O

4

Lancie
gl'rt/k: Patwick gfewar-t, Rick Sternbacn
Kolly, Awe Page, Rik Purftt, Bjo Trinble,

Hi everyone, and welcome to another
newsletter. We hope you like the new logo
which was designed and drawn by Robert
Gray. It was a clear winner with 30 votes.
Second was number 20 drawn by Michael
Crouch, with 34 votes and 3rd number 15
drawn by Mark Burchill with 29 votes.
Thanks to everyone who sent in their votes.
The only alteration we have made to the logo
is to remove the full stops as 'IDIC" is a word
describing a Vulcan philosophy - not wst an
abbreviation. It is pronounce ID as in lid and
IC as in pick.

You will notice that we don't have any
convention reports in this newsletter. We
couldn’'t manage Midcon and Confederation
<his year and neither could Helen and as it
happened no-one else sent in a report.
However we have heard that both
conventions went well. Richard Arnold and
Guy Vardaman were guests at Midcon and
John de Lancie and Guy Vardaman at
Contederation.

In the last newsletter we introduced a limit to
the length of small ads, but since we forgot to
bring it to yvour attention we've not enforced
it this time. Please limit the length of For
Sale and Wanted ads to 10 lines - one of each
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We have decided to stay with the same font
as we used in the last newsletter for the time
being as anvone who mentioned it seemed to
like it. You mav have noticed some additions
in this newsletter, such as the new fonts and
the small pictures. We'd like to thank
Marysia Kolodziej, Helen White, Edward
Woo and Chris Bailey for sending in designs.
Most of the ones we have used this time are
by Helen White and Edward Woo. We'e
hoping that they will give some more of you
budding artists some ideas. You don't even
have to be a good artist to draw small
sketches like these. We would like to form a
large collection of pictures so that we can
vary them in the newsletters. What we do
ask that they are black & white ink drawings,
no larger than 4"x4” which we can scan. The
final size of the drawing is adjusted when it is
added to the title.

Although evervone was too polite to mention
it, some of vou must have noticed some
glitches in lavout in the last newsletter. Not
to mention the fact that we printed the last
paragraph of Helen's con report at the end of
Edward's, and made a mistake with her
address. The problem with the lavout is that



when Sheila and Valerie go home after proof-
reading the newsletter Janet is lett with a
coilection of articles in different files which
she has to compile to make up the newsletter.
We won't bore vou with details on how this
is done but those of you with experience of
DTP will know the fun of trving to fit articles
together and occasionally having to swap
them around. The problem is that when the
newsletter is finally compiled Janet just has
to check through it on the computer. In an
ideal world we would print out a hard copy
which would be sent to someone eise to proot
read but this would cost too much (bubble jet
ink is expensive) and take too much time as it
would have to be sent by post. Hopefully
layout will improve as Janet gets more used
to using the program, but it iust takes one
line added or deleted in the wrong place to
throw out pages. That is what happened
with the Postbag - we didn't intend for some
peoples’ names to be on the bottom line.

We also have a slight glitch with the printer
at the moment although you may not notice
it in the reduced size of the newsietter.
Occasionally the printer is either missing a
line or transposing it. This is a line one dot
thick, not a line of print. The problem is that
we don't know whether the fault is with the
computer, the printer driver or the printer, so
for the moment it is a case of living with it.

Someone asked why sometimes we put
‘Spoiler Alerts in the newsletter and
sometimes we don't. Well we try to put them
in if we realise the episode has not been
shown on BBC and if we feel it gives away
part of the plot. Sometimes we get confused
about which episodes have been shown and
may miss putting an alertin.

Janet would like to apologise to evervone she
owes personal letters to - she'll trv to replv to
evervone over Christmas.

Our thanks to Helen Bicklev, Roger Buck,
Rosemarv Chivers, Linda Court, Barbara
Ellams, Graeme Evans, Carol Kean, Laura
Kempton, James ] Miller, Martin
Montgomery, Judith  Proctor,  Graham
Probert, Margaret Rainev, Carol Ranger,
Margaret Richardson, Geotfrey A. Shaw, Jean
Sloan, Alan Stephen and anvone we have
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inadvertently forgotten to  mention,
sending information and/ ot cuttings.

for

The raffle winners are Cassie Davies, Classic
Trek Calendar + a vear's membership of
IDIC; Linda Court, TNG Calendar + a vear's
membership of IDIC and Stephen Rothwell a
vear's membership of IDIC.

Were having another raffle svith this
newsletter. The prizes this time are the
graphic novel Debt of Honour plus 1 vear's
membership of IDIC, a copy of the STTNG
Companion plus 1 vear's membership of
IDIC and a prize of 1 vear's membership ot
IDIC. Please state any preference and pur it
with vour name and address or membership
number on each individual ticket. Tickets are
£1 (or 52) for the strip of 5 - please note that if
vou want £2's worth vou can send both strips
back (it is your name on the ticket that
counts, not the number of the ticket.) Please
send vour tickets (and money, of course!) to
Sheila or Janet by January oth. Winners will
be announced in the next newsletter.

Please do not send £1 coins {some of these
have been lost in the post) and please do not
send cheques or POs tor less than £2; we will
accept stamps {any combination of values
from 1p to £2).

Thank vou to Leslev Arrowsmith, Claudia
Baschke, Jean Barron, Anrne Beck, [eremv
Briggs, Vera Braukmann, Liz Butler, Helen
Cakebread, Anna Carnie, Sandie Cavless,
Linda Court, C Davis, Leah Dore and ail at
Trace Publications, Barbara Elams, Jane
Fenn, Gort Fleck, Kathieen Glancy, Becky
Gray, ] Green, Grace Hawkins, Caro Hedge,
Katrina Heintz, Adele Hilton, Christine
Hornby, Peter Hughes, D lllingworth, Muriel
Jarrett, Kirstie Jordan, Marysia Kolodziej,
Ruth Kurz, Silvia Lange, Llovd Lewis, Bill
Lindsay, Nina Lvnch, Colin MacKay, L
Mantfield, Gill Marsden, Russell Melling.
James J. Miller, Jennv Mills, Martin
Montgomerv, Philip Morley, A Mullany,
Barry  O'Doherty, Gloria Rigg, Stephen
Rothwell, Mark Sadler, Barbara Schmid,
Ingrid Smith, Martin Stahl, Andrew Stewart,
Kevin Thomas, jovee Urquhart, Peter Walsh,
Linda Watt, Carol Weatherill with thanks to
neighbours Maria and David, Helen White.



Dee Willcox, Edward Woo, Gaile Wood,
Barbara Wright, Waltraud Zucha-Glass and
anyone we have inadvertently forgotten or
who didn’t give their name who has donated
money, collectibles, and/or used stamps for
the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association.

At the end of September Sheila went to
Forfar to give them the monev for our next
dog - we've reserved Sadie, a sister of Aero's
from a later litter, who will be going in for
training early next year, because she was
bred by Joyce Urquhart (nee Devlin), one of
our members. We got a pleasant surprise -
we have an accumulation card with them and
anything we hand in (from the collecting box,
say) is added to it - but we'd thought we
cleared it when we sponsored Aero. We
hadn't. Including the £114 that was in the
collecting box from the 1992 cons, there was
£415 on the card. This means that instead of
having about £170 towards our next dog,
we're already half-way there! We're sure
you'll be as pleased about that as we are.

If you are using a computer we would be
very grateful if you can send vour
submissions on disc. We can read BBC &
Archimedes discs, MS DOS 3.5" (all formats -
but preferably 720K+), 5.25" (720K max. and

preferably 720k), Atari ST discs, Amstrad
WPC 3" discs. All files should be saved as
ASCII text files, aligned left and preferably
saved without lme-end markers.

The closing date for the next newsletter is
January 6th (January 4th for anvthmg sent to

Sheila). Don't forget -
ubmission tic d review Sheila,
discs and evervthing else to Janet. And

PLEASE put your name on all submissions.
We hope to post it out around Januarv 28th.

We hope you have a enjovable time over the
festive season. However, while you are
enjoving yourselves don't forget to send us in
items for the next newsletter. We have some
on hold but we need a lot more.

Janet, Sheila, Valerie 15/12/92

CONTAGION apologise for the delay in
sending out the convention videos. This
was due to circumstances beyond their
control. The videos have started being
shipped and they hope to post them all out
as soon as possible.
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STAR TREK

The original series is continuing its
Wednesday night screenings on BBC 2 and
maintaining its viewing figures. Its position
in the charts is dependant on the relative
popularity of other programs rather than
week-to-week viewing figures - as you'll see
from the chart.

STAR TREKVII

We hear that William Shatner has an office at
Paramount and he is working on STVIL. He
did submit a script but we don’t know if that

LATEST GTAR TREK NELUG %@&Q)‘

is the one he is working on.

“Star Trek VII: finai frontier for Kirk and
Co" Today 14/10/92

This article says the film is going to cost £33
million and that in it Kirk will hand over
command to Picard. The storviine has vet to
be finalised but there is a possxblht\ of a
romance tor Kirk allowing him and his crew
to fade gently into retirement. "There will be
a few surprises as well", said a Paramount
spokesman.

The Sun 14/10/92 has the cost of the movie
at £35 million and says than fans will see Kirk



hand over the bridge of the Enterprise to
Picard!!!

The Daily Mirror 14/10/92 has, An insider
explained: "The original crew really are
getting too old to fly. The idea is to phase

Kirk, Spock and the old crew out - while
bringing the new guys in. Then we will be
able to produce a whole new series of ST
movies.”

Shatner is already writing the script
and filming is expected to start next year.

STAR TREK on BBC

Star Trek screening dates and ratings - the figures are taken from Broadcast

Ep. Title Date shown Viewers Pos.
No (million) (BBC2)
08 Charlie X 2/9/92 1.66 4
02 Where No Man Has Gone Before 9/9/92 1.7 2
STV: The Final Frontier 12/9/92 8.77 10 (BBC 1)

07 Naked Time 16/9/92 117 2
05 The Enemy Within 23/9/92 3.88 4
04 Mudd's Women 30/9/92 4.09 4
10 What Are Little Girls Made Of?  7/10/92 4.42 5
12 Miri 14/10/92 4.60 5
11 Dagger Of The Mind 21/10/92 4.68 6
03 The Corbomite Maneuver 28/10/92

16 The Menagerie, pt. 4/11/92

16 The Menagerie, pt. 2 11/11/92

STAR en

DEE> SPACE MINE

TV ZONE 35:

Two additions to the cast - Camille
Saviola will play Opaka and Quark's
nephew, Nog, will be played by Aaron
Eisenman.

Deep Space Nine is so large that it
dwarfs the Space Dock seen in STHI, with
enfire communities living inside it. All the
graphics panels and computer screens will be
in Cardassian text until re-programmed by
the Federation. The architecture will also
reflect the alien ‘feel ot the Cardassians.

A rumoured plot element is is that the
space station will be moved from orbit
around Bajor to the mouth of the worm hole,
which leads to the Gamma Quadrant.

Filming the pilot took 25 working days,
a long time for just 90 minutes of tv; usually
it would be filmed in 15 days.

The season length has been confirmed
as a two-hour premiere plus 18 one-hour
segments.

Uniforms: reverse Starfleet black & gray
body with coloured shoulders.

Rick Sternback designed the exterior of the
space station, DS9. (info Bjo Trimble)

According to The Official Fan Club Magazine
No. 92 plans are well advanced for DS9
merchandise. As the new year begins,
collectors will be able to purchase evervthing
from holograms to video games to trading
cards. Companies licensed include A.H.
Prismatic (holographic products), Creation
Conventions (bumper stickers, sweatshirts,
T-shirts, caps, mugs, jackets etc.), Ertl (model
kits), Franklin Mint (calendar medals), Lewis
Galoob Toy Company (die-cast metal and
plastic micro machines), Image Marketing
removable  decals), Malibu  Graphics
Publishing (comics), Pocket Books (novels,
companion books, audio cassettes and



crossing a threshold of no return.

129. "Man Of The People" - Troi is drastically
transformed when a visiting ambassador
secretly uses her to achieve his aims.

130. "Relics” - The eagerly awaited Scotty
episode! In an uncharted corner of the
galaxv, Scotty is found stuck in stasis in a
transporter beam on a ship for the past 75
vears in order to prevent himself trom
starving. After beaming aboard the
Enterprise-D, he finds himself in a world of
friendly Klingons, 'new-fangled’ gadgetry
and synthohol (which is no subsititute for
real brandy!) But though he has tales to tell,
he vearns for real action, and the "Miracle
Worker" lives up to his name when he helps
the crew save their ship from disaster!

131. "Schisms” - An experiment of terror
begins on board the Enterprise. Aliens mivade
the Enterprise, conducting Human experiments until
crew members start piecmg events together.

132. "True Q" - The first of two possible Q
episodes. When a young lady discovers her Q
powers, it could cost her life and the lives of
the crew of the Enterprise. Guest starring
Olivia d' Abo (The Wonder Years”).

133. "Rascals” - Children rule the Enterprise
when a bizarre transporter malfunction
transforms Captain Picard, Guinan, Keiko
and Ensign Ro into 12-year old children! All
this just when the Ferengi decide to invade
and disable the ship! Directed by Adam
Nimoy (Leonard’s son). Picard is played by David
Tristan Birkin, who played his nephew Rene in
Fuamily. Former Ferengi players Mike Gomez and
Tracey Walter are both back b1 different Ferengi
roles. This source says Guinan isn't aue of the ones
reduced to children.

134. A Fistful Of Datas” - This is directed bv
Patrick Stewart, and with a title like that I'd
bet vou'd never guess it was a western! In it,
Data plavs 6, yes, thats SIX characters!
[Alexander mvttes Worf and Trot vito a role-playing
ume i the Holodeck. He has Barclay program a
Wilid West scenario but has not banked upon an
experiment by Geordi und Data. The experiment
incoives link ing Data’s positronic brain to the ship's
computer and sradwally eveny character in e

Holodeck takes on Data’s personality...! - ifo v
Zone 36]

135. “The Quality Of Life" - Data befriends an
artificial life form. Directed by Jonathan Frakes.

136. "Chain of Command, pt. 1" - The first of
a two-part episode where Captain Picard is
relieved of dutv to lead an undercover
mission against the Cardassians with the help
of Wort and Beverly. Word says this is a "sort
of " tie-in to the Deep Space Nine premiere.

137. "Chain Of Command, pt. 2" - Part 2 of
above!

Other News:-

A few episode rumours are now tloating
around about other possible 6th season TNG
episodes.

“Limits” - Strange things which begin to
happen aboard the Enterprise lead to a
discovery  that warp  engines are
environmentally damaging the fabric of
space.

"The Rivals” - Whilst in competition with
each other, Geordi and a rival renew their
relationship while the Enterprise tries to get
rid of an alien plane.

Other rumours of two 'Q episodes this
season. One verv big rumour which could
prove very interesting is that Arnold
Schwarzenegger may be in an episode of
TNG!

Apparently having resolved the slight
trouble with using Sherlock Holmes in TNG,
it is said that the character will now be able to
return in a future episode.

Wort will be getting vet another new bumpy
forehead!

Finaily, Jonathan Frakes is scheduled to direct
around four episodes this season, and Deep
Space Nine is set to premiere the week of 11
January, '93.

The differences between Michelle Forbes and



the producers of TNG have been resolved
and Ensign Ro returns in "Rascals” - Info TV
Zone 36.

STAR TREK ON VIDEO

Star Trek VI. The Undiscovered
Country has had its video release date put
back to December.

Season six of ST-TNG will be released
by CIC as soon as Season five are all on the
shelves. At the current pace of two tapes a
month, Time's Arrow Pt 2 should be in shops
by March. Covers for the season six videos
are already in preparation.

CIC video still hope to release episode
one of Deep Space Nine in April.

Word has reached TV Zone that CIC
plan to repackage cetain videos, including the
entire Star Trek back catalogue, in card boxes
to be sold at £5.99. This is unconfirmed at
present and it is uncertain if the re-packaged
tapes will still be sold in plastic cases for
those who prefer them. .

- Info TV Zone 36
MISC
“Virtual i in_Star Tr Venture'

Leisure Week. 20/10/92. Paramount Pictures
and US retail giant Edison Brothers have
joined forces to develop a chain of Star Trek-
themed entertainment centres. The first site
is to open next summer in a US shopping
mall.

The centres will be based on the
ST.TNG television series and will allow
customers to plav various roles from the
series in areas including the bridge, the
transporter room and the shuttle bay. There
will also be restaurant and merchandising
areas.

XX

Solution to Original Trek Crossword
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According to Waldern, chief executive
officer of W Industries, "The whole centre
will be a complete virtual reality, with big
screen displays on the bridge, video screen
selection of food in the restaurant area and so
on."

"We will be supplving our immersive
Virtuality systems for the shuttle bay and for
the transporter room, which will allow
people to experience being beamed down on
to the surface of an alien planet and
exploring it as a group.”

The licensing deal only covers the US
at the moment, but we'd like to move out to
the rest of the world if demand is there.
Waldern said.

w

These are the most popular television series
in the world as of March 31st, 1992, according
to the 1993 Guinness Book of Entertainment
Facts. This information was tabulated at the
33rd annual International Broadcaster's
Convention in Cannes, France, this past
March.

Million viewers/week

1 Star Trek 2135
2 The Muppet Show 2112
3 Sesame Street 2074
4 World of Disney 199.0
5 Little House on the Prairie  192.3
6 Bug Bunny/Roadrunner 173.4
7  Coronation Street 116.2
8 STTNG 114.8
9  The Beachcombers 108.3
10 Doctor Who 103.1

(info Atavachron, USS Resolution, Victoria,
Canada)

Planet Hollywood Restaurant has been given
a model of the Enterprise to hang up so
people can look at it while eating a burger -
(info Entertainment Tonight & CNN)

X

Across 2) Pon, 3 Leila, 8) Trelane, 9) Kobavashi, 10) Merik. 13) Science, 15) Miri, 16) Kang,
18) Yeoman, 19) Nomad, 21) Far, 22) Kiss, 23) Maru, 25) Ale, 26) Mudd, 27) Odona.

down 1) Corbomite, 4) Land, 5) Jetfries, 6) Davstrom, 7) Isis, 8) Time, 9) Khan, 11) Klingon,

12) Montgomery,

12) Space, 14) Promised, 17) Beagle, 20) Diana, 23) M5, 24) Red.



William Shatner - Rescue 911 hosted by
William Shatner is being shown in the
London area (LWT) during the night. Sky
One viewers have the 30 min version,
Rescue, every weekday night at 18.00.

‘s Ent " New York Post
29/6/92.
On the heeis of its success with

"Growing Up Brady” - Barry Williams'
memoir of "The Brady Bunch” as told to Chris
Kreski - Harper Collins is planning a similar
words-and-pictures book on the making of
the old "Star Trek" series. It will be told to
Kreski by William Shater, a.ka. Captain
Kirk.

According to an industry source the
book was sold to Harper Collins for just
under a million dollars. William Shatner's
agent and Harper Collins deny that a deal has
been made yet.

Shatner has just turned in the
manuscript of "Tek Vengeance”, which
Putnam will publish in January.

William Shatner & Leonard Nimoy are
bringing out a book together. It was
promoted on Arsenio Hall.

William Shatner & James Doohan will
appear in the movie "Loaded Weapon” - a
spoof of the "Lethal Weapon" films and in the
vein of "Naked Gun" and "Airplane”. Bill
portray a drugs baron and has a moustache.
We'e not sure what part Jimmy piav. (info
Bevond Antares.)

George Takei will be appearing as the
Mirror Master in the pantomime Snow White
and the 7 Dwarfs in Brighton at The Dome,
Dec 18th - Jan 9th, '93. For details of the
Charity Gala see under Convention Adverts.

Stanlev Adams (Cvrano Jones) appeared in
the Twilight Zone episode, "Once Upon a
Time" with Buster Keaton Ch. 4 17/10/92.

Jill Ireland (Leila Kalomi) appeared in the
Man From U.N.C.LE. episode. "The Tigers
are Coming Affair’. BBC216/10/92.
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Gene Roddenberry - American Jewish
Congress 'Mosaic'’ Honor: Maimonides
Intergroup Relations Award in recognition of
his TNG efforts to enhance communications
& understanding between diverse social
groups & established role models reflecting
different cultures, races, religion or life styles,
bringing the audience into contact with
another culture in a positive way. Rick
Berman and Majel will accept the award on
22/10/92.

Gene's story, The God Thing, has hit a snag.
Publication date is uncertain.

William Shatner is in Underground, a
subway murder film. He directs a Kung Fu -
The Legend Continues episode in Toronto.

Leonard Nimoy: Vincent is out on video.

Patrick Stewart During the summer hiatus
he filmed "Gunman" in Mexico & "Death
Train” in Slovenia. Patrick gets 4 weeks leave
from TNG to bring "A Christmas Carol" back
to New York Dec 15 - Jan 3 at Broadhurst.
Next Spring he plays Daddy Warbucks in the
non-musical sequel to "Annie”.

"MGM: When the Lion Roars", hosted by
Patrick Stewart, received an Emmy for best
Informational series.

Playboyv interviewed Patrick for an upcoming
issue.

Michael Dorn hosted “The Future ls Now:
Sci-Fi Preview” USA Network special, shown
Sept 20th. "Future” then moves to the Sci-Fi
Channel - no news on whether Michael
remains with it.

Whoopi Goldberg got "Distinguished Work
[n Film" at American Cinema Awards,
attended bv:  Stewart, Frakes, Dorn,
McFadden, Spiner, Sirtis, Jane Wvatt &
Ricardo Montalban. ’

Whoopi co-hosted Hurricane Reliet, benefit
concert and telethons for Andrew victims and



also "Rock the Vote” show. “The Whoopi
Goldberg Show™ is syndicated in 180+
stations.

Glamour Magazine nominated her 92
"Woman of the Year".

Whoopi's first book, "Alice” is an urban Fairy
Tale version of Alice in Wonderland to get

kids to think about things differentlv.

Colm Meany filmed "The Commitments” &
“Far and Away" in home town Dublin,
Ireland. He's in "The Last of the Mohicans”
and "Under Siege” (villain).

STAR TREK 1N THE NEWS

compiled by Janet Quarton

The purpose of this column is to let you
know which magazines to look out for as
well as letting you know some of what has
been printed in the papers. Most magazines
are available from the book shops in the info
sheets and you can often get back issues of
newspapers if you write to the publisher.

ST THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 87 Sept/Oct
1992.

Articles on Patrick Stewart (pt 1), The
Animated Voyages of Star Trek, Star Trek
Federation Science (an Exhibition which will
be travelling to 10 US cities during its 3-year
run) and Deep Space 9.

ST THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 88 Nov/
Dect 1992.

Articles on Patrick Stewart (pt 2), Sound
Mixing on TNG, and Deep Space 9.

STARLOG 184 November 1992 . Includes an
article on William Schailert who played Nilz
Barris in Trouble With Tribbles.

ST: THE NEXT GENERATION 21 (Starlog)
Articles on  Naren Shankar (Academy
instructor in First Duty), Peter Allan Fields
(writer of Cost of Living & Inner Light, co-
producer DS9), Rick Kolbe (director of 11
episodes including Darmock), Les Landau
(director), Ralph Phillips (writer of Suddenly
Human). Mission Reports Cause & Effect,
The First Duty, Cost of Living, The Perfect
Mate, Imaginary Friend, I, Borg, The Next
Phase & Inner Light.

TV ZONE 35 October 1992. Includes articles

on; Brent Spiner (pt 2), Deep Space 9 and
revies of the ST books The New Voyages and
Sanctuary.

TV ZONE 36 November 1992. Includes an
article on Dwight Schultz who plays Barclav
and a review of theTNG novel War Drums.

TV ZONE SPECIAL #7 Supernatural Special
Includes articles on original ST and TNG.

STAR TREK POSTER BOOKS

Issue 30 - Articles on The Prime Directive,
The Hunted & The High Ground.

Issue 31 - Articles on John de Lancie, Deja Q
& A Matter of Perspective.

Issue 32 - Articles on Yesterday's Enterprise
& The Offspring.

Issue 33 - Articles on Colm Meaney, Sins of
the Father and Allegiance.

STARBURST 170 October 1992. Includes an
interview with Brent Spiner, a short article
about Scotty in TNG, and John Brosnan's
opinion of Star Trek.

STARBURST SPECIAL #13  Star Trek
Special. Includes articles on Deep Space 9,
the Making of STV], Starfleet Academy - The
lost ST 6, Data's Days, TNG Season 5, an
index of ST articles in Starburst and TV Zone,
ST Conventions, ST Klingons and the TNG
episode Unification.

EPI-LOG JOURNAL #5. Nov-Dec 1992.
Gene Roddenberry Tribute Issue. Contains
articles on both original Trek and TNG plus
Gene's pilots for Genesis [T and Planet Earth.



ion” San Jose
Mercury News 9/6/92
This article explains that the production
designers on Star Trek have introduced many
concepts that are only 10 or 20 years from
changing our lives. Medical technology
might create something like the medical
scanner in the next century; two-way video
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BOOKS -

Oct RELICS by Michael Jan Friedman. A
novel based on the TNG Episode guest
starring Jimmy Doohan as Scotty.

compiled by Janet Quarton

Nov NIGHT SHADE (TNG 24) by Laurell
Hamilton. The Enterprise ctew are sent
to Oriana to help negotiate a settlement
to 200 year war. As Picard, Worf and
Troi beam down the Enterprise is called
away. The Away Team find that some
people would rather finish the war than
talk peace. When Picard is accused of
murder Worf and Troi must unravel the
truth.

Dec PROBE (Giant Novel) by Margaret
Wander Bonanno. This novel follows
on where STIV left off. It reveals the
secrets behind the mysterious probe that
almost destroyed Earth - and whose
reappearance sends Kirk, Spock and

their ~ shipmates  hurtling  into
unparalleled danger... and unsurpassed
discovery.

BEST DESTINY by Diana Carey. A new
hardcover. The story of James Kirk as a
teenager on his first adventure in space with
his father George Samuel Kirk - an adventure
which gives young James Kirk his first look
at a Starship called the USS Enterprise. The
author mixes the past and present of Star
Trek in this novel.

THE STAR TREK: THE NEXT
GENERATION COMPANION by Larry
Nemecek. A complete show-by-show guide

10
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could be in most homes in 10 years; the
technology for the personal communicator
(badge) is available today, but not in an
affordable price; a computer which and
function as accurately as a human translator
could be with us in 50 vears. The writer
doesn't seem very hopeful about faster than
light travel, androids or transporters.
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to the first 5 seasons of TNG - includes over
150 b/w photos.

THE STAR TREK: THE NEXT
GENERATION CHRONOLOGY by Mike
Okuda (soft cover, 8"x11", 192 pages in b/w -
$14). ISBN 0-617-79611-9 TF & F. This
comprehensive Star Trek ‘history book'
details every event in the ponderous Trek
mythos - from Captain Kirk's birth and his
tenure as Captain of the Enterprise, to Picard
and Cos Next Generation exploits.
IMlustrated throughout with more than 150
photograph's, the History of the Future also
features log entries - indexed to actual Earth
date calendars’ for total Trek authenticity. A
must-have for dedicated fans fo both Star
Trek series.  (source: Previews pub.
Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.) {info John
Stubley}

VIDEOS -STTNG
CIC are be continuing their release of 5th
season TNG videos.

Redemption [I/Darmok (51)

Ensign Ro/Silicon Avatar (52)
Disaster/The Game (53)

Unification [ & II (54)

Due Next

A Matter of Time/New Ground (55)
Hero Worship/Violations(56)

The Masterpiece Society/ Conundrum (57)
Power Play/Ethics (58)

The Outcast/Cause and Effect (59)

The First Duty/Cost of Living (60)

The Perfect Mate/Imaginary Friend (61)
1 Borg/The Next Phase (62)



Star Trek - The Motion Picture - the
extended version is available at Woolworths.

Star Trek Costume Patterns - Original
Series - Pattern No. 8028 (size XXS-LG).
Price £2.50 inc. p&p. Iron-on Transfers for 3
official insignias included. Part of the 2-hour
Express Colection. Simplicity Patterns
(Holdings) Ltd., Blantyre, Glasgow G72 OXL.

The Official Star Trek Insignia Collection
in Silver and Gold. Franklin Mint. Twelve
emblems, individually minted in sterling
silver and selectively accented with gold. The
collection includes the series Command
insignia, the Vulcan IDIC, the Pennant of the
UFP, the Standard of the Klingon Empire, the
Romulan Bird of Prev insignia and the
Emblem of the Federation Alliance. The
price of each insignia is £49, pavable in 2
instalments - they only seem to be available
as a set. For more info write to Franklin
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Customer Services,
London SE6 1BP

138 Bromley Road,

AH. Prismatic have released some more
items. These include STTNG laser visors
which diffract light into a rainbow of colours
and a range Star Trek Hologram Jewelry in 5
designs - Enterprise 1701 Shape, Enterprise
1701-D Shape, Printed Enterprise 1701,
Printed Enterprise 1701-D, Delta Shield
Shape. Most of the bookshops which carry
ST merchandise should have these.

FUTURESHOCK, Science Fiction/Star Trek
Books & Comics, 89 Byres Road, G11 SHN.
Tel No: 041 339 8184. This is an exceilent
bookshop who regularly have tables at the
Away Team Meetings in Glasgow. They are
increasing the range of Star Trek
merchandise which they import from the
States.
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POSTBAG

We welcome your letters of comment
and discussion for this section on the
understanding that they will be printed and
may be edited for length or content at our
discretion.

Some pointers: When referring to

anything in a previous n/l make it clear what
you are talking about for those who do not
have that newsletter.
Keep your letters as short as possible -
xim: 700-750 wor f ‘our’
pages. If vou find this impossible consider
whether you should be writing an article
instead. Longer letters will be edited for
length.  Where more than one person
responds to a question with similar answers
we may edit out some of these just so that we
can get more in the newsletter.

We encourage active discussion, but
please try to avoid negative and aggressive
letters.

If you make a request which requires

members to write to you please give your
address. ]

Keep letters on a separate sheet from
other submissions and put 'for postbag'.

Sheila Clark - Dundee

First, my ‘puzzle' from last N/L -
‘ghoti’ spells ‘fish’. Gh as in ‘enough’, 0 as in
‘'women' and i as in 'nation’. Now - if that
was how 'fish’ was spelled would you really
like to find it in a dictionary if vou didn't
speak English? In a hurry?

To Nicole Comtet - Your comment
about the Enterprise crew not speaking
Klingonese - "Why should they?" struck me
as unusual coming from someone like you
who does in fact speak at least one foreign
language extremely fluently. It seems to me
to be more in keeping with the insular
attitude of the British, many of whom seem to
believe that all foreigners should speak
English ("even Klingons speak standard”) and



comparatively few of whom do in fact have
more than a school-taught, reluctant nodding
acquaintance with any other language.

The universal translator is useful, ves,
but even the best mechanical translator will
fall short when trying to translate idiomatic
phraseology - though I admit, unless a person
understands a language well, (s)he will have
the same problems - “I understand the words
but I don't know what it means!" Which is
why I maintain that senior Communications
Officers, at least, are likely to have a solid
grasp of the Klingon language.  Their
expertise with the language will fill any gaps
left by the universal translator.

To Paul Hulford - a working life of 18 -

the number of people of 50 (or even less) who
today would love to be retired (depending on
their work). Seriously, though, it seems to me
that if those in work were to work 30 years
longer (indeed, even five vears longer),
teenage unemplovment - come to that,
unemplovment in all age groups - would
snowball, unless you also postulated a
massive drop in world population... but then
the demand for manufactured goods would
also drop. OK., something would probably
have to be done to give those who had no
hobbies, no interests, something to keep them
occupied. But please, 40 - 50 working vears
is, I think, enough for most folk!

Colonies could present a different
situation, of course; at least new ones might -
there, it probably would be necessary to work
all the years God gave you in an attempt to
make the colony self-supporting - though
long-established ones would, [ think,
probably be in the same position as the planet
their populations originally came from unless
they operated a carefullv-planned birth rate. |
suppose one possibility would be to go back
to hand-crafted goods instead of mass-
produced.

To Neil Barrett - MS Murdock is, | now
think, female. Recentlv [ decided to reread
some old zines, circa 1976-77, and a Ms M$
Murdock appeared in a couple of issues of
Berengaria as a poet and artist. It would be
quite a coincidence if this wasn't the same

person who wrote Web of the Romulans.
Vis -

1 will from the very near future have
access to modern technology, so if either
Eddie or Margaret would like to contact me
with details of what I should be looking for
I'll be glad to try to take some of the workload
from them.

Considering the current expense of
collecting the TNG vids, and the forthcoming
simultaneous release of DS9, does anyone
know anyone who could gainfully employ
my six-and-three-year-olds?

Several people commented on DC's
Debt of Honour. I was going to write a
review but I'm too lazy. It's obviously
written by a fan, it's a Trekker's wish-list
brought to life, and very well done. My only
complaint is the cop-out on the assault bv
Klingon Stormtroopers. Expensive at £12, but
worth collecting.

Talking of collecting, Julie’s bought me
a hologram of the Enterprise (which I can't
actually get my covetous claws on ‘'t
Christmas). Can anyvone advise me on the
best way of displaving it? Would an
individual narrow-beam spot enhance its
effect? And if so, where would one get such a
thing?

The Aliens comics that I'm after are the
Trident reprints, thanks to everyone who
phoned.

I'm glad Julie was wrong about the
holodeck, but is he found in stasis or trapped
as a result of a transporter accident? 1 don't
believe the latter - if Bones had ever had his
suspicions confirmed he'd never have been
seen in Encounter at Farpoint!

To Sheila Clark - Ghoti
commonly pronounced “fish”.

is more

To Eddie Yau/Edward Woo - C-in-C
meeting,. Just because they werent
‘obviously’ alien, do we knaw they were
Human? Edward only - Star Wreck (1 & ID). A
parody is primarily defined as a humorous
imitation of an author's characteristics.



Secondary meanings are a travesty and/or a
feeble imitation. The former definition is
obviously inapt as is the superlative
‘excellent’; either of the latter definitions are
more suitable. More suitable yet is my
personal  definiion  of  Rewolinski's
amateurish scribblings; they are a puerile
effort at a piss-take which would be more
appropriate in a kindergarten.

To Kay Stagg - as Klingons present
varying appearances perhaps their empire
also has differing languages. The Enterprise
was, I believe, trying to sneak in through a
back-water. Uhura may speak the main
dialect(s) but couldn’t handle a lesser-used
version?

To Elena Bond - No, being unable 'to
perform, etc’ does neither remove nor negate
one's humanity. As for Data, we are assured
bv Tasha Yar in The Naked Now that he is
fully functional.

To Lloyd Lewis - have you nothing
better to do than drivel on like this?

To Ann McMillan - if you want to
know how to write con reports, just copy our
very own Helen White - party animal
extraordinary.

To Kathleen Glancy - Cardigan - P16;
“..a man in his late forties,” Nice try, no
banana.

To Marion Pritchard - Men don't like
clever women? Choice 1 - I don't like clever
anyone! Choice 2 - Tl let you know when I
find one.

To Jon Vernon - I fervently hope that
there are national differences in the 24th
century; bland is the word that springs to
mind otherwise. 1701-D doesn't have the
character of NCC 1701.

To Ishtiaq Huassin - No pictures. 1 like
comics too, but the interaction achieved by
IDIC is more important.

To Taruka Queuhtezcatl - Did you
mean to write inferred or implied? And no,
because the logical extrapolation of that
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argument would be the eradication of ajl
transplant surgery. [ hope that were ali
carrying our donor cards. If time travel ever
becomes possible then history would stop.
Dead. Because thered be so manv
rubberneckers at every historical event that
the protagonists wouldn't have the room to
get on with creating history!

To Jeff Martin - welcome back! We'd
been worrying. But the first person accounts
of cons are fascinating if you're waiting for
the names of mutual friends to pop up.
Hardback books are my life. If voure going
to buv the paperback anvway what does it
matter if it's been published previously in
hardback? Why on earth would anyone want
to discourage Pocket from printing them? If
you don't want to pay the hardback price,
wait for the paperback edition. Hardbacks
are actually far better value for monev
anyway.

To Steven Gibb - Te my certain
knowledge it was the very importance of the
Khitomer conference that caused the non-
interception of the Enterprise. Every man
and woman of every ship of the defensive
screen had been bored to sleep by the
commentary by Jon Kole.

To Ann Peters - Ladies, all these
comments on ‘lack of exposure’ 'manly
contours’ and so on. Imagine what would be
the reaction of some MCP had been making
similar remarks? And then to complain that
Asimov's sexist!

To Eddie Yau - ref ‘tinv..
disadvantage. Read The Far Arena’ by ben
Sapir. If you've seen Worf in a low-cut dress
you'd realise why they don't make a regular
thing of it!

To Michael Mazza - you wanna read
fiction? You buya the zines!

To Rebekah Owens - It's 'Bevond
Antares’ that awards the grovelling prizes;
here you just get edited out!

Lesley / wsmith - Cusop, Her
To Sheila - isn't it ‘fish’, according to
Bernard Shaw? (ghoti, that is). Allen tells me



least.

Now perhaps I recall my childhood
through rose-coloured glasses, perhaps the
libraries of Trek tell the wrong story. 1 was
disappointed; I had been let down badly.
Scotty, the engineering marvel, just stands
helplessly watching Spock perform the
miracles. Spock, with total emotional control,
grins like an idiot at all and sundry. Kirk
shouts and hollers with hardly a good word
for anyone. Any character in a red uniform
apart from Scott or Uhura is usually dead
before the end of the episode. Anyone
supposedly lying down dead fidgets about
like a thing possessed. Any female apart
from Uhura, Chapel or Rand is usually
goosed by the Captain before the closing
credits. I am sorry, but how can anyone
prefer this to TNG?

_ And now we have another Trek in the
pipeline, Deep Space 9. Everyone seems to
have an opinion on the matter. All I will say
is, it's coming so make the most of it. It
cannot be worse than the original!

P.S. May I offer my warmest thanks to
IDIC for deciding to help blind people. My
best friend, who was best man at my
wedding, is nearly blind, and his younger
brother has the same visual problem and will
also eventually lose his sight. Consequently,
raising money for the visually impaired is a
subject close to my heart. It is good that IDIC
is helping a proper charity such as the Guide
Dogs and not subsidising the funding of a
government-run institution such as a school
or a hospital.

P.PS. Have you ever noticed that in
Trek, characters called 'Styles' are nasty - see
Balance of Terror and STIILTSFS. Should I
take this personally?!

Baerbel Schinidt - Ashford, Kent

I find this discussion on whether
Uhura should have been able to speak
Klingonaase quite amusing. [ think in the
Federation it is perhaps generaily common to
think that Federation standard (probably
English) is sufficient. Perhaps some people
learn some basics of other languages but
generally rely on translators. Also,
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Klingonaase is always described as a very
difficult language, both in grammar and
pronunciation. Uhura probably has some
knowledge of Klingonaase, but not enough to
handle this difficult situation without the help
of a dictionary. I think if she had no
knowledge at all of Klingonaase she could
never have found the right words and
couldn't pronounce them properly. This
situation in which Uhura was amused me
because [ remembered my first impressions of
England. 1 was surprised how much the
English in general rely on others speaking
their language. In Germany, the vast
majority speak English, but in England I
found hardly anybodv who speaks another
language. Well, German may not be as
difficult to learn as Klingonaase but it is
certainly more difficult than English. By the
way, our Chancellor Kohl is one of the few
German politicians who doesn’'t speak
English.

I read about the proposed Star Trek II
series a long time ago, somewhere in a
Starlog magazine. Although there are some
good ideas in it, I couldn't feel comfortable
with these characters. The main reason must
be that I didn't like STTMP at all. For me it is
even worse than ST V. Decker was a very
pale character (he is certainly no Riker) and
Ilia may have similar powers to Deanna but
their characters are verv different (to Eddie
Yau - vou see, I don't agree with you!) I also
don't agree to most of the other comparisons,
but they are interesting. It would be boring if
everybody had the same opinion and it's this
diversity that makes the postbag so
interesting.

More to Eddie Yau - [ think also everv
man would be at a ‘rather severe
disadvantage’, in fighting Arnold
Schwartzeneggar, unless it was a trained
body builder (by the way there are also
female body builders). This example is reallv
unfair to Deanna. Also Tasha would avoid a
hand to hand combat with a physically much
stronger opponent but try to outwit him and
use distance weapons. A trained Deanna
would not be better or worse than Tasha.
Fine, Deanna likes nice clothing that shows
her beauty. Why not? Deanna is a beautiful,
sensitive woman and [ don't see why she



should hide that. Also Ro and Beverly wore
low-cut clothing off duty and I think nothing
of it. The only difference is that Deanna
doesn't wear a regular uniform. If you really
think that more males (certainly not females)
watch TNG so that they can stare at Deanna's
bodv (even with low-cut dresses her breasts
were always covered so that there is not
much skin to see), I pity these men - if thev
really exist. Deanna is attractive, but as Wort
said in The Dauphin, the body is just a shell
and a man would be incredibly stupid if he
only looks at the outside and doesn’t care
what person the woman really is. I know
male Trekkers. They like Deanna’s looks but
they are not undressing her with their eyes -
they see the whole picture. You may say that
women are not men, and you are right. There
are also physically attractive men in Star Trek
but I wouldn't like them if I didn't like their
character. Men who want to watch ‘sex
appeal are better off with a porno movie
anyway. You are a Classic fan, no doubt. Do
vou really think men are watching Classic
because they want to stare at the female
crew’s miniskirts or admire Uhura's exotic
beauty and her long legs? It is only natural to
recognise beauty but that is no reason for
Classic’'s or TNG's success.

One last thing - what do vou think
Marina Sirtis, as an honorary member of the
club, thought when reading that she is in
TNG for more sex appeal? Beauty or not,
Deanna Troi is a person, not a sex object, and
should be treated as one.

As a relatively new member I thought
it was about time [ put pen to paper. I'd like
to say, firstly, just how much 1 enjoy reading
the newsletter, especially the Postbag, and I'd
like to bring up a few points. (Please bear
with me if you've covered any of these before
- as I said, I'm new to this!)

To Lisa Dearnley-Davison - the film is
called Lifeforce and was directed by Tobe
Hooper and starred Steve Railsback, Peter
Firth, Frank Finlav & Nicholas Ball. It is
available on video from The Video Collection,
ref. no. VC3291.

To Chris Bailey - I don't think £10.99 is
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bad value for a video, but I do agree that the
cost soon mounts up if you want to collect the
lot (like me!) On the whole, though, I think
the quality of the CIC releases has been very
high.  (Out of all the Trek videos I have
bought, only one has been of reallv naff
qualitv, and 1 easilv exchanged that for a
decent copy.)

What I object to is buying a copy of a
film, then finding at a later date that they
release ‘special’ editions, such as 'widescreen’
or 'extended or ‘collectors' editions, and of
course we all go out and buy them! Speaking
of which... CIC has now released (I think it
can only be obtained through Woolworths)
an extended version of STTMP, which runs
for 138 minutes. I assume this is the special
TV version of the film.

Finally, following the discussion of
Klingons and their lumpy bits, can anvone
explain why TNG Vulcans and Romulans
have acquired ridges on their foreheads?

Taruka Queuhtezcatl - Preston

Firstly - a gentle point to the editors. I
found 3 different spellings of my surname in
N/L 24. It is not Queuhtezacatl, nor is it the
almost  unpronounceable = Queuhtexcatl,
which has quite a different meaning! [Ed -
Surry! Typos do happen and although two of us
proofread, some slip through, with mis-spellings of
names in particular tending to go winokiced. We've
now got your name established i the spelicheck
program.]

To Sheila - I can't argue re Spock's lack
of siblings... but I wish whoever it was a
Paramount had checked his/her information
first!

With regard to comments in N/L 23
about evervone considering actors over 40 to
be 'pastit. No-one told Brent Spiner this!

To Elena Bond - I stick by my
comment. Firstly Data himseif's the first one
to admit he's a machine - that's official
However, in order to perform the rather
unsavoury act in question it would need quite
a bit of extra processing machinery - with or
without the help of a malevolent female Q,
who would undoubtedly get a rocket tfrom
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‘our Q for insulting Data the minute she
returned to the continuum. As to Brent
Spiner wanting to do this... ves, I can see how
that would appeal to his slightly wicked sense
of humour - if he can get away with it!

To Llovd Lewis and anvone else
interested - I visit quite a few comic marts as
part of a raiding party’ of five people. Tl
quite happily look up back issues it anyone
cares to write.

Re my peculiar surname, for anyone
who hasn't already asked me or worked out
its origins. As far as [ know it's from the
Nahuat! language ot Mexico, spoken by the
Aztecs among others. The derivation is
Quauhtli - Eagle; Tezcatl - Mirror, which has
some quite sinister implications, so I'm told,
as both the eagle and the mirror were
symbols of the Aztec war god in other guises.
As | speak no Nahuatl and understand
precious little I can't comment. Should you
ever want to pronounce it, it's either 'kwaw-
TES-cahi’ or 'kwatecahl'.

To Jon Vernon re the Star Trek Fanfare
aka Where No Man Has Gone Before.
Having plaved about with my trusty guitar,
pan pipes, flutes etc, this might be what
you're looking for: [See at foot of page]

To Paul Hulford - er, were vou asleep
or had you emigrated during the broadcast of
The Offspring?

To Ann Peters - loved the story about
Spot's name. It's still a daft one for a cat.

To Gaile Wood - that's a new one on
me 'cos | was taught it was 'svmbiote’. You
live and learn. Then again, the route from
‘simbiota’ in Spanish is pretty tortuous!

To Shirlev Shatner - thanks for

supporting me. There's been some very lax
checking of details lately...

ay

To Peter Arnett - can you honestly see
Paramount going along with your flashback
idea? There was enough fuss when Dorothy
Fontana wrote the novel Vulcan's Glory,
which resulted in immediate clampdown on
all stories set before The Cage or teaturing
that crew.

To Leslev Hatch - if vour 'noise’ is the
one I'm thinking of, you very probably have
Jack Finlay and joseph G Sorokin to blame for
it. According to The Star Trek Interview
Book, much of it is jet engine noise,
electronically tinkered with.

Heather Noyce - Bournemouth

If any fans like William Shatner (who
doesn't?) a really great book is out called
Captain's Log - William Shatner's personal
account of the making of Star Trek V - The
Final Frontier as told by Lisbeth Shatner.
William Shatner's daughter gives every Star
Trek fan a chance to know Captain Kirk as
never seen before, and there are also some
lovely photos of William Shatner. Published
by Titan Books it costs £5.99

John Stubley - York

To Neil Barrett & Sheila Clark - O.K!
If you think it's difficult to guess an author’s
gender from initials, how's about Julian May,
then? Despite having two male friends called
Julian, T have just realised that Julian May is a
woman. So even knowing the full name
sometimes is of no help when it comes to
gender.

To Lesley Hatch - Hi! I keep meaning
to write to you about ‘Wizard's Pupil’. If you
still remember me, I'll write as soon as things
die down here.

Re background noise in N/L 24 -1
don't know about the Twilight Zone, but
according to The Making of Star Trek (a great
book) Douglas GCrindstatf was the Classic
series Sound Effects Man for Star Trek - if
that's what you mean by ‘background noise’!
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Steve Davies - Huntingdon, Cambs

Thank you for N/L 24 - [ do prefer the
new style. It is my imagination or do you get
more words per page now? [Ed - yes, we do.]

Congratulations (belated, 1 know) to
Lorraine Kelly and whilst I'm on the subject
of that sort of thing, I'm rather chuffed to
announce that I've just got engaged to the
lovely Sandra. (Yes, I know it's nothing
whatsoever to do with Trek but I'm so happy
I'd like everybody to know!)

I have as yet not given my opinion of
STVITUC, so here goes; as promised it was
certainly a very dark film, a fantastic story
and a beautiful way to end the film series
(sure I'll go to see VII but I'm pretty sure it
WON'T WORK!) TI've also read the book so
like many others I think the Kudao massacre,
etc, justifies Kirk's anger at the beginning, but
without knowledge of those events in the
novel I think anyone would be right in saying
Kirk's reaction was a little strong (especiaily
since he seemed to be getting on so well with
Klaa at the end of V!) The idea for the zero-
gee murders on the Kronos was brilliant; the
gravity generator on 23rd century starships
must be e most heavily shielded area for this
not to have happened before in the whole
history of Trek!

Christopher Plummer I liked, but I
must admit I preferred Christopher Lloyd as
Kruge in IIl. David Warner certainly wasn't
wasted this time round as he was in V - but
why didn't anyone on the Enterprise say to
Gorkon, "Hey, buddy, you bear an almost
uncanny resemblance to a Federation
Ambassador name of St. John Talbot!" No?
Oh, all right, then. The music was incredible,
not the sort of thing I find myself whistling in
the bath (as I do with James Horner's II & III)
but nevertheless quite lovely. The special
effects were no improvement on those of the
first 4 films (they were on those in TFF) but
they were adequate for the story. When a
shot of a torpedo going straight through the
Enterprise makes me cringe, that's when I can
say "Well done" to the SFX people. Cringe? I
positively SQUIRMED in my seat.

isa Dearnley-Davison - Readi
To Kay Stagg - back to SOL Il again!
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The reason why the showing ot the uncut
version of ST-TUC was so packed in the
afternoon was 1) that was its scheduled
showing (unlike the one in the morning), 2) q
lot of us standing had arrived early to get
seats for the Guy Vardaman and Richard
Arnold talk and after seeing the number of
people watching earlier that morning, we
didn't expect them to show it again quite that
soon - Sunday afternoon might have been a
better idea. As to vour comment about
original Trek, at CONfederation there was an
original Trek room but this was given over to
TNG when no-one turned up for scheduled
episodes. However, anyone wishing to see
classic Trek was immediately given access to
the video and a room.

To Baerbel Schmidt - You'll be glad to
know Ensign Ro is here to stay. There were
rumours passing round that because she
wanted to go to DS9 she was sacked from
TNG, as no actor is being allowed to appear
in both unless the story allows it, ie the
Enterprise docks at DS9. Hence the reason
why we won't see O'Brien in the sixth season.
Michelle Forbes, however, is definitely going
to be appearing in more TNG.

SPOILER ALERT To Lloyd Lewis -
There was a problem a long time ago with a
transporter while Scotty and another crew
member were transporting. They never came
out at the other end! Along comes
Enterprise-D, finds the transporter fault and
Scotty rematerialises. One Chief Engineer at
exactly the same age as when he stepped into
the transporter. The holodeck theme is still
there, though - he recreates the bridge of the
Enterprise (A?) on the holodeck. Those parts
of the set were actually rebuilt!

To Lee Sansome - you are perfectly
correct!  You cannot judge Michael Dorn's
delivery to Patrick Stewart’s. Why? Because
poor Michael has to struggle with an extra set
of teeth in his mouth while trving to come out
with a load of technobabble. No easy feat!

To all who have complained about
Kirk's reaction in TUC - Okay, okay! So the
novelisation of TUC explained awav Kirk's
reaction. Most of what was at the beginning
of the book - all those bits where Kirk gets the



message and rounds up the rest - were
actually filmed! It was filmed halfway
through and was actually in the first script
but because the film was over-running on
time and budget it was cut and now lies
somewhere in the editor's vault. So the book
did follow the film fairly closely! And that
comes from Guy Vardaman and Richard
Arnold at SOL IIl. [Janet: What you describe is
the mshown prequel, which we detailed m a
previous newsletter, not the novel. The prequel does
nothing to explam Kirk's feelings about the
Klmgons.]

To 'the Ed' on Stephen Shaw‘s letter

the name of the film. 1 was getting a lot of
strange looks whenever [ asked anvone if
they had seen it. Which brings me to another
question - did anyone else catch Patrick
Stewart's performance of a scene from A
Midsummer Night's Dream' on BBC2 one
Saturday morning at about 10.307 T can't
remember the part he played but he did it
wonderfully.

To Karen Sparks - I agree. Stardates
are not that important when it comes to
fiction writing, although I will admit that |
usually base mine around a certain date even
if it's not mentioned. It is handy, however, if
the story makes references to episodes or
other stories.

Guy Vardaman made an interesting
point at CONfederation about TNG's outlook
on gays and the fact that many complained
about not seeing any on the Enterprise. The
reason you don't see anyone who is
conspicuously gay is because you don't see
anyone who is conspicuously Jewish or
Democratic either. As he pointed out, vou
don't see heterosexuals kissing or holding
hands in the corridor (apart from Riker!) so
why should you see anyone else? The
Qutcast, however, deals with the subject
excellently. T agree with Helen White; it was
rather frightening that the 'bad guys did
what they did.

Someone said they got bored reading
reports from cons. 1 hate to disagree (again)
but if it wasn't for those reports | probably
wouldn't ever have gone to mv first

convention. [ happen to like the reports -
thev give loads of info about the peopie there
and what to expect when you get there.
Thank vou all those who have done con
reports; I shall keep reading them with gusto.

Mark Dwyer - Leeds

To Colin Mackay - [ am afraid I cannot
help vou as I live in Leeds, but for those
people in my area interested I know a few
video libraries in Leeds that have a small
selection of TNG seasons 4 and 5. These are
Video 37 on the ring road (last 4 tapes of
season 4, nos 47, 48, 49 & 50, also tapes 51 &
52 of season 3), Sound Images Dewsbury
Road (tape 37 season 3 and 38, 39 & 41 of
season 4). Video 37 also has all the films,
season 1 of TNG and most tapes of the
original series. 1 hope this is some help for
the people living in or close to Leeds who
have difficulty in getting tapes.

I hope some of you will be coming to
Starbase 93; it sounds like it is going to be an
excellent convention, especially with the
guest appearance of Scottv.

Idwell - Pe Wal

I agree with Russell Witheyman that
the fifth season TNG as a whole was not as
good as the fourth. The worst, in my opinion,
were Masterpiece Society, which reaily
dmgged, and New Ground - the Wort-
orientated stories in the past have been some
of the very best episodes, but this one made
me cringe. "I apologise for being late, sir, I
was detained in school..” What have they
done to the warrior Worf?

Concerning  the  debate  about
conventions being taken over bv TNG
episodes and not having the same feel about
them as they used to; I've been going to cons
since 1977 and feel that showing the latest
TNG episodes has injected new enjoyment
into them. Hardly anyone used to have
Classic Trek on video and being able to watch
episodes at cons was as exciting as watching
TNG episodes now. The fun and delight of
seeing episodes like Tribbles in a room
packed with fellow fans was lost for a while
when nearly evervone got Classic Trek on
video, but that same wondertul experience
has returned to cons with the screening ot



new TNG. | attended SOL HI and was
unaware of the trouble with the videos there
and am sorry it had to occur. 1 would like to
thank the SOL III committee for a very
enjoyable convention.

Katrina Heintz - Bathgate
To Helen White - you're forgiven .
didn't notice the mistake either!

[

Re Shades of Grey. After reading the
opinion poll, I felt I had to write in defence of
this episode. This is one of my favourites
from the series, and I'm sure there are others
who feel the same.

Re BBC v Sky. Why can't we mount a
letter campaign to both BBC and Sky to make
it clear to both companies not evervone wants
satellite or can afford it, and politelv request
the fourth and fifth seasons to be shown on
BBC first. This type of campaign has worked
before to save Star Trek and other shows
from cancellation; surely it could work here.

ati Vandekerkhove - Belgiu

My intimate closeness with my
television set came to an end with the
indispensable help of the BBC - I would have
to wait till that afore-mentioned illustrious
institution decided in their infinite wisdom to
show the next season of TNG. However, |
couldn't believe my eves when I saw they
broadcast the original series. I put out a
LARGE warning sign. Anyone who dares
interfere with Wednesday ST risks life and
limb!

Re ST VI - [ don't know if I am
imagining things but I got the impression that
the Captain’s quarters on the Enterprise and
the Excelsior were only slightly larger than an
overgrown shoebox - or was that an optical
illusion?

To Lorna Elliott - Try Meg Wright,
stories available via The Small Printers (see
Zine Ads).

To Marion Pritchard - re guinea pigs -
should it not be left to the individual in
question to decide on their possible exposure
as guinea pigs?

To Gary Heron - [ know of one reason
why  retired  personnel  could  be
recommissioned, which is war. You only
have to look at World War 1. [ don't think
that Starfleet or the Federation could give
themselves the luxurv of ignoring the
tremendous amount &f experience the senior
officers of the Enterprise have.

i d

To Edward Woo - we are still working
on the Bird of Prey that will fire when
cloaked!

To everyone at Contagion - Did vou all
enjoy the opening ceremony? We received a
citation from KAG Kanada and were given
promotion for our kidnap of '‘Captain Sulu’.

Regarding stewards at conventions -
having been a steward at Silvercon, SOL Il
and Contagion, I would say I do not get paid
and I only do it to help out the people who
are running the convention. All the stewards
get are the first couple of rows in the main
hall for guest talks and into the dealers’ room
before the plebes (sorrv, fans!) It is a good
wav of meeting fellow fans and all vou have
to do is man a video room or the dealers’
room for an hour a day.
To Gaile Wood - come up to
Contagion '93 and you can run your nails
down my knobbly bits!

To all members of IDIC - MERRY
KLINGONMAS and A HAPPY TREK YEAR
1993.

dika - Sloveni

I only saw the first season but I know,
thanks to the N/L, there is much more. My
favourite actor is all Star Trek, but the person
who got in my head the most was Lt. Yar.
She is my favourite character and [ still don't
know why Denise Crosby {she is so great)
left.

e

I must tell vou, Patrick Stewart fiimed
his new movie Death Train in Slovenia - in
the citv of Postojna, which some mayv know
for the famous Postojna Cave.






