

Karen Cloney =— Paisley

Our postman finally figured out how to get my IDIC newsletter through the
letter box without mutilating iti!!{f There were so many comments and mindings in
N/L 15 that I decided to write.

Firstly to Sue Richardson: Never be scared to admit that vou're a ST fan.
You’d be amazed at what can happen.

When I started training down here, the very first part of the course was an
outward bound type week in the Lake District. Not only was I hundreds of miles
from home (we had to come to Bournemouth to be introduced to the boss etc {ivsi)
but I was thrown in with 47 other people who I had never met in my life before.

The first night in the Lake District, in the bar {(ahem) I was wearing a Star
Trek T-shirt with Mr. Spock on it. One of the blokes came up and asked if I was a
fan or just wearing it for a bet. I informed him that I was a Star Trek fan. He
said that he was as well but that he’d never had the nerve to wear a t~shirt
proclaiming it. Up jumped another bloke asking why, what was he ashamed of.... and
so on and so forth until at least half the folk on the course were found to be Star
Trek fans. Then started all the arguments about which was better, Star Trek or
Star Wars. We were still in the bar at half two the next morning talking about the
films, the series etc, by which time there were 48 people in the bar. It really
broke the ice. You'd be surprised how many of those taking the mickey can be found

To Sue Embury: I loved Data’s "continue the petty bickering" line as well.
I laughed til my stomach ached on Wednesday when Dr. Pulaski said "Day-tah, Day-
tah, what's the difference?” and poor wee Data came back "One is my name, the other
is not!" Classic!!! Good for you, Data!

To all those who took part in the android’s rights debate: I’'m sorry I missed
it.

To Marcia Pecor: I totally agree with your comments on IDIC. It’s printed
on the front cover of the newsletter "The glory of creation is in its infinite
diversity and the way our differences combine to create meaning and beauty,”
Surely as followers of Star Trek we should hold that and see what it is saying to
us. .

You also said that we should "stop picking at him like midges". The way I
look at it is, I don’t really have any right to down any of those involved in Star
Trek from Gene Roddenberry on., Come on guys, all of them have moulded a dream into
near reality, Without Willlam Shatner, Gene and the rest there would not ST, this
newsletter would not exist. The fundamental ideas that Star Trek has introduced
into our society, no matter how small, would not have come into being, And think
of what ST has had to say. Somehow a receding hairline seems a rather petty thing
to accuse anyone of. IDIC, my friends, IDIC! The fundamental concept of those
four letters means that there should be no "TNG bashing”, no ridiculing of other
people just because they are different or don’t agree with your point of view. Or
do I have the totally wrong impression of what IDIC is really about?

To Richard Fuller: I know what you mean about Scotty. But I think, from
what I remember of the interview James Doohan had with Wogan it was his idea that
Scotty should be a Scot. (Jimmy's that is, not Terry’s) However I'll stand
corrected if I've got it wrong.
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Finally to Janet: 700 copiesi!!! Wow!!!!l [Ed: Now 750... and rising?]

Jeff Martin — Hyogo, Japan .

I was quite surprised to read your advice to writers to keep their reviews "as
objective as possible." My question is why? I thought reviews were by their very
nature subjective. While a good review should provide a description uf the story,
it should also include a discussion of what the reviewer enjoyed or disliked =bout
the material, If you only want descriptions of stories, I suggest you stop calling
them reviews and rvename your column "Book and Video Synopses.”

[Ed: You are correct, we did not make it ciear what we were looking for, e are
certainly not just looking for synopses - in fact we prefer Lhese to be kept ais
short as possible. We do want the reviewer’s own opinion of the bock bu! sometimes
a reviewer has to stand back slightly - for instance a Spock fan reviewing a book
which Spock isn’t in much could be too subjective about it and say that they didn't
enjoy it at all and that it was really bad; while an objective view should be able

to .say that the book was well written etc. and that many readers would enjoy it
although as a Spock fan they found it lacking.]

As for restricting the length of the Pnstbag due to the increasing number of
letters you're receiving, I would of course prefer you to print all the letters in
their entirety. If that’s an impossibility, then I wouldn't mind if you
judiciously edit redundant information and replies from letters, or simply pass
some over as not having anything of interest or pertinence to the majority of
members., (Ed: the problem is, who are we to judge what Is redundant and not of
interest to members? We've been wrong before. We have printed items whose general
interest we’ve been doubtful of only to have them enthusiastically pralsed by some
members]

1 very much enjoy the Postbag and find it the most interesting and lively
feature of the newsletter, However, I wish that letter writers would spend a
little time and effort recapitulating arguments before responding to them. After a
two month interval, I find I've forgotten what a letter writer said or what point
he or she was trying to make. I implore letter writers to briefly review whatever
points they are responding to, I will try to do so below.

Pam Baddeley wrote in NL 15 that TNG shows us Data in a way that.. makes it
clear that he is meant to be capable of experiencing emotions... This is an
unverifiable and unprovable assertion. As she points out later in her letter in a
discussion on the criteria for determining if something is "alive" or "lving",

"the ability to feel... is not self-evident..." The best we can do is state that

Data exhibits behaviour consistent with certain emotional states. Thus, he

twitches when anxious, paces when excited, or smiles when happy. That he actually
experiences anxiety, excitement or happiness is beyond our ability to confirm.

I wonder if anyone has thought of this: if Data did experience an emotion,
how would he recognize it? He would need a referent-in order to know his
experience was emotive, but having never experienced an emotion before what
referents could he possibly use? He would be forced, much as we are in debating
the question of Data’s capacity to feel emotions, to deduce from Human behaviour
that he had experienced something similar.

Finally to Helen White: Gambatte Nihongo wa omoshiroi kedo.chotto musukashi,
Itsu kara benkyo shitte hajimetta? Kanji mo benkyo shitte imasuka?

Ann Peters —~ Kidderminster, Worcs.

I have to agree with Sheila that discussion about Data is academic but since
when did that ever stop an argument! ‘Is Data alive’ can only be answered if we
have a decent definition of ‘living’, and notiouns like 'God’ and 'self-evident’ are
simply not good enough. I suspect life has something to do with entropy and the
battle against decay. Maybe as long as Data doesn’t decompose, erode or fall to
bits, he can claim to be ‘living', although that alone would certainly not qualify
him to be a Starfleet Officer!







