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KOV THINE BENEMY

The setting suns of Vulecan east long red rays over the land, deepening the
desert sands into rich ruby. To the north, the red sky blazed, bui the sunset
was not vholly to blame.

The city of ShiKshr was burning.

The attack, when it had come, had beern military and ruthless. The space-—
port had been the first target, cutting off all escape - after which the
massacre and destruction had begun. The attack had been so swift that Vulean
had had no time to prepare her defences,

rour years previously, Vulcan had helped her cousins the Romulans drive
off a Klingon attack, but despite wvulcanoid strength, the Romulans had eventually
succumbed, their planet and colonies devashated and those unlucky enough not to
have been killed had been placed under ¥lingen rule or sold into slavery. Now
it was Vulecan's turn to pay the price for allying themselves with the Romulans.

The tall lean figure stood unmoving, staring out towards $hikahr. Word
had it that all ranking Vulcans were being taken into captivity. A few had
t ried to escape into the desert, but had heen quickly recaptured. Their
enemies had aircar patrols circling the fringes of the desert. He hoped that
Barek and his mother had somehow escaped. Amanda was an Barthwoman, albeit she
had spent mest of her life on Vulecan., Wis father had brought her back to Vulean
with him as his wifey he had met her on Andoxia, here talks were being held
on the possibility of establishing a Federation of Planets. Vulcan had not
joined; her ldeals had not coincided with those of the majority of other planets
represented. What worried the Vulcan was what her own people would do to her,
for the Terrans were also on the planet helping their Klingon allies. However,
his parents were bonded in the true Vulean fashion; neither would survive a long
separation. ALl he could do was await his own fate.

The sinking suns had long since set,; but the Vulcan still stood by the
window. The fires of Shilahr glowed against the black velvet sky; the acrid
smell of smoke drifted across the desert, fanned on by the night breeze 'ntil it
hit his nostrils.

His sensitive ears picked up the sound of groundecars approaching the house.
He sighed softly. So = it had begun. They would find nobody in the house
except himgelf, for he had sent the servants into the deep areas of the desert
many days ago, before the pstiols had come, giving them a chance of survival.
ILights flared in the groundsy he heard volces and footsteps in the passage
outside; and then the door was flung open. Only then did he turn from the
window, to face his captors calimly.

Two Farthmen covered him with their weapons while the third looked him up
and down. What struck the Vulecan woat wag the arrogance of the man in front of
him, and the fire in his amber eyes. He did not know whether he was sorry that
it was a Human and not a Klingon who had captured him. He would receive no
compassion from either party, he knew.

"Wwhat i your nane, Vulcan?® It was more of a command than a question, and
Spock felt a coldness in hig belly. Here wag a man who could be ruthless.

He answered, "I am called Spock.m

The Human raised a mocking eye. "And where are all the servants vho are
normally to be found in hig houses such as this one??

iThere ig nobody else in the house," Spock replied.

The Human made a gesture, and rough hands caught his, tying them behind
his back. The Human waited for the guards to finish securing their prisoner,
and then spoke again.

T am Capliain Janes T. Kirk. 7You are now a prisoner of the Tederation of
Flanets, and will he treated asccordingly. Do not sttempt to escape, for then
your life will be forfeit. Take himl®




Spock's guards marched him out of the house to the walting =roundear.

A number of small explosions sounded behind him, and he knew %that his
ancestral home was heing burned to the ground. He stared straight in front of
him, his face an unreadable masgk, He would not give these Tarth-born le-matyas
the satisfaction of seeing him react. He was bundlel into the back of the
vehicle, the two guards flanking him. Moments later; Kirk climbed intc the
front with the driver. The rest of the men filled the other two cars, and they
headed back to the capitel city of Surak'Ka.

Kirk frowned. The prisoner's stony silence was grating on his nerves. e
had been met with the same expressionless silence while interrogating other
Vulcan prisoners, bui this one had seemed different to him. Kirk felt the
urge to lash out at himy to scream at him to say something, tut just as abruptly
dismissed the idea. Surely the devastated shell that was Shikahr should have
brought some reaction! Driving through the ruined city had caused him to feel
depressed, and he was on the side who had camed the destruction, not a native of
the planet. The dark fathomless eyes had not betrayed a flicker of emotion.

Hell, thought Kirk, what an T doing here anyway® I should be aboard the

Interprise, not takinglpart ina crusade of revengel! FHe sighedo_—ﬁe had his
orders, and being a military man, would follow them - whether he liked them or
not.

They eventually reached the headquarters situated in the capital city. Spock
noticed, ironically, that it was the same building that the Wlders had occupied
for the rumning of planetary affairs. The passages were overflowing with Humans
and Klingons and thelr Vulcan prisoners, who conveyud an uneasy air of detachment,
their faces unreadable; the flowing, colourful robes contrasted sharply with
the military dress of their captors.

Turning a corner, Spock stoppred so abyuptly that the two guards only
narrvowly avoided walking into him,

The trolley stood at the far end of the passage, in an alcove. ' The curtains
were not quite closed, and even at that distance Spock could not mistake the
small oval face, fair hair and perfectly shaped Buman ears. The lavghing hlue
eyes were closed for ever,

Spock was hardly aware of the sharp blows his guards dealt him, or the curses
as they pushed him ony he was only aware of the agony and despair creeping
through him, body and soul; eating at his wind. FHe wanted to shout out thai he
loved her and was sorry for any ancuish he had caused her, but he was a Vulcan
and could not ~ would not - give in to the emoticnal tide that washed over him.

Sarekl

The second shock hit him. His father, too would be either dead or dying.
The two people he most cared about were gone.

Through a green haze, Spock realised that he was standing in an office.
Kirk was behind the desk, filling in formes. Another man walked in, and Spock
saw that he was a doctor from the insignisz of his uniform. The docter hardly
glanced at the priscner as he walked ™ up %o the desk, but that he had noticed him
was obvicus from his first words.

"Hello, . Jime.  Brought in ancther one, have you?®

Kirk nodded. There were obviously more things on his mind than Vulcan
prisoners. "How's Anderson, Bones?h

The doctor shook his head. "He died.®

Kirk's face locked bleak. %Damn. ...1 gaw the woman cutside. Vas there
nothing you could have done for her?!

The doctor shook his head again. "Sorry, Jim. She lapsed inte a coma and




died shortly before you got back. What T would like %o know is what the hell
she was doing on this God-forsaken planet in the first place. All we know is
that her name was Amanda. Hell, T don't even know what killed her.®

"Wou did,”

Both men turned in surprises The doctor flinched st the unmistakeable
hatred blazing in the Tulcants eyes.

"What the hell is that supposed to mean?™ he blustered. 'She wasn't even
injured when they brought her in.® One wossibility cccurred to him. "Are vou
¥ ¥
a doctor?H

Kirk put a hand on his friend's shoulder. "Tske it easy, Bones. It wasn't
your fault.™ He moved to stand in front of the prisoner. "You heard Dr. MeCoy .
Explaini®

Spock stared into angry amber eyes, but they did not frighten him at all,
He wag in nc mood to be intimidated by that stare. "She was bonded to a Vulcan
in the true way. When one dies, as her bondmate has most probably done, the
other partner will also die.®

MloCoy exploded. Wihat's barbaricl™ he yvelled.

Spock lifted an eysbrow. "It is the Vulecan way. Did it not cccur to you,
when you helped the Klingons to wipe oubt the Romulans, that there were many
unaccountable deaths” Surely any civilised race would have wanted to find out
the answerl® o

In some part of his wmind Spock was shocked that he could behave in so
undignified a manner; openly sneering; but he was walking a very thin line
between reality and insanity. One of the guards cuffed him for his insolence,
making his head spin. When his eyes focused again, he saw that Kirk was looking
at him very thoughtfully, his eyves narrowed.

"You know & lot about this woman,® he said., "Who was she?d
2

She is...w88...0y mother.¥ Sanity snapped as he uttered those words, Bven
though his hands were still secured, Spock launched himself at Kirk, kicking out
and catching him in the ribs. Recovering his balance, Spock swung his leg hack
to deliver the ka'ifaz, a death blow, to the Human's heart. Ie never reached his
terget, The stunning effect of a phaser hit him in the middle of his back, and
he collapsed over Xirk's prone form, blackness closing over him and pulling him
down into the bottomless »it of hell.

Leonard McCoy clesed his gaping mouth and discovered that he could once more
move. The Vulcan's attzck had been as unexpected as it was sudden, immobilising
him for thoge few seconds. ¥He hurried over to Kirk's prone form, helping the
guards to drag Spockls body roughly off his vietim,

Although privately sywpathising with the Vulcan, lMcCoy growled, "Get that
Vulcan to a cell.” ¥e ran the medical scanner over Kirk's body. The two guards
dragged Spock out after summoning the orderlies from sickbay.

Kirk slowly came wound. e meoaned, and then his eyes snapped open. "Shitlw
he gasped. "That hurtsis

MeCoy put a hand on his shoulder, easing him back onte the flocr. "You just
lie gtill until the streetcher comes,™ he ordered. "That pointed-eared heathen
broke some ribs.t

Kirk grimaced. #H3cme ribs? They feel as 1if they were all bhroken.®
YeCoy smileds WWoutll live, Jim. Iuckily nothing punctured your lungg.®
Kirk looked round. “here ig he?®

"Tn a cell, where he belongs., Roberts phasered him before he had the
chance to have another go at you,®
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Kirk gave s crooked grin, "Punny thing is that on the way here, I was
wishing that he would reasct: do something, instead of just sitting there
quietly. Looks as if T got my wish,©

MeCoy did mot look impressed. He was sick of Vulean and Vulcans and the
whole messy business, e was a doctor; wviolent desth sickened him., He wag
constantly living in dread that one day Kirk would be killed. MeCoy could not
bear to think about that; but Kirk was the kind of person who aitracted trouble.
McCoy adso had the nagging suspicion that Spock of Vulean would affect their
lives, and that they had not seen the last of him. Te shivered, as if someone
had walked over his grave.

The orderiies arrived at last, and Kirk was whisked off to the temporary
sickbay, where MeCoy said he would remain until he thought Xirk could return to
worke Of course Kirk grumbled, but he knew better than to argue with McCoy.

Awareness returned through shifting grey fog. His head ached and in
struggling to rise, he felt nauseocus from the after-effects of the phaser. He

vas feeling cold and slightly hungry, and the useless thought that he needed a
shewer passed through his mind,

What distressed him the wmost was the memory of his attack on the Human, and
the anger which still burned within him. Anger or sorrow? XKaiidth! What had
possessed him to show such raw emotion? Iis hands still tied behing him, Spock
slowly rose %o his feet and moved across to the small window, gazing up at the
night sky through the hars.

His mother had often showvm him where her home rtlanet lay. That had been
when he was very young. ¥Te had often wondered if she was really happy on Vulcan.
She had been so different in many ways, and although she had never lost her Human
heritage, she had adr pted the Vulecan way of 1life without complaining. It must
have been very difficult for her, even though his father had really loved her.
There had been quite a scandal - and much disapproval ~ when Sarek had brought
hig Human wife home. Many had thought the warriage would fail. It had not, and
the arrival of their son had brought them even closer together.

Once more, the memories of his parents made Spock tremble with suppressed
emotion, Nol! Do not think of them! Their life has passed; they have escaped
the devastation, the suffering that those who survived must fzce. Think of
escape...and revenge? Iilogical. There is no place o escape to, Twven the
desert wastes of Vulcan were not safe from the Human le-matyas and their Xlingon
counterparts.

The deor banged open, startling Spock from his thoughts. It was the guards
and a young Vulcan hoy who, Spock guessed, was already in the role of a slave,
having tc push a2 trolley of food fo the prisoners. At the Humans! directions,
he placed a bowl of food vn the floor. His eyes caught Spock's, and there was
naked terror in fthem. #Hpockls face softened. ’

"E'landra, £'eit sum 'il shantaei.” Tt wes a wessage to keep courage, and
the boy nodded gratefully o him.

iout, youl"™ One of the guards pushed the boy roughly out of the cell.
"iaiking to others of your race is not allowed., Understood?®

Spock nodded. FMay T enguire = " was that sarcasm coming through? -~ #if
these restraints are to he removed?®

The guard shook his head and winked at his companion. "what do you want
them teken coff for? You can mange to eat without the use of your hands. Kneel
and eat iike the dogs you people arel® He lowered his volce menzcingly. PIf you
pray to any gods, Vulcan, 1T suggest you start now. T don't think Captain Kirk
is thinking very nice things about you at the moment...® With that, he and his
friend left, locking the old-fashioned door behind them.
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That was only the beginning., Wwhen the two guards realised that Kirk wag
not going o punish the Vulean, and seemed indeed to have forgotten all about him,
they decided to have some fun., They returned day after day to that isolated cell,
and handed cut their own kind of justice...

MeCoy finally'relent@d, and let Kirk out of gickbay on condition that he
took things easy. O course Kirk grumbled.

"Aw, come on, Bones, you know that we have only {ive days left to get our
quota of Vulcans off planet bafore the Klingons take over -~ and that means work!d

"Tet your stalf handle it. 7You have enough of them hanging around. doing
nothing," McCoy retorted,.

Kirk copened his mouth to protest, bul an incowing message from the Inter-
prise interrupted him., Xirk thumbed the intercom on his desk. "Kirk here. vhat
ig it, Lieutenant?® *

Uhura's voice drifted outl of the speaker. "We have received a priority
mesgsage from Admiral ¥omacl, sir. The Klingon High Command is getling impatient,
and although they are 'grateful' for our help on Vulcan, they are eager to stard
governing the planet. The Admiral has ordered us to leave in three days!' time,
Ve are the last ship here, sir -~ the Potemkin broke orbit twenty minutes ago.®

Kirk sighed. "lhank you, Lisutsnant. Tell Mr., Scott that we will start
beaning the prisoners shoard in five hours from now. FHave the security detail
stand by. Kirk out.” Fe fturned %o MeCoy. “Niplomats! Well, don't stand there,
Bones,; we have work to do. Any Physicals you can't finish here, will have to be
done aboard ship, never wind what the regulations state. T am not leaving any of
our glaves to the lingonsg,®

Two days later, with the Vulcans locked up aboard the nterprise, Kirk,
MeCoy and e security detail checked the building to see that everything had been
left in order. True to nature, McCoy had complained that it was hardly the work
of 2 Cepitain and Chiefl Surgson, buit as Kirk reminded him, it was ¥lingon policy
that the highest-rarking man check over any place they were leaving to zllies.
¥lingorn wrotoccl could he very amoying...

The lagt part of their wour covered the cells. Tach cell was checked snd
the forcefield discommsctad. Exiting the last cell, Xirk was about fo leave vhen
his eye cauvght sight of a doow at fthe far end of the corrider, "what's in there,
Saunders?™ he asked,

#1t's another cell, sir, but it wasn't used because 1t has no forcefield.®

¥irk nodded. FYou'ld bhetier check it out, though,” he ordered, turning away.
He and VeCoy were halflwey along the corridor when Saunders' exclamation brought
them to a halt,

What ig it?V Kirk demanded.
"Eir o~ uh - 7 think youtd bebter see for vourself, sir!®

wirk and MeCoy hurried back. "My Godl" was all that McCoy could think of

to says Kirk just stared, the Dlood draining from his face.

He was kneeling, Vulcan faghion, in the widdle of the floor. His hands
were still tied behind his back, and his feet were also tightly secured. Bowls
of food stood ingide the doox, obviously anct touched, and goin, bad. The cell
wag very cold.

The Vulecan did not move, even when Xixk faced him. He seemed to be in a
trance, his eves wide and axpressicnless; hig thin lips tinged green from the
cold. A dark bruise shadowed one cheekbone. Kirk stared in horror, recognising
the Vulcan who had sttacked him.




"Bones, I didn't order thisie

"I know you wouldn't, Jim, and neither did I. All T ordered was for him to
be locked up.® IMeCoy scunded grim. '

Kirk's eyes hardened, “Take those restraints off him.? Ie flipped open
his communicator. *¥irk 4o transporter rcom. Five to bean up. Lock onto these
co—ordinates and haves medical team standing by. Kirk out.”

A humming filled the roomi the occupants were each cutlined in s golden
hale which shimmered them into non-existence. Seconds later they rematerialisad
aboard the Enterprise, Saunders and the other guard supporting the catstonic
Vulcan. He was placed on the waiting trolley and rushed off to sickbay, McCoy
following.

Firk moved %o the wall intercom. "Kirk 4o bridge. Have all personnel
beamed upTv

Scottts voice ceme through. “Aye, Captain. You were the lagt.®

"You still have the con, Vr. Scott. Relay a message to Starfleet that the
Klingons now have possession of Vulcan, and prepare to leave orbit. I also want
security to arrest Lieutenants Roberts and Brown. They are to be put in the
brig and informed of their iwmpeading court-martial. Kirk ous,"

Scott was surprised at the coldness in Kirk's voice. What had those two
been up to? Waatever it was, Scott decided, he would not be surpriseds; hoth
men had a sadistic streak. Scott glanced at communications, Ml.ieutenant, you
heard the Capiain. First, though, get me security.?”

Kirk had first gone to his cabin to shower and change, and then he sent s
subspace message to Admivnl Xomack. By the time he had finished, the Interprise
was already well away from Vulcan,

Although he had not said anything, Kirk felt the same way about Vulcan as
FeCoy dids  He hoped he would never have the misfortune to encounter that planet
again. 5o much misery...and for what? ¥e could not help wondering if the
Klingons were not setting themselves up as the governing body of the FPederation.
They shouted of different atrocities, and the rest of the Federation Jumped to
attention. Wwhy did they pamper the Klingons so?

Vigionsg of Vulcan came back %o hin.

Slavery was o way of life, There had heen slaves before his grandfather's
time; so why was it worrying hiwm now? Tut he knew why. Gaining slaves the way
they had just done sickened him. Sighing, Xirk made his way to sickbay.

There were two gusrds outside the door., They stood aside and let him ing
Kirk went straight to the bed where the Vulcan lay.

They had cleaned him ups; his wrists znd ankles were bandaged. “he only
indication that he was still alive was the faint movement of his ribcage as he
breathed. What was umnerving were the eyes, still wide and empty. The 1ife
signs on the monitcr above the hed were very low. Please don't die on mel he
silently pleaded, not sure even of why it was so important to him that this
Vulcan should live. He turned anxious eyes to lcCoy as the surgeon came into
the room, ¥How ig he, loneg¥f

McCoy shook his herd. ¥% only know that he is barely alive.”® The doctor
looked sharply at Kirk, ills condition is almost the same as his mother's was -
this catatonic state. I don't know what to give him that won't kill him. We
know zo litile about Vulcan physiology. If he comes out of it, it will have 1o
be on his own." WMeCoy suddenly noticed the lines of fatigue on Kirk's face.
"Come ony Jim. I prescribe a drink for us both, and then twenty-four hours!
rest for you, Mitchell cen relieve Scotty,™ he added ¢uickly, seeing that Kixrk
was about to protest.




Kirk smiled. %After you, Doctor.,”

On entering MeCoy's office, Kirk called Scott and arranged for Mitchell to
take the con. Accepting the glass from MeCoy, he settled in a chair. A moment's
silence passed while FeCoy waited patiently for his friend 4o tell him what was
worrying him. Kirk eveﬂtuzliy broke the silence.

"You know, Dlones, I feel as guilty as hell about him. We've had slavery for
generations, but somehow the thought of Vulcans as slaves doesn't feel right. I
mugt admit that they frighten me; they seem so cold -~ o aloof. Iven when their
cities were flattened and they were taken ag slaves...even then there was no
condennation; no anger in their eves -~ nothings only that celd expressionless
gaze. As for him - ¥ Kirk nodded towards sickbay -~ "there wag nothing in his
eyes either, The sight of ShiKahr should have driven any patriot crazy, dbut
there was nothing, Only when he attacked me...and that wvas for a totally diff-
erent reasch...thhere was such hatred then, 1 feel as if I alone an responsibles
for his parents' deaths, the destruction of everything he knew..." He held out
his glass for a refill. Icloy replaced the bottle between them and waited for
Kirk to continue.

"When his name didn't appear on our ligts, I thought he was aboard the
Potemkin, and felt both sorry sond relieved.® Kirk paused and then looked up at
¥McCoy. I don't know vby but something draws me to him, as if we were destinad
ses Ohy hell, T don't kaow.? He blushed slightly at MeCoy's quizzical stare,
and then looked back at hiwm defilantly. %I have already decided to keep him,
When we reach Barth, he will work for my mother and Peter. In fact, I have

1ready spolken to Yom@ck - and since we are one slave over our guoia, I can have
him."

MceCGoy frowned. #Hiim, T hope you know what you are deing. Are you sure that
Pefer and your wmother cen handie him?"

Kirk nodded. "ihey will. Now il you will excuse me, I believe you told me
to rest. Let we know if there is any change.®

McCoy looked worriedly after the retreating back. ¥ I know there will be
trouble,¥ he muttered to hiwself. "That Vulcan smells of ftrouble. Welt it the
moment I laid eyes on him.®

He sat pondering for a moment, and then went to check on his patient. He
dismissed the guards - the Vulcan was in no state o cause trouble at the moment.
There was no change in his condition; he lay as McCoy had left him. ¥cCoy
checked the monitors, and, fastening a restraanf over the motionless form, went
back to his coffice. Iunmy, he did not feel tired azlithough he had not had &
decent night's sleep for weeks. ile pulled out & stack of reports and started
to work.

Two hours passed and MeCoy still sat at his desk, oblivious of everything.
4 shadow fell over the desk, and MeCoy looked up, expecting to see one of the
nurses. He froze in shock. It was the Vulecan, and McCoy immediately noticed
that he was out of his trenced state., v on earth did he get loose? McCoy
wondered, - “*

"You shouldn't be up,” he said, not knoving what else to say. 4 hand
reached out to him. T am about %o be murdered, he thought. Wwhy don't I shout
for help? The moment the thought occurred %0 | him, he opened his mouth to yell,
but before he had time bto ubber g gound, the Vulecan spoke,

"Hivyaler ala K'L en?®
MeCoy blinked. “vhat did you say?v

4 leook of uncertainty crossed the dark eyes. "W'yenth I, waler X'l en =sah!
adit.”

The Vulcants oubgtretched hand fell limply to his side and he stood thexre
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swaying for a moment before toppling forward. McCoy rocketed round his desk,
catching the limp forp before it hit the floor. He laid him down gently, running
a scanner over him. A% least he was still alive... Hitting the intercom

button, he called Christine Chapel, his head nurse.

"Get in here fast, Chris, T need your help.©

Between the two of them, they manoged to get the Vulcan back to bed. 'Keep
an eye on him," MeCoy said. "I have to call the Captain.®

Kirk was aroused from a deep sleep by the insistant buzzing of the intercom.
Cursing, he rolled over and flipped the switch. "Kirk here.n

"Sorry to wake you, Jim, but you did tell me to let you know when there was
any chenge in your Vulcan. Well, he's out of that catatonic state. Cave me the
fright of my life seeing him standing there..."

"Bones, how did he.e 7"

"Thought wy time had come! Stood there in a real menacing manner, spouting
gome gibberish, and then he collapsed.t

"I'1l be right down, Bones.v

Kirk dressed. quickly, and headed for sickbay. On entering the room, he
went over to the bed where HcCoy was fastening restrainers over the now moaning
Vulcan. "Ig he coming round™ he asked, -

McCoy finighed fastening the last strap. "No, but I'm not taking any more
chances. He broke the last lot, so I've added a stionger one.® McCoy told Kirk
in detail what had happened, finishing with, "Jim,; I have a suggestion. A Vulcan
will know what makes another Vulcan tick. Couldn't we ask another Vulcan what
state his mind is in? T know there aren't any of their physicians on board, but
wve could txy,® '

Kirk nodded. "It's worth a try, Bones. T!'1]l see to it." He paused by the
door. Nurse Chapel was doing her best to calm the now threshing figure.

We've brought such pain to these people, he thought, then comforted himself

with the thought that if he had been left for the Klingons to find, this one
would now be dead.

Firk arrived in the cargo ares, which had been reconstructed into a tempors
ary brig. GStraightening his shoulders, he walked between the cells, ignoring
the bland stares he received, until he came to one whose occupant was older than
the others. Motioning the guard to switch off the frrcefield, he stepped inside.

The Vulcan watched him with expressionless eyes. Alweys expressionless!
"What is your neme?V Kirk asked. :

"Sallorn.® The weply was soft as the Vulcan rose to his feet,

"There is a Vulcan in sickbay,® Kirk said. %His name is Spock. fHe is
desperately ill, but due to our ignorance of your race's metabolism, we do not
know how to treat him. We need your help.¥

Sallorn's eyebrows rose. %I am no physician,” he said.

T am sware of that,” Kirk replied, "but your presence might bring him
cut of i1t. I do not wish to lose him.®

Sellorn's cther eyebrovw joined its mate, but he nodded and followed Kirk
along the corridors 4o cickbay, a security euard at his back. 0On their arrival
in sickbay, McCoy tersely related to Sallorn what Spock's condition was.

"There is only one option open to me," Sallorn gaid, "and that is to
initiate a weld.®




MeCoy was instantly .suspicious. "hat do you mean?¥

Sallom represged a sigh, These Humans were so ignorant of Vulcan behaviour!
Although these ones,at least, admitted it. %It is the joining of two minds,
Doctors - T will have te enter his mind and try o guide him away from the cause
of his mental state. I only ask that you do not interfere, however long it takes,
or we may both die.®

MeCoy was incredulous. Y¥ou mean he can draw you down with him?®

BATTirmative.® Ballorn raised a questioning eyebrow at Kirk, who nodded.
He could see that neither Human really undersiood what he was about to do. Drawe
ing up 2 chair next to the bed, Sallorn flexed his fingers. He objected %o the
twe Humans being present at such a private act, but realised that they would -
never leave him alone with Spock - and better these two senior officers, who were
at least showing sowme interest in Spock's welfare, than a gecurity guard. He
spread his fingers and placed them on the meld points of Spock's teuple,

Dexkness. BRlack emply space cutting off 2ll escape. A pinpoint of light
glowed weakly ahead of him, but he could not reach it. Shapes started forming
round nim. They were unrecognisable at first, but then they began to take form -
Sarek, Amanda, T'Pau, T'Pring... They were all calling out to him, but he
couldn't heax them no watter how hard he tried; he only saw their mouths forming
his name over and over sgain. They started to fade, beckoning to him to follow,
but his body felt leaden and he could not move. He called out to them to wait,
but they started to shimmer, and then they disappeared.

UYew shapes formed in the space they had left, Two large lion-coloured eyes
formed, which looked inlo his very soul, accusing and condemring. Kaiidth, he
could not escape those eyes! Tven as he watched, they started to melt into
golden drops of fire vhich rained down onto his hody, scorching his flesh, Bvil
laughter surrounding him - the two guards degrading himg blow after blow.
Fgcape it! Close the wiand to everything: follow the path to the inner sanctum.
There you will be safe; they cannot touch you there. Sarek is dead. Amanda is
dead. Vulcan is no wmore. Vulecan is dead...dead...dead...

//Wo, Spockl Fight iti//
//T am hallucineting. They are not telepathic, Escapel//
//Spock - 1%t is T, your cousin Sallorn. Do not draw me down with you.//

give you permission teo weld. Tt may be too late for

"Sallorn = I did not
de not pull out immediately.//

you to withdraw if you
//T beg your forgiveness, and I grieve with thee at thy loss. TLet me help.//
//Bo.  vilthdraw,.//
//Hear me first, T beg thee.//
Silence. 'Then -- //Proceed.//

Salloxm gave s mental sigh'of relief. If Spock was willing to listen to
him, there was still & chance of giving him back the will to live. /e are on
board the Federation vessel, U.8.5. Fnterprise, heading for Barth. The captain
asked me to help you because they could not.// He felt a glight ripple of
surprise, then continued. //WQ have all been well treated, Spocky only. you
were not, and I do not think it was on the orders of this captain. But Speock,
ligten to me. 7Tulcan is not the conquered planet thait she seems to be. There
are still Vulcans who are free. They are in the deep areas of the desert, where
few Qutworlders #u3 they are at the cld S'Handaral camping grounds, swaiting
the chance to retaliate and dxive the Klingons from Vulean soil,//

//Tulcans?  Safe at ¥oon'et'larai? How do you know of this?//

//I was on my way back frowm there to help others to escape when T was
cavght., Let me tell wou of our plansu..//
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Kirk locked into sickbay for the tenth time. How long would this go on?
"Hones, how much longer must we walt?®

McCoy,y who had also been pacing restlessly back and forth, shrugged. “How
do T know? T'm only a doctor! Jim, why don't you just go back to the bridge?
I'11 cail you -~ 0

Kirk swmiled., ¥"Trying to get rid of me, Doctor?d

MeCoy did not weply. He locked back towards the bed. Roth Vulcans were
motionless, but beads of perspiration ran down Sallorn's face. I wonder what is
going on in there, McCoy thought. What a weird lot they arel

//Sallorn, what you suggest is illogical, but there is no other way.//

//So you agree? (Cood. VWe will all find a2 way to return to Vulcan, even
though more blood will be shed.// Sallorn gave another inward sigh. The greater
risk still lay ahead -~ ¢ lead Spock's mind out of the Xvwa'sshn -~ the ritual
Vulecan suicide. Sveck was se far into the Kwalsahn that he could not pull out
of it without help., Hallorn sent a nind-rippling quesition, and on feeling the
affirmative from Speck's mind, sent oul a strong invisible thread to bind Spock
more closely to him. This hond would be broken in the last stages of his return
to conscliousnesg,

The two gossamer threads surfaced, foliowing the path of Sallorn's entry.
//This is where T leave you, cousin.// S2llown said. //As T told you, I believe
this Xirk can be eazsgily handled. He has compassion, although he tries to hide
ity and I feel that he already has plans for you, T think you would be wige to
be careful of the Doctor; he sees more than he would have you think.//

//T will heed your advice, cousin., Live long and prosper, Sallorn of
Vulean.//

//Live long and prosper, Spock. HMay we meel again on our homeworld.//
Sallorn wrenched at the link, breaking and dissolving it as he left Spock's
mind, He was unable te prevent himself from crying oul from the intense and
sudden pain and he collansed, gasping for breath.

te slowly became aware of the Doctor and the Captain at his side, and sat
up, stemly contreolling himgelf. "It is done,’ he said., %He hags gone into a
light healing trance, and will awaken on his own.”

MeCoy was  taking readings with his scanner, and although most of them gtill
baffled him, he decided that the elderly Vulcan was correct. "what was wrong
with him?% he asked,

Sallorn hesitated, studying the two Tlumans, and decided to tell them the
truth. Lying did not come eagy to a Vulecan ~ and, illogical though it wasg, he
d¢id trust these two Humans. ‘e was deep into the Kwa'sahn -~ that is, suicide
by willing himgelf to die - and could not extricate himself without assistance.
I do not believe it was intenticnaly 1t was brought on by the shock of his
parents' death followed so quickly by the sbuse he suffered. It all resulted in
a traumatic collapse.” He waited for the comments he was sure would result.

Wou mean you could communicate with him, and he told you what happened to
him?? MeCoy asked incredulously. '

Sallorn nodded. Affirmatives wut he did not actually tell me; T saw
whnat happened in his mind.®

Kirk's lips tightened. PThe necessary steps are being taken,” he said.
Whe guards responsible are under arrest, and will be court-martialled for
acting as they did. T will personally see to it that they do not wriggle cut
of it." He smiled. #Thank vou, Sallorn.? He called the guard, and Sallormn
was baken back to his cell. He had exvected nothing more.
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“ack in his cell, Sallorn s:ttled himself to meditate. 30, the son of Sarek
still had a heart ruled by emotion, Ie had seen a great deal of his cousin's
conflicting emotions during the meld, Spock had been unaware that his shields
were all down, Sallorm admitbed to himself. Perhaps it would leave Spock better
prepared for what lay shesd of them. Sallorn allowed himself a fleeting smile,
Tes, it would be a long wait, but they would be rewarded in the end. Then both
Klingons snd Humans would find out what Valean revenge wWas...

On the third dey, Spock woke exhsusted but clear-headed from the healing
trance. Me took note of nis surroundings. fThis was obviously a sickbay. Yes -
Sallorn had sald they were sboard the Interprise.

The far deor opened and a young woman came in. She was dressed in nurse's
uniform. ¥ih -~ you're awske at last," she said. "Cood. I'11 call Dx, McCoy.n
She smiled down at him, which bewildered hims such interest and friendliness
towards a slave?

Murse Chapel checked the restraints, and then left the wroom. The Vulean
still looked terribly tired, she thousht; the three days that she had spent
caring for him had come %¢ meon something to her. She felt attracted to him,
Christine chided herself. We was, after all, a slave. Pity, She duly called
MeCoy,s then went back to the henk of monitors,

MeCoy came into the office., "i, Chris. %o our sleeping beauty has finall
. U &
decided to rejoin the living, Zet's have = look.®

He went into the room and looked down at the Vulcan. "How do gou feel?" he
asked gruffly.

A slanted eyebrow rose. Wianctional.®

MeCoy managed to hide his irritation. "yell, you have Sallorn %o thank for
that, not me," He fiddled with the dials above the bed. 5ije didn't know what
wag vrong with you - apart from the obvious. Jim was fit to chew steel when he
found out about it." ¥e locked at the readout once more and shrugged. 71 hope
you don't mean to make a hobit of this. 4 couple of days and you can leave
slekbay,”

Bpock did not have to ask where he would he moved to, but at least it seemed
that this time he need not fear the sort of abuse he had been subjiscted to on

1

Vulcan. Weariness overtock bim znd he drified off o sleep.

When he next awole, ¥eloy pronounced him fit., ie was fed, wsiven & standazd
slave coverall to put on, znd then he was escorted to the cell aTen.,.

Two ship days pessed. Te saw no-one except bhe guard who brought his food.
e spent most of the time meditating, slowly putting his thoughts in order,

It was during one of these sessions that he became aware of something missing.
The ship's engines were silent. They had to be orbiting HEarth,

On questioning the guard, he was told that the mzjority of the slaves had
already been beamed down 1o the aunction blocks., Te hoped that sll was well with
allorn,

Later that day, the remsinder of the slaves were herded past hig cell,
Nobody came for him,

He waited. What was in store for him?
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Captain James T. Kirk left the bridge and made his way to the Doctor's
cabin. The door slid open when he buzzed, and he walked in.

"Hello, Bones, are you ready?"

MeCoy looked up from the case he was closing. "Sure thing, Jim. Just
rutting in wmy portable fishing rods. Can't go without my fishing gear.” Kirk
noticed with amusement that the case only just closed. The Doctor always managed
te take more stuff than was necessary. "Are you sure your family won't mind my
coming? It's going to be a big enough shock being saddled with that poker—faced
Vulcan of yours.”

Kirk laughed. "“Come on, Bones. Mom knows that we're coming, and she knows
about Spock.n

"Right then. Letl's go fetch your wonder boy and head for the hills.®

The two men left thelr baggage at the transrorter room and then made their
way to the cargo area. "what was his reaction to learning that you own him?"
MceCoy asked.

Kirk grinned. "He dossn't know yet.”
"What?" MeCoy was incredulous. "Oh, boy! This, I don't want to missim

When they reached the cell, the guard switched off the force field and they
went in. Spock rose from the floor and waited.

Kirk cleared his throat. %Spock, you are coming with me. You are now
legally my property, and I have decided that you can work on my mother's farm.
You will be responsible to her when I am not there.®

Spock's eyebrows rose, but he said nothing. Obediently, he let Kirk put a
restrainer belt round his waist, and followed Kirk and the disappointed McCoy
to the transporter rcom. Picking up the two indicated suitcaszes he took his
place on the platform. Seconds later, he was, for the first time, on his mother's
home planet.

They made their way through the crowded spaceport to the rented aircar
parking lot. After settling the bill and making arrangemenss for the car's
return, they were on thelr way, with Kirk driving.

Sitting in the back with the luggage, Spock ook no interest in the
spectacular view of Iowa spread beneath him. He was already formulating a
plan of escape.

If Kirk's new slave showed z lack of interest in the surrcunding countryside,
neither Kirk nor MeCoy noticed. They were eagerly discussing their plans for the
next few days. There would be days of fishing for Mcloy, and days of hiking for
Kirk, In between their discussions, Kirk would point out interesting landmarks
to his friend, forgetting how many times he had already pointed them out to
McCoy on previous visits,

“"There's the farm, Bones,®

McCoy nedded, and then remembering the Vulcan for the first time, twisted
around in his seat. ¥YThat's to be your new home, Spock. You couldn't find a
better place to be.v

spock could think cof 2 much better place ~ hiz own home - but he adopted the
role of a docile slave, Indeed,™ he said, and then remembered to add "sir.®
McCoy looked at him sharply, but said nothing more.

Xirk landed cleose to the farmhouse, cutting the engine. After telling
Spock to bring the lugpage, he and MeCoy went up to the house. The front door
burst open and his mother rushed to meet them,

"Jimmy! You're earlier than I expected. And Dr. Meley, tool 0Oh, dear,
what a sight I must lookl®
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‘Kirk laughed with delight and swung his wother vound. He gave her a big
kiss and then placed her back on her feet., "You look fine, Mom. Ti's great
to see you again.’

Mcloy stepped forward., Mas Jim saild, it's good to see you, Ma'lam.?

Alice Kirk beamed happily at the two of them, and then her eyes caught
sight of the solitary figure standing in the background, two sultcases in his
hands. "Is that the new glave, Jimmy?" she asked. ‘

Kirk started in surprise. In the mad xush of welcome he had forgntten
Spock. "Oh, yes. Spock, come here please." When the Vulcan had walked over,
he introduced him to his wother. "Spock, this is Mre. Kirk, from whom you will
be taking orders wvhen I am not here.”

Spock inclined his head. "Madam," was all he said.

Well, Spock, you can take the cases upstairs," Alice Kirk said. "Petra
ig in the kiftchen. Tumm left at the end of the passage. She will show you
where tc put them and then get you settled.”

After Spock disappeared into the house she put an arm round each of the
men. "I bet you are bhoth hungry. T don't think Starfleet feeds you pecple
well enough. Into the house, both of youl®

Laughing, they went inside.

Spock had no troubls finding the kitchen or Petra. She was busy mixing
dough when he walked in,

whe might you bhe?" ghe asked, hands on hips, lgnoring the flour that she
was depositing on her clothes.

TTam the NeW...slave.” The word was difficult to say. "My name is Spock.
I was told that you would show me where to put the Captain's and Dr. McCoy's
luggage...also, where 1T an to stay.”

Petra smiled. "Follow me, Spock.’

He followed her into the hall and up a2 wide staircase. The house was old,
the floors wade of wood, as was the ceiling which was supporied by large wooden
beamg. The cases were depcsited in the twe bedrooms, and he followed her back
downstairs.

They went through the kitchen, out of the back door into a courtyard. On
the far side stood & long, low building. There was only one door, as far as
Spock could make out. All the windows were barred. Imtering the building, he
saw that there was a central corridor with rooms copening off it. Petra led him
to 2 room at the far end-of the corridor. ™This will be your room," she said.
After you have freshened up, come back to the kitchen and T'1l give you something
to eat.”®

Spock slowly surveyed his surroundings. The room consisted of a bed, a
tahle and a2 small cleset. Ancther Zoor led into a small wash arvea equipped with
a hydro shower and a toilet. He was surprised that such luxury existed for
glaves, A4 clean coverall had been laid out on the bed for him. ¥irk had
certainly been thorough in his instructions.

After showering and changing, Spock returned to the kitchen where Petra
greeted him with a plate of food and tea. He picked at the vegetables and left
the rest.

"pon't you like the stew? Petra azsked.
"T apologise. Vulcans do not eat meat,™ Spock told her.

She smiled. "hen't worry. I'L1 remember, now that I've been told. I'm
surprised I wasn't warned.” -
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"I am not sure if Captain Kirk knows, although Dr. McCoy certainly does,.”

Petra nodded, and gave him some more vegetables. "When you've finished you
cen catch up on some sleep, They won't be needing you today. We can leave the
introductions to the other slaves for tomorrow."

Spock was grateful for the respite. After finishing bis meal he returned
to his room and settled down to meditate.

After a superb supper, McCoy, Kirk and his mother returned to the living
room for coffee. "That mezl was great;" McCoy said. "My compliments to the
chef, ™

"I am glad you enjoyed it, Doctor. What are you two going to do tomorrow,
Jimmy 7%

"Tknow what Bones is going to dol!l" Kirk replied. ‘'Head for the fishing
area - eh, Bonesg?"

Sure am, I didn't bring wmy fishing gear for nothing! Wow, if you two
will excuse me, I'm going to bed."

After McCoy left, Kirk and his mother sat in companionable silence for a
while. Alice Kirk finally broke the silencs.

"™hat is Spock like, Jim?®

Kirk frowned. %I don't really know. Quiet, calculating like all Vulcans,
I guess. Mot very much is known about them, except what the Klingons have said.®

Alice Kirk frowned. She neither trusted nor liked Klingons. “iWhat have
they said?h

Kirk looked irritated. "Mom, surely you waich the news! The alrucities
the Vulcans dealt out ‘o occupied Klingon territories, murdering innocent
civilians. Then there was the space piracy. That had to be stopped. Once
allied with the Romulans ~ who, I might add, were guilty of the same crimes -
there would have been no stopping them. They would have endangered the entire
safety of the galaxyl™ He got up to stand by the window.

"So," Alice Xirk saild, “two races are massacred,subjugated and taken into
glavery on the word of the Klingons." An uncomfortable silence ensued. "Jimuy,
why did you buy him?¥

Kirk turned. %If I tell you that something compelled me, would you believe
me’?H

"Tr. MeCoy told me that he attacked you ~ and you still felt compelled to
buy him? I think it is more than that.®

"Such as what?® Xirk snapped.
"That, my dear; is something you will have ts work out by yourself.®

Kirk went over to his mother's side. "Don't worry. Keep the restrainer on
him and everything will be fine." HHe kissed her cheek and went off to bed.

"You are such a fool ot times, my son,” Alice Kirk said aloud to the closed
door. "Keep an animal shackled and he will still turn on you. When you leave,
that resirainer comes offl¥

spock found no peace in meditation that night. He finally gave up and went
to bed, but sleep alsc eluded him. The restrainer round his waist was uncomfort-
able. Tt was a flat helt worn under clothing, so it was still possible for
the wearer to change clothes without the belt being removed. It was alsc waters
proof - enabling the wearer to shower without fear of being electrocuted.

Spock finally fell asleep, umaware of the other slaves going to their rcoms,
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or even of the figure that looked in on him before the slaves' quarters were
secured for the night,

Peter ¥irk greeted his grandmother with affection, '"HAil, grandma. I see
Uncle Jim and Dr. MeCoy heve arvived. Sorry I wasn't here, but we had to track
that cow quite a way before catching up wiith her.”

Alice Kirk looked at her grandson equally affectionately. He looked so
mich like his father, but fortunately lacked Sam's poor character. After hisg
parents' tragic death, she had raised him and knew that he loved the land as
mach as she did. At least there wag one menmber of the family who was not space
happy.

"Have you checked on the new glave?" she asked.
“Yeg. VWhat work do you want him to do?®

#ilell, ag he ig alien to our farming methods, it might be a good idea 1o
take him with you to checl the fences.” Peter nodded. "Here," she said., "Thatl
is the spare key for the beld he has on.®

Her grandson eyed it with disgust., "Don't worry - as soon as your uncle
has left, we will remove 1t.7%

Thus started the days of Spock's enslavement. He was rouged early the next
day, and over breakfast in the slaves' eating room was introduced to the other
slaves, There were five othersy; Petra he had already wmet. Teena wags another
female, of {ricn stock, who worked in the house. Then there were two elderly
Andoriansg, Sheelav and Shills whoe helped Petery, and lastly the old gawdsner,
Voyran, whose ancesiyry Spock could not guess and who had been enslaved so young
that he himgelf did nct know. From the way they talked of their owners and
their work, 8Spcck realised that they were content to he where they werey Alice
Kirk, it seemed, was & good and kind owner.

%0 bhe it; he thouzhit. T the other slaves were content, it meant that it
would be easier for him to escape. Put not vet., He would bide his time until
the hest opnortunity presented itsell, and then he would return home. It would
not be eagy. It would be illoglcal fto imegine that it could be, but he would
manage, and with thosge still on Vulean, he would help to pui Sallornt's plan into
proper working order.

Kirk sat with his back resting against a ftree trunk, From the position he
was in, ths view was stimnlating.

The dayse had passed rapidly snd on the following day he and MeCoy would
return bto the Fnterprise.

o figures rode into visw below., It was Peter and Spock. Over the past
few daysg, the Vulcan had fallen easily intc the routine of farm life, and on
asking Peter, ¥irk had heard that he was a good worker who seemed to do every-
thing with easge. He even seemsd to be the better rider; even though Kirk knew
that the Vulcan had never been on 2 horse in his life bhefore,

Kirk had also been stesdily avoiding the Vulcan, and he realised that it
was gullt that he felt whenever ne saw him. Had his mother seen, with her
female intuition, that he carried this terrible burden of guilt? Would he
prefer the Vulcan as friend rather than slave?

Kirk stood; and swinging himgelf into his saddle, rode down the hill to the
two figures busily mending a fence.

As he rode up, Febten put down the welding laser and came forward o greetb
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him. Spock looked up once, then continued welding his piece of broken fence.

"Hello, Uncle Jim.¥ Peter smiled up at him. ¥If you've come to help,
you'lre too late. Spock and I have just ahout finished here,?

Kirk laughed. “'Work' is a dirty word to me when I'm on shore leave.!

Peter grinned. ¥I bet Dr. MeCoy is fishing again, or else you wouldn't be
looking for cowmpany!®

"Actuslliy, he chased me away; said I was frightening the fish with all of
my chetter,? ¥irk said.

e won't be much longer,¥ Peter told him, picking up the laser. "Then we
can all go home for a wellwearned coffee.' He turned back to the fence.

“Peter, don'tin

Kirk looked up, startled, in time to see Spock's hand clamp down over his
nephew's wrist. His momentwn carried them both to the ground.

Graceful as a cat, Spock was on his feet helping Peter hefore Kirk could
reach them., "My apologies, sir,” Spock said. 7I regret kncclking you down, but
you apparently failed to notice that piece of uninsulated cable.®

Peter rubbed his wrist. “You've right, I didn't notice it. Thank you,
Spock = you saved my life,®

Kirk noticed the finger imprints on his nephew's wrist. “You Q.,K,, Peter?
he asked, remembering the unleashed strength the Vulcan had demonstrated on him,
Peter nodded. "Good. Pack up and we can go home.”

While waiting for Spock to collect the tools, Kirk could not help wondering
wiy the restrainer had not halted the Vulcan. The strength of the one Spock had
on should have stopped any sudden movement. Thank goodness it hadn't.

On reaching the house, ¥Hirk sent Peter inside and then walked to the stables
with Spock, leading his own horse. Once there he twrned to the Vulcan, "Take
of f your shirt,” he snapped. #I want to check that belt,w

Fyebrows climbing, Spock did as he was told. “Just as I thought,” Kirk
sald. "The belt isn't working.” Spock looked innocently at him. Taking the key
from his belt, Kirk unfastened the belt. ©0,K.," he said gruffly. It can stay

of f for the meoment.®

Spock rave an inward sigh of relief. Ile had neutralised the belt that very
morning with the aid of one of the welding lasers before riding out with Peter.
He did not relish the thought of going through that again. It was also with a
certain amount of relief that he remembered that Kirk and MeCoy would be leaving
the next morning. He gol the impression that Kirk could read him very well, no
matter what barriers he erected,

As Spock set about rubbing down the horses, he failed %o notice Kirk watch~
ing him with a very thoughtful expression.
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Kiilon shifted his feelt uncomfortably. Thank Kohl that this was his last
stint of guard duty. fTomorrow he would turn his back on this planet for the
last time. o more guarding of ammunition dumps for him - he would he returning
home to the Klingon “mpire. ¥Xillon nodded in satisfactiong he would probably
et promotion, as every warricr returning home had been rewarded for fighting so
valiantly for possession of this planet. Killon let his thoughts wander to
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T'Rilla, He would lesve her behind. Vulcan women were too cold,

Unfortunately for ¥illon, he never received his promotion. Iis reflexes
were too slow, and he died before he hit the ground, his neck broken. Shadowy
figures, as silent as szehiats, slipped into the ammunition dummp and as silently
departed again. PMoments later, an explosion shook the ground and Vulcan's
night sly 1it up.-

It was only the begimming...
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Spock shovelled the last bit of snow from the pathways.

e had been on the farm for eight Farth months. ‘The day before, he had
heard Mrs. Kirk inforwing Peter that her son would be coming home for a short
visity 11 wag nearly time for him to arrive,

Rumours had been filteving through of unrest on Vulcan., An elusive group
had been sabetaging the Klingon camps. Because of the number of Vulcans on
Tarth, Spock knew that he would have to escape soon, before security was
tightened around the snaceports.

As the days passed 3pcck continued with his work, and if he was nervous,
he did not show it. He had set himself apart from the other slaves, and they
left him alone, respecting his solitude. fThe only two he really talked to were
Kirk's wmother and Peter. Fe rwespected them both, and they, in turn, gave him
more and more freedom avound the farm -~ and they had never made him wear the
hated restrainer belt,

When ¥irk arrived, Spock nobiced, with s certain unVulcan irritation, that
McCoy wes once more with him, Mo matier: he could be dealt with,

Thet night, after the slaves had been locked in, Spock waited for the main
house to settle down. As the last light was switched off, he carefully checked
his bag of stolen supplies and then eased the loosened bars from the window.
Slipping through, he quietly »eplaced them and then threw a plundered flare inte
the room. It landed neatly in the middle of his bed, igniting the bedding. The
smoke sensors set off the alarmg as the noise sliced through the night 3Spock
melted into the shadows, Iet it workl! he breathed.

Kirk bolted upright in bed. Red alert! Then he remembered where he Wass
at home in Towa. It was the fire alsiwml ILooking through the window he saw
smoke pouring out of the slaves' quarters. Throwing on his clothes he raced
into the corridor, colliding with MeCoy.

yhat's cocing on® Meloy demanded,

FPirel™ Kirk yelled., 'Mother, Pebter, fire in the slave's quarters! Ve
must get them outl®

He raced out of the house to the low building, unbolted the wain door, and
counted the slaves ag they ran oub. Five!

d-

Spock! He raced ic the end door and flung it wides; he was forced to his
knees by the blast of fiames asnd smoke. The room was an inferno. #Spock!®

It's toe late, Jim." JicCoy was at his side. "Come - we must hurrys this
whole section is goling tc come down.™

By the time they both got out, both men were coughing and wiping smoke-filled
eyes. McCoy guided Eirk to the side of the stables, setting him down. #¥ou
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catch your breath, Jim, T'11 see what I can do.”

Kirk nodded weanily. He cloged his e¢yes. @God, how did this happen? After
a minute he got to his feet =nd was on the point of going to help when a crushing
grip cloged around his arm, and before he could cxy out, iron fingers gripped
him at a point behind his neck and he knew no more,

Hoisting Kirk's wnconscicus body over his shoulder, Spock slipped arcund
the corner to vwhere the aircar was parked. UHe had not been able to get hold of
the keys, but he was certain that he could get it started. Dumping Kirk's body
inte the back, he slid under the console, reaching for the comnecting wires.
The engine fired.

"hat's far enough, Spockl®

Spock sighed and climbed out of the aircar to stand in front of McCoy, who
was pointing 2 phaser at him, As McCoy moved towards him, Spock wmoved. WwWith
lightning speed he brought his raised arm down across the Doctor's shoulder.
MeCoy collapsed unmoving in the snow.

#You will never learn, Ioctor," Spock said. Rebtrisving McCoy's phaser, he
ciimbed back into the airvcar and flew off,

The farm was far behind them when 3pock finally landsd. He dug oul az pair
of restrainer cuffs from among his stolen supplies and fastened Kirk's wrists.
Tt would not do to be attacked while piloting the aircar! He made Kirk as
comfortable as possibie on the back sesbt, strapping him in, For his own safety,
and mine, he thought. Ie Tthen took cut an aerial map to plot out the safest
route to the spaceport,

A small scuffling sound made Spock turn in his seat, to be confronted by a
pair of angry hazel eves. He stared back calmly.

iWhy, Spock?®" The anger in Kirk's voice was unmistakeable.

T needed g diversion. pomeone could have seen me leaving and raised the
alarm. Bverybody needed to be occupled. As for yourselfl, it was a temptation
I could not resist.” e rapised a sardonic eyebrow. HYour friend Dr. VcCoy
nearly ruined everything. 1 regret that he will have a2 headache.®

Kirk sgirained at his bonds. "What do you hope to achieve? Do you know the
penalty for rupawasy slavestt

-

Spock nodded, “ATfirmative ~ but we will not be caunght.®
Kirk was surpriged at the optimism of that remark. Mhere do you think you
can hide? The autherities are nmost probably looking for us by now.”

"That is true,¥ the vulcan acknowledged. "We had better proceed to the
gpaceport with no further loss of time,w

Kirk locked puzsled., ~The spaceport? he asked,
Spock's eyebrows vose, Ylndeed, Captain. How eise do we get to Vulcan?®

Xirk was speschless for o moment. "Tulcan? You are plamning to steal =2
spacecralt?" Spock nodded. TAnd you are going to force me to go with you to
Vulcan®® Spock nedded again. #Dam you to hell, Spock! I will never forgive
you for thisl® he snarled, :

Spock's eyes went cold and his voice even colder, "As T will never forgive
what has been done to my psople and my planet.®

"You will never zet away with this," Kirk said after a moment.

Ko We will geel.®

e will see, Jim

¥eCoy nursed an aching head and shoulder. "What a fool I wasl® he groaned.
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"I should have phasered him when I had the chance.m

Alice Xirk took his hand., “Don't blame yourself, Doctor., The authorities
have been alerted.® :

The door opened and Peter came in. “There's no sign of him," he said.

FMeCoy scowled., “What's the use? That aircar's hundreds of kilometres
away by now."

Peter sheook his head, glancing at hig grandmother. oI was referring to
Uncle Jim,*

FcCey was confused. “Are you telling me what I think you are? That Jim
is missing?®® Peter nodded, and a cold hand clutched at MceCoy's stomach. He had
left Jim at the stables, and the aircar had been around the corner. "Ohy no,"
he breathed. "Spock has got himlw

Alice Kirk looked troubled. "We don't know for sure,” she said.

MeCoy stood, a wovement that shot pain through his head, but he ignored it.
"Well, T am sure. That blasted Vulcan has kidnapped Jiml®

Spock blinked in disbelief and raised the night glasses to have another
lock, Yesg, he was not mistakeny it was his father's private shuttle!

The Surak sat gleaming on her launch pad, and Spock was almost tempted to
believe in luck. He sat back in the long grass, pondering on how %o get into
the spaceport's private enclosure. That was the wa'n obstacle... He could not
cut the fence, as that would surely set off an alayrm; besides the fence was
sure to be electrified. Io dismissed the idea of simply flying over the fence,
as that would aiso be prohibited. No ~ there was only one way to get in. Rising
to his feet he went back to the aircar, where XKirk greeted him with hostility.

THatisfied?” he asked, “You must realise now that there is no way you can
get in without being delbected,®

"Tou are corrects that ig why we will drive in,®

Kirk's eyes widened, 7You are going to drive in? You must realise that T
éT s
will give the alarml®

3

"1 do," Spock sald. "I wegret what I must do." IHe stretched out a longe
fingered hand and once more demonstrated the neck pinch on ¥irk. Then, unfasten-
ing his hands, he propped Kirk up on the back seat and started the motor. Glide
ing up to the entrance, he stopped, waiting for the guard to come oub, feeling
slightly spprehensive. ¥He did not dwell on the thought of what would happen %o
him if he was caught.

At the guard's gesture, he siid the door back and handed him Kirk's IT card,
thanking providence that the Captain had hagd it on him., "My master has been...
overinduiging in alcohol,” he said; seeing the guard's eyes narrow at the sight
Of I{irko

"What is your destination, Vulcan?" he snapped. He obviously felt that it
was not fiftting that he ghould have to talk o a slave.

lairo,™ Spock lied essily, thankful that his wother had taught him some=-
thing about her planet.

" Wyhat craft?d

Would he know the owners of the various craft? Spock calmed his imner
panic. PThe Surak,® he gaid,

He felt guite weak when the guard handed the ID back and waved him through.
He manoeuvred the aircar towards the Surak, parking it some distance from the
landing pad. Dregging Kirk's limp form from the car, he hoisted him over his
shoulder, and taking the bag of supplies, approached the shuttle. The door was
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locked, but his father had irstalled a lock override system that the Harthers
would not know about. ile coded in the number sequence and the door slid open,
Locking it behind hin, he deposited Hirk in the sleeping cabin, securing his
hands and fastening him dova fo the bunk. He then went %o the controls to plot
thelr course., He calculated that they would only just reach Vulcan on the
amount of fuel availsbley luckily the uman owner had left the Surslk with an
slmost full fuel core.

The space controller suspected nothing, and gave clearance for takewoff,
Poewer was fed into the engines, and the graceful cralft lified off, Spock fired
the toosters and they laft Jwrtq'% atmosphere, breaking through her gravitational
oull, heading for deep space.

High sbove the farth, The U.S8.8. Interprise floated gracefully against the
jewel- studded background. Lisutenant-Commander Montgomery Scott sat in the
Captain's chalr watching the shuttle's pagsage azcross the main viewscreen., 0Och,
that is g ponny craft, he thought., ITdly, he wondered where she was hesding. de
was anxious for his own beloved ship to head back into space. Never mind -
only two more days until the Capitain and Dr. FeCoy returned.

Kirk lay fuming on the burnk, On regaining bis senses he had realiged that
he was on board a spncécralt, and unable to free himeselfl; he lay cursing Hpock.
He felt the engines vitrate and the G-force of take-off, lMoments, later, they
were in space.

¥

My God; he's done itl He wondered vaguely what Spock was going to do with
hime 1 mist Try to soove, he thought, his mouth set in a grim line. Spock
could not keep an eyve on nim all the time; flying the craft alone would take
mzch of his time and concentration. The engine beat changed, ¥irk felt mild

gurprise, recognising wazp drive, $o -~ this was a long-range craft.

The click of the lock brought him back from his msing., He glanced up as
Spock entered., Congratulations,” he said. "I did net think that you weould
pull it off.%

Spock's eyebrows rose. He did not comment on the fact that he had had some
doubts as well, He bhent over and unfastened the straps, then unfastened ¥irk's
cuffs. "You must be hungry,” he said.

Eirk, rubbing his wriste, onodded. ‘'Wes, I am,V

Spock left, locking the door hehind him, Lo fetch some food., Xirk sat on
the edge of tha bunk. vre ves noething that he could use as a weapon, so he
would have to try to Junp the Volcan before they were ftoo far from Earth.

Spock soon came back wibth g tray of food., "Thank you," Kirk said, trying
to behave normally. e needed the element of surprise. A4S Spock turned, Kirk
launched himself at the Ywican. They both hit the floor, and Kirk chopped his
hand down on the Vulcan's neck, and knew instently that he had wmisgjudged. His
blow caught Spock on the sheonlder ingtead of the viital pressure peint. The
next moment he found himsell [lat on hig back, his arms pinioned in a2 crushing
grip. BRiting his lip, hne cooumnuod to %truggle9 but the Vulcan's strength was
too mach for him.

BYou are only hurbing yourself, Captain. I suggest you behn e yourself.®

Kirk's mouth curled in 2 saeer. “ihat are you going to do, Spock?" he spat.
fut me to hed without any supveryd

gpock looked at hiw calmly. #That can always be arranged.®

T promige you, Speck,” Kirk said, "that I will obstruct you at every chance
I getl®
An eyebrow lifted. In one swift movement Spock was on his feet, pulling

Kirk up in a vice-like grip, and slapping the restrainers back on the [uman's
wrists., 7T regret doing this,” he sald, the wmemory of his own captivity back on
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Tulecan still etched sharply on his wmind, "but you leave me no choice. You will
still be able to eat with those on. The sanitary facilities are through that

door; unfortunately there is only a sonic shower, so I suggest you check the
setting before uging it.©

He left, locking the door, and to Kirk it tolled 'sbandon all hope'!. He
stared at the door, at the food, at the bathroom door, at his shackled wrists.

He had never felt s0 miserable in hig life.
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The Jjourney to Vulcan was frustrating for Kirk. He saw little of Spock,
and spent most of his time either sleeping or pacing the small cabin for
exercise., He was sick of the synthetic food that the Vulecan brought hims but
most of gll he longed for company. At times he was tempted to ask Spock to stay
and talk, but each time he remembered his humiliation, and anger stopped him.

On the fourth day out from Farth, Kirk was rudely awskened. The shuttle
gave a shuddering lurch, throwing him from the bunk with a resounding thump.
Now what? he thought, grimly hanging on to the edge of the bunk as the crafi
continued 4o twist and roll. fhen the shuttle levelled out and Kirk dragzed
himself to his feet, only to be thrown off “Dalance once more by further jolt-
ing. "There was a terrific bump, and then nothing, as the engines cut out.
Warily, Kirk climbed %o his feet once more, bruised and shaken., He went to the
porthole; and his throat and chest constricted. Sand ~ as far as the eye could
588,

"Welcome to Vulcan, Captein,” the soft voice said.
Kirk turned to see Spock standing at the door. He said nothing.

T apologise for the rough landing, but there was insufficient time to
warn you,®

ow what, Spock™!® Kirk asked.

Spock ushered him out of the cabin to the shuttle's hatch. Tnfastening the
hatch, he sghouldered s bap, then motioned Kirk out. He keved the door closed,

and vnfastenad the restraiuers from Kirk's wrists,.
At least answer wy question, Spock,” Wirk said. "What now?®
Twe dark eyes surveyed him calmly. "MNow we walk, Captain.n

Spock started scross the desert, and shrugging helplessly, Kirk followed.

The twin suns beat down unmercifully on Kirk's back. His feet were hurting,
and he had a raging thirst. Inwardly, he cursed the Vulcan. They had been walk-
ing for hours, and Spock did not look tired.

Finally even pride could do no more. "Spock, please,¥ Kirk gasped. ¥I- -
can't go any further.w

Spock paused. “fhere is an ocvterop of rock over the next dune. We will
rest there,”

Kirk gritted his teeth and concentrated on pubtting one foot in front of the
other. They finally reached the outcrop, and he sank down gratefully.

e will wait here for the sun te set,¥ Spock said, "Travelling at night
will be easier for you,% He handed Kirk a flask of water, which the Human
swallowed carefully, savouring each drop. After a while he lookedrzt the Vulcan



crouched on the sand hegide him,

“Uhy did you remove Jhc restraints? Aren't you afrgid that I111 try to
escape?

BSpock raised a now familiar eyebrow. "Where would you run to, Captain?®
he countered,

Kirk looked at the endless desert stretching in all driections. #Point
taken, ™ he said. Then his eyes narrvowed. "Would it not have been easier Lo
fly the shuttle to mhefover you are taking me? Or to have waited beside the
eraft until nightfallwy

Spock studied the tops of his boots. ¥YKirk, there seem to be an unreason—
able number of wilitaxy comps on Vulcan. The shuttle's sensor picked them Ul
The reason fox that uncomfortable landfall was because we nearly ran into a
nest of Klingon battlecruisers, I do not think that we were detected, but I
cannot be sure. To stay by the shuttle would not have been logical. T feaxv
that they are massing for another long-range attack.®

Kirk was puzzled,. rock, Vulcan is uader Xlingon mule. Naturally they
will have garrisons hewe.- and due to the local uprisings, they need more men
than would otherwise be the case,’ he explained.

Spock stared at ile knew that the Fuman would not believe him, but
the jlgsaw was taking s 2y eanch plece fitting in neatly. o, he would not
tell Kirk yet. He mugt Plsgt bear more from his people at Koon'et'larai. Wiry
to sleep,™ was all he sald., *“You will need all your strength for the walk
ahead.”

Kirk needed no second bidding. He was exhausted.

Herevisk
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Toix daysl® MeCoy ranted. ¥"Six days, Scotty, and they have found nothing!®

Scott stared moodily into his glass. "iye, they could be anyvhere,
Leonard., They may not even be on Tarth.v

HcCoy's eyes widened. “Heotty = you don't think that Spock could somehow
have teken Jim to Tulcan?h

Scott nodded. “Itt's poseible,w
A1l ships were checked,! Mooy protested.

Montgomery Scott went very still. He. vecalled five days age. He was in
the comand chair, and a sleek shuttle had passed the main viewscresn. “what
about private shuttles,; Ieonawd?® he agked. e jumped to his feet and snapped
on the intercom, “Lt. Uhuwrs, get me Admiral Westeon.®

MeCoy locked bafiled. FWhat's geing on?' he asked.
TTE T'm right,® Scott saild slowly; "the Captain is already on Wlcan.®
"Seottys you're not maicing sense,’ MeCoy protested.

Scott waved him into silence =8 the intercom bleeped. "Mr. Scott," Uhura
sald, "Ihave Admiral ¥Weston; vpiping through now.®

The Admiral appesred on the viewscreen. "No you have any further news,
Mr, H5cotity" he enguired.

Mo, but IT've rencmberad something, Admiral,” Scott said. "Pive days ago
a private shuttle passed the Interprise heading into deep svace. I saw her, siv
- and I helieve the Captain wag on beard.?
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The Admiral looked irwitated. YReally, Mr. Scott, many private shuttles
leave Earth. How can you be sure that Captain ¥irk was on board this one?
These craft have thelr own coded lock systemi nobody can steal o shuttle these
days. Besldes, the guard would not let a Vulcan through -~ and Xirk would have
been hampering him asg well,®

Scott nodded. YAye, six, T know all that; btut what if it was a Vulcan
craft? Couldn't you meke suretd

Admiral Weston looked thoughtful. “It's a long shot, Lieuntenani~comnander,
but we may as well check it out,¥ The screen went blank.

*I hope you're wrong, Scolty,’ MeCoy groaned. "ATre you sure that it vas a
Vulecan craf+?w

Aye, Leonard, that I am, It dida't penetrate at first ~ but then T didna!
know the Captain was wissing when I saw it." He moodily refilled their glasses.
"I could kick myself that I only thought of it now.w

VMeCoy sighed and then sat down. ™We'll find him, Scotiy, and when T get
my hands on Spock, I'll... Demn! T knew he would cause troublel™

Both men fell silent, each studying his own drink, both lost in their own
thoughts,

Oh, Jim! McCoy cried silently. Where sre you?
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Kirk was wakened by the Vulcan's insistent shaking, @Come,” Spock said.
e must go -~ but you had better eat this first.™ He handed Xirk a nutrient
bar. It was tasteless, but Kirk ate it. He was then handed a blanket. 'The
a

temperature Talls rapidly at night," Spock explained.
it o "y ] 1 b

i

Kirk wrapped the blanket arcund his sitoulders and fell into step behind the
Vulecan, They walked in silence.

The twin suns quickly disappeared -nd the chill air crept into the desert.
Night scon overtook them, the stars their only light, but Spock seemed sure of
the way.

A roar made Kirk Jump,

"Lewmastyas,” Spock exnlained. Yhey arve extremely ugly and bad tempered.
You need not be alarmed, howevers they are Ffar avay.?

Kirk was not reassured.
"8poek,t Kirk said suddenly, "where are we golng®®

Spock glanced at him. “Keontet'laral,” he sald. He gave Xirk a moment to
realise that the answer meant nothing to him, then continued. %It is the
ancient camping grounds of the S'¥Wandarai, set in the remctest part of the
desert, Ny ancestors were nowmadic In PreReform times. BRarbaric, but proud;
fierce warriocrs. Through the teachings of Surak, the Tribes became reconciled.

Slavery was abnlished and we took the path of peace and logic.®
Kirk grimned ruefully. “And T guess yvou think of us as barbarizns?H

Spock stopped and looked at him. Within all races there remaing the
barbarian. 1t depends on how one conirols that streak.©®

He walked on again. EKirk was suddenly lrritated by the Vulcan's words.
ou claim that you are a peaceful race,” he sald angrily. “How then do you
account for the raide on the Klingons? Do peaceful people raid the outposts of
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other races, killing women and children? o peaceful people commit acts of
piracy in free space?s

Spock's voice went cold. “Captain, have you asked yourself why only the
Klingons were invelwved? ilso ~ did not the claims against Vulcan not run an
identical patterm to those agzinst the Romulans?™

Kirk could not answer. ile was uncomforiably aware of his mother's words.
Two races wassacred, subjugated, and faken into slavery on the word of the
Kilngons.

Kirk felt vaguely uneasyv.

2 sl Mg e

MeCoy looked up from the reports he was trying to werk on. ‘Come in,
Scotty,” he said. "flhese can wail.® ile then noticed that Scott was carvying a
bottle and two glasses. ‘“ire we celebrating or drowning our sorrows?h

”E\O th o i
A Vulcan shutile headed
its arrival.®

irom Admirvel Weston, An impounded shuttle is missing.
v Codro some days sgo, but they deny any knowledge of

Mcloy sat frozen, i he promplted.

Secott took a deen breath, e guard on duty at the spaceport that night
gtated that Captain Kivk and his Tulcan slave were its occupants. He had no
reagon to disbelieve the Yulcan, who said that the Captain was drunk. Apparently
he was fast asleep and did not seem to be undexr any restraint. The guard was
handed the Captain's 10 -- the only procedurs needed for private vessails — and
he logged 1% with the craitts nowme,”

IcCoy whistled., %80 eagy?’ he said. "Has the Admiral coentactea the
Klingon command on Vulcan™

Beott nodded, Fave, he has, and was told that he would be informed if it
ever arrived there,?

YeCoy Jumped to his fect. ™Well, what are we wailting for? Tebls goll
e 9 i) 53

How walt a moment, Leonard. We can't just high-tail 1t off Lo Vulcan,%
Seott gaid,

Wiy not T Meloy deu
on = you'lre in charge nov

a7f Jimts there we must go and find him, (ome
Mitchell has transferred off ™

Scott nodded in

all, thev're not sure

BT kmow, but Starfleet wont't allow it, After
e on Vulcan.”

McCoy sobered., YUoulre t," he said gloomily.

-

They turned back %o theily glasses, "You know soumething, Scobbty? Meloy said.
"Before this affaivr ies over, you and T are golng Tto turn into a right old paix
of alcholulicsld
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PEleethl®

Lieutenant Flrzst Class Nleeth of the Klingon Impire burst throush the doow.
"You called, my Commanden: ‘ b
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The Supreme Commender of Vulcan glared at his unfortunate underling. "Yes,
Kieeth, I did. Have you detailed the men %o go with you to that shuttles®
Kleeth trembled, “Yes, my Commander. We leave at your command.?

The Commander nodded. %I have had a message from Starfleet Headquarters on
Garth., Tt seems that the illustrious Caplain Kirk has gone misging, along with
his Vulcan sleve...in a shuttlecraft.?

Kleeth's eyes widened. ‘Does my Commander think that it is the same shuttle
that landed here?v

"ixactly, Kleeth. When you find it, we do not want to find any survivors.”
Kleeth saluted and turned to go. %0h, and Kleeth ~ " the voice was silken -~ fif
you fail to find...two bodies...you need not returm. Do I make myself clear?®

Kleeth swallowed. “FPerfectly, my. Commander,” he said.

Kirk shivered. #Spock, how much further?¥
fict far,¥ Spock replied,

Kirle looked sharply at the Vulcan. He realised that he was green with cold.
Cold affects him more than me, but he won't admit it, Kirk reflected, and
hastily pushed another

memory away:; a memory of a stiff figure with green
tinged lipe and a cold cell, Or at least he tried to.

Now was the time, Kirk thought, to try and make Spock understands he could
not bear to carry that guilt for the rest of his liie. He clutched at the
Tulecan's arm, stopping him.

"Spock, I never wanted them to hurt you back at Surak'¥a. Weither McCoy nor
I ordered those guards to...do what they did. I know it has taken me a long
time to say it, but I am sorry.”® All he got in reply was the familiar raised
eyebrov, but he stumbled on, needing to get everything out of his system. "The
thing is that right frowm the beginning you have confused me. T couldn't talk
to you; even back home on the farm, because I felt.,.well, guilty, I suppose.
It was why T bought you - to make sure you got a good home, after...” Silence,
T you would only rant a Dit -~ call me the biggest bastard in the universe if
you likes it might make me feel better.” He shrugged helplessly at the
Yulcan's continuing silence.

Pinall,. Spock did speak, %Capiain, it is notl dignified for a Vulcan *o
b e LT
rave',

Kirk was not cerinin if he heard correctly. Was there a lighter nole in
the Vulcan's voice? Tf so, he had never heard 1% before. Suddenly Kirk did

feel better; he wasg sure that Spock held no personal grudge against him,
Come on, then,® he saids. Tet's go before we both freeze to deathl®

The desert thinned out, giving way to a more rocky terrain. The suns were
riging when Spock led the way down a gully and intc a shallow cave.

Tare we resting here !V Tirk agked.
e are at pur destinetion,¥ Spock said. "Come,"

At the end of the cave, Kirk noticed a narrow opening. Sgueezing through
after Spock, he stopped and stered. They were in a natursl amphitheatre; stone
walls and rock formations surrounded them, an open sky was above them. Spock
beckoned him to one part of the wall, and as he went up to it, & section of the
wall swung back, revesling s tunnel beyond.

Ag they entered the Tunnel the opening closed behind then, leaving them in
total darkness.

#Spock, Kirk whispered. "Where are you?"

& hot hand fastened round his wrict. “Come - follow me,®
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The tunnel sloped downmwords, and Kirk could feel that the floor was sandy.
He could see a faint Jight ahead, and sure enough the passage ended in a dimly-
lit chamber. One part of the wall was metal. Beside it was a panel with two
buttons. Spock pressed one, and vhen nothing happened, the other.

"We may have to wailt,¥ he said, "This entrance is seldom used, and the door
override hag been discomected. They will have to send someone from the main
complex.,"

Kirk felt slightly apprehensive. What main couplex?

They sat and waited in silence. Kirk wanted to ask s lot of questions,
but did neot know if Hpock would answer.w

The door suddenly slid open, and climbing to their feet they passed through,
to be . confronted by four armed Vulcans and a fifth standing to one side. Kirk
was lumediately surrcunded, his arms forced Dbehind his back,

"Khal dig.?”

Spock'a voice 7 wag like ice, Xirk was released immediately. The fifth
Vulcan now inclined his head. “8pock. Tam gratified that vou are here.,?

T am gratified Lo be here, Somnak., Wwho ig in charge here?V

Sonnak looked at ¥irk wesningfully. ¥Do you think it wise to discuss such
matiers in front of & Humani®

Spock's voice was freezing, "Capbain Kirk ig wy responsibility. I ask
again - who isg in chargers

" Pau, " Sonnak said.

Kirk was stunned. %'Pau had been the Council member that Farth had wmost
wanted, but all reports had siated that she had been killed.

"Where 18 she nowy" Spock was asking.
"She 1g in Council. Perhaps you would like to rest before seeing her?®
"Indeed. We feel the need for refreshment and rest. Come, Captain,”

They followed the parity along another tunnel, the rough walls of which were
reinforced with metal. Batering a 1ift, they dropped many levels, and vwhen the
doors finally opened Kirk was aware thai this construction was far more than a
hideout, I% wag a vast underground complex with a waze of corridors, banks of
computer fterminals and scores of Vulcans gilently going about their work,

are they up toF

T wonder why all thig dida't register on our sensors? ¥irk thought. Wwhat

They passed throuzh what had to be the main aresz, and into a side corridor
which housed sleeping guarters. Sonnak ushered them into a roonm.

"Poes the Duman stay with you, Spockys
affirmative.”  The answer was curt,

Kirk locked round the room. It contained two gleeping wats and covers,
floor cushions and a Llow table. 4 small bathroom led off the room.

"You may shower if you wish,™ Spock said. "Check the setting. Once again
it is only sonic.®™  With that he dropped onto one of the gleeping mats and was
instantly asleep.

Kirk studied the sleeping form, 7The thin face had become very familiar to
himg the pointed ears, slanting eyebrows and high cheekbones. Suddenly he knew
what the real compulsion to buy &pock had been. This was z man that he .eculd
depend ons' a wan he could trust his life to. And you may have to, he thought
wryly, considering the present clrcumstances. o

Btripping off his dixty, tern clothing he stepped under the sonic shower,
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letting the biting blast peel the dirt and o fine layer of skin off Yrim,

On returning to the woom he eyed his clothing with disgust. He was not
going to put thoese on nd Then he saw that someone had left a platter of
food and drink on the table. Wrapping s blankel around himself he ate raven—
ously, leaving a fair shsre for Spock. ¥His hunger and thirst sated, he
collapsed onto the other matb, and fell asleep.

.

There ig nobody inside, sir.®

Eleeth cursed. 'hey had been forced to stop while a sandstorm raged on the
ovntsiirts of the desert, and now the shuttle was deserted. The suns had long
since risen; and the heat was stifling, “We will just have to go on searching,”
he said grimly,.

His men glanced nexvously at each other. They were reluctant to carry on;
they were deep into the deselt, and previous patrols that had gone this far had
net been heard of again., But they dared not disobey an order,

"ihat are you fools walting fort" Wleeth demanded. %Into the groundear!
We go forwardl¥

Spock walked into the Jouncil chamber and up to a seated Vulcan woman on the
raised dais. He gave the open~Tingered Vulcan sslu.e, which was reburned, and
then sank te his knees in front of her. T'Pau's face softened as she placed
two fingers to Spock's tenple,

BT grieve with thas, - she saild soitly.

he T with thee,¥ Spock reburmed. He stood up.

#yolcan welcomes thee back,” T'Pau said. Then, briskly, "It has been
brought to my attention that thee has brought a Mfumasn with thee.?

"It was necessavy. § need Caplain ¥irk's asgsistance,®

T'Pau leooked at him shanply. "Does thee say that this Human helped thee
to escape??®

Spock locked at Sommak stending in the background. "No - but his presence
aided me. A8 T informed Sommak, he 1s my responsibility.®

Keep him in his nlace.b

e will causge ne trouble. May T formally enguire what has oceur :d in
my absence?!

TtPau waved him to a sest. he manmafacture of armaments has proceeded
rapidly,® she said. We have been able to cause the Klingons much discomfort.?

She frowned. "IL is meet digtastelful, and will take a long time. Sonnak will
show thes what hag bhesn dong.®

K

Sonnalk stepped forward. YW1 will show you now, Spock, if T'Pan so wishes,”

o By ]

“Yes - 1t would be better to see than hear deifalls from me, ¥ she said.

Spock wose to leave. VitFau, may I request an audience with you later?
It is a private matter which I wigh 1o discuss," he added gquickly, noting her
raised brows.

AT FLrmative. T will send for thee,¥

Dismissed, Spocl followed founnak out of tThe chamber,

Kirk had been gwake for a long time before Spock returned, On waking, he
had found the Vulcan gone and a fresh platier of foon on the table. The door
was locked.
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Well, James T., there's no way out of this gilded cage, he thought. It was
then that he noticed a robe Jaid out on the second sieeping mat, as well as a
palr of thong sancals. Spock must have noticed my state of undress. He grinned,
pulling the robe over his head. 1t was a bit too long, and he had to roll the
sleeves up. Better than nothing, he thought. Ue sat down and had a little of
the food. His thoughts turmeéd to. Bones and to his family, who by now must be
nearly frantic. He

He jumped %o his feet as the door opened and Spock came in, and nearly
tripped over the robe., The Vulcan was alsc clad in robes, and ¥irk remembered
the night he had arrested him in the house outside Shikahr, a tall, elegant
figare., He winced,

Have you eaten, Captain?® the Vulcan enguired. Kirk nodded. "Good. Tollow
me, then.™

"Where are we golng, Spock? The Vulcan salt minesy?
& e DT
Spock's eyebrows rose. “YSzlt mines? We do not have salt mines on Vulcan.®

W1 didn't mean actual sallt mines, Spock. Wnat I meant was... Ok, never
mind. Where are we goingi®

Spock's eyebrows resumed their usval pogition. “We have an appointment
with T'Paun.”

Tt was an appoinitment that ¥irk would rather have postponed.

Kleeth was Jjolted into awareness by one of his scldiers. 'WSir, over there.
I see something.®

¥leeth focuged his visi-glasses in the indicated direction, and a wolfish
smile appeared on his face. Vulcans! Thoughts rapidly vassed through his wind.
If there were Vulcans here, so far inte the desert, then thelr hideout must be
near. If he could find the exact location, his Commander would be very pleased,
and he, Kleeth, would receive promotion. Yes ~ not only would ¥irk be eliminated
(for he was surely here) but the Vulcan attacks would cease aliogether. The
Emperor wag not pleased about these atiacks of =abotage, and if the Bxalted One
heard who was responsible for squashing the rebellion on Wlcan, he, Kleeth,
might even succeed Krath as Comnander!

"Slow down!¥ he snapped. "They must see us..." ¥leeth kept his glasses on
the Vuleans, and chuckled %o himself as they disappearsd through a rocky opening.
"Proceed to that outcron of rocks,”™ he ordered.

"Sir,¥ one of his men engulred tentatively, "should we not inform head-
quarters?h

Kleeth rounded on the uwnfortunate soldier. "Do you gquestion my orders?” he
snarled. YWe go forwardi-

Tt was not long before they reached the outecrop, and cliwbing out of the car
with drawn blasters they approuched the wall where the Vulcans had disappeared.
¥leeth frowned. There was nc opening.

"Inread outl™ he oxvdeved., "There must he an opening or secret entrance
somevhere.”

Ingide the base, the Vulcan wonitoring a bank of viewscreens reached for
his intercom. "The Klingong have reached the eastern entrance."

"Let them in.% The reply was cool, Pressing a bubtton, the Vulcan cpened
the door.

Kleeth jumped back in surprise as a humming noise filled his ears, and
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got a blgger surprise wheon a section of the rock face slid open. Peering inside,
he saw whot appeared %o be a gloomy ftunnel. Tis men were crouched at his back.

Do not make any nolse,” he whis nerad. e must find out where the wvermin
are, and capture thew." He realised that not one of his men was offering to go
first. Swallowing, he led them inside, and then stopned as the door slid firmly
closed again.

"The door has closed, sir,” one of his men whispered,

41 can see that, you fooll® Kleeth cursed the incompetence of these fools.
Mie triggered the door release on the outsides; we can do the same to get ocut,?

They groped halfvey down the tumnel, when 2 blinding light assaulted their
eyes,

fihrop your weaponagl?

"Shoot, you foolsl® Xleeth screamed. TRedbolts flashed as the Klingons
cheyed, but they vould not see the enemy. Above them, from a catwalk, the
Vulecans stunned them with  cool accuracy.

Take them to the cells,” Sannyk instructed the gusrds. I will inform
the Council.™

Kirk stood heside Spock as the Yulcan politely knocked on a door. They were
admitted, and he brought his chin up defiantly as the imposing~looking Vulcan
Flder surveyed him with black, icy eves.

ior what reason hast thee brought the Fuman, Spock? Thee said it was a

private matter thee wighed to discuss with me.”

Wit is,% Spock sald. YIT also concerns (aptain Kirk.®

X

Ancther disapproving glance was directed at Kirk., He glared back.

"Wery well., Proceed.b

Tptiau, what heve you gsurmised about the Klingons! real reason for bhelng on
Yulcan? Spock asgked.

hese are Councll affairg, Spock. Thee should know bebter than 1o asgk,?

¥
The reply was frosty.

Spock Looked at ner for o woment; and then clasped his hands behind his
back, "Wery well,® he szid, "Then I will t2ll you. Captain Kirk will tell me
if I am incorrect on the Storflest issue, and you, T'Pau, on the Vulcan.

FOU, 9

U

fApproximately five point eight years ago, the Klingon Fmpire, which wasg
at the time a fairly ne the TFederstion, claimed that the Romulan
Tpire was violating Klingo Remalus was warned by the Pederation to
keep to thelr own Tmpire UnTeﬁs they went through the process of obtaining
permits fo visit and trade with planets in the Federation. Fomulus denied any
such violations.

WAccording to the Xlingons, these excursions did not stop. Wwhen Klingon
cutposts were attacked, the zalaxy sutomatically condemned Domulug. Again she
denied all knowledge of these acts, but due to circumstantial evidence nobody
believed her. Much hostility was created between the two Hmpires. fThen the
battlecruiser Xopoth Ulm:uﬁ Q] ed on the fringes of Romulan space, and dmbrls wWas
found, Imnediately, it was assumed that the Romulans had destroyved her.!

Spock paused, and seeing thai his audience was listening, one with an
impassive face, the other puzzled, he continued.

"ithout a proper declarstion of war, the Klingon Tmpire launched an
assavlt on Romulius. She was unprepared, and appesled to Vulecan for help, which
afber much debate Vulcan ogreed to give., The invaders were repelled and Vulcan
withdrev, finding the whole affair distasteful but necessary.
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There was an uneasy respite, and then the Klingon Fmpire struck again.
This time there wasg a changes she had the full support of the TFederation,
Romulus succumbed, and became Klingon territery. A governor was appointed, and
many Romulans exiled, eveontually going to the slave blocks around the Pederation.

"We now come to phase two." he saild softly, looking at Kirk. %A Vulcan
ship, the $'Hind's, supposedlyviclated Xlingon space. WVulcan was warned and
banned from trading nith the Tederation. Then a lonely outpost manned by
Klingon scientists was wiped cut. Vulcan denied all knowledge, but Vulcan
weapons were found. fThe Klingons sent messages to the Pederation, videos of
massacred Klingons accompanying them. The galaxy was in jeopardy; the Vulcans
were abenging Romulus, the Klingons claimed.

The Federation, snxioug to avoid another confrontation, held talks on Bela.
Ambgssadors from both planets spent weeks condemning and defending. Vulcan lost
her case for lack of evidence to prove her innccence, and the presiding
Pederation Council warned her; any more acts of hostility and drastic messures
would be taken.

tme point three scolar years ago, the Klingon cruiser Kojath disappeared.
Pebris was found, and Vulcan blamed. The Pederation attacked swiftly, and
without warning; two wonths later it wag all over. Cities burned, the dsath
toll high, and many exiled, to end on the slave blocks. Vulcan was placed
under the Klingons, which, they demanded, was their right,?

The room was very guiet., Spock went up to Kirk, and looked into the pain-
filled eyes. “First Pomuwlus, Jim Kirks and then Vulcan. There will be a $hird
phage, unless we can stop then. You can help.t

Kirk retumed the gaze. “What thizd phase?” he asked hollowly.

When Barth faliz, the galaxy will fall, and military rule will sweep awvay
all freedom and peace,” Spock replied.

T dontt believe you," Kirk ssid stubbornlyy deep down, however, he-did.
It was all too possible.

“Then thee are a fooll™ T'Pau stated. Both Vulcans were waiching him.,
“What proof..." he said lamely,

Hlaptain, in the desert I apologised to you for the rough landing. I spoke
of Klingon battlecruisers. I sensed then that you thought I was being cver-
imaginative. T was not. According to our knowledge, there are two Klingon
sigter ships of a desisn that has not heen used before or since - the Kopoyn
and the Kojaths Those ships ave at -this momen®t in orbit above Vulcan,

‘"There has been muich messing of trecops on Vulcan. Your reason told you
that 1t is because of our raiding parties, but logically it cannot he so. Mass
opposition canmot defeat an ovganised natbtive resistance.

Also consider thig., Your people have to know by now that you are here,
on Vulcan with me -~ but the Klingons have denied 211 knowledge of any shuttle
landing here, although we were detected on their sensors. They do not want the
Federation heres and believe me, they would not let you go if they found you.®

Kirk locked up shawrply. ®“They may not know that we are here,” he argued.

#hey know, ¥ T'Pan scid. YA party of Klingons has already visited the
Suraks but Commander Frath denies all knowledge of the Surak landing - we
intercepted & message.”

He believed them. FHreathing was difficult, but he managed Lo ask, ¥If
thig is true, how can I halp youd®

Spock turned to TTPsu, his eyes pleading, not at all repenting of showing
enpction at this stage, and then he turned bhack to Kirk. "If the Council agrees,
you could try and talk fo Starfleet.®™ He looked back at TtPau. "He would
convince them more easily than we could.®
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1T will speak with the remainder of the Council,® T'Pau said.

Kirk's mind was in a turmedil. THe believed them...and yetess How could he
be sure?

He deliberately .turne
intercom and called gecuri-

and walked out of the room. Spock went over to the

"The Human, Captain is unaccompanied in the complex. Teave him, but
make sure he does not 1chve the building.” Ouiet descended on the room. Spock
stood deep in thoughts T'Pau watched hlm carvefully. At Jergth he sncl . )
"' Pau, 1 respectfully reguest permission to g0 to Surak'Ka.n

Her biacw eyes glittered. “For what reason, Spock?H

"Rlveprints, ¥ he said softly. “Any military operation must have plans.
With them in our hands, we can prove that the Klingons have far-resching plans.
Fothing then can prevent Vulcan gaining her freedom. And if the Pedersliion
cannot be persvaded, those nlans could aid us as well as the Klingons, "

T'Pan reacned out a hands “Thee may go. IF thee are guccessiul, thy
Human may more willingly aid us. e wishes to believe us, but he is too honest
to accept such treachery from those he considered his sllies without proof. T

sense him an honourable wman.

9T will watlch thy
lose thee ag well.”
Iis grandmother had :

but be careful. Seek out Selek. T.'do not wish to
e was spoken softly, and Spock fell surprised.
wn such affection before.

de left her to find #ixlk,

Kirk walked around simlessly. e could now admit to himself that much
truth had been spoken. e had nated those weeks on Vulcan. Visions filled his
wind. Gh, God, what have we done? he thought., ¥ad politics and the strmuggle for

pover bli 1naed OJé%vodb in iﬁi.ng out who were friends and who was the enemy?

¥now thine enemy. It wust ncet hapven to farth.
Wag this the agony the Vuleans had endured, knowing of their danger?

He noticed an ennty woom, and sank down into o chairy, his chin cupped in
his hand, How could he help? e wanted to help; ingtinctively he trusted the
Vulcans, now that-he had svnoken to them, far more than he had ever trusted the
Klingons!

Tt was then that snother thought struck him. How could the Vuleans truss
him to help them after what had havppened? Fe doubted that he could losok Spock
in the face again. e, James Y. ¥irk, had personally arrested Spocl; had given
the ovder to raze hig home to the grounds at 1, instead of checking on him,
had cast hir aside a8 gpoils of war, His neglect had nearly killed the Vulcanl
It wasg no comiort that he subsequently thrown the book at the two guards
vio had 1lltreated SpOOKf vas responsible. Then ducking out of his respon-
gibility to his prisoner, %?7%"Q sent him to the farm, This Vulecan, having o
do Farm ghorss, while ‘p hod returned te his beloved ship, pretending that he
felt nothing...and even belisving in that pretence.

5

Hig mother had see
Ye had wanted Spock's
forced to accompany Spock
even mMore,

1 through him -~ had always been able to see throush him,
lendsbip even from the start. And afier he had been
hers, after the first shock had vassed; he wanted it

Do not condemn youwself, Jim." e jumped, stertled by the already familiar
volce., The Vulean had been watching him silently.

#1 oguess I oam pretty transparent,? Xirk said ruefully. "But why, Spock?
After all that I've done %o you, why trust me?d

A glimmer appeared in the dark eyes. '"You are so predictable, wmy Human.
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Undexr that hard commending nature, there is compassion. That is why I chose you."
Kirk looked puzzled. ‘Chose me? Yhat do you mean?®

A slight green flush appeared on the tips of Spoek's ears., "Jim, I have not
been completely honest with you. The realisation of the Kiingon motives formed
while T wags on the farm,

"There was another plan that my cousin Sallorn imparted to me during that
meld on board your ship., It was to build ships and weapons out here, in order
to retake Vulcan by force. As you have surmised, this is no ordinary complex;
in the past it has been a scientific testing site, far out in the desert to
ensure that any accidents occurring would not harm the populace - we simply
extended and modernised the already existing complex where the S'Kandarai camped
in the past.

gallom's plan has been in opsration for many months. The ralding parties
ware only the beginning. Towever, while I was on Warth, I decided that open
negetiationg should come hefore open warfare, and that the Pederation should be
warned of the Klingong'! ambition to rule the galaxy. T told you that T felt »
temptation to bring yon here with we. That was not true. I wailted for you to
return to the farm, in order to force you here. If anyone can convince Star-—
fleet, it is you. It is known that you are comsidered the best Captain in the
Fleet,?

Kirk blushed slightly. #that is very flattering -~ but Spock, I have not
thought this through yet. I have doubts...” You can't still admit that! Kirk
cursed himself, You are o cowasxdl You still cannot admit to the injustice that

the Federation hes handed out herel

Wery well, Jim, Think it over. 7You have time.” Spock turned and left,
not telling Kirk where he was going. He felt uneasy; 1if he failed to retumn,
the Hunman would never leave Vulcan. He trusied Kirk, and he was sure that T'Pau
would keep him alive, but could Kirk Iive with the disitrust that so many of the
Vulcang felt for him?

Spock wallked swiftly through the base and as he rounded a corner he saw a §
group of Klingons under guswrd. So they had been followed? ‘

"Sannyk, where did these Klingons come from?¥

The other Vulcan lifted an eyebrow. We have been monitoring them for gsome

time, Spock. They followud one of our parties here. Will you inform the
Couneil of their capture, o1» shall 190

"You may have the honour, Samnyk, T have other matters to attend to.™

o, Vulcan. You managed to reach your dungheap! 1 sssume the Fuman Kirk
is also here?®

Spock surveyed the Xlingon coldly. "ou assume correctly. What interest
have you in the Capltain®®

The Klingon remained silent. Spock turned o Sannyk.

I oam leaving for o few days. Captain ¥irk has freedom of movement in the
general areas. Keep an eve on him.”?

Spock hurricdly reguisitioned an aircar. He would have to make haste. IF
these Xlingons had found the bage, sc would others.

The reconstructed lights of Surak'Ks glowed. Spock had ditched the air-
car, and keeping to the shadows, had slipped inte the city.

There were no Vulcans ahroad, 28 a curfew had been imposed at the take-over,
Drawing his desert clcak about him, he slipped through the shadows, avoiding the
patrols. He made his way down a street, and halted ocutside a house. The walls
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still wore evidence of phaser buins, pitted and scarred. The door opened at hig
ringing, and he went inside.

TPTRIL1,  You are well?® he enguired.
"I oam well., BSpeck, T am pleased to see you.”
lg Selek within?' he ssked,

She nodded and led the way up a flight of stairs, entering a curtained-off

reom. An old Vulecan lifted his head at the sound of his footsteps, and fixed
sightless eyes on Spock.

iather, it is Speck, PRIl said,

Melcome to my home, Spock of Vulcan,® he saild formally, and waited for
vock to explain his visit,

T3ix, T need your help. I have the need to enter Klingon H.0.7

What wakes you think that I, an old man, caen help vou?®

Spock allowed himself s slight twiteh of the lips. U7'Pau,” he sai..

"We will assist you., T'R11L, summon the others,®

Kirk could not sleep, Iz glanced at the other sleeping mat, wondering

where Spock was. He fel® suffoceted in the room, ard donning hls robe, slipped
ot

He asked various "mloans of Spock's whereabouts, but was met with negative
answers, pleas of immoranges; all perfectly polite, but totally unhelpful

He tuwrned into a bwanching corridor, and then realised that he had taken
the wrong one. He was about to retrace his steps when he noticed a flight of
steps leading downwards,

Curiosity got the better of him, and he followed them down, to discover a
row of cells -~ all occupied, Zlingona!

W lgphain Kirkls

The whisper came from the widdle cell. e went over.

TCaptain Kirk, you must belp free us, then we can all escape.”

asihod .

who are youi Wi
ot

"Lt. Kieeth, Iigh Command cn Vulean. Ye were looking for you when we were
captured, Your peopls will be relieved to know that you are alive.®

¥irk's eyes narcvowed. 1'Pau had said that the Klingons had denied hig
being on Yulcan., One of them was lying...

T can't help you,Y he sald, VT also am & prisonsr here,®

Kleeth 1gnoced thatse  “oulckly -~ turn off the force field and we will
escape together. Headguarters will he pleased 4o know the location of ithis
place.”

o, Wirk said. YYou ar

because your people deniled that

lyingy BStarfleet does not kuow where I am,
T was here. I want to know why,.,"

c.‘ (l)

A look of defeat came over Kleeth's face, gquickly turning to anger. "You
are & traltor, ¥Yirkl TYou have sided with these dogs against the Bmpire!l® he

screamed.
T am no traltor,’ Xirvk said. VIt is the Bapire that is devious.®

Kleeth swirked., 80 yun will not help me, Human? 1% is irrvelevant, This

hideout will be found, but by then it will be too late for you.®
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WYou Rarthers are 8o nalve,V leeth gloated., P0ur vicltory in conguering
your planet will be so easy -« much eagier than overrunning Remuwlus and Vulcan,
You believed us so rezdily... Soon we will be the new magters of the galaxy.?

Spock had been wight. 1 wouldn't count on i%, Kleeth,® Kirk said, and
he left the furious Klingon.

He had to find Spock, That was no easy task, and Kirk finally gave up
looking. There wag another alternative, He braced his shoulders and went to
T'Pau's quarters, scolding himself for being intimidatel by a woman, and a
civilian at that.

On being admitted, he came sitraight to the point., "Where is Spock?¥

e has gone to Surak!¥a, Captain.®
Kirk blinked. ‘'yhat foxr?®
vidence to prove his cage.®

Kirk's astonishment gave way to anger. 'Is he trying to kill himself?
And you let him go alonev®

T Pau 1ifted an syebrow. “Control thyself, Captain. Spock is able to
look after himself.® the locked al him steadily. ‘What is thy business with
him? Hast thou come to a declsilon?h

“Yes, T will help vou all I cen. I apologise that it has taken such a
long time for me to realise the wrong we have done you.™

T!Pau rose to her feet. My grandson will be gratified to hear 1t,7

Kirk's wmouth fell open. “Spock is your grandson®®
"Tndeed, Thee find it vnusual?®

well, no, It's just that T did not realise his family was so important.”
He did not add that TtPau d4id not seem to him to bhe the type to fill the role
of grendmother. "what can we do in the mesntime?" he asked. "Surely we should
send someone to help him7H

T™Pauls brows lifted again. “Pell me, Captain, why should thee be interested
in Spock's well-being? He brought thee here against thy will., Dost thee not
resent thig??

Rirk took a deen breath. Ho, I don't resent him. Mot now." ile grinned
suddenly. 94e long as he doesn't make a habit of 1t.7

nhat, Captain, depends on the outcome of the present situation,”™ T'Pau
sald dryly.

Hirk frowned and made a mentsl note to ask Spock about the future, I
guess it does,® he said, and left to awalt Spock's success. He would not
allow himself +o think about fallure.

Commander XKrath jurmped %o his feet at the sound of the explosion. Still
more explosions followed and he raced out into the smoke-filled corridor.
Above the noise of the rearing fire, alarm bellg clanged shrilly,

Wronl®  Where was the fool?

A grimy figure appearved out of the smoke. "My Commender, the depot hag
been hit, and this very building ig on firel® Kron burbled.

tThen you had better see that it is put outl?¥ Krath thundered, "Put
every available man onte it, Then I want the culprits foundl®

Kreth went back to his office, and ovening his safe he withdrew the Klingon
trump card, Tucking the tapes under hig arm, he turmed Yo find himself facing
the wrong end of a phaser.
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"How did you get in heve, Vulcan?®

Two dark eyes surveyed him eoclly. "That is irrelevant. what T want are
those tapesg.™

Inderstanding dawned. “That fool ¥leeth talked!'" Krath screamed.

< i

TAfCirmative,” Spock lied. ¥iHe is our guest.®
¥rath smiled unpleasantly. "You will 20t get far, Vulean.”

Something in the Klingon's eyes warned Spock. He lezped 0 one side ag the
blagder was fired, Fe felt the heat of the shot, bub Krath received the full
force of it, Kron was still gazing UObelleVJH?ly at his injuPed superior when
he felt the stunning ajfoct of Spock's phaser. Tuckily, Xron's weapon had not
been set for destruct. Scooping up the tapes, Spock slipped into the corridor
and was scon out of the uu1ia1mu. The Klingons were too busy 4o notice him.

Deven days had passed with no sign of Spock. ¥irk felt helpless, and ventead
his frustration by provling the corridors. At first he had felt claustrophe hie,
but then he realised that he could well be sitting in a cell instead. What made
it worse was that he was very much an oubtsider. TFe could not talk to any Vulecan
to psss the tiwe; they were all busy, and to them it was illoglcal to waste
time on idle chatter. 1o longer for Meley 4o be with himg to listen to the
Doctorts cynical comments,

v

It was dur'nm one of these pacing sessions that he was apprehended by
sonnyx. What now? Kixk thousht, The idea that Spock was dead came to him,
Se o whEY

This Vulcan disapproved of him, and Kirk was sure that he would like to see
him locked away.

e was ushered into the Council chamber. Holemn faces looksed at him, and
ag he lcooked round uneasily he saw Spock's familiar face.

o

ispock! TYou're safel™ A huge grin split his face. Then he remembered
where he was, and foxrced a wove golemn expression onto his features.

MPau stood. "Please git, Capbain.®™ There was a chair next to Spock, and
Kirk took 1t, shooting his Vulcan a questioning look. ALl he received in reply
was a raised eyebrow.

T'Pav continued. “Caplain Firk, the Council has spent many hours discussing
thy offer to help in nepotiating with the FPederation, and it has.been decided to
accept thy offer. Thee has been under close surveillance, and nothing has been
found wanting., Thee has spoken with the ¥lingons, and at first hand aave learned
of their treachery. It was sufficient to make thee see the Pederation's perils
Bpock hag brought back Twrther evidence.™ She signalled for the lights 4o be
diwmmed and & viewscreen at the end of the room 1it up.

Kirk felt hig blood run cold as pilctures of Farth's strategic defence
gysten fleshed onto the sereen. Detailed plans of the Klingon offensive, right
down to the striking times, followed. Tach battlecruiser had a sgpecific targets
space stations, ammunitleon facilities, Starfleet contrel = the list wag endless.
After that, shock troops were to be beamed down and landed in shmttles.

Further images were 1

rojected =~ Starfleet stakships. This was followsd by
a second Klingon fleet, whing out in all directionsy to the Tunar base,
Starbase XI, and other Sitaxfleet posits. Kirk was convinced that, cnce started,
nothing could stop the assault.

The screen went dead
Starflect®" Kirk @shed in

1wt the lights brightened. “How soon can you raise
» gquiet that followed.

"We have been tvying o do so for the last hour. The freguency will nod
be picked up by the Ylingmng, due to a device of ours. Bub it will take time,

Kirk glanced at Spock. "What if we go through the Fnterprise? She shcould
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be on routine patrol, and nearsr to us then Tarth. Sae could act as » booster, ™

e need her hailing freguency,’ ™ Pau said.
123 39 .

"Interprise, this is Caotain Kirk. Come in, please,®

Uhura gave a squeal and swivelled in her chair, "Mr. Scott! T have the
Captainl®

3eott leaped out of the command chair., “Put it on the gereen, lassie, and
call Dr. MeCoyid®

All breathing on the bridge ceased zs the distorted imzge of their Captain
flickered onto the screen.
YAre you recelving, Fnterprise?i

geott let out a bellow. “Capbain! vhere in all the nine worlds are ye?®
He stopped at Kirk's stern expression. "Stand by to receive change of frequency.
Code 10-Z,

McCoy chose that moment to bomb onto the bridge. ¥Jial" he whispered, and
felt like fainting from welief.

Ery

“Uhura,Y Scott demznded, “did you get that?

"Yes, Mr. Scott. Hwitching over now," she said. iPrequency changed.”

Kirk's face grimmed at th [cII *Good work, Lieutenant. Mr., Scott, stand b
H § Y
to receive ordera.®

"Yes; sir., But (aptain, where are yve? Scott asked.
¥ H

iThat doesn't matter right now. You are to call Starfleet - top priocrity.
Get hold of Admirals Komack ond Weston, and have them patch through to this
frequency. Tell them To have a recorder going., What they hear will be...
"fageinating'.®  They saw Kirk throw a quick glance over his shoulder; and were
astonished at the grin on his face.

MeCoy could not contain himself any longer. 'Jim, what happened? Vhat has
that Valcan devil done bo youlh '

filater, Bones. Valusble time is being wasted. You have two standard hours
to the next call.® Tha gcresn went blank.

Sorry, sir,¥ Ubuvra snid. "Contact has been broken,®
"Seotty, what ig all this about?y  Melov was puzzled.
]

W1 dinna kon, Doctor, 2nd we have two hours to wait before we can find out.
Lt. Uhura, send a top priority message to Starflest ~ for the sttention of
Admirals Komack and Weshon.w

Kirk turned and found all eves on him again. “They'll arrange it. They're
a good crew,w

"Oux thanks, Cepbtain,” T'Pou szid. “We will convene in one point two hours,®
The Tlders filed outb, leaving Spock and Kirk alone.

#fou ghould have told we you were going to Sursk'¥a,% Wirk said.

"There was NO point. '

o point?¥  Kirk exploded. “What i€ you had been captured? I should have
gone with you. No - sorry. 1T keep on forgebiing the present circumstences.
That reminds me - Spock, whatl happens to me if we pull this thing off¥H

“Coptain, . the day Tulcan is officially free, so are you. If we fail, there
is no way that you will ever get off Vulecan. The Klingons will make sure of
that. You will be safer. with us,"



Well, then = here's o BLCCESS, H
?

"o success,’ Spock echoed.

Aboard the Fnterprise, nerves were stretched +o breaking point as the zero
hour ticked closer. Secott gtill bristled with indignation at the dressing down
he had received from Adnirs) ¥omack. "This is a highly unorthodox melthod of
communication, Mr. Scott., If this is a hoax, both you and Captain Kirk, when he
returng, will bhe peverely wveprimanded.” Tt had only been Admiral Weston's

pacifying nature that hed made Womsck capitulate and agree to the contact.

The beeping of Thura's board wmade everyone Jump.  She flipred a switch.,
eS8, nterprise,” zhe acknowledged.,

Xirk's face appeared on the screen, "interprise, has Starfleet been
notified?s

PYes, sir,” Scott answered, lieutenant, patch through,. ™

She snapped more swiiches and the viewscreen split in half, one side showing
Kirk, and the other the two Admirals. "Starfleet, Captain Kirk coming through.
Do you copy?d
Admirsl Komack looked srim, "Recelving you, Fnterprise. Kirk! uhat do ¥ou
think you are doing? vhat has been going ont™ he demanded,

1

Kirk nodded at the Admizals, “Admiral Komaek - Admiral Weston,” he said,
and MeCoy took a sherp breath. Xirk had put on his diplomatic face., This was
going to be a battle,

Komack opened his wmouth to give vent to his disapproval, but Weston cut in.
iCaptain Kirk, this is o wost unusual request on your part. Although we arve
pleased to see you well, Jou aad better explain your disappearance and the resson
for this trensmission, The recorder is on, T

Zirk smiled. %Yes, sir. ¥y abduction is irrelevant to thig situation, and
for the record, no cherges will be pressed by we." jeCoy  durnad apoplectic.
"The matter on hand concerns the safety of the galaxy. We are all in danger from
a race of tyrants whose only mrpose is to tramp obther races into the ground and
subject them to wmilitaxy wule. T spealk of the Klingons,®

The two Admirels exchonged glences. "Co on," Komack said.

of their raids on the ¥lingon Fopire was overwhelmingy the Federation had 10
reason to disbelieve the Klingons, a memher - albeit & new one - againgt two
relatively unknown planets, lowever, the disciplinary methods used were criminal,
especially since the wrong neornle were being punished.w

"We all know the story of Romulus and of Vulcan, ™ Kirk said. “The evidence
i

Weston's syes norrowed. Viwhat are you trying to tell us, Kirkss

"Just this, sir - the lingons faked everything to peint to Tiomulus and
Vulcan,

But the dead and the maimed? fThe ships which went missing?" Komack was
bewildered.

“lou need a certoln amount of reslism For any plan to work," Wirk said
softly. “They did it themselves to their own people,’

scott and ¥eCoy looked st each other in horror.
"1 cannot believe itl% Kowmack rasped.

*I know it sounds impossible - to ug, " Hirk said. "It fook me a long time
to be convinced...and tine is what we do not have. Think," he urged. *What is
the next heavily populeted plonet?n

TYou cannot meaiiass



40

TT do, Aamiral,® Rirk interrupted. #iarth., With Rarth out of the way,
nothing will stop thewn.:

Admiral Weston looked thoughtful, "Kirk, do you have proof of thig?w
¥irk Jooked to his left. #SpockyH
"Carry on, Caplain," came the answer.

"Flrst of all, the pattern of complaints and the supposed acts of violence
by Romulus and Yulcan are slmost identical. Secondly, the shuttle in which Spock
and I reached Vulcan was detected by Klingon sensors.™ Scott threw Mooy s
triumphant look, In an intercepted message from Admiral Weston, the Klingon
Commander was heard 4o deny all knowledge of our bhaving landed here. Thirdly,
the planet has garrisons containing far more men than is necessary...unless they
plan a raid on sowmewhere further from their own planet than Vulecan is. In
addition, the supposedly desiroyed~ cruisers, the Kopoth and the Kojath, are at
this moment in orbit around Vaulcan along with other assauli ships. Fourthly, a
Klingon officer sent %o find me and now a prisoner, as much as told me that the
Eapire was going to atiack jerth. This was after T refused to help him to
escape. The Vulcans are very thorough, and what was ssid has been put on tape.®
There was a slight pause, and then what had been said in the cells drifted
through the speskers. The bwo Admirals looked grim.

Pinally,” Kirk contimued, “there are actual blueprint plans of the coming
attack. They are masterly, and: without knowledge of them, any defence on Harth's
part will not succeed, 2,

"You will not like what T am about to say next. Starfleet can have the
plans = but at a price.”

fnat price?™ Komack demanded,

tPau will tell you.t Kirk moved to one side and there was a collective
gabp ag the most powerful wowan on Vulecan, who had eluded all stitempts to capture
her, appeared on the screen.

"Wulecan and Romulug have suffered a great injustice at the hands of the
Federation. The means of self-preservation thee have forced ug to adopt we find
distasteful, but we will carry on. "Thig Council has reached an asgreement that
will benefit both Vulcen and the Federation.

"ulecan and Rowulus are to be set free; all citizens are to be returned to
their home worlds, and five seats esch on the Pederation Council opened to us,.
When thee has publicly transnitted our demands to all the known worlds, thee may

have the tapes. Thee has two daye, Admizals,.®

fThat's blackmaill® Komack objected,

TtPau iifted an eyebrow, ¥lndeed it is, but it is a small price to pay.
If thee does not succesd in persuading other members of thy Council, the plans
are just as useful to us as to the Klingons. Vulecan is large, and there are
meny sclentific means open %0 us. Be warned - thee picked the wrong race Lo
victimige, ™

Weston spoke. How do we know that you are not bluffing?

Kirk came back into view. "They-are not bluffing, sir. The plans are real.
I have seen them.® ¥He stuck out his chin defisntly. vIf they are ignored, T
remzin on Vulcan, and believe me, T will help these people in any way I can.®

HeCoy groaned. "Easy, Jim - that's an Admiral you're talking to!®

Homack looked defeated. "Very well, we will do all we can. There does
seem to be guite a lot of evidence. You will have our answer in two days, at the
same time as this commmication, mnterprise, stay in the immediate vicinity.
fomack out.w

Starfleet's screen went dead, shortly followed by :the Vulcan transmission.
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Mdatt Jim want to talk
@ looked at the stunned

o them? 0OFf
faces on the

course,
bridgeo

maybe he

"Well, Scotty. Thai's s mess, ign't ited

s ¥ 7

"Ave. They have us over a barvel, =211 right.n

"ir. Scott,™ Sulu esid. Do you think that they are telling the truth?®

“Aye, lad. The Captain belisves 1%, and that's good enough for me. I wand
this bridge complement heve on the two-day deadline., Lt. Markhem, check the
crev roster and make any necessary changes. Remember algo that not one of you

is to breathe a word to the rest of the crew. C(onsider this as highly
confidential,
BAve, sir.™ It was s ragged chorus.

WT fhink T will
and left the bridge.

prescribe some medication for mygelf,” Meloy said gloomily,

Scott sank into the
in the fire, but the i

command chair and stared ahead.
waell,

Wot only was the fat

‘o
LS as

Whee did well, (an TtPau said. "ihe Council will convene in two

days.®

Kirk looked at Spock. %Yo you think we got through to them, Spock??

"Indeed, Caniain not; it was not your fault, A most remarkable
pecformance. ILet us hey nave the gense to comply

PIf not, 1t will 2ll have been for nothing," Hirk said sadly.

StBau does not wake empty threats, Jim. Mo Vulcan does.®

Kirk's mouth fell opens “hey would really take up armsg againsi...it would
be against the entire Federation, although Tarih would be the primary target.

BI04t takes WUWCQ@ a
Speck gald noticing !

ell " Kirk sald dubilously, Vlet's hope you won't be jumping
frying pan into the firve,*

hondred years, she will fight for her freedom,
expression.

irkty

from the

Spock's eyebrows ghot skywards. "lhat iz a fascinating remark. why should
anyone jump from pans iato firesis
Kirk lsughed. “It'z only an oxpression. It wmeans to step from danger

into more danger, or Troublae.®

“Tndeed. It is o wost Lllogleal expression. CJome, Jim -~ 4% ig time to eat.”

Starflest was in an LEToRr.
who were wondering what : all about wexre dissuaded from asking.
ranking officials walkc( about with grim faces,

Within the large
to be made, Time Is

An energency meeting had heen Calledg and thosge
H l 8 e

Lt wag

Jovncil chamber, Admiral Weston stood up. ¥A decigion has

running ouldd

"I osay 1t i1 s lot of nonsense," Admiral Tarris gaid. %"The Klingoens are

our allies!l®

Hihen we have one way of Tinding out for surel™ Komack snapped. Tlgnore
the Vulcans snd run thm rigk of belng one day ahnihilated, or redease the
vulcancid races and out whether they have spoken the ftruth or wmsde
fools c¢f us. W owe dare take the chance that it is the latter.®

Another Admiral
We know nothing

interiupbed, Y1 agree with Komack. It is not worth the

risk., about Vulcauns, but they have been able to cause the
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Klingons a great deal of .frouble, I think they would:prove to be formidable
enemies., Besides, this fellow Kirk is our top Captain. Ve all know hig record.
If he believes this, T think we should listen to him. If we don't we could ba
putting Intc Jeopardy the lives of every man, woman and child on Earth - and
the other Fedematbtion planets,¥ He chuckled. "And from what we have heard of
this T'Pau, I do not melish tangling with her!®

The presiding chaimman stood. ™A lot has been sald. The Council wust
decide. We will-vote now,*

The Tederation stcod gtill and listened. ©Officizls on every member world
transmitied the orders from the Council throush the video-itel networks.

irom this day onward, Tthe planet of Romulus, and all that was the
Romulan Tmpires and the planet and territories of Vulcan, have been
releaged from Klingon -mle. They have been reinstated as free
planets, with the right of self government and the cheoice of entering

the Tederation ag full members.

AlL Vulcan and Nomulan citizens sre to he returned to their home
worlds. If any Vulcan or fomulan citizen is found to have been forced
to remain in the service of a former owner as slave chattel or servant,
that person or versons will face criminal charges., The residing
officials of all wnilanets will undertake the task of repatriation.

Vulcan and Romulon curvency will be reinstabed, The Vulcan and
Tomulan language is %0 be recogniged. Impounded Vulean and Romulan
goods, whether space Transport, material goods or anyithing vulecanoid,
ig to be handed in to Starfleet persormel. Your payment for these
things will be returned by the Federation on production of a receipt.’

I

By command of Admiral MeAxthur, Starfleet Headguariers.®

Speculation swept Through the Federation, and the Klingon Humpire
remained silent,

8They've done 1tlY ¥eloy whooped,; and the bridge erupted in an uprear. The
scene at the Vulcan bose was far more dignified.

fThy people have shown much wisdom, Captain. It is Vulcan's turn to do the
game. Spock, thee may welease the delbails.™

gpock switched on the conscle and sent out the halling frequency. It was
immediately snswered, "Thies ig the U.8.5. Inteprsrise. Ye acknowledge your
signal, Vulcan.®

Spock's face was bland sz vanilla. “Ig the Starfleet Council available?®
"They are recelving you now,’ Uhura angwered.
#Thatts himl? MeCoy yelled a2s the Vulcan sppeared on the screen,

“Starfleet, ag agreed upon, we have the Klingon offensive plan ready.
Prepare to record.™

Starflest's recording computer humsmed, and those present were transfimed
a3 the images flashed ancross the viewscreen. Fvenitually they ceased, and
Mmiral Medrthur faced the viewscreen.

e are indebted to Vulecan. No smount of apologising can undo the damage
that has alresdy been dong, but perhaps cne day we will be forgiven."

gpockts eyebrows did an all-time high., ¥It is illogical to holid a grudge,™
he said. %You acted sccoxding to the informstion you had at the time. Now, it
will be the Vulcan ilders! cholce on continuing relations.?

FeArthur's eyes twinkled, understanding. "0One wmore thing. what about
Captain Kirk?v
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A disguised twinkle, that only Kirk saw, appeared in Spock's eyes. '"Captain
Kirk will remain our guest until the last Xlingon is off Vudcan soil.™

"Wery well,™ the Admiral said. "Fnterprise, stay in the area. MeArthuz
out." The screen went blank., The Federation had a lot of hard work ashesdof its
and there was also the matter of the leak in their security system that had
allowed the Klingons to discover so much about Eapth defences.

The Vulcan transmission was still operating. McCoy bounded forward. "Jim!
Can you hear me?"

"Yes, Bones." Kirk winced at his friend's impetuosity.
"Are you okay®" the Doctor demanded.

"Perfectly, Bones., Sorry - we're cutting the transmission,"

Kirk blushed slightly, knowing that the Council must disapprove of McCoy's
outburst. T'Pau siood. "Thee must excuse us. There are many watters to be
discussed.™

Kirk followed Spock out of the Council chamber. "A formidable lady. Now
I know where you get it from,” he teased.

"What makes you think I am like T'Pau?® Spock asked.
T found out that you're her grandscn.®

"Indeed. Would you have found me as formidable if you had known of it
beforehand?"

"You bet! TI'd have been terrifiedi™ Kirk laughed.

The following months were hectic. The Klingons, in a last desperate bid to
gain the upper hand, launched a half-prepared assault on FRarth. They were
eagily repelled, and after follow-up space battles, were totally defeated.

Those left behind on Vulcan were captured by the townsfolk, aided by the Vulcans
who were returning from the desext.

Military headqQuarters were installed on Klings, while the Vulcan and
Romulan captives were repatristed. Many of those taken from both planets did
not return, the victims of Xlingon brutality. A zone was established around
the BEmpire, controlled by sitrategically placed space stations.

The months were just ag hectic for Xirk. He accompanied Spock everywhere
as Vulcan raised itself from the ashes; letting the Vulcans see that it was
perfectly possible for Humans to work in co-operaticon with them. At first he
had been surprised te discover that the Tulcan was a scientist as well as a
Vulcan Commander, but then, on thinking it over, he did not.find it so incredible
after all, The Vulcans clearly would not find it logical to support an 'idle
rich' caste, and Spock had too brilliant a mind to waste. As the days of
recrganisation progressed, Kirk had come %o admire that fine mind, which
operated almost like a cowmputer.

Finally the last Klingon was deported, and Vulcan entered the Pederation.

On that day of Vulecan victory, Spock entered Kirk's room at the Vulcan
Academy, which had been hasiily repaired.

"yell, Spock,™ Kirk said. "That's everything you've worked for accomplished.”

The Vulean looked almogt agitated. "Indeed.® The dark eyes never left
his. "The Enterprise is in orbit., Will you be leaving now?®

"That was the bargain.,” Would the Vulcan force him to stay longer?

"It was," Spock said quietly. "Come, then. T will take you to the space-
port at ShiKahr. T have permitted myself to inform your people. The Enterprise







awalis her Captain.®

Kirk foliowed the lean figure to the aircar., They travelled in silence all
the way to the spaceport, where they were met by a jubilant MeCoy .

“Jiml  Oh, God, Jim! T never thought I would see you againl" He shot o
dirty look at the Vulcan. %1 want you on board for a physical - nowlt

"Really, Doctor,” Spock said, e are not in the habit of ill-treating our
slaves." XKirk caught a glesm of amusement that flashed in the dark eyes,

"That remains to be seenl™ McCoy snapped. "I also have 2 few things to say
to youl” HWe was really angry, Xirk realised.

"What might that be, Noctor?"™ Spock asked as calmly as ever.

"Just this." McCoy's eyes flashed blue fire. "You betrayed the trust
Jim's mother put in you. For that alone, I would slap you in the brig so fagt
that your ears would spinl®

Spock lifted both eyebrows. "Indeed, Doctor. I hardly think the charge
would...stick, I believe ig the word. Is that the only charget"

McCoy exploded. "Just listen to him! The only charge, indeed! T'11 tell
you what elsel”™ By now Kirk was having difficulty in keeping a siraight face.
"Damage to property! FKidnapping a Starship Captain, not to mention clobbering
the Chiel Medical Officex of the same ship! 7The theft of a long-range shuttle -
and blackmaily not to mention causing an incident on a Federation planet!®
MeCoy stopped to draw brenth,

May L remind you, Doctox, that at the time Vulcan was a planet under enemy
occupations now she is a Jederation member,®

"lknow, T know,* McCoy muttered in disgust., ™I only wish that T never have
to set foot on this dust-bowl again. Also that T never have to see you again.
Let's go, Jim."

Kirk turned to Spock, smiling. "Ie doesn't really mean it, Spock. He knows
as well as T do that we are forever in your debt.w

"T do mean itl" MeCoy yelled. "Whose side are you on?%

Kirvk grinned, and then sohered, looking at Spock. %I am going to misg vou.?"

spock's eyes glowed. %I am somewhal reluctant to release you into the
Toctor's cares; he is ovevemotional.® He extended his hand in the Vulcan salute.
"Live long and progper, James Hirk.™ With that he turned and walked into the
crowd.

“Gveremotional? TicCoy spluttered. "Who does that pointed-eared devil
think he ig?®

Kirk looked after the retrezting back. ¥"Spock of Vulcan,™ he said softly.
Buddenly he laughed., %Tt's good to sze you, Bones,” He steered the still
mittering Doctor towards the transporiter.

ha hrstasis
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A full solar year had passed since the Vulcan incident. The Enterprise
went about her dsily wissions - life had returned to normal.

Vulecan remained in the background of the affairs of the galaxy, but cn those
occasions when she did voilce her apnroval or disapproval, the rest of the
Tederation listened. Wone deemed it wise to ignore her.

One day the routine life aboard the Fnterprise was disrupted. They had
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been engaged in peaceful star mapping when an ion storm struck with little
warning, For hours the ship was tossed about while she battled her way out of
the storm. It was a vexry battebed ship and crew that limped its way into Stare
bag= ¥XI for repairs.

Kirk's face was grim as he walked into the base commodore's office.

"ah, Kirk,* Commander Stone said. '"Take 2 geat. That was quite a stoim vou
went through. I'm sorzy to hear ahout Yomlinson.™

"es, he was a fine officer.” A computer bank had expleded in the science
officer's face midway through the storm. He never stood a chance.

“Toe problem is,® Stone went on, "that we don't have an immediate replace—
ment for you. However, [ understand that your warp drive was damaged. That
means that you will be here for some time. ¥'1l press for a replacement for
you, however, and let you know the wminute I hear anything.®

“T'm short a First Officer too,” Kirk said. "Mine has been promoted and
leaves us hevre. Any word on his replacement??

TSorry, nothing," Stone said flatly.,

Kirk gsighed and staried his debriefing.

The Eanterprise stayed in orbital drydeck for s full month before Scott was
gsatisfied with the refitted engines and warp drive.

The day before the ship was due to depaxt, Kirk visited McCoy for a drink.
"Well, Fones, we leave tomorrow.!
"About time, too,' MeCoy grumbled.

BT thought you would be happy o be st a nice safe Starbase instead of .
having your molecules scatbered about the galaxy,” Kirk teased.

"There is that,” ¥cCoy agreed. YUnfortunately, even I am gelting bored. I
could do with more exciting - and important ~ things to do than handing out
hengover pills.”

They were interrupted by an incoming call from Commodore Stone. He looked
a little irritated. “Jiwm, T heove news about your new First Officer. TYou're
%o break orbit towmorrcow and rendezvous with a shuttle from Earth. He has also
been appointed Science (fficer. Must be a shortages in Starfleet for such an
unorthodox appointment - I just hove he can handle the double job."™ Stone gave
the co~ordinates for the rendezvous.

TThanle you, sir." Kivik was rather relieved. "Mzy I have his name?™”

Stone's expression changed from irritated to uncomforitable. I don't have
any details about him. Starfleet Command said 1t was not necessary because you
know him. Haven't the fsintest idea why they should be so secretive. That's
all, Jim., Stone out.w

YeCoy whistled. "Wow that 1g an unusuval posting. And it's not like Star-
fleet not to give any details beforehand. We'll probably find that he's a demoted
Admiral or something like that.®
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irk grinned. ily likely, ®Bonmes. I'm just grateful to get somebody.
Though I must adwit I can't think of anyone T know who has the gualifications
to handle Pirst Officer as well as Science (fficer.?

The shuttle thatb
design was unknown to

sached the Snterprise was a magnificent craft., The
he bridge crew, though to Kirk it looked...familiar.

i

fiCome on, Bones, let's go and weet our new mystery officer. It. Sulu, you
have the con.”

They took the tuxbolift to the docking hatchs a security guard was already
in pogition, 7They clearly heard the click of metal on metal asn the craft docked.
There was a short wait for pressure equalisation, and then the door slid open.

Kirk's jaw dropped, and he was half aware of s gtrangled exclamation from
MeCoy.

"Spockl® ALl Kiwvk could menage was & half-choked whisper.

An elegant eyebrow lifted. YPermission to come aboard, gir,"

"Granted, Mr. Spockl™ With a wicked smile, Kirk turned %o the still gaping
MeCoy. ™May I introduce you to the Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Leonard McCoy."

Spock let his game wander over MeCoy.

UL do not believe it," Meloy saide #"I-do-not~believe-iti®

"in illogical comment, Doctor, as I am standing in front of you.™  McCoy
later descrived the answer as 'smug'. "You recally, Doctor, that on Vulecan, during
a particulaxly emoticnal outburst,; you wished never to see me agein. T must
admit, I wondered why. S0 « as one of your quotations goes, 'If the mountain
wen't come to Puhasmmed, then Puhammed must go to the mountain'. Studying your
behaviour will be fascinabing,”

for once ¥MeCoy was 1eft speechless.
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Alice Kirk switched of
having Spock on hisg shin
that friendship, but sh
blind sometimes.

her son. He sounded overjoyed at
: smlled. He had taken a long time to formulate
known that he would, in the end. Men could be so

She fingered the exguisite gold chein set with blue Vulean cryatals that h
hung round her neck., The message had been short, 'With gincare apologies.
Spock, !

oz 1t would not do fow a certain Vulcan - or a certain Human — to find out
who had left certain implemonts lying about, especially an sircar that was
usually locked away at nighbt. It would not do at all...
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