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"The glory of creation is in its infinite diversity and the way our
differences combine to create meaning and beauty.”

Honorary Members: Gene Roddenberry, Richard Arncld, Walter Koenig, John de lLancie,
Mark Lenard, Susan Sackett, Marina Sirtis, Patrick Stewart, George Taikei, Guy
Vardaman, Rupert Evans, Lorraine Kelly.

Hi, everyone, and welcome to another newsletter. The typos that have slipped
through in this newsletier are due to the fact that the temperature is into the 80s
and we're melting. We're not used to this heat in the west of Scotland, especislly
this year when it was cold and wet last week!

We would like to welcome Marina Sirtis to IDIC. We think it is past time we had
Marina as a guest at a British convention, althcugh we realise there is a problem
in that the filming of TNG clashes with most conventions. Why not write to some of
the conventions and say you would like to see Marina as a guest.

We made an error in the last newsletter in crediting Susan Sackett and Fred Bronson
with the writing of the TNG episode, Half A Life. Susan telis us that the episcde
Half A Life was actually written by Peter Allan Fields. It seems our source had it
wrong this time and we apologise to Susan, Fred and of course Peter. We do hope to
see more scripts by Susan and Fred in future,

I am sure you all want to join us in wishing Gene a very happy 70th Birthday on
August 19th. You can all send cards to him at 5555 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
$0038~-3197, U.S.A,

We have put this newsletter out early to avoid our Printer's holidays but please
note that the next one will be out late - probably not until the middle of October.
This is because Janet will be away on holiday when she should be compiling the
newsletter, For details on submitting to this special 25th Anniversary newsletter
see the end of this letter. We are specifically looking for items that reflect the
history of fandom over the last 25 years and how it affected your life, through
friendships, hobbies, interests - even careers. We expect the December newsletter
to come out at the ugual time.

We suppose most of you have heard the bad news about the postage going up in
September. Unfortunately the newsletters are priced too tightly for us to absorh
the increase so we will need to put memberships up from October. At the moment we
charge £6 for 4 newsletters at 80+ page newsletters plus 2 at 72 pages. We are
thinking of putting membership up to £6.50 for 5 newsletters at 80+ pages and 1 at
72 pages. The short one is the Pebruary one but if we have enocugh material it may
vise to the length of the others. Until we know the new postsl rate we do not know
what foreign dues will be but if the dollar rate remains around 165 we should be
able to hoid the dollar rate to the States and just put up the sterling one.

We have now made arrangements so that we can accept credit cards - we thought this
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would be useful for both foreign members and zine buyers, althcugh anyvone can use
the facility. Foreign members may not know that if you pay by credit card there
seems to be no extra charge. We just put a debit through on your card for the
amount in sterling and you are charged the equivalent in your currency i the
current exchange rates.

Many of you may not know, but for some years aAmerican fandom has had a vote on best
zine in specific categories, held at MediaWest and known as the Fan Q Awards.

{Initially it was purely for Trek stories, now it covers several media categories.)

The winners are usually American as foreign zines are less visible in America; we

were therefcre very flattered to receive a nomination for editing for Enterprise -

Log Entries 84 and Make It Soc 4 - and even more [lattered to win an award! The
ScoTpress zine Fallen Angel by Lyn Viviers alsc received a nomination for writing

in the long story category, but we haven't heard how it did.

A lot of TV magazines these days do not give credit lists for programmes, so to

help actor fans find out when the actors are on TV we have decided to compile
credit listings for the main casts of both original Trek and ST:TNG. We will print
these lists and any updates in the newsletier once and then they will be available
for new members or any other fan who requests them. We are looking for volunteers
to compile these lists so if you would like te do these please contact Janet,
enclosing an SAE, and please list the actors in the order you wouid prefer te do
them. Then, according to how many volunteers we get, we can allocate so many
actors to each person. Volunteers will need to have some method of finding the
information - we can give some help with the original Trek actors but we don’t have
much on the TNG ones, Due to holidays, conventions etc. it may be the end of
October before Janet can do the allocations, but contact her as scon as possible.

Te Rob Coleman and anyone else whe wonders why the contents list is on the back
page - it is the easiest place to put it, Until the newsletter is compiled and put
together we do not know what has to be listed in the contents or how many lines it
will take, so it saves Janet a lot of time just fitting it onto the last page.

Also we find having it there makes it much easier when checking through back
newsietters for items. Maybe we should rename it ‘Index’.

We now have collected over £600 towards IDIC’s second guide dog and if possible we
would like to make the £1000 by the end of November. At Conduit we will have a
raffle and we will also be selling 'Trek’ items in aid of the IDIC Guide Dog Fund

so if you have any books, magazines, photos, tapes (professional copies-only) ete.

you no lenger need and that you would be willing to donate please bring them along.
If you are not going to Conduit please send items to Sheila, We will accept, items

for personal sale as long as you donate 50% or more to the IDIC Guide Dog fund.
Where you do want some money back for the items please price items clearly and keep
two lists (with prices and your name and address), one to give to the person
manning the table and one for you to keep.

There is another raffle in aid of the IDIC Guide Dog Fund in this newsletter.

This time we are offering an IDIC pendant similar to the one worn by Spock in Is
There In Truth No Beauty. We are also offering a set of 6 TNG coasters which have
photos of the crew, plus a runners-up prize of a year's membership of IDIC. The
pendant will be drawn first but you may indicate a preference. Please put your
name and address or membership number on each individual ticket. Tickets are £1
for $2) for the strip of 5; please send your tickers land money, of course!} to
Sheila or Janet by September 20th. Winners will be announced in the next
newsietter. Note: Please dao not cheques for less than £1 - we will accepf stamps.

Dur'thanks to Barbara Ellams, Sheila Cornall, Lisa Dearnley-Davison, Mark French,
Muriel Jarrett, Jim Redrup, Steven Rowe, Jenny Turner, Helen Wimble and anyone we
nave inadvertently forgotten to mention, for sending information and/or cuttings.

‘I‘bank you to B. J. Ambrose, Jean Barron, Claudia Baschke, Terri Briggs, Roger Buci,
Fiona Campbell, Rosemary Chivers, Sheila Cornall, Lisa Dearnley-Davison, Mark
French, Kathleen Glancy, Muriel Jarrett, Kari M. John, Gary Leele, Pippa Lightfoot,
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Masako Neguchi, Mark Payne, J. Schmidt, Jean Sloan, John Spelling, Martin Stahl,
Jenny Turner, Fraser wWilliamson, Edward Woo and sveryone else who has donated
money, collectibles, and/or used stamps for the Guide Dogs {or the Blind
Assgoclation.

For those new members who have asked: we accept all used stamps for the Guide Dogs,
both British and Foreign. The stamps are sold by weight so they are worth mors
when they are still stuck on part of the envelope. I you have time to trim them

it is a big help to us - leave about [/4" of envelope around the stamp if possible.
Make sure yvou «do not damage ithe stamps as then they are worthless, The Guide Dogs
get £3.25 per kilo of stamps.

The -'s=ing date for the next newsletter is September ith. Send contributions to
Janet until August 25th, after that send anything te Sheila. The newsletter may
not be out until the middle of October.

Janet, Sheila, Valerie 6/7/91
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LATEST STAR TREK NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton
GENE RODDENBERRY

Star Trek’s 26th Anniversary celebrations were launched on Thursday 6/6/91; 1000
people watched a new office building at Paramount Studios being named for creator
Gene Roddenberry. Both the original and Next Gen cast were at the proceedings.
The ceremony took place outside the front of the building with Willlam Shatner
seated to Gene's right and Patrick Stewart to his left.

Entertainment Tonight showed a small bit of Gene's speech in which he said,
“Paramount has paid me more money than I deserve..(Pause) And they earned more
for themselves than they deserve.” (Reported by Mark French.)

There was a nice coloured picture of Gene with both Star Trek casts in the National
Enguiver, 2/7/91.

STAR TREK VI

According to Producer Ralph Winter in Star Trek the Official Fan Club Magazine B80:
Christopher Plummer plays one of the main antagonists. David Warner is in the film
as well as Kim Cattrall, Rosana DeSoto, Paul Rossilli, Leon Russom and Iman - who

iz known around the world as a famous model. Kurtwood Smith is in the film as the
Federation President. Mark Lenard is back, Brock Peters will be veprising his role
from STIV as a Starfleet admiral. Michael Dorn is in the film but not as Worf.

Cli#f Bidelman is the composer and Ronald Roose the editor,

STVI will have the kind of action you saw in STIL.

They are still planning for a Christmas reiease in the States.

According to Starlog 168:

It is now no secret that the Klingons are involved in this sequel and Sulu gets his
own command, the U.5.8. Excelsior.

STAR TREX V

Premiered an the Sky Movie Channel on Sunday 23/8/91 at 6.15pp.
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Remember to be polite.

Star Trek: The Next Generation screeming Jdates and ratings - the
from Broadcast:
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30
31
32
33
34
35
36
7
38

17/4/91
24/4/91

1/5/91

8/5/91
15/5/91
22/5/91
24/5/91

3/6/91
12/6/91
19/6/91

Elementary, Dear Jata 129)
The Cutrageous Okona (30}
Loud As A Whisper {31}
The Schizoid Man {32)
Unnatural Selection {33)

A Matter of Honor (34)
The Measure of a Man (35)
The Dauphin (36}
Contagion (371,

The Royale {38)

BBEC
BBC
BBC
3BC
BBC
BBC
BBC
BBC
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STAR TREK IN THE NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton
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The purpose of this column is to let you know which magazines to look out for as
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers.
magazines are available from the book shops ligted at the end of the newsletter or
in the Merchandising column.

STAR TREK THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 79 April/May 1891,
Articles on: John Vornhold, author of Masks and Contamination; Whoopi Goldberg;

Gene Roddenberry - Creating Guinan; From Fan to Professional - Ron Moore (Bxecutive
Story Editor,) David Carren {Story Editor), Mike Okuda (Scenic Art Supervisor,
Richard Arnold {Research Supervisor); Star Trek VI Update - Interview with Producer
Ralph Winter.

STAR TREK THE OFFICIAL FAN GLUB 80 June/July 1991
Articles on: Jonathan Frakes - Directing a New Enterprise (5 pages}, Tony Todd who
played Worf's brother K'urn in Sins of the Father, Sarah Marshall who played Dr.

Janet Wallace in The Deadly Years, Matt McCoy who played Devinoni Ral in The Price
and Peter David - author of Vendetta
Star Trek VI Update - Interview with Producer Ralph Winter.

STARLOG 168 July 1991,

"Working in_the Trek Mine"

Mast

2 page article about writer Steven Carabatsos.

"Reger’s Vacation" 4 page article about Harry Townes who played Reger in Return of
the Archons.

STAR TREE THE NEXT GENERATION 16 (Starlog)

Articles on Sarah Higley -~ Writer of Hollow Pursuits, Bob Blackwman - Costume
Detailed transcripts of the
tollowing 4th season episodes: The Wounded, Devil's Due, Clues, First Contact,
Galaxy’s Child, Night Terrors, Identity Crisis and Nth Degree.

designer and Keith Birdsong - Stellar illustrator.

TV ZONE 19 June 18561
Article on The Effects in TNG, Part 2.

(TNG).

71/78/19.

STARBURST SUMMER SPECIAL 8
"Making-Up for The Next Generation”

Book Reviews ~ Vendetta by Peter David
Video Reviews - The Savage Curtain/all Qur Yesterdays/Turnabout Intruder

4 pages plus two full page colour photos -



Picard as a Borg and Data.

STARBURST 155 July 19891
"Noldly Scripting the Next Generation” Part 2 of an interview with Ronald D.

Moore, Executive Story Editor of TNG. 2 pages of text, 2 full page illes, Tasha,
Picard and his brother.
"Fantasia’ 1 page report on UFP '31 by Stuart Clark,

"Beam Up_ A Laugh For Star Trek Pat”

Article sayving Patrick Stewart was fed up with his character being down in the
dumps - "Even the Captain should be able to have a good time!" So scriptwriters
respoil..l ., giving him funnier lines - and a raunchy close encounter with a

beautiful space bounty hunter.

"Tyrekking To The Top" Los Angeles Times Magazine &/5/81.
A 3 page article looking in some depth into Star Trek and the deviopment of TNG.

"Ros lavs Down the Law in Space” Daily Mail 16/5/91
Review of TNG centering on Pulaski.

"New Trekkers Are Star Turn” The Sun 16/5/91
A review of TNG by Ruth Brown of Enterprise Originals.

"Trekkies in_an Illogical Enterprise” Mail on Sunday 19/5/91.
sccording to this there are aiready 90C claimants for a share of the £250,000 in
the Shell Star Trek competition - they have all managed to scratch out 7 Kirks.

"The Mad Magd World of Lady R” Today 18/6/91

Rosemary Aberdour once spent £150,000 turning her £800-per-week flat into the
bridge of the Starship Enterprise for a Star Trek bash. The lounge doors, replaced
with sliding plates, swished aside at the touch of a hand, Star Trek videos played
on TV screens and in the next rcom Spock spoke from a giant screen.

100 And Cut Of Thig World” Daily Star 19/6/91
TNG has now notched up 100 episodes. Mobbed wherever he goes, Patrick Stewart
says, "Now I know what it feels like to be Michael Jackson."

"Mair-Raising Adventure for Star Trek Captain” Daily Mirror’s London/South TV
Weekly lst-Tth June, 91. ’

Article about Patrick Stewart which says he attended a convention to find that
crowds of people had shaved their heads to lock like him. This seems unlikely.

"Tonight's Choice” Daily Star 5/6/81.
Pat Codd recommends TNG, especially with Wheoopi Geldberg in it.

"Michael’'s A Monster Hit" Daily Star 26/6/81.

Article about Michael Dorn mentioning his previoug roles in Chips, Knots Landing
and Falecon Crest. The article says Michael is playing Worf’s great grandfather in
STV,

ACTOR INFO

compiled by Janet Quarion

William Shatner: According to a press release from Calibre Press, Mr Shatner has
been signed by them to host and narrate s home video production titled Ultimate
Survivors: Winning Agsinst Incredible Odds. It is a 90 minute documentary focusing
on four police officers who endured extraordinary life-threatening events and the
surprising lessons they learned about the qualities needed to survive. (info STW})
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Wiliam Shatner - This Morning 29/5/91, Reported by Muriel Jarrett

I was surprised to see an interview with William Shatner on TV recently. He
was dressed as Kirk, on the set of Star Trek 5. He is quite greyish in front now
but looks good st:ll, He said he'd love to g0 up in space as long as he had a
written guarantee that he'd come down again! He talked about his horses and dogs -
said he’d won several championships with his horses.

He said no-one knows what makes a hit - unfortunately.

There were no clues as to the storvline of 8, but he said Christopher Plummer
would be in it. They showed a clip from a previous film with Saavik taking her
test - then taking the Enterprise out for the first time with Spock saying, "There
is a first Lime for everything” and McCoy offering Kirk a tranquilliser. The
uniforms came up a curious shade of brown instead of maroon in that clip,

[Janet: At the start of the inferview we saw Michael Dorn in Klingon makeup in
the background.]

Bill’s fans who have Sky will be counting themselves fortunate. He was in an
episode of The Magician called The Illusion of the Queen’s Gambit shown on Sky One
recently. Hooker is presently being screened on Sky One - Saturdays 7pm, and The
mini-series The Bastard was shown July 1st and 2nd (this also had John de Lancie in
it.

Police Story is also being shown on Sky One, Tuesdays 11.00pm. BRill did the
episodes Love Mabel, Bad Apple & Ten Kilos toc Nowhsare.

London Weekend Television viewers are able to see Rescue 911 which Bill hosted
= i is scheduled fo start on July Sth.

Bill's novel TrekLords is now out in Bantam Press Hardcover.

Leonard Nimoy: an episode of Combat in which he guest starred was scheduled on Sky
One on 29/6/91. Also Marco Polo is scheduled on Sky One for July 14/15/21/22.

Patrick Stewart: 'Real Vovare of Discovery” Dundee Courier 27/4/9%1
An article about the series The Shape of the World, recently shown on ITV, which
wag narrated by Patrick Stewart.

George Takei Blood Cath, in which George plays Takahashi, opened in London in
March and went on general release on April 5th - we hope you managed to see it.
Ena Glogowska tells us that George feels that he has given a good performance in
this film. He had a delicate line to tread between his American and his Japanese
connections, but he feels that the truth is the truth, unpalatable though it may
be, and it cannot be hidden away. The film has been given a new title for its
American run; it will be known as Prisoners of the Sun.

The play by Philip Gotanda called The Wash completed a successful run in Los
Angeles, at the Mark Taper Forum, on February 16th, 1991. It played in New York at
the Manhatten Theatre Club last Cct/Nov, and had good write-ups. George played the
character of Sadao, a 56 years old widower with a happy disposition and a nice

sense of humour. He wins the lady in this one!

George's previous film, Return to the River Kwai, has recently been shown on Sky
movies.

Watch out for George in an episode of Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea, called
Silent Saboteurs. (CHa Sundays, 13.00)

Brent Spiner is recording an album of sonws Uitled 01" Vellow Eves ix Rack, and ane
of the songs is an old Sunspots number entitled It’s a Sin to Tell A Lie. Backing
vocals on this song are provided by Patrick Stewart, Michael Dorn, LeVar Burton and
Jonathan Frakes. Brent says they would love to de a music video on the barber's set
of TNG. (info Entertainment Tonight)

Wheopi Goldberg was interviewed on The Oprah Winfrey Show on Channel 4 on 26/6/61.
She talked about Ghost and The Long Walk Home bul never mentioned Star Trek.
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MERCHANDISE

compiled by Janet Quarton

BOOKS -
June P55 T48 Renegade by Gene DeWeese Pocket Books & Titan
July The Making of Star Trek by Stephen E. Whitfield and Gene Roddenberry

Titan

P9 T48 Triangle by Sondra Marshsk and Myrna Culbreath. 7Titan

TNG17 Boogeyman by Mel Gilden. Pocket Books & Titan
Aug P? T50 Legacy by Michael Jan Friedman. Pocket Books & Titan
Sept P31 T51 Battlestations! by Diane Carey. Titan
Oct TNGI8 @ In Law by Peter David, Pocket Books & Titan
Nov P? TB2 (as yet untitled, Titan
Dec  TNG1S Perchance to Dream by Howsrd Welnstein, Pocket Books & Titan
{Thanks to Titan for the above info.)

The ST:TNG Technical Manual by Michael Okuda and Rick Sternbach {July)

Star Trek : The Firast 25 Years by Gene Roddenberry and Susan Sackett. This large
format coffee table book includes lots of new and never seen photos, plus many
interviews with all the cast and of course, Gene. Due September. {info Susan
Sackett}

Star Trek: The Next Generation Poster Magazine. JIgsue 1 £1.50 Visual Imagination.
Poster of the Enterprise plus an article on the Enterprise and one on Encounter at
Farpoint. Unfortunately to assemble the episode guide as they suggest you would
have to cut up the poster.

VIDEOQS
STVENG

THE CHILD/WHERE SILENCE HAS LEASE {14)
ELEMENTARY, DEAR DATA/THE OUTRAGEQUS OKONA {15)
LOUD AS A WHISPHER/THE SCHIZOID MAN (16)
UNNATURAL SELECTION/A MATTER OF HONOR (17)
Due next,

MEASURE OF A MAN/THE DAUPHIN {18)
CONTAGION/THE ROYALE (19)

TIME SQUARED/THE ICARUS FACTOR (20}

PEN PALS/Q WHOQ (21)

Original series tapes prices vary, starting at £9.99,

75/76 WAY TO EDEN/REQUIEM FOR METHUSELAH
77/78/79 SAVAGE CURTAIN/ALL QUR YESTERDAYS/TURNABOUT INTRUDER

x= KKK *

POSTBAG

We welcome. your letters of comment and discussion for this section on the
understanding that they will be printed and may be edited for length or content at
our discretion,

Some pointers: When referring to anything in a previous n/l make it clear what you
are talking about for those who do not have that newsletter,

Keep your letters as short as possible - a_maximum of 700-750 words. If you
find this impossible consider whether you should be writing an article instead.

We encourage active discussion, but please try to avoid negative and
aggresgive letters.

Keep letters separate from other submissions and put 'for postbag’.




Steve Davies - Huntingdon, Cambs

I've just receive n/1 16, after reading it from cover to cover it's got to be
the best one vet! I must say that the rumours about ST VI are quite intriguing -
I'm happy that all the "Spock falls in love" and "Kirk becomes a monk" rumours
aren't true. Nicholas Meyver back where he belongs ~ in the director’s chair and
ILM doing what they do best, it locks as if we're hall-way to a good movie already.
Okay, I admit getting a little sick of the Klingons but if they're being used
visibly {(and not just for the sake of using them in 8T IV) it should work. But
please, no more "Bird of Prey”, let’s have the big ships back! All-out war between
Federation and Klingons a la Errand of Mercy - we could be talking some of the best
space hattle sequences since ST II and Return of the Jedi! But won't the Organians
have something to say about that, I wonder!

I've accepted the fact that this will be the last, but please Paramount - make
it one to remember. {George Lucus once said that Return of the Jedi would be the
iast Star Wars movie but now we have another one looming ever larger on the
horizon, maybe the powers that be will eventually change their minds about ST as
well,)

If 8T VI is set 10 years after V - won't it be logical that the characters
will be so much older - therefore no need to cover up spreading waist-lines, bald
spots and wrinkles,

I'm glad to hear that Sulu may get to be a Captain but what about poor Chekov?
After all he's been through in the movies I think he deserves something - getting
burnt in TMP, having Jabba the Hutt’s kid brother crawling about inside his brain
in TWOK and almost getting killed by half the US Marine Corp and 20th Century
medicine in TVH, I think the guy deserves a break, don't you? One other question -
the little snippet on page 3 of the n/l mentioned David Warner - will that be as
St. John Talbot (the part he played in ST V and in my mind was wasted on ~ he's a
damn good acter and he only had 4 or 5 lines!!)?

I'm looking forward to it whatever happens simply because it's "Trek" -
whether’s it’s geood, bad, indifferent or brilliant Trek remains to be seen - we
don’t want just a movie - we want an epic!!

Keren Breen ~ hello there from another Piers Anthony fan!! I agree whole-
heartedly ~ Data is probably my favourite character in TNG and anyone who disagrees
with the idea that he does count at least as much as the Human crew-members should
try reading the "Split Infinity" trilogy, by said author (I did prefer Xanth!l

Lloyd Lewis - re. the number of captains etcetera on the Enterprise Bridge -
I've come across a Commander in the Captain’s position in the Royal Navy but never
a Captain expected to fill a mere Commander’s position - as Spock does as First
Officer, Before Kirk was demoted it was fine but now it just doesn’t work - if
Sulu does get promotion in VI I sincerely hope he gets a transfer as well,
otherwise we'll be looking at 4 captains!!

I'lt end on this thought: if everyone does get "killed off" in ST VI and the
fans {understandably) don’t like it and cali for another movie, won't ST VII be a
little silly... "Star Trek VI - The Search for Xirk, Spock, McCoy, Chekov, Suly,
Uhura, Scotty...?"

Helen White - cross my heart and hope to wear a red sweater - I too love
Spock’s Brain - it ranks right up there with the worst episodes of "Lost In Space'!

Rachel Lindfield - Burgess Hill, West Sussex

I agree with your new policies on the postbag, especiaily the one about
compiaining about {(or making negative comments) in the letters. I am sure we have
ail heard most of them before.

Brenda Callagher - Wevmouth, Dorset

The postbag section is sometimes toc long with too much waffle. I know a lot
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of fans like to delve deep into character backgrounds, but I like ST {especially
TNG) for the pure escapism. Some of the letters are so O.T.T. { don’t even bother

to finish reading them, I'm afraid.

Maggy - Chevlesmore, Goventry )
First, a big hello to my friend Sue Richardson, keep the ietters coming! (She

won't mind me saying she's as mad as me.)

Please keep the zine ads in, I agree with A. L. Parris. Parris - [ guess ['ve
just been lucky as I have often sent cash on trust to the USA and never been let
down. ({Yet)

Lesiey Hateh - thanks for the mention in the last N/L.

Susan Burdfield - I went to my first con (UFP) with my kids, 8 & 12, plus a
very reluctant husband. They loved it. The Trekkers in red uniforms and the sales
room went down best. I'm dragging them to T'Con and the LN Con next. By the end
of the year we’ll ail be Trekkers.

Jenny Turner - I can only afford a day at a con, as I pay for my two kids and
hubby as well. I spent a mint in the sales room (paradise!) so I hope they keep
the one day registrations too. Plus it led to me joining two more groups.

I've kept this as short as possible to make room for zine ads (hint hint).
Thanks to all the authors of Spock story zines, you're making me bankrupt! But
keep’em coming,

Anne Dorrian - Donaghadee, Co. Down, Ireland

Pirstly, may I say that IDIC is brilliant!! Pardon my enthusiasm, but I
wasn't even born when the classic Star Trek first started, and my onily real
experience of it has been through the films/books. So in a sense you're educating
me! Also, the area where [ live isn’t exactly pilentiful in $T/TNG material, so I'm
doubly grateful for the information you provide.

As one of the "younger generation", I must admit that my preference is for
TNG. I can rejate to it more. My family would say that it is my Vulcan tendencies
raising their head, but I much prefer Picard’s calm, logical, diplomatic style to
Kirk's gung-ho style. If anycne wants to re—educate me on that point, they're
welcome to try. Suffice it to say that at this point in time my favourite
characters are Picard, Spock, Data and Doctars MeCoy and Crusher.

In short, while I am trying to catch up on classic ST, I have a sneaky
suspicion that TNG would give it a run in the preference stakes {and it has nothing
to do with the fact that Patrick Stewart is drop-dead gorgeous.and sexy!), That I
am writing a letter to you is a minor miracle, your contributors are of such a high
standard in every way. They raise so many reactions in me both good and bad, that
T doubt that I could answer any of their theory/comments adequately.

So; I guess what I am trying to say is thank you for showing me a "life-line"
(if you will} to ST. Hopefully as I become more "geared up" 'l make a more
positive contribution but for now, keep up the good work!

Simon, Goodall ~ Westerham, Kent
With regard to Pete Sipple’s letter in N/L 16, I perscnally do not feel he is

being at all *picky’ when questioning small technological details within Star Trek
as attention to apparently ‘trivial’ detail lends solidity, continuity and

believability to the highly speculative world of fantasy and also reflects the
degree of respect the producers have for the genre and the amount of inteliigence
they credit the fans as having,

When attention is paid to small detail the creation of an alternate reality is
complete and can ‘draw in' and 'envelop’ the viewer, so adding to the credibility
of the episode, and it can perform its basic function of allowing the viewer to
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escape from his/her present reslity into an equally believable alternate existence.

I find nothing more horrible than being totally absorbed in a show only to be
suddenly jolted back to my own frame of reference by a small but careless ‘flaw’ in
the mask of alternate reslity that that reminds me that it’s just a set, or a fancy
special effect and a bunch of actors, so defeating the very object of its creation.

I toc have some ‘niggles’ with regard to TNG technology that others more
enlightened than I might be able to explain.

1. Why, after 80 years of advancing technology, can the Galaxy Enterprise
only resch warp speeds comparable with those of the ‘old’ Enterprise?

2. Why has the transporter technology apparently taken a step backwards with
personnel having to stand 'stiff as boards’ during the beaming process
when in the eariier movie versions free movement was possible during
beaming?

3. It would appear that the Galaxy ships rely on a ‘pulse’ of warp energy to
propel them into warp space, yet this new method does not appear to have
any advantages with regard to speed (see peint 1)

4. Whilst medical science has advanced beyond all recognition in the 23rd
century, especially in the area of neurosurgery (Spock’s Brain), why do
Geordi’s optic nherves prove such a problem?

Mr Sipple's comments on the Holodeck and communicators are also valid and in
combination with the above do nothing to lift my low opinion of TNG thus far.

Fiona Campbell - Cadmore End. Bucks
I've just seen the TNG episode Measure of a Man on the Beeb, and because of

the ongoing discussion about him I felt I had to ask if anyone, like me, had
realised with a jolt that their view of Data had been coloured by the fact that he
was in Human shape. If you think about it, a lot of Data’s lines in TNG are
‘machine-like’ and if he had been box-shaped, for example, he would probably come
across as having less character than Orac (Blakes 7). Anyway, well done to the
writers for jolting me, at any rate, out of my complacency!

By the way, Data is not what we would nowadays call a robeot. Was that some
kind of definition Thomas Hicks gave us? If so it must be a fairly old one. The
meanings of words can gradually change, eg. ‘sophisticated’. Data is definitely
what we would now call an android, and anyway he is partly ‘chemical’.

Has anyone else got stories like Karen Cloney’s about the ‘discovery’ of other
Trekkers?

On to my "favourite things" {shades of The Sound of Music): my favourite
things about the IDIC newsietters are Richard Arneld's con talks 'cos they are so
funny, informative and ‘cos I can never get to a con (sob!). 1 loved Ann Peter's
article on Data’s Compassion in n/! 18; I'm convinced! It made good sense. My
‘newest favourite things' are Diane Duane's new books The Tale of The Five
{non-Trek), The second in the series has a really beautiful Dragon in it, so I am
cempletely hooked. Thoroughly recommended books.

Incidentally: You can tell Angel One was written by a man just by its title!
Imagine finding a world dominated by women that just happened to end up with a name
like ‘Angel One't

To finish up with: the subject of cons. I agree with Jenny Turner, please
don’t take away one day registration. I've only ever been on one con {for one day)
thanks only to one day registration, and that was a while ago., For various reasons
I have found I have become rather nervous around strangers recently and therefore
{I apologise for the question) I was wondering if going to a con on one's own - and
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staying overnight as one seems to have to do now - was generally regarvded as being
tall right', i.e. safe and not lonely? Embarrassing question to have to ask, but

I'm determined to do a convention properly next time! Having said that is there
anyone out there willing to let a ‘waif’ tag along to get to know people at a con?

I'm actually a pretty normal person {though I try not to scund like one!)

Finally, would Marise Moriana-Chapman like to gel in touch with me? [ live
just outside High Wycombe - near Mariow.

[Janet: As far as I know gquite a lot of fans only attend conventicns for one day.
Conventions used to only last two days, Saturdsy & Sunday, with some minor events
on @ Friday night for those arriving then. The main conventions now last from
Friday through Monday but the main days-are still usually Saturday and Sunday and
rather than just charging for single day registrations most cons seem to charge a
registration for Friday/Saturdsy or Sunday/Monday. This gives you the option of
attending for both days but you don't have to.

I don’t think anyone really needs to feel nervous about going te a convention.
This may sound corny but I’ve always found that {to coln a phrase) there are no
strangers at Star Trek conventions, only friends who have not yet mel.]

Susanne Richardson ~ Crawley, West Sussex

To Helen White ~ Thanks for liking the jokes! Here are a few more for you:
1) Why don’t Klingon kids play in Sandpits?
Because cats keep trying to cover them up.
2) What does a Romulan Frog use for camouflage?
A croaking device.
3) Why can’t you do any painting and decorating on the planet Vuican?
Because they have no emulsions. (Think about it)

To Karen Cloney — I was never actually scared to admit I am a ST fan - just
reluctant. However, as I have now discovered, I am not the only one. Although I
have not actually put my plastic Spock ears on and gone ouf in them, I do wear my
ST T-shirts openly and enjoy the comments 1 get, Mostly good I hasten to add.

Someone asked what people’s favourite moments in ST were. Mine are legion,
but my absolute favourite has to be the bit in ST II: TWOK when Kirk leaves the
wrecked Kobayashi Maru scenario to find Spock waiting for him in the corridor.
They converse and walk along the corridor passing the 23rd Century equivalent of a
cleaner hoovering the floor (if I existed then - that wouid be the job 1'd be
doing..!). I love the look that Kirk gives the cleaner. Shades of "There but
for the grace of God - go II"

Lesley Hatch ~ Warley, West Midlands

To Lisa Dearnley~Davison: [ would suggest that Worf could have been the next
crew-member to get a ‘come~on’ from Tasha. After all, Riker was spoken for
(Deanna), and Wesley was a bit young. You could, I suppose, include O’Brien and
Geordi, but I'm not sure she'd consider them, though I can't explain what her
reaschning would be about them. No, I think it would have to be Worf.

To Grace Hawkins: If you accept that an android is a robot with Human
‘features’, then I see no reason why Data (a product of an advanced technology)
could not have somewhere in him a programme which would enable him to procreate.
The idea is an interesting one to explore, certainly.. not that you ceuld do it on
television. Although, Deanna's impregnation was a little bizarre, sc why not?

To Edward Woo: To have Wesley zs Lesley would create all kinds of problems -
not just in the States, either, where the name is spelt Leslie for both sexes, In
this country, he would be mistaken for a girl, I'm sure of it. I've had the
veverse problem all my life, and it is not funny, though you deo get used to it
after a while.

To Pete Sipple: My understanding of the holodeck is that there are several
different ‘areas’ within it which enable different crew members to pursue different
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activities., For instance, when we see Data in his creation of a woodland scene,

the area of crestion is obviously a large one. However, there is also an episode
which features Tashs sparring with a hologram opponent in which the area is quite
small. ! tend to think therefore that there must be several ‘areas’ of different
sizes to allow more than one crew-member to use the holodeck at the same time,
otherwise they would indeed run the visk of bumping into one ancther. I think,
however, that there might be some kind of safeguard against that. T think also
that there are times when the holodeck is used as a plot device, but it does have
other more logical uses. For instance, there ig an episode in ecither the third or
fourth season where it is used Lo solve a crime by recreating the events leading up
to the committing of the crime as seen from the different viewpoints of the
protagonists, [A Matter of Perspective - 3rd season]

Regarding the new-style communicators, [ think the automatic routing of the
call has to do with the wording used. For instance, "Riker to Picard" or "Crusher
to Picard" gets straight through to him, so something either in the communicator or
the ship’s computer must pick up on that and route the call to the desired person.

One final general point I would like to make is that, when reading the
synopses for the second season episodes, I couldn’t help noticing that the U.3.5,
Yamato gets two mentions, one in Where Silence Has Lease and once in Contagion.
Are we to assume that there is a rough continuity of timeline in the episodes?

Liz Caldwell — Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd

Jeff Martin mentioned something in the last n/l that I have been wondering
about for some time: if Data did experience an emotion, would he recognise it? By
his own admission, he does not feel, yet he might have done so without realising
it. I think one of the episodes that most clearly shows this is The Most Toys (I
know it hasn't been on TV vet, so I won’t go on about it too much). When Fajo is
taunting Data near the end, saying if only he could feel rage at Varnia's death,
you just have to take one look at Data’s eyes to know that he does.. and vet at
the end of the episode he’s still claiming not to feel anything. It makes me
wonder if he really does realise what he’s just been through.

Gloria Fry ~ Glasgow

All the articles and discussions in the newsletters about Data are
fascinating, After watching the episode Contagion, in which he is damaged, as he
sits, talks and behaves like a broken doll, almost like the life~like Coppelia in
the ballet of that name: I feel it is a tribute to the actor that he can make us
feel sympathy for him. Although Data is an android, he iz by far - in my opinion -
the most ‘Human' member of the crew.

Of course, I have always had a soft spot for Asimov’s humancid robots like R.
Daneel Olivaw, much preferring him to his Human ‘master’ Elijah Bailey; then there
is the handsome Tony in the short story 'Satisfaction Guaranteed’, whose ‘mistress’
feil in love with him.

Richard Fuller - What can I say? (n/]l 16) When writing these reviews I cannoct
mention everything about them. Sometimes I even forget things which I mean to
mention, but 1 do agree with you that Scotty looks terrific in the kilt.” Recently
I bought Savage Curtain and was pieased to see he was again wearing dress uniform
in that, I had no idea though that the tartan was the genuine Scott one, In his
interview on Wogan last year, James Doohan said that his accent was Aberdonian.

I'm not sure I would agree with him on that, having spent some time in Aberdeen in
recent years. One novel I read says thst his accent was nearer the ‘shipyards’ of
Glasgow, rough and ready or something like that. I'm not sure I agree with that
either, but at times he does sound quite ‘Glesga’; certainly it is neaver that than
Aberdonian.

Scotty without doubt is a delightful character, wonderfully eccentric, the
typical, almost stereotype Scottish endineer. He, along with the other characters
made the Enterprise crew a lovely, interracial and interspecies mix, Actually, I
recently wrote a little poem from his viewpoint, so you see, I do like him very
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much.

John Marshallsay ~ Your comments in n/l 16 about civilisations that move
faster than ours, reminds me of a short story by {I think) John Varley, about a man
who is contacted by scientists from a people who live on his hand. Every time the
man scratches his hand, he destroys millions of them, and once he realises that
they live out their lives at such a different rate from his own, he makes sure he
does not seratch again for the hours it will take (his time) for their civilisation
to die out naturally, It is a super story, very well written and gquite unigue,
amusing foo.

Steve Howe - Shenstone, Staffs

To J. Marcroft - Comet miniatures stock a variety of Star Trek models other
than the AMT/Ertl series. These kits are vac-formed and are not easy to build.
Unfortunately they are expensive and don’t have as much detail as the conventional
models (no decals for example, also it helps if you can find the blueprints for the
model you have as you can add the detail parts yourself.)

Below iz a list of kits Comet stocks (as of May '8l)

DY 100 'Botany Bay’® 12" long - around £18

Federation Class Dreadnought - around £i8

USS Grissom 15" long - around £27

Tholian Web Spinner/USS Aurora from The Way To Eden. 12" long ~ arcund £20
*¥USS5 Reliant NCC 1864 22" long - around £35

* The model of the Reliant from STILTWOK is very expensive but if like me
you've been after a model of the starship for years, then this (as far as I know)
is the only one available., So it iz worth the extra money. It is wise however to
perhaps ask advice about vac-form kits if you've never made this type of model
before.

I hope the above will be of some help.

Ray Dowsett ~ Cambridge

I sincerely hope that you do not find it necessary to “censor' or curtail
letters fo IDIC, for as previously stated, it is one of the most interesting
aspects of fandom... the discussion of many and various topics, even if some of
them digress from strict Star Trek. Certainly nine cases out of ten, it ig the
letters that motivate me to write and n/l 16 iz no exception to the rule.
Personally [ enjoy the letters section greatly, please don't edit them 700 much..
ajthough I would definitely consider it your prerogative to do so if you wish.

Lesley Hatch - If Data looked rather pleased with himself after his... er.
"activities" whilst under the effect of the virus, I presume that he did s¢ because
he was programmed to indicate satisfaction.. after all if you are going to have a
"fully functional” Android, you would probably wish said Android to indicate or
simulate Human pleasure.

John Marshallsay - Your theory about civilisations in the universe moving many
times faster than us is certainly feesible. Just take life on this planet, compare
movement of a snail with that of a greyhourid... take the life span of a may-fly to
that of 2 Human., There iz the theory that time is no-where near the hard and fast
thing we take for granted, and that if creetures exist on Barth that move at
different speeds and live different life-spans, it is feasible to consider that
those exist elsewhere who make our speed of movement "snail-like" and our life-span
insignificant,

Grace Hawkins - | would have thought that Data having the ability to "father"
children would be a rather cumbersome variety of artificial insemination... albeit
o veasonably pleasant way for the female in' question., Possible... ves... but of
any practical use?
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Roger Buck - Hello.,. that makes four of us in fandom in Cambridge to my
knowledge!! To the best of my knowledge.. and I expect plenty will disagree...
nobody has ever proven the existence of & soul in Humans.. however.. would you
say &l living crestures have souls? If not, why not? If they haven't souls,
presuming souls do exist, then this cannot be the criteris for determining what is
"alive" and what is "artificial”. I would vepeat what [ said in n/1 15.. "..life
is derived from flesh and blood parentage”, for even when life can be created
artificially (ie ‘Test Tube’} the basic ingredients still come from "Flesh and
bleod". I don't think soul comes into it.

Kathleen Glancy ~ Yes, sure.. the personifications of "Good" and "Evil" were
Kirk and Spock's idea of what these people {Abraham Lincoln and Genghis Rhan) were
like (in the episode Savage Curtain). I suspect they got those ideas direct {rom
computer records, which in turn got them from recorded history. The opinion of the
"good" or “evil" of any personis) has to be dependant upon the views of the
historian... it is only when you "delve" that things come ocut of the woodwork!!
Like you though, I can see why Kirk should have chosen Lincoln {though if Benes
knew anything about his ancestors, I doubt he would have agreed with Kirk!h.
but I have to agree with you about Gengis Khan... he was no worse {and likely a lot
better) than any "Chieftan" of the period. Hitler, I agree, would have been a much
more likely candidate... but there.. as with Lincoln, many alive at the time these
people were in power would not have agreed! :

Lloyd Lewis - See comment to Roger Buck.. Incidentaily, I don't know what
Navy you spent seven years in, but as an ex-Leading Seaman, Roval Navy, 1957-69, I
can veuch that "Make it so", is standard executive permission to carry out a
previousiy given order, as used in the Royal Navy during the years I spent in that
s5ervice,

Sheila Clark -~ Good Lord.. we've agreed twice!l,.. shall we go for the
hat~trick or do you think our friends will consider that we are getting mellow as
we get older??? Incidentally, probably my seccnd favourite scene comes from that
same film (ST-TMP)... the scene where Kirk first walks onto the bridge and it is
chaos.., wires everywhere, people shouting, beils ringing, alarms going haywire...
exactly right, as anyone who has had the misfortune to be onboard a ship in the
throes of vefit will testify!! Whoever thought that bit up... knows his/her
stuffl!

elen White - Bracknel eris
To Lesley Hatch = I agree with you re people barging into the holodeck when
it's in use; you'd think that there’d be a locking system to keep people out. I've
only seen one episode so far where someone was interrupted ‘nicely’.

Re sexism on the TNG bridge: To Simon Trick and Cath Russell - Thanke for
agreeing with me! To Ann Peters - I wasn't meaning it as an analogy, just as a
point of view, but I take your point. To Kathleen Glancy ~ I agree whole heartedly
with you, but we have seen a few female high-bods in TNG.

To Keren Cloney - (re ‘coming out’) When I first started admitting to people
that T was a Trek fan, | was rather wary of their reactions, but now I say it as if
I'm proud of it {which I am) and most people are at the very least mildly
interested. [ went for a job interview recently and took copies of a lot of my
-« IDIC items {no, I didn’t get it, I was their second choice, growl) and they did not
turn me out of their office the second I mentioned Trek, I've also beew
interviewed by quite a few reporters now, spreading the word, although very few
print anything, I suspect because I come across as a (relatively!) sane, ncrmal
person, who doesn’t drool over Spock (not in public, anyway..!} and talks’ §ensibly
about IDIC etc. The papers only seem to be interested if you're their idea of a
“typical Trekkie', ie deelyboppers on head, permanently-affixed pointed ears, and
severely glazed expression (oh, I've got the last one. Never mind!} Maybe one day
they’ll realise that most of us are pretty much like them {only far superior, of
coursge!l!)
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To Jeff Martin - Doi shite imasu!: gogatsu: hai! And I hope that you’ll have
got my letter by now!

To John Marshallsay - I think that uitra-fast aliens making the corn circles
is perfectly feasible. T1've been fascinated {(ahem) by them since they first
appeared, but I hadn't reaily come up with any theories of my own, I was just
certain that they weren't man-made.

To Sue Burdfield - (re sending certain, em, indecent material through the
postl  What an interesting point. Does anyone know? If you like zines, keep away
from dealers’ rooms at cons ~ I wasn’t too bad until I found second-hand zines..

I now have about two hundred! [Sheila: As far as we know jt’s illegal to send I,
but it's not illegal to receive it through the post as it might be unsolicited.
Anything coming through Customs has different regulations.]

To Edward Woo - Thanks for your comments. I mention you in my UFP report
which Janet probably won't print now, or at least if I didn't I meant to! [Janset:
Sorry Helen, we meant to use It this time but as always we’re short of room and
gince we printed Edward’s con report in the last n/l we thought members would
prefer your Sea Trek report.]

I agree with you about Riker - [f I were Picard, I'd be getting a bit worried!
Wiil obwvicusly wants the old man’s job! I also agree with you re diseases
affecting all the ¢rew, when it’s made up of so many species. I'm a veterinary
nurse, and although dogs and cats etc. suffer a lot of the same problems that we
do, and although we use a lot of Human drugs in our ifreatments, there are
anomalies. {EG - there’s an anaesthetic, not much used nowsdays, that knocks out
dogs, pigs, horses, elephants etec, with perfect safety for them, but give even a
miniscule amount to anything feline {(cats of all varieties) or apelike {yes,
including Humans) and you kill them! There are plenty of diseases that affect dogs
and not cats, for example.

Ta John Stevenson - Trek i{s not fantasy - it's Science Fiction, and there’s a
big difference. Incidentally, you cannot cure dead nerve/brsin cells, and you
never will be able to, uniess Human physiology changes radically. What you can do
is stop that damage occurring - I still wonder why Tasha wasn’t put on immediate
life-support when Armus chucked her across, and Doctor Crusher didn't really seem
to bother deing anything. Perhaps her brain was destroyed, or some similar thing.

Funnily enough, that's one way in which Spock’s Brain is believable (shock,
horror} - that Spock’s body can be kept alive while his brain is off swanning
around the galaxy.

To Lloyd Lewis (re a surfeit of captains) - Ah! Thanks for clearing this up.
Tc Sheila - Hear, hear. I totally agree with you re Wesley/ Wil

To Russell Witheyman - Firstly thanks (you knrow what for). I'm sorry, I don't
agree with you that Whoopi overacts ~ to me, that’s just Guinan being hersel? and I
love i, Re going to conventions: don’t worry abeut going on your own - you won't
be en your own once you've arrived. Contrive to look slightly lost, or ask someone
where something is and you will suddenly find that people will come up and be
friendly - I did, and I've heard lots of people say the same,

) To Constance Boyle - I heard somewhere official {may have been the Radio
?‘1mes) that the Beeb are repesating original Trek in September, for the 25th -~ if
it's true, I'm willing to bet that they still don't show the banned episcdes.

To Pete Sipple - T agree with you re communicators - I've often wondered how
vou contact someone specific. Perhaps it's how vou tap it!

Re the rest of the n/l: I enjoyed Edward’s con report, and Gloria Fry's
reasons for Kirk and Deela’s situation. Ann Peters ~ so far as I'm concerned, your



17
article about Data is spot on. Brilliant,
Janet ~ I tried to keep this short, honest!

Kari M. John ~ Llanfrechfs, Wales
Ann Peters - I agree with you when you say in n/l 15 that Data "has the most

attractive proportions of all the males in the cast"!

Elena Bond ~ I agree that the Bynars are cute. They are also most interesting
and original. I hope to meet them again..

After watching TNG for quite some time now I have come to realise that I was
wrong in my opinions.. In n/l 12 I said that NG characters did not have the same
vitality and humour as the original characters... Well the vitality and humour in
TNG is now very apparent to me; especially in Lt. Commander Data - there are so
many instances of this such as his Jerry Lewis impression in The Outrageous Okona,
being told by Captain Picard that he "babbles” in Justice, his speech at Ira
Graves’ funeral "to know him is to love him.." in The Schizoid Man... I could go
on but it would take ‘too long! I find a lot of humorous moments in THG now.

As for vitality, well Lt. Yar and Lt. Worf certainly seem very “alive" {except
poor Tasha who has now left us!) and there is more action in TNG now.

I'm finding I can "warm” to the characters now {as I once said I couidn't in
n/1 13} especially Geordi La Forge, Data and Guinan, Somecne in one of the
newsletters said they noticed Lt. Data and Counselor Troi talking together on the
bridge near the end of the episode Justice... Well I recently watched this episode
again with more interest than before.. and the Counselor is smiling very happily
when Data sits at his console.. [ wonder what they were taiking about? My oniy
guess is the Edo's "God".

My apologies to whoever said they noticed this little scene - it's these
scenes that make TNG special and what I thought was lacking {at first) in TNG and
why I found the original Trek so much better. So here I am admitting I was wrong!
TNG characters needed more time than the original characters to "gel" together but
in season 2 they have "got there”! I find the friendship between Geordi and Data
very interesting indeed. (It has echces of the Kirk/Spock friendship.) 1 also like
Transporter Chief O'Brien - I hope he and Commander Riker become even better
friends - I would like to see scenes of them socialising together., Dr. Selar is
also another good character; I'd like to see more of her. It's nice to see the
Vulcans again. I also like the new Enterprise now.. Ten Forward is particularly
attractive. TNG seems to centre less on "the big three” concept which I think
sometimes spoiled the original series. In fact there isn’t really "a big three” in
TNG, is there?

1 would like to recommend the Make It So Zines to TNG fans - I find them very
good. The best Titan novel is Contamination - I couldn’t put it down.

I really must put to rights my original view of Captain Picard... he's very
fair, seems to be very fond of Data and respects him for what he isj he treats
everyone equally., He is not Captain Kirk, who I still think is a Dbit wmore
approachable, however I do respect Captain Picard for his excellent abilities and
qualities.

I see that some of you find that TNG tends to be heavy on “moralising”™: I
agree also: however I find it justified as the issues in TNG are so relevant for
this century and the next. And if by watching TNG somecne learns from it or gives
a subject serious consideration, surely this is a good thing?

We all must be aware of the critical situation of this planet, which is much
more evident than at the time of the original series. Change is important; change
for the better - it needs to happen - and fast. Let'’s hope the world’s governments
MAKE IT s0!
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Chris Brown - Spilgby. Lincelnshire
although 1 fteel that TNG has not excelled itself so far, ! must confess that

after watching Contagion my appreciation of it has increased substantially -
although my first love will always be the original series and movies,

[ have, however, noticed one thing about Wesley’s uniform ~ whereas all other
crew member’s communicators are gold and silver, Wesley’s is only silver in colour.

Whilst on the subject of uniforms - why in ST I, was Saavik's first year
service bar showing a grey stripe - indicating Operations, yet her undersbirt and
rank bar were white - indicating Command?

Still with Saavik, will she appear in STVI? On page 3 of n/l 16 it states
that she will be, yet on page 46 it states that she won't! I hope the first is
true as, if Spoclk is to wed, I'm sure he would want her fo be present, Besides
which, I think she’s a great character. [Ed: We've heard nothing definite about
Sasvik as I write this. The latest Info we have will be under 'Latest News')

With vegards to any further original ST after STVI, if two (or more!!) films
were made back—-to-back maybe then the regulars would agree to appear.

Alsc, if Mr Takei wishes to continue with 5T, then [ suggest that Sulu be
given the Excelsior and we'll have the Captain Sulu series which was rumoured a
while back,

Excelsior - unusual ship - why does her designation begin with NX instead of
NCC - and what does NX mean?

I also have one possible theory on Denise Crosby’s return as Yar - since her
pattern was stored in the transporter surely she could be re-created?!

I would also like to know if the ST animations are regarded as fact or
fiction, and is there a complete Vulcan vocabulary in existence?

My final question may seem a little picky - I am making a uniform from the
movies and wondered what type of boots were worn?

(Ed: We are anticipating that some of our other members will be sble to answer
your questions.]

Edward Woo -~ Beatle City. Mersevside

Lesley Hatch ~ T do agree with your point that people seem to be entering
other people's Holodeck Projections without their permission. Another example for
you is in 11001001 when Picard enters Riker’'s Jazz Bar, Surely the Holodeck is for
the individual or group that is using it. And permission for somebody eise to
enter should be cobtained via the intercom. Oniy in an emergency situation shouid
access be allowed by the computer.

Lisa Dearnley-Davison - Starfleet Security guards come from the Starfleet
Marine Corp, supposed to he the best to serve aboard a starship. Somehow they seem
to fali down at this point. In Heart of Glory, once the security screen containing
the Klingons was broken the security guard was right to inform the bridge of the
breakout; however he should have stayed out of sight as the Klingons would have to
come out to escape. The guard could have held them off more strongiy than jumping
straight intoe the firing line, which was the wors:t thing to do. Watch the episode
o see this point if you can't remember it. P.S, there are fans who work for the
8BC, but in the wrong departments to do anything.

Ann Peters, Helen White, John Stevenson - The idea that Denise Crosby comes
back as Tasha Yar is desirable but I feel it would not be believable to me and some
fans, Gene Roddenberry has always said it has to be believable for it to work and
this would not. Tasha Yar could return in someone's Holodeck projection. If she
was to come back as a crew member she would have to be a different character and a
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possible change in appearance, an alien. By the way, what happened to the body of
Tasha Yar? Was it buried some place or projected into space in a photon torpedo
tube like Captain Spock in STTI?

Pete Sipple - These new style communicators in TNG that are incorporated in
their uniform Starfleet badge do have their uses. It means they can contact the
Enterprise easily and can be beamed up using the badges as their co~ordinates. To
an alien culture, they may take them as badges and nothing else and would not
confiscate them, whereas a phaser or tri-corder could be easily removed from
someone’'s person. Against these new badge/communicators is that in the original
Trek, the loss of contact with the ship meant Kirk and company had to do more
thinking on their feet. This made the stories more exciting and more dangerous to
the crew.

Jenny Turner - I'd agree with you about one day registrations, they have
changed now. You can either register for the whole con or for any of 2 days,
Fri/Sat or Sun/Mon, 1 think one day registrations should continue as many people
new to a ST con could on]y afford one day to see what it is like. No doubt once
hocked, they will have to save up for the next one over the full weekend. That's
how we can keep new fans coming.

Edwin Yau - { read that you like the Enterprise A. Personally I think the
Enterprise in ST has more personality and I feel Jim Kirk would notice a different
feel to the ship concerning NCC 1701 A. However I did like the bridge of
Enterprise A in 8TV with all those monitors. It looked very impressive.

The Enterprise C in Yesterday's Enterprise looks good but I couldn't really
get a real good comparison. [ thinlk the 1701 D ig an impressive ship but does net
have the sleek elegance of the Enterprise from STIL. [ think Enterprise D looks
ugly when the primary and secandary hull are separated.

Karen Cloney - Your article about being amazed to admit that you're a ST fan
to other people was fascinating. It follows similar parailels to my own. As I
initially kept fairly quiet about my ST interest many people at work thought I was
weird in watching ST, buying the hooks and going to cons. But that has changed and
I know many of my fellow workers do watch ST even though they take the mickey about
it. At work we have photographs of everyone employed on a notice beard. A fellow
Trek friend of mine covered my picture with one of Spock that seemed just to fit
right., It was noticed by quite a few until the management removed it. As many
management photos are defaced, it's our type of humour. My Trek friend on his ID
card has a picture of Xirk covering his own photo and no one had yet noticed it

Sue Embury and Ingrid Smith - I would have 0 agree with your comments about
TNG, that once seen is enough. It could be the fact that they are so new
relatively speaking there has not been encugh time for the memory of the story to
fade. Or that growing up with the original Trek has left you with a different view
of TNG now that we are all older. Like vou I find it a lot easier to watch
original Trek time and time again. It aiso may well be that only in the 3rd and
4th season do TNG stories really come good, and we are currently in the development
of the characters and their background.

Have you noticed that Riker likes to use the word ‘hell’ quite a few times in
a number of episodes, most recently in Contagion and Royale? I'm sure there are a
variety of other words he could use instead.

I bave probably menticned this before, but Deanna Troi seems to just sit in
that Jrd seat position and look stunning but does little on the bridge. Couldn't
she go on an Away Mission sometimes, like she did earlier in Encounter at Farpoint
and Angel One?

As I like Counselor Troi, she should offer more advice to the Captain and Ne.
i. She does use her counseiling technigues later in some episodes but we haven't
seen any for a while here. There should be more human interest stories like those
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in the lst season of Space 1999, For example, the stress of space on new crew
people, boredom, lack of planetary life and even pet animals.

The Enterprise looks very comfortable and I wonder if anyone falls asleep
whilst sitting in those nice scoft seats on the bridge? Have you noticed the con
and ops positions are more central than they were in the lst season? As thev wers
far wider t¢ the left and right edge of the screen. Those Ops and Con seabs have
changed as well; they are move upright than the original ones, which were iike haif
iying down position and the individual could have slipped off, feet first followed
by the rest of the body.

Richard Arnold suggested that we write to the powers that be at the BBC and
invite them along to conventions, Here are two addresses which future con
committees might find useful:

Matthew Salway, Planning Manger BBCZ, Room 50884, Television Centre.
Roger C. Mackay, Planning Manger BBC1, Room 8071, Television Centre.

Lloyd Lewis -~ Bridgend, Mid. Glam.

People keep pointing out that if we, the great unwashed, don't attend business
meetings then we can't in future complain about the standard of Con that we get. I
would like to utter the well known ery of the loser, ie nobody toid me. That is ta
say that I thought that said meeting was for people involved with conventions in a
business sense. In future, now that we all know otherwise, I'm sure that we'll all
turn up. [Ed: There is obviously a need for a clearer explanation of the business
meeting In the con package.]

Does anyone know if the ST Musical is going to be made available on video or
musicassette to those of us who can't go? Does IDIC have any contacts in cast,
management or neighbourhood? [Ed: Don’t know' is the answer to your first
questions and 'no' to the latter ones. See Latest News for information.)

Ref the Shell ST game, according fo my calculations, to get the first § Kirks
uncovered involves adds circa ! exp. 300 to 1 against. My calculator won’t go any
higher se I can't figure out the odds on the last Kirk (by itself it's a 9 to 1
against.)

Many thanks to John Spelling for the loan of the Powergen ad. I hope that
you've had the tape back by now, John. :

Can anyone out there lend me Shatner’s Twilight Zone episode? Postage paid
both ways and return within the week.

Now for some questicns that have been bothering me for a little while:

1. American government kidnap peopile from all walks of life and inter them in
an underground nuclear bunker, which turns out to be infested by wvampire bats.
it's actually an exercise te test reactions in survivors of a nuclear holocaust and
the bats are a major mistake. Does anyone recognise this fijm which I saw in the
late Seventies?

2. Ancient Roman gladiator is dug up from the Arctic ice and brought back to
life in modern America. That's all I can remember about this paperback which I
read in the middle to late Seventies: from this rather pathetic synopsis can anyone
put a title and author to this book”?

Firing positions adopted by ST Security personnel. Yes, T have fired at a
great no. of moving (non-living} targets; the reascn for lying down in this case is
to give the most secure base to fire from. When fire is likely to be returned the
prone position gives cne's opponent the smallest target to aim at. If one is
firing and anticipating a need to move quickly then the classic gunfighter’s pose
can be adeopted, ie, side on to the target, feet at shoulder width apart, hand
notding pistol extended at arm’s length toward the target, other hand on hip. The
Zreat advantage of this position is that you only have to bend your firing arm
upwards at the elbow and hey presto! you're disguised as a teapot.
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At a pub quiz recently the guestion asked was 'Kirk's middle name?’. [
answered ‘Tiberius' and was told [ was wrong (WRONG!! - me?} A non-Trekkie got the
accepted answer with Thaddeus! Any comments from the learned readership? [Janet:
It was a fix!! ['ve never even heard Thaddeus mentioned.]

Gloria Fry - come in Luxembourg. Deax pon. Sorry you're not enjoying TNG.
Do you think you could have liked it, or would you not have liked anything that
wasn’t the original? I enjoy the programme but can’t imagine sitting down Lo an
uninterrupted weekend of TNG on video and alcohol. T also enjeoy the intreduction
of new and/or minor characters in the books, the more the merrier. 1 think that
this gives us a greater insight into the makeup of the universe that we've all
adopted or vice versa.

Jeff Martin/Helen White - come in Tokyo. Njhonjin-sama wakarimasen? They use
the negative from of the verb (wakarimasu \ wakarimasen) and the particle ‘ka’.

Kathleen Glancy ~ come in - Thedoorsopen, I must disagree with your comments
about the Disney Studios. (Soc what? [ hear you say.) I don't believe that the
Disney classics could ever be bettered but with the partial exception of The Little
Mermaid, their output has been nothing but commercial tat. The sasme can aiso be
said of Don Rluthe {sp?). Only Raiph Bakshi has attempied to use Rotoscoping to
its full effect and if he could achieve for a ST story what he did for Lord of the
Rings {(when's he going to finish this film?} then I think that the original cast
would be happy to have their voices used. Anyway what's the matter with Santa
Claus Conquers the Martians? You must have found more to enjoy than to criticise
in STV, surely?

Peter Sipple - Compare the advance in technolegy over the last 4 centuries to
what we can expect over the next 4 and I think you'll agree that what TNG shows is,
if anything, understated! (But I bet they still can’t come up with a video that
tapes the programme that you meant to set it to tape!)

AL, Parrvis - Hi, it took me 3 letters (2 registered post and 4 IRCs) to renew
my ST Fanclub membership.

Richard Fuller - Dublin, Eire

To all IDIC members and in particular Reger Buck, Anne Peters and Kimberly
Pederson. I join Roger and, I hope all of you, on the road to our dream of a world
without prejudice, violence and discriminstion because somecne’s different.

With regard to the letters section, I believe that it should be maintained at
its present length because it’s such a thought-provoking and interesting feature;
it’s the backbone of the newsletter, in my opinion, as it displays all our
differences in our common interest.

I read in a magazine that Jimmy Doohan was seventy-one last March., Wow! [
can't believe that - he looks years younger! I hope when I reach that age [ am as
well preserved. although Jimmy locked just fine at the weight he was, I'm sure he
will feel better now losing a bit. In case you're reading this, Jimmy,
congratulations -~ and please don’t shed the moustache!

My sister in Bo'ness (Scotland) told me about the Shell Lottery Game at
darages in Great Britain, It’s a marvellous example of how far-reaching andg
popular Star Trek is. [Ed - this promotion is now finished.]

I'm glad to hear that The Next Generation will not cross into the sixth film -
the two should remain separate, After all, we know that TNG will probably make it
to the big screen one day.

Diana Muldaur was brilliant in Elementary Dear Data - she really looked the
part of the Victorian lady. I think what Sheila Clark said about Patrick Stewart
was a wee bit unfair when she says that he could run rings around the original cast
with regard to acting. He may be all right as an actor but he will never be as
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dear to me as Jimmy Dochan, George Takei, Nichelle Nichols and Walter Koenig. What
the original cast achieved is unique in acting ability and the amocunt of humanity
breathed into their characters as well as the affection they have evoked. Remember
that without Classic Trek there would be nc Next Generation and the two should
never be compared because of their differences.

I leave you all with this: te quote Miranda Jones in Is There In Truth No
Beauty? - "I agree with the Vulcans that viclent emotion iz a form of insanity.”
How true and wise those words are. When we become angry we revert from our
twentieth century civilised exterior to the mantle of a savage past. Think the
next time you get angry = it's unworthy of us, we are capable of so much more than
anger, It can be more of a challenge to love and tolerate at times than to get
angry and hit out — but it's worth the effort. Without emotion we would be
horribly cold and computerised - like the Vulcans we would lose a sense of humanity
- but we dor't have ta bury our emotions to transcend savagery. We just have to
learn to control our emotions and channel them in a constructive manner. I would
be interested in hearing other readers’ comments on this.

Kathleen Glancy - Edinburgh
To explain first, I wrote a letter for N/L 15 which went walkabout. Much of

it is now redundant, but there were some passages I did feel were still relevant.
I have summarised as much as possible, in deference to the lettercol length.

1. I pointed out that the flag in The Omega Glory was not the flag of the
Kohms (as Janet had said) but of the Yangs., I accepted her point that Spock would
respect it as their symbol; however, logically, he should pay the same deference to
the Kohm's Hammer and Sickle. Do you think he would have been shown doing so?

2. I defended my right to criticise ST V, pointing out that Shatner’s
undeniable problems were not unique and drawing a comparigon with Dances With
Wolves, also a first attempt at directing, I added that though I am a rotten cook
I would still complain if served a bad meal in a restaurant, aithough I could not
tell the cook where it went wrong. Then I said that having made my feelings about
the film abundantly clear I proposed to say no more about it

3. To Helen White, I said "I never for one moment imagined your crossword
clue was deliberately racist. My comment was meant to be humorous , and if it read
any other way I apologise unreservedly. After all, I shouldn't think we have any
racist members at all given we are all fans of a show whose second lead is the
product of what a racist would call miscegenation.”

4. To Kari M. John, | pointed out that I had not criticised fher as she said.
I disagreed with her opinion, which is not at all the same thing. In Janet's wise
words, there is no law that says to be a Star Trek fan you have to like ali aspects
of Star Trek. T don’t have to think Kirk is wonderful, Kari has an egual right to
the contrasting view. Neither of us is 'right' in her opinion, or we both are,
however you choose to see it. There is no absolute ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ view.
Turning to what Kari said on Kirk’s attitude to women, I remarked, "Certainiy he
has a right to be 'rough’ on women who are for some reason supposed to be trying
harm him or use him or damage his ship. But how about how he treats a girl who is
utterly and completely heipless? I refer toc the slave girl in Bread and Circuses.

"To recoup the plot, the ‘Roman’ proconsul is about to have Xirk, $pock and
McCoy killed. The latter twe are in a jail cell, but Kirk is taken to a luxurious
reom and presented with a beautiful slave girl, Now, | admit she doesn’t appear
reluctant - but then, she wouldn’t even if Kirk was 70, small, fat and very ugly
with rotten teeth, BO and severe flatulence. Because she is a slave. Let’s just
consider what that meant. If she didn't please her master, or anyone he lent her
to for a night, she could be whipped to death, tortured, killed out of hand or
scld. {A common punishment for femaie (and boy) slaves was to be soid to the
municipal brothels or to the arena for use by the gladiators or in ‘spectacies’
like graphic re-~enactments of the Rape of Eropa.) Does Kirk talk to her? Does he
try to find out how she feeis about being lent to him? Does he offer her the
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aption of leaving or staying on a separate couch? What he does is start to kiss
her enthusiastically. In the morning, the proconsul explainsg he respects Kirk and
so gave him ‘a few last hours as a man’ before his death. Does Kirk say he doesn't
actually think it Is maniy to enslave and exploit women? No, he seems to think it

a perfectly reasonable explanation. Reunited with his friends and asked what the
proconsul did to him, he quips merrily, "Oh, he threw me a few curves.”

“There’s the case for the prosscution, Kari. Now, if you would like to
provide a case for this being the behaviour of a sensitive, caring man who regards
women as equals and respects them, [ will read it with immense interest.

"As regards Uhura, [ agree with you. Kirk did, in my view, treat her much the
same as his male crew, {What the scriptwriters did to her was something else ~ you
didn’t get any of the men having to say, “Captain, I'm frightened.”) You might be
interested to know, though, that there is a large group of US fans (at least, there
was - I don't know if they are still extant) devoted to the proposition that the
pair were having z flaming affair throughout the original series. They detected,
in the very same scenes you and [ watched, dozens of clues that ‘proved’ their
theory. Shows you how opinions can vary.”

Finally, on the Data debate, I remarked that James T, Kirk would certainly
have been against an android in authority. Faced with thinking androids his one
thought was to disrupt their programming (by serendipity he even manages to do
this when he doesn't know he is dealing with an android) while the mere sniff of a
computer in charge of living things causes him to kick the Prime Directive out the
Jeffries Tube,

Now, on to N/L 16:

An interesting thought from Grace Hawkins - can Data father children?
Logically he should be able to do so only with a female counterpart built to the
same genetic specifications as himself. Logically, however, Spock shouldn't exist.

Kimberly Pederson ~ I'm glad to see Colm Meaney knows there is no such thing
as a generic 'Irish’ accent. A pity James Dochan never found out that there is an
enormous variety of Scottish ones.

Re Mark Pidd's passing remark in his Hornblower article that Kirk’s procession
of women might have been put in partly from a need to attract female viewers, as a
female viewer I found the ‘crumpet of the week’ syndrome very unattractive - not
only in Classic Trek, I should say, there were lots of other programmes on at the
time with the same defect - and preferred heroes who had steady girlfriends. I'd
say the ladies were there to attract male viewers of the young and/or immature kind
who wished they had a different beautiful women each week and liked to see a v
hero who did. Anyway, that was the only peint I could not agree with in an
excellent and preceptive article. All you Kirk fans, you see it's your fault he
never goit to grow up properiy.

A 22nd Perfectly Innocent Reason Why Captain Kirk Was Pulling His Boots Om,
ete. Actually it’s quite simple. He had been accelerated but his clothes were
still only constructed to take the friction of his movements at normai speed.
Naturally the soles of his socks and boots suffered most and had worn right
through, se he had to change them. Deela came in looking for a mirror to tidy her
hair as he was doing so., Actually, if a non~innocent explanation is accepted Kirk
was letting his hormones rule his brain. He should have told Deela that he would
not under any circumstances give her what she wanted unless and until she restored
him to norma: and even then all he would do was ask Federation help. He should
have lied and told her he’d had a vasectomy. He should have told her standard
Starfleet practice was that everyone serving had a temporary vasectomy or
temporarily had their tubes tied. Heil, that ought to be standard practice during
the time of Classic Trek. Different come TNG, but leaving the Classic crew fertile
is illogical as none of them want to start families and it 1s foolish to risk
accidents.
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Elena Bond’s comments are fascinating, 1 don't think Edith Keeler was meant
to be a Nazi sympathiser at all, just one of the more extieme kind of pacifist who
belleves you must never fight no matter what. [ had one such as a religicus
knowledge teacher at school. I repeatediy asked him what he thought could be done
about the next Hitler if fighting him wasn't an option, and never got an answer aul
of him vet. EBEdith's influence, I'm sure, was supposed to have been as a pacifist.
if there had been a very strong pacifist leader in the USA to combine with the
isolationist views of many politicians America might well not have provided as much
help before joining the war. My quarrel with the storyline lies in the fact that
the deciding factor, Pearl Harbour, would have taken place whether America had a
strong pacifist movement or not, and when it happened, as in the true time-line,
would have meant entry into the war despite Edith’s pleas, which would then have
been unpatriotic.

As for Janice Lester, I'd say she is psychotic, period. We have only her word
that women can't become Starfleet Captains. Is it not more probable that she,
personally, was rejected for mental instability when she applied for command
training and chose to believe that her sex was the veason for her rejection? In
other words, indeed it is not psychotic for a woman te want to be a Captain, but
anyone, male or female, who 75 psychotic is not suitable for the post. Kirk might
have challenged Janice's remark, of course, but probably he realised it was useless
teiling her what she didn’t want to hear - she was rejected for being Janice, not
for being a woman.

Christine Snow - Worthing, West Sussex
You are quite right; rereading one’s draft letter after a day or so makes it

easier to shorten.

Simon Trick - | agree that history has shown us how much humanity has
advanced, but I strongly disagree that Mother Teresa is merely a reflection of that
moral and spiritual advancement. She is who and what she is because she "walks
with God".

Kathleen Glancy - another one who likes middle-aged, balding men. 'm lucky,
I marvied one when he was 22 (eons ago). Unforfunately he won't look half as good
as Picard in that uniform.

I've been wondering about the Atavachron tco, and the need to be "prepared®.
I don’t think it has anything to do with one’s cells needing an alteration to live
in the past, It was unnecessary in "City.. " via the Guardian, or after
sling-shot manceuvres as in ST IV and classic episodes. It seems to me either to
be something inherent in the workings of the Atavachron, such as a design fault or
propaganda. Maybe pecple having been told that they had been altered so could not
return would not try to return. Zarabeth certainly believed she could not return,
and so stayed, allowing us the pleasure of Yesterdmy’s Son. However, had Spock had
his wits about him, he might have worked this out, and taken Zarabeth with him. (I
wonder how she would have fitted into the 23rd century society? It would make an
interesting ‘alternative universe' story.) But of course Spock was not his usual
self. The telepsthic link with other self~controlled Vuicans was broken due to the
amount of time he had travelled back, There was anather more basic factor
contributing, and I think more convincing. Count the star dates from Amok Time to
All Qur Yesterdays and divide by 365. You'll get an answer of 7 years! Spock was
ripe to meet Zarabeth and going back so far in time broke what little control he
may have held onto via his feilow Vulcans, It gave him the opportunity to 'lose
ventrol’ in a good episode. Perhaps a more in-depth search of Sarpeidon’s library
dises (recordings of which were taken by the Enterprise, according to A, C.
Crispinl  will show that it was indeed propaganda concerning the need to be
"prepared”. [ still like the episode and especially the resuiting sequels.

Lleyd Lewis - you like cherry pie and coffee - any relation of Dale Couper?
Back to Trek - lipstick, water-soaked uniferms, consumed food and drink all from
the holodeck can and do remain on and in participants when they leave the holodeck.
it is [life that doesn't, because only the physical presence of it - ie the body -
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is there, not the ‘life essence’. Picard suggested to Moriarty that some day there
night be a program to allow life to walk out. I only hope that if our Wes writes
it, he is very careful. [ have a vision of hundreds of people coming out,
uncontrolled, just like the brooms in The Sorcerer's Apprentice.

Pete Sipple - I think the communicator regquest to other people is actually
delayed the length of time it takes to say it, so that the computer rercutes it as
appropriate. I too get niggled (though I've used sironger words in some cases)
when technical and storyline matters don't gel, eg the need to get "dressed up” to
enter the holodeck, so you can walk out still clothed but if you fail in the stream
yoeu're still wet outside the holodeck, However, it can make for interesting
discussion when trying to envisage how the episodes/films would have been if the
average intelligent New Scientist reader had the job of keeping Trek up to date
with 20th century scientific knowledge - let alone 23rd century!

Helen White ~ I too can think of other ways Tasha could be returned to the
series without the need for a "H" on her head,

a) Rewvisit the Shore Leave planet where Bones was patched up after his
encounter with the knight.

b) Maybe the "knowledge" on the planet where Spock’s Brain was taken can help
{it might make up for this terrible episode] or how about what the Fabrini stored
on Yonada?

c} Pulaski came back via the transporter with the help of her hair!

d} Cryogenic freeze as in Neutral Zone and wait till there's a cure!

¢) The Guardian of Forever was helpful when Bones went bonkers.

f} Slingshot as in ST IV.

g) Maybe Wes invents a holodeck pregram so ‘people’ can walk out.

h) Maybe there was a "glitch in time" just before Skin of BEwvil. Our heroes
then realise they are living in an alternate time continuum. They contact the
Guardian of Forever to put the two time lines together, where they find that Tasha
didn’t die after all because it was the "glitch" that caused Deanna’s shuttle to
crash, so there was never any landing party - sorry, away team. They could then
meet the "Skin" in another episode, reunite it with its fellow ‘good’ beings by
using the reasons and method (transporter) from Enemy Within, It's just a thought,
and I prefer happy endings even though City.. and Paradise Syndrome are amongst
my favourite episodes.

Russell Witheyman - Whoopi Goldberg is playing an alier; perhaps she's
underplaying her race.

Susan Burdfield ~ my son, then just 5, got quite tired by mid afterncen at a
one day con, even though he did enjoy it. Perhaps if enough requests for creche
facilities were made, eventually a room(s}) would be provided. The mums (or dads)
could do a rota system, with the talks and screening of episodes piped in by
closed—circuit TV. The technology exists. It's just a guestion of demand, space
and economics. After all’s said and dene there are children in the real world and
on the 1701-D; Spock would see the logic of if, why not Con organisers?

Sherry Golding - Orpington. Kent
I read that you will no longer be publishing the "I do not like...
letter and I decided to reply.

type of

[ agree that this kind of letter is or can be boring, but, by not allowing
freedom of speech your newsletter will have the most important thing missing.
Truth! In all of Gene's philosophies and writings I got the impression that the one
thing Gene did preach and the one thing he wanted, especially in the 80's when
freedom of speech was limited, was ‘truth’ and 'freedom of speech’. Maybe we ought
to remember that.

{Janet: We are not meaning to impose a censership policy on the postbag; we were
Just putting forward some suggestions so that members can let us know what they
think. I should have made it clearer what I meant by us not wanting the 'IT don't






