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VICE VIRsa ITT

"Dress uniform, spit and polishd ' grumbled McCoy to himselfl as he
{inished dressing in his quarters, 'all because an Ambassador is coming
aboard. Just my bad luck Dr, Syvilk isn't free and I'm to replace himl!

3+i1l mutiering under his breath, McCoy left his cabin and Joined
the group of officers in the hanger deck, The Captitain and his First Cfficer
arrived shortly after the shuttlecralt was announced and the doctor admired
the Vulcen's faultless elegance although he would never lebt him guess., The
First Officer stood most correctly by his Captain's side, but one step
behind, There was a time when McCoy would have resented bitterly seeing Jim
taking second place to a Vulcan. It seemed perfectly natural to him now and
he smiled at Kirk, then watched the arrival of the shuttlecraft.

M average height blue-skinned Andorvian stepped down, followed by
several. others, The security guards gitood at rigid attention as Spock
stepped forward and saluted.

"Welcome aboard, Ambassador Terev,"

The Andorian responded with an impeccable Vulcan salute.

"rhank you, Captain Spock. I expect you have been told that you're to
assist me in the negotiations with the Romulens,"

"eg, Sir. We shall be at the rendez-vous in approximately 5 days, 4
hours and %5 minutes."

"A very good approximation, Captain, Iay I introduce my aides and
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4 stremm of Alien names followed. Spock in tumm introduced the senior
officers and Terev's gaze on Kirk was not friendly. The Human ignored it and
satuted most correctly.

. iy Tirst 0fficer will show you to your quarters, Ambassador," continued
Spocka

"I 'd prefer another puide," aaid Terev harshly, "an officer T can
respecte”

Spock 's attitude became distinctly freeming.

"Commander Kirk is my best officer," he stated, his voice cold and
severe, "and is entitled to all the mespect due to a second in command,"

"He's a Thumani" protested Terev,
"Have you mel Commander Kirk before?' asked Spock.
"o, never,

Mhen may [ ask on what assunption you base your judgement of his value?™

"itve met Humans befcre, and I see you've another Human officer, a
doctor." '

"Dre IcCoy is assistant Chief Medical Officer, replaecing his superior
at this function. Thisz is a Vulcan/luman crew, Ambassador, and the fuman
members are entitled Lo the same consideration as the Vulcans.!

"4 matter of opinion," replied Terev, "however, this is your ship,
Captain,and I am prepared to ignore the Humans if they keep out of my way."
He said this as though gronting a big favour and Kirlk saw ¥McCoy's glare wikh
gome worry. The doclor was near bursting pointbi

"I am sure no-one aboamd my ship wishes lo create difficulties, Sir, I
shall take you fo your quarters myself, will that be satisfactoryz!

"Yes, of course, Captain, thank you." Perev sownded mollified and
followed Spock with hig suite.

"Did you hesr that overbearing, arvogmt..."” HeCoy started to say to
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Hirk as soon as the party had loft,

"“Yes, Bones," interrupted Kirk, "the Captain feared such an attitude and I
vas the test case, How that we know where we stand, keep out of the way."

"7ith pleasure! What about you though, you're senior officer.!

"It's going to be difficult, T know, Spock said it might prove a useful
exercige in self controel and I think he was right."

"Good luck, Jim, better you than mel T hope the Ambassador's stay won't be
prolonged or I might resign,”

Kirk laughed. "Resign so soon alter your promotion? Who was so proud of being
made Assistant Chief dMedicalaessed"

YALL xight, all right, maybe I*'d not regis," grinned McCoy, "thisg is a spod
ship and ['d missgs her,"

"And you'd miss her Captaind' thought Xirk as he hastened to his quarters
to change inito ordinary uniform, "only you'd never admit itI"

He left his cabin for the bridge as soon as he was ready. He was on duty and
sat in the Captlain's chair in his absence, checking their course and estimated
time of arrival, Spock arrived shortly alterwards and Kirk vacated the chair and
handed the fiight up~date for sisning.

"Right on schedule, Captain, we'll be at the rendez-vous in good time,"

Spock signed and Xirk lesned on the amm of the command chair, asking in a
low voice : "How did you get on with our honoured guest?®

"T believe the Ambassador knows my position," replied Spock. "I told him T
would consider any incident occurring in the light of justice, nothing else.

I also hinted that it might be advisable to restrict his movement %o the
officers' deck and the bridge, and that his suite would benefit from similar
restrictions, "

e didn't like that, I bet!" smiled Kirk.

"Wo, but I pointed out that ship matiers were my concern and what T said was
laws I do notl believe many people stood up to him beforve, he looked surprised
that I darved.”

Kirk grimmed and heord Spoclk continue.

"In all faimess, if I resirict our guesis! movements, T should also resirict
the crew. They must know of the guests' attitude by now, and should be asked to
collaborate by avuiding the officers! deck and the bradge, wnless gpecifically
ordered Lo pgo there,"

"Right, I'll pass the word," promised Kirk.

"Will it upset the Humans, Jim?" queried Spock.

"rerhaps, but many must be vupset already by the report of Terev's attitude,
leave it to me, I'11 talk to them,!

Kirk assembled the Human crew and transmitted the Captain's wish, pointing
out that a similar suggestion to restrict their movements had also been made to
the guestsa. Nevertheless, signs of anger and rvesentment were present,

"I see thal you're upset by the Captain's restrictions,? said the Pirst
Officer, going straight to the poinit."

"0f course, HMr. Kirk," replied Scotiy. "This is our ship and what have we
dene not to be trusted to behave?!

"Nothing," agreed Kizk. "However, consider the Captain's position. lie has %o
avoid nasty incidents, therefore, he takes the necessary steps and asks you to
regirict your movements, but he also osked the Andorians to restrict theirs, vet
the Ambassador ig his superior and could have taken it very badly, even acted
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againgt our Captain. He didn't so far, which ig no gusrantee for the fuiure.
I'm sure none of you want to create an impossible situation for the Captain
where he might exercise Justice and be punished for it, isn't that so?"

"The Captain is a just man," said McCoy, '"he would be on our side if we
were right, the Andorians wouldn't like it."

"put like that it's begt if we keep out of the way, for the Captain's
sake"™ added Scotty.

"hank you, Doctor, Mr. Scotts I know T can count on all of you o make
the best of a difficult sitwation and follow the Caplain's wishes,!

The Humans filed out in a differenl mood, one of co-~operation,and to
avoid the Andoriansg would wreally be a pleasurel It wasn't so easy for the
Captain, or for the I'irst Officer, Kirk had just gone off duty when Spock
called him to his quarters.

"sit down, Jim, this is informal, I'm concerned about the reception tonight.
T camnot avoid giving one for the Ambassador without possible offence. As my
First Officer you have to attend,?

Miould you rather I didn't, Spock®?

"our place ig at my side and no~one will say otherwise aboard my own ship.
It ig you I'm concerned about. You may find the reception an ordeal and prefer
not to attend, in which case T'11 understand and will mke excuses for you.™

"Thanks Snoclk, but I'm not afraid of a few Andorians,"

"1 would not appreciate having to reprimand you for lack of resmect or
rudeness o the Ambassador. He nighl proveke you in a way which would give you
no ground for excuses.M

"I would sti1l like to come, and if it proves an cxercise in selif control
g0 much the better," smiled Kirk, "I don't want to place you in an awkward
position ,Spock, and will do my best to keep out of trouble,"

T trust that you will," said Spock with his halfw-smile. "Thank you for

your assistance with the Human crew, I noted their co-operation,"

Kirk dressed for the reception with great cawe. He'd be the only Human
there and was determined to be a credit to his race. Besides, he had to avoid
trouble for Spock's sake, or the Captain could be placed in a very awkward
situation. le jJjoined Spock and hig Vulcan colleagues and the Ambassador and
his suite arrived a few minubtes la ter. As expected, the Ambassador started
making denigrating comments about Humans. Kirk ignored them, but Spock did not.

"Ambassador, do Andorians make a practice of insulting their host?!
"I don't understand!® exclaimed a puzzled Alien.
"I'm half-Human, therefore at least half of your comments apply fto me,"

"I nevers...B0!" protested the Andorian, upset. "Whatever the circumstances
of your birth, Captain Spock, you belong to an outstanding Vulcan family and
your brilliant record ghows you to be the worthy son of Admiral Sarek. I can
assure you that I consider you to be a Vulcan."

"Thank you, Ambassador. Tt is a pity you seem to have met only unworthy
Humans. I agree there are some, but T have found my !luman crew to be loyal and
trustworthy."

"After they tried to kill you in a most cowardly way when you vere
defenceless? How can you bear to have a First Officer whose brother was no
better than a barbarion and who killed his own flesh and bloods!

Kirle whitened, hurt by the resurrection of the past. e had bo leave or he
would be trouble for his Captain. Before the Vulcan could gpeak he said hastily:
"Captain, do not defend me, what the Ambassador said is true. May I ask

your permission to leave before I cause you further embarrassment?!
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"Permission denied," stnted Spock, his voice sharp aivi severe. "This is my

ship and your place is at my side, Ambassador, unless you apologise Ho Commander

Kirk for your remarks, I will consider them a personal slur and act accordingly."

"T never meant to insult youl" protested TVerew,

"Your statement ilmplied that my choice of Mirst Officer was wrong and my
judgement at fault, therefore totally illogical., You cannot accuse a Vulcan of
illogica-lity without insulting him. Do vou choose fto apolozise or do I send an

. - P =l
official complainte!

"You wouldn't darel It's what the Humang call s bluff.M

"Wulcans never blufl, Ambassador."

The Andorian iook an involuntary step vack. Spock's attitude was fearless
and determined., The Ambassador wag his superior in rank, but only for the
negotiations, not when it came to ship matters. Starfleet would uphold Spock,
and it woutrdn't do the Andorian's reputation any good, Reluctantly,he turned
to Kirk.

"] apologise, Commander," he said stiffly.

"Thank you, Sir, no hard feelings," seid Kirk with a smile, trying to
defreeze the atmosphere and placate the Andoxrian, for Spock's sake. The Ambassadorn
was surprised by the smile, but made no comment. The Captain changed the subject
by asking him about his family, something the Andorians liked to talk about and
the worst was over,

The reception finid ed without further incidents, The Ambassador told Spock
he wanted to see him about the coming negetiations the next day, alone.

"Becaugse of classified information, Captain, no other reason,™ he finished.

Clearly he had leamnt his lesson and would leave Kirk alone. They arranged
the time and place snd the Andorian's parting shotl was:

"I"respect your views, Captain Spock, although I don't share them, becausge
I respect yous I noticed the absence of Humans in this area of the ship and
suppose you asked them fto keep away., T trust they will behave,"

Mhoever doesn't will take the consequences, Ambassador. May I trust that
my honoured guests will follow my advice and remain in this areal®

Me'll co-operate, Capiain, you've my word,"

Thig had Kirt go in search of Humams. e found Scolbiy and Sulu in the re-
creation room.

"Spread the word, will you? The Andorians have promised to keep to the
bridge or the officers' deck. The Captain was clever enough tc get their co-~
operation. If any Humen is caught where he shouldn't be, showing the Captain
to be wrong by relying on his crew, whoeover il is will Lace sanctltions, aftex
which I'1l skin him alivel™

"We'll spread the woxd, IMr, Kirk," promised Sulu, impressed by XKirk's
ferocious expression.

Pretty sure that the Humans would keep away, Kirk went Lo his quarters and
changed into his ordinary wniform, then stepped bo Spock's cabin next door and
went in at his invitation,

"Thank you for your support, Captain, but you took a risk,"

"Wot really, Jim," assured Spock, "Starfleet doesn't approve of attacks or
rudeness against its officers, even Human ones,”

"Are all Andorians anti-Human?!

"lloy, some are snd some arve nokt, it's difficult to assess which side has a
majoritys My lfather found both support and antagonism from them in Starfleet,"

"I'm glad the Ambassador has regpeclt and esteem for you and hope you'll he
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able to collaborate with him at the negptiations."

" want you to attend them, Jim. I value your advice and you were
present at the first meeting with the Romulans,"

"he Ambassador may not like it."

"That is irrelevant, I will put the request to him at the meetling
tomorrow and he'll accept. I presume your visit wasn't meant for an exchange
of views alone, am I right?"

Kirk smiled, "It's your fault Spock, you should never have introduced
me Lo that Vulcan game of yours. It makes chess child's play and T'm
determined to beat you one day."

Spock brought the geme out and Kirk helped him to set it up. The
contest of skill was called Kal-Toya and the Wirsit Officer was only Just
mastering the rules, thanks to Spock's pabtience. Secon the two officers had
forgotten all about Andorians and Homulans and were companionably absorbed
in the game,

No incident marred the jouwrney. Kirk felt proud of the lHuman crew,
everyone had behaved but then no-~cne would have wanted to cause trouble to
their Captain. The fear of sanctions was secondary to this and the Wirst
Officer felt justifiable pride of such an achievement when scomeone like Sulu
for instance had once bheen a Ffanatical member of the infamous Party. Vhen
the Mnterprise arrived at the rendez~vous pointb, Kink joined Spock, hoth in
full dresg wniform again and saild on thelr way Lo the transporter:

"Miveryone behaved., We've a good ship and a pood crew, Spock, but then
we've a good Captain."

"And an excellent Mirst Officer," added Spocka.

Hirk smiled wamly at the sofltening of the dark eyes and looked forward
to assisting his Captain at the negotiations. Romulansg were interesting Aliens,
shthough not e be drusted completelyl

The meeting was to take place on the planet vhere the Romulan colony had
been killed by Humans, who had in turn been exterminated by Bomulans, It was
perhaps not a good omen, thousht Kirk as they waited for the Ambasgsdor and
his suite, but it was a good strategic place for digcussions, easily accessible
from both sides without revesling the position of home worlds. After a
preliminary contact with the Romulans, the Ambsssador and his suite were
beamed dovm, as well as Spock, Kirk, the Science Officer ond the Chiefl Medical
Officer, The Security Chiel alsc accompanied them wilh several guards,

A Rorulan Ambassodor welcomed bhem, and his party alse included the
Romulan Commander Spock had met before, Ambassador Decius and Commander Tal
were impressive representatives of their race and met the other party on equal
terms, without condescension, which could be a pood omen.

The preliminary talic about a possibie alliance went smoothly. The Orions
vere becoming a menace to the Homulang, the Klingoms to the iederation. it
seemed right to co~operate sgninst enemies. Compensation had been given to the
Homulans for their lost colony and Spock's courage in guing alone aboard an
Alien ship and honouring his woxrd not to pursue her had impressed the Aliens.
They were curious about the Federation and keen to join if profitable to both
parties. Spock knew from Ambassador Terev that the Iederation Cowncil hoped
the Romulans would joinj; they would make invaluable allies ageinst the Klingons.
Not only that, it was esseniial to avoid a Klingon-Rormulan alliance if possibleld
The negotiations started in earnest after a couple of days of general discuss-
ionss The two Ambassadors were on friendly terms, as were Spock and Commander Tal,
Everything was ine, the Romulans were keen fo join the Federation. Then came
the stumbling block : Earthaea.ses

When Ambassador Decius locked at the list of plansts members of the
Federation and saw Barth, he declared blunily that big people would never
collaborate with vicious killers and that there was ne point in further talls,
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Ambassador Terev lLooked stunned and speechless, so Spock addressed the Romulan,

"ixcellency, I'm at a loss to understand your reaction. You must have known
from my Romulan colleague, Commander Tal, that T had a Humen First Of ficer,"

"Yes, T knew, but he and I assumed the PFederation accepted a few Humans here
and there because they had proved worthy. YWe had no idea Barth actually belonged
to the group. I'm sure you'll understand that I cannot feel anything but hate
for Humang when my own son and his lamily were kilied - on this world.?

The Andorian Ambagsador had recovered his voice by then and gympathised with
the Alien, then went on lo explain that Farth was o member, but not on egual
terms wilth other races and no Humangs could hold a high position anywhere.

"Commander Kirk is an exception," finighed Terev," but even he would find it
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to become Starship Captain.'

This mollified the Romulans and Terev went on to say that the tapes sent by
the Romilang to the Federation indicated that they would be worthy members, there
was no question of restrictions for them, apart from the usual shori-teim period
of adjustuent between the different cultureg. This meant for instence thal s
Romulan Commander couldn't be Captain of & Federation vessel, or vice versa,
without preliminary lraining. Tervev finished by pointing out thal the Romulans
hasl common roolts with the Vulcans and Vulecaons were highly respected and esleemed,

Kigk had to hand it to the Andorian, he knew hig job! The meeting broke for
the night with the Romulans going do think things over and comsult their Govermment.
A 'yegtwas hopeful,

In the privacy of the qguarters he shared wilh Spock for the duration of the
taiks, Kirk asked thatl evening:

"Ten't it wrong not to mention the poasibility that Barth will become full
member il the experiments are a success?™

"T wag forbidden by Terev to mention it, and I cannot disobey a direct
oxder,"

"o, agreed XKirk, thoughtlful. "Besides, ours may be the only successful
one, hardly enousgh to convince anybhody."

"Our experiment will not be recogmised at once, Jim..."
The Vulcan stopped suddenly and Kixk understood why.
"o, not when it nearly cost you your life."

"Jim, T regrel bringing back those memories.s.."

Kirk smiled without embarrassment or annoyance.

"L believe I've laid the ghost of the past, Spock, although I resented
being reminded by Terev, e meant Lo hurl me, you didn't."
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Spock had sat at his desk and looked thoughtful in fuimn,
"I'm not sure it is wise to have ihe Homulansg join the FPederation. It
could make things worse with Harth."
"hings have always been bad with Earthi'" sighed Kirk, "lven I, a Human
can understand that it will benefit the Federation il the Romulans join,™

"You're a special Human, Jim," said Spock, the hint of a smile in the
dark eyes, 'However, it is poinitless to speculate, the decision is not ours
to male

USo we'll wait and see,'" concluded Xirk philosophically, "It's unlikely
to affect ug or the ship, that's the main thing.,"

Kirk was to remembexr those wordes and wonder whether he had temphed fate
by saying theml

The Rormulans kept away for a couple of days, having private discussions
and referring to ftheir government. Kirk didn't mind, he made progress at the
Kal-Toya contest!

At last, the Pederation group was called to a meedting and Ambassadorn
Deciug slated : "I've been ingstructed by my Government to tell you that we'll
be honoured to become members of your Fedevation,?!

"The United Federation of Planets is honoured te welcome you,' replied
Terev, happy at the oubcome.

Mowever, before any final commitment is made, we reguire certain
conditions bo be filled, most of them minor, bult one is essential.”

He paused briefly, then continued:

e want a fim guarantee tholt Darth will remain a secondary member and
Humane kept out of high positions.™

This didn't vorxy Terev. Waen he saw that Spock wanted to speak he thres
him a severe glance, Undeterred, the Vulcon addressed Dacius.

iRxcellency, 1t is possible that iarth, at some fubture time, will prove
vorlthy of being 2 full member. In view of that possibility, don't you agree
that your request i excessived"

"o, Captain, ve don'l trust Earlh people,”

"I've [umans as part of my crew and T trusgt them," stefed Jpock in spite
of threatening locks from Terev.

"Whether you're right or wrong in doing so is your own affair, Captain
Spocks. We want the condition fulfilled,"

"T agree that you have grounds to ask for such a condition, Ercellency,”
gaid Spock calmly, "It was unloritunate that the only Marth neonle vou met
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were criminalse Is it logical to assume that because of that one event, all
Tarth people are criminals?"

"I gupposc noty; but those criminals could have boen sent by their
Govermment for all we know, to iake needed riches hack 4o imnrth,?

"Yet the compensation you received from the federation was given by the
Barth Goverrment, therefore logic indicoteseees

"Captain Spoci, you will desist," ordered Terev severely, "I will not
have you imply lhat the Fomulan Ambassador is illogical.™

"I apologise, Excellency," said Spock, his voice as calm snd smooth as
ever, "such an implication was never in my minda."

The Romulan wag watching him with undisguised curicsity.

"' sure 1L wamsn™," he agreed, "I regpect your judgement, Captain, and
undergtand that you feel youtve bto atand up Tor Lhe [umang in vour orow. Footh
commendalyle, !
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"ay T suggest a compromise?! asked Spock, in spite of Kirk's whispered
wordss:

"Shut wp, Spock, don't push your luclkd"

The Romulan told him to proceed and Terev could only second it,

"Have the condition you want included in the membership treaty, but add
the stipulation that should Barth prove worthy at a future date, and should
there be a majority of waces in lavour, you will not oppose full membership
in those circumstances. Let me explains.e..”

"hat's enoughd! interrupted a very ag aitated Terev,.
"o, let him speak," ruled Decius,
Terev'is warning look that he was digging his own grave didn't deter Spock.

"Thank you, Excellency. I was going to explain that among the many races
belonging to the U.F.P., you will find allies also wanting Barth to remain a
secord ary member, therefore should you feel you have to veto Farth's entry at
any time, you would find support and assistance."

"Pppe enough,® adnitted Perev, ''Many people were against Barth's re-admission
after the barbaric massacre of all Aliens.”

"A race of killers," said the Romulan with disdain. "However, I appreciate
Captain Spock's sense of justice, It is possible, although unlikely, that Zarth
will mend ite ways in the far distant future. [ will discuss thig with my
Government and let you know the outcome."

The meeting broke up 2nd Terev turned on Spocks.

"our interfersnce will be reported, Captaine. You acted without my authority
and without consultalion with me, Had the Romulan Ambassador taken offence, you
ight have killed the negotistions.”

"I do not believe the Romulans to be totally devoid of logic, Sir."
"Are you implying that I am??

"o, Ambassador. T believe il is adviseble to obtain the best possible terms
for a treaty, but those terms should be in sccordance with jusiice,”

"Jhich can be a matter of opinion. Don't you realise that your champlonship
of Barth could be detrimental to your career? What gives you the right to speak
for Garth anywayd!

"Being half-Human, Sir,"

"Yes, I cen now believe that you are," was Terev's vindictive remark as he
turned to go. Just as well he had tuined away, or he might have geen Kirk's
anger and his step forward to tackle the Andorian and tell him a few bhome truths
for hurbing Spock, His Caplain stopped him with an diron grip.

"Stop, don't say a word, Jim, it's an owxder," he whigpered, as the Ambassador
uncongcious of the small incident, stenped out at last. Kirk forgot his anger
in his concern for Spock.

TDon 't Lake any nobice of him, he was just being objectionable, Can he make
trouble for you?"

"Pogsibly, but nmot if the Romulans accept my suggestion. Terev will take the
credit then "

"Of all thees.. You won't stand fow it, will you?®

iho obtained the best tems is not important, Jim. Vhat matters is that
they are obfained."

"So you'll let him get away with ite"

"actually, T doubt that anyone who kmows him will believe he asgiked for that
amendment, !
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"Goodd" beamed Kirk, but worry soon made him frown darkly. "You
shouldn't have taken such chances, Spock. Farth won't even know and
wouldn't be grateful if she knew, I beti"

"I had to try, Dom't you see that it means the ond of experiments
otherwise? Iarth would have no chance and the Party would then feel justified
in taking any action,'

"God forbidd" Kirk shuddered at the thought, "Let's hope the Romulansg
aEree.

Perhaps because they thought the question would never arise, the Romulans
agreed to Spock's amendment. If Terev resented his inability to get at Spock
he didn't show it ané the talks finished on an amicable noite,

Buack on the Interprise now set on the journey fo Sterfleet HQ, Kirk went
to see MeCoy to give him an account of recent eventse.

"ibout timel Fed up with the company of a computer at last?" was the
greeting he received from the doctor.

UTE T thought you meant it, fones, you'd be on the floor begging for
merey by nowd"

"ike that, is it? What happened? Is the Captain all right?" asked
McCoy, his concern so evident that Kirk smiled at him, He related what had
happened and McCoy's concern increaseda

"Tg the Andorian guing to make trouble for our Captain?!

"et's hope note There could be itrouble anyway, Dones. If the Party
emphasizes the Romulans' condition, mentioning the amendment in passing, it
will give it new life."

"TH will, " agreed HMeCoy darkly. "It's like living on a tight ropel"

"Spock fears that the Romulans will also give new 1life o the races
opposing Tarth foll membership.”

"la could bhe right. Prospects for lumans are becoming dimmer by the
minute, "
-

"8ti1), it's useless bto worry at this stage, we can but wait. See you,
Bones, 3pock is waltings'

"Look here, Jim Xirk, T hardly see you these dayse. Camtt the Captlain
spare you for once?®

Miellesese adnitted Kirk a little ruefully, "It's me who can't spare
him. I'm dead keen on learning o Vulcan game to best him at it, Kal-Toya."

BTa it like chesg?!

"ot really. The boards are palterns of geometrical shapes, and the
pieces we move are also geometrical shapes. Players can not only move the
pieces, bul alter the boards looe Play is three dimensional like chess, but
it is far move complicated because of the possible changes to any board at
any timGeoaases'

"Sounds helll If you gel headaches, i%'il sevrve you right. Good luck
at it just the same, and don't become Vulean with so much Vulcan company!™

Kirk grinned and depnrted, hastening to Spock's guarters. ie was
getting the rules straight at last, the contest should become even more
'Fascinating' from now on, ’

Kal-Toya wasn't the two officers' main occupation though, They had
their report to Starfleet to make and it provoked an argument, until Spock
ruled that his part in the proceedings should be minimised, in deference
to Terev who had conducled the talks most efficiently,

The Andorisn Ambassador was also sending his reports and recommendations
to the Fedewvation Council. By the fime the Enterprise arrived at Starbase 1
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Romulan membercship had already been debated and accevnted with a good majoritya
The acceptance included all conditiong and amendments and only the cone secured
by Spock had brought Vulcan support and that of other plancts often relying on
Vulcan's lead.

There was no known reaction from the Party yet, bul irk lellt sure that
would come, Spock had talked to his father during the jJovraey and it soon became
evident to hig First Oflicer that some thing was on his mind. Pearing some
complaint from the Andorian, he was a little reassured wvhen Spock told him Terev
had taken no action. The Vulcan refused to comment further on his precceupation
though, and Kirk didn't press him, respecting bhie wishes and privacy. Spock
would tell him in nis own pood time.

Meanwhile, leave was being gronted to the officers and crew in stirict rota-
tion and Kirk beamed dowm to the Leisure Centre with McCoy and Scotty, after
Spock had assured him he could he spaved. The Captain would deal with Starfleet
HR and spend some time with his family.

The Teisure Centre provided a wide variety of entertainment and activities
to accommodate mosit Aliens and the three Huwrans enjoyed their stay. Scotty was
nleased to discover some genuwine whisky being sold and mede the most of il,
which meant he overdid 1t a litlles Hig two frionds got him back abeard in good
time to get sober and left him to ite Kirvk and lleCoy had had the occasional
drink, but neither were the type ‘o enjoy temporary escapism into druckenness
guite apart from the need for a Trst Officer and a doclor to sel a good example
by retuming abomrd in full possession of their faculties. Kirk found a message
on his degk asking him to go to the Captain's guarters and he complied,

He found Spock meditating cover steepled fingers and stared at the drawn
features. Por a [Mleeting ing tant pain appeared in his gaze a3 1t settled on
jig]

Kirics

"Spocklee.e YVnat's wrong? Arve you hurt? Why didn't you call be back from
leave?"?

"It would have sexvved no purpose," said a dead voices

"AL least you wouldn't have been alone fo desl with whatever it was! There's
a saying that a trouble shared is o trouble halved, so come on,out with it, Firgt
shall I call Dr, Syvik? You don't look well,™

"I'm pexfectly fit, do not disturb the doctors I was at Starfleet 19 all this
time, bul achieved little, and Father was unable to assist any longer, at least
not directlysees

Spock had a fived lock as though on o nightmarich vision and Kirk wderstood
the extent of his tiredness when he talked appsrently at rondom,

"Has anything happened to Admiral Sarek?" he asked worriedly.
"MOwen yoilaes Jimy, I wanbed 10 2esiglesce Toasee

e shook his head as thoush to clear it and Kirk was by then franticslly
vorried, Yhat had they done to him? Taken the fnterprise away?

"Spock, ' he said gently, sitting on the desk and putiing a Lriendly hand on
his shoulder, "start al the beginning and tell me whet havneneda

the soothing core and the friendly touch worked. Spock took a ¢rin on himself
and looked upe

"Th concemms you, Jime!

"oes 147" oxclained Kirk, mrtly relieved. "Then you're still Captain of the
Interprise?"

"Yes, I wanted to resign, but il would have served no purnose, on the
contrary."

"The beginning, Spock, rlease,' reminded Kink softly,

"es, Jims I wes called to Starfleet TQ as you know, shortly alffer we arrived,"
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Aind you've been there all that time? I thought you were with your
father"

"7 talked to him during the jowmey and he warned me o expect great
difficultlies. ilis term of officer as Head of Starfleet has come to an end.
You know thatl each Admiral is given charge in bumn every five years., His
successor ig an Andorian, Admiral Tholev, who has been against the
Interprise experiment from the start."

"Oh no! Ts it being cancelled lhen?"

"o, A project started by one Admiral cannot be arbitrarily cancelled
by his sucecessor without valid reasons, What Admiral Tholev is attempting
ig to reduce the chances of success to practically nil."

Mowe!
"Youtre no longer to be my Firast Officer."

Although shatltered by the news, Kirk understood why Spock had been so
hurt, and how he must have fought the injusticess..

"You were to lose your rank of Commander too, bul I managed to salvage
that much,' added Spock.

Wihat have I donet"

Mlothing, Jim, except be the best First O0fficer in Starfleet. That is
vwhy it is & grave injustice and I would have resigned over the issue, but
Father pointed out that if T did, Tholev would have won already."

Me probably hoped you'd resign! Surely there's to be a reason for my
demotion though, isn't therep!

"Yes, and a very clever one, 1f, as Father and T say, the Inlterprise
experiment is a success, then it should be proved with other Aliens, Therefore
an Aliem PMirst Officer will be appointed.”

) Mir, Salyk perhaps? I don't mind him,"
"o, I doubt that it will be a Vulcan, with so many Vulcans aboard already."

"Tt1d not wreck the experiment," agreed Kirk sadly. "The Interprise
experiment ism't public knowledge though, what official reason will be given
for losing my pogition of Mwrst Officere”

"Simply that the ship should becowme multi-racizl and the position of
First Officer being so important shouldn't be combined with other duties.”

"l see, I keep my post of Chief Navigator, bubt lose the other one, trust
them to do it that wayi"

Ui Alien Security Chief will also be appointed, Solek is transferred to
another shipe Half the Juman crew will be translerved mnd new flumans tekena "

Wil That's unfair! It should be a quarter only,”
"he Admiral was cntitled lo malke this new ruling."
"Inything else? Am T being transferred foo or do I stay aboarde!

"You stay, if you want to, as Chief MNavigator with Sirsk. Because of
your rvank of Commander, you would be third in the line of command,"

Spock's eyes expressed goryow for a second as he added:

T regret [ could o nothing-to prevent this, Jim, and will uvnderstand
if you wisgh to leave,"

"You kept wy renk of Commander, I'l) still be a senior officer, thore-
fore able to help. If you're not quitting, why should 1% Only o rat would
desert 3 friend in need,"

"A ralb? T dont't see wholt o rodent hos $0saaes”
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"Sorry, Spock,! grinned Kixk, "one of my Human expressions. What I meant
wag that with top brass like Tholev on your back you need all the help you
can get or this experiment is doomed,"

"The chances are not good with all those changes at once,"

"ile both worked hard at this, Spock, and I'm not going o give in to an
Andorian or anyone else without a fight. I'm staying,"

A tiny sigh of relief escaped Spock. The Mrst Officer squeemed his
shoulder wilth » smilea

"T should bhe offended that you doubted mel"

" did not, Jim, but it was still a relief Lo hear you say it. Iather
helped as much as he was able to, hisg influence is not negligible, bul we
were only able to achieve minor victories Llike you keeping your rank and not
more than three Alien Q0fficers being introduced at a time. By Aliens, I mean
of course the new comers will not bhe Vulcans, or Humansg,

"No, it'd be too essyl Do you know who is being replaced?!
"Solek only so far, apart from the new First Officer. T was zlsgo able to
have a say in fthe chenge of fumans, and managed to keep the most reliable ones
. aboard.®
"Good, Bones and Scotty are staying then, and they'il help. You've not
done too badly against such odds, Spock."

"7 fought the Admiral and his staff step by step and salvaged what I cowld.
I was wnable to salvage what T wanted to keep mogt."!

Kirk swallowed the small lump in his throat,

"ou didn't think I would hold it agminst you, do you? Your father was
right, you mustn't resigne. Thoelev may have won most of the first battle, butb
we'll make it jolly hard for him to win any more."

“Phank you for your supvort, Jim, I had not realised the extent of my
dependence on you,"

"That makes two of usi" grimmed Kirk.

Yfhis injustice will also give new life to the Party.!

"Why? I'm condemned to death, why should the Parly care?... You may be right
though, the Parly will use me il it serves a purpcse. The crew will be upset,
but they won't blame you."

"The new Officers could meke life unpleasant aboard, although T will atltenpt
to minimise this.™

Kirk nodded thoughtlfullys. Life aboard the Enterprise might not be so pleasant
soond

"There's more," continued Spock, "although it doesn't concern the ship
directly. The first Rormulan Councillors have taken their seals on the Federation
Council and have given new strength to the opposition to Rarth, as T feared.
They were informed of the experiments and told that at least one had already
failed in an administrative branchs Vulican was wnable to stop & resolution
proposed by the Romulans to make the existing experiments as stringent as possible.”

YIn order to make them fail," concluded Kirk, “Bones was right, the prospects
for ftaans are becoming dimmer by the minutes"

"Becauge of that resolution, Father and T could do little againgt Tholev's
nev measures aboul the Enterprise.”

"Stop blaming yourself, Spock, you did what you could, and it wasn't easy, 1
beta"

"Ho. I was even threatenmed to be brought in fronl of a disciplinary courb,!

My !
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wadmiral Tholev found my logic difficult to overcome and attempted
threats. When he saw they had no effect, he desisted,"
"Mmew he couldn't make them stick I expects”

Kirk made a rapid mental calculation and realised that Spock had been
at Starfieet HO for over two weeks fighting his superiors, Probably never
slept or ate! Very gently, he made him get up.

"Youtre exhausted, come and reste"
The Vulcan didn't resist and let Kirk put him o bed without protest.

Mfouldn't you like some food?"

"o, thank you Jim, you have done enoughe I shall have recovered by
tomorrow, "

"T wish you had celled mel" said Kirk a little angrily, rather upset
that Spock had lived through that time with the knowledge that he was to
loge his First Officer and had refused to share the stress.

Mihy cancel your leave to no purpose? There was nothing you could
have done."

Except share your pain, thought Kirk, but you kept it to yourself
and tried to spare me for as long as possible. He sald nothing aloud, just
pulled a chair and sat by the bed.

MT111l go when you're asleep," he smiled.

Spock 's eyebrow rose, but he didn't protest, which didn' surprise
Kirk. With all the protesting the Vulean had done at Starfleet HQ, he was
probably unable to do any morel

Tt didn't take long for the Captain to fall asleep and Kixk left
silently, nearly colliding with Dr. Syvik at the door,

"ow is the Captain?! asked the Vulcan.
"So you know{ Who elgeft

"No-one, Mre. Kirk. Admiral Sarek called me on a private channel and
wvhat he told me I kept to myself.™

Relieved that no rumours had got to the crew, Kirk led him to his
Capltain.

"perhaps you should check him, Doctor. He was under stress for a long
time, "

U know," The doctor used his scanner and touched Spock's head briefly.
e will be all right, Mr. Kizk, the stressz has eased now."

Because he shared it with me, thought Kirk, I only wish he had done it
earlier! The docltor and the First Officer left the Caplain to his much
needed rest and stopped in front of Kirk's cabine.

"Rest assures that I will not say anything, Mr. Kirk, It is the Captain's
duty to inform the crew of events." said Dr, Syvik.

"Thank you, Doctor, I know I can count on you."
"admiral Sarek geve me this message for his son,"

"T11l give it to the Captain when he wakes, " promised Kirk, taking the
small tape.

Once inside his quarters, Kivk lay on his bed and thought he might have
to move soon to another cabin., He would hate to be away from Spock's
quarters, so handy for Kal-Toya... Spock's ordeal had stopped him from
thinking much aboul himgelf, bui now the full impact of the loss of hias
position as Firsgt Officer hit him and he felt wave after wave of violent
anger gubmerge him. Hard work and dedication had earned him the post. He had
been an asset to his Captain, had worked as hard as Spock for the success of
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the experiment. No-one had the righte... He got up and paced his cabin, trying
to work off his fury. When it abated a litlle, hurt replaced it, and resent-
ment against Starfleet Officials who could treat an officer in such a way,. He
ghould resigne... Only a second made him quash the possible solution instantly.
His Captain needed him now more than ever, to desert him would make Kirk lose
all self-respect, It would have helped to confide in McCoy, give vent to the
resentment against Aliens, but he mastered the impulse,. Although Bones wouldn't
talk if asked not to, he might go about with a long face which could arouse
suspicion.

Kirk lay on his bed again, feeling better now that he had released hurt,
anger and resentment. If he had anything to do with it, the Andorian Admiral
would discover that to wreck the Initerprise experiment was impossible! The First
Officer's last thoughts as he fell asleep were that it could have been much
worse, had he and Spock been separsted, As long as they were together, there
was hope of summounting the greatest difficuliies; they hadn't done so bhadly in
the past!

The next day he collected Spockf's breakfast from the dining area and sav
McCoy's immediate concern,

"Ts the Captain 1117V

"o, but he tends to forget what he calls 'non-essentials', like food, ['11
introduce him to breaktfast in bed."

"He'1ll call it illogical," grinmed McCoy.

Kirk buzzmed the door, heard the question 'who is it?' and was invited to
entoer, He was pleased to find that Spock had not been awake for long and was
still in bed,

"What is this?" asked the Captain, eying the tray suspiciously.

"Breakfast, Captain... Ho, stay therel"

He-was too late, Spock had got up in a swift movement and protested:

“Jim, I'm not an invalid, There was 1o reason for you to act as a steward."

"Now, Spock, don't get on your high horse, please." He grimned as the
Vulecan looked around the cabin.

"I fail to see a horse anywhere, These Human sayings of yours are odd to
say the least."

"Fever mind Human sayings, get back into bed and have your breskfast."
"Certainly not. To eat lying down would be most uncomfortable,!

"You have to sit up! ALl right, sit at your desk and eat then, I should
have known you wouldn't appreciate breakfast in bed, it's too Human."

Spock gettled at the desk after a slight hesitation.

"I do appreciate your gesture in bringing me food, Jim, T am hungry,"

Kirk didn't mind that it'd be all the thanks he would get.

"You may have a difficult dey ahead of you, Spock, someone had to remind
you of mon-egsentials!,"

Spock eyes smiled at him and he smiled back,

"However, if I'm to move from the next cabin, don't expect food deliveries
in the future," )

"I trust you will not feel the need to act as a steward again. You're my
First Officers..." He stopped and looked apologetically at Kirk, then continued:

"You will not move from your cabin, there's no need, You're a senior officer
entitled to have living quarters on the Officers! deck. The new First Officer
can have the cabin on the other side of this one."
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Wihich is vacent. Hope he will accept it, I'd hate to move," admitted
Kirk honestly. "By the way, Dr. Syvik gave me this message for you from ‘
your father,"

Spock ‘took the small tape and put it aside, clearly to iigten to later,
so Kirk continued:

Mihat about the crew? They should be told as soon as possible or they
might hear wild rumours from the Starbase persomnnel,”

"Tt is my intention to inform them today," agreed the Capfain, "Tague
the order for general assembly in one hour's time, I'l1l be ready by then, "

Neither Humans nor Vulcans suspected anything as they saw their
Captain and Pirst Officer come in. Spock faced his crew while Kirk stood
a couple of paces behind him. Keeping strictly o facts, the Captain armounced
Starfleet's changes for the Enlerprige in a completely cold and impersonal
voice. He made no comment, said nothing of his opposition and read out the
names of the Mumans to be transferred, as well as Lieutenant Solek of Security.
fle finished with the simple staltement that he trusted his crew to collaborate
with him now asg they had in the pasta

The Humens seemed too ghunned to react yelt and even the Vulcans looked
faintly disturbed, Kirk stepped forward and asked respectfully:

"May I have your permission to say a few words, Captain?"
"Proceed, Mr. Kirk, T trust you will be brief,"

Kirk nodded, He would respect Spock's reserve and say nothing of his
efforts and struggle.

a1l T wish to state is that as far as I'm concerned, I accept the
changes. The Captain can be assured of my full co-operation as in the past."

Mhank you, Mr. Kirk." Turning to the assembly, Spoclk said only :
"iami ssed,.”

The crew trooped out and Kirk remained behind with his Commanding Officer,
whose icy features didn't fool the Human. He guessed how Spock felt responsible
for his inability to avoid the injustice %o his crew, and the lack of
recognition of their achievement by Starfleet.

"hey!1l understand, Spock," he said gently. "I'1l go and listen to some
reactions. Will you be in your quarterst"

"o, on the bridge. I will assess any reaction from my officers there,”

Reagsured that Spock was once again the cool and efficient Vulcan after
his temporary weskness the day before, Kirk left for sickbay. He was glad
that the Captain hadn't tried to hide from his First Officer; Spock would
have hated anyone else to see him then, but Kirk he had welcomed, a rare
proof of trust. He found MeCoy sitting at his desk frowning darkly at Scotty
who didn't look calm.

"Hag Starfleet gone stark raving mad?" were Scotty's first words to
Kirk, "Do they want a mutiny?"

"They might get one,'" murmured MeCoy, "and who can blame the crew if
your devotion to the Captain brings that kind of resultge!

Mfe tve collaborated with the Vulcans, achieved a unity of purpose I'd
never had believed possible at one time," said Scotty, "and what thanks do
we get? We Jose our First Officer, some of us are transferred away from s
ghip we like and new Aliens ave thrown at usi"

"It won't work, Jim," added MeCoy sadly. "The Captain should see that,™

Kirk, vho had let them vent their anger freely without interference, now
reacted, Do you believe Spock iz responsible for all this? He has to obey
orders too."

"He can appesl to Admiral Savek," McCoy pointed oub.
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"MIig Father's term of office ig over. An Andorian, Admiral Tholev, is in
charge, !
"1 see," gaid McCoy, now thoughtful,

"If he's anything like the Ambassador who came aboard, God help usl"
muttered Scotty, thoughtful too.

"Did the Captain try to fight this?" asked the doctor,
"What do you think?" replied Kirk, giving nothing awaya

"he Captain wouldn't have lost his Pirst Officer without a fight, he's
a just man, or rather a just Vulcan,™ stated Scotty.

Mle could have resigned as a protesti" remarked McCoy.

"ould you have preferred another Captain?" asked Kirka

The doctor had been observing his friend and read some of the unsaid things.
"T guess he had 5 bad time," he gighed, "it's unfair to him too,™

"Aye, it is," agreed Scoitty, also understanding. "He did a great job with
his ship and crew, and for all the thanks he gets, he might as vwell not have
botheredi"

"Are the other Humans blaming him?!" asked Kirk,

1T don't think they will after thinking things out for themselves,!
agsured Scotty.

"ow-r statement that you're staying aboard will help, Jim,' added McCoy
"out things may get difficult just the same,"

"T know, a lot will depend on the new officers.”

"ind on the new crew,” finished Scotty. "You can bet that some will be
Party membersi"

The prospect of seeing the ghost of the Party resurrected aboard was not
pleasant, to say the leaste It was rathetr upsetting to believe they had got
rid of an infestation, only to see it brought back and by Starfleetl! While the
renewal of 2% of the Human crew had been plammed, it should have taken place
after the experiment was recognised as a success, not before, To change half
so guickly and unexpectedly was hard {o take, Kirk left his two friends, sharing
their subdued and unhappy meood, and went to the bril ge. The Captain was absent.

"o 's checking suxiliary control, Mre. Kirk, a malfumction has been detected,"
reported Mr, Salyk, the Science OLficer,

Kixk sat in the command chair and wondered if it was for the last time in
his capacity of First Officer. He knew he would resent bitterly anyone else being
2nd in command and hoped to be able to hide it, for Spock's sake as much as hisg
OWIle

"Mre Kirk," said the Science Officer who had approached, '"my fellow officers
aslted me to convey their regrel al your arbitrary demotion. We aprpreciated your
services to the Captain and to the ship and will miss your guidance,"

"thank you, Mr. Salyk," replied Kirk, moved that the Vulcen had managed to
convey so much with simple words. "We may have difficult bimes ahead and I'm
sure the Captain can count on 211 of you "

At least Spock has loyal officers left around him, he reflected, we should
prove a match for any newcomer, .

The Captain arrived on the bridge then and Kirk was geing 1o vacate the
command chair, but he was stopped.

"Stay here, FMr. Kirk, T've to go to my quarters shortly for a communication
from Starfleet. What was my crew's reaction?t

Kink made his report and finished by assuring Spock that the Humans would
understand and collaborate,
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Hle didn't wait for an answer, knowing only too well that Kirk
couldn't give one. A while later, the First Officer was called fo Spock's
gquarters.

"Ttye been given the names of the new officers, Jim,"
"Oh! TLet's hear the worstiY

"orst may be right," admitted Spock calmly. "The First Officer is to
be a Tellarite, Commander Gav," N

Wit would beld" said Kirk through cienched teeth, cursing the new Admiral
in charge of Starflcet freely in his mind. It was a well known fact that
Tellarites and Humsns didn't get on very well, War had nearly broken out a
‘couple of times and the situation was very strained on both sides. To
introduce a Tellarite to replace him wouldn't be welcome by any Human.

"he Security Chief is an Andorian, Lieutenant Commander Theline"
"Is he anti-Human? You said soﬁe verenttooss e

"1 do not kmow, Jim. His record shows very'lﬁttle contact with Humans
up to now," :

"Hets bound to be if Tholev chose himd™

Spock hesitated, ™helin is known to me," he said at last. MHe's from
a hisgh Andorian fanily who used to visit Vulcan at times and stayed at my
home e ! ' '

A friend?!

"No, you of all people should know I had no friend uwntll you came
aboard."
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Some emotion showed only in Kirk's eyes as he continued the conversation
about the newcomera

Mihat is he like?"

"IL've not seen him for several years, but do not believe he would see
Humang as equals,"

"In other words, he is likely to be arrogent and treat us like dirt,"
translated Kirk.

"I believe the Humans' name for their Captain was 'His Tordship' at one
time," said Spock with a half smile.

"It suited youw, still does," teased Kirk, grinning,
Spock's hands had Joined and his head rested on sieepled fingers,

"To command my ship with so many new Human members and two possibly hostile
officers is going to prove extremely difficult.™

Xirk nodded, at & loss for words, What had they done to deserve this?
"It might make some Humans jJjoin the Paxrty again,! added Spocks

"T hope not! We can do with all the help we can getl"

Spock's intexrcom bleeped.

"Captain, there's a call from the Starfleet Persommel Officer for you,"
anncunced Somek,

"Put him through to my guariters, Mr. Somek,"
The screen 1it up, showing the stern features of a Vulcan Officer,

"Captain Bpock, I wish to discuss the appoiniment of a third officer %o
your ships Please beam down as soom ag possible.™

"I don't understand, Sir, No discussion preceeded the appoinitment of the
other hwo,"

"o, there was no need, I'll explain, Captain."
"Wery well, Sir, T shall beam dowm shortiy."

Kirk awaited his returm wilth understandable impatience, but it was 5 hours
before Spock beamed baci,

"Who is the new officer and who is getting the push this time?" asked Kirk
tersely.

"the third officer appointed to the Imberprise is a Romulan, Lieutenant Tal,
navigator,” replied Spock once they were in the privacy of his quarters.

"A Romulamnd Thai's all we neededd™ exclaimed Kirk, oubraged,

"No~one is leaving to moke room for him, he is a trainee. A quota of
Romulans is to be integrated into Starfieet, However, they have no knowledge
of our ships or training, therefore canmol be senior officers yet,

"hat's o blessing snyway. Let's hope he's the last of the bad news, Why
were you =o longp"

"I obtained permission to choose the Rormulan Officer for my ship and
consulted Commander Tal, He recommended his son, not because he's his son, but
because he's supposed to be an able and efficient navigstor."

"Hope it's true, When are you amouncing the now arrivals to the crew?!

"ow, Nothing will be gaired by delay."

The news was hardly received enthusiasbically. Further gloom spread among
the Mamang and the ones leaving said they might be better off,

Newg from Iarth, which Sarek had communicated to Spock,was not made to
1ift any gloom, The Party had pgone to town on the Fomulans' admission to full
nembership of the Federation when Tarth wasn't. Kirk's demotion was also
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denounced: a Human had served an Alien Captain faithfully and was demoted
instead of promoted as a result. It served him right for betraying his race,
maybe he was now seeing the error of hisg ways and would no longer serve a
Vulean.

When Kirk was next in the rec woom, he saw Sulu, Chekov and Uhura and
was pleassed to find them glad o stay aboard in spite of probable difficulties.
It proved that Spock's and his choice of Humens to be kept as crew members
had been right, or at least as right as possible, Kirk bhadn't been all that
sure about Uhura, but Spock had been, which had made him curious. Had his
Captain noticed the woman's looks in his direction? They weren't very obvious,
in fact récently Uhura had been an examplary officer, If it was on Farty
OXdEerSesasn

Sulu and Chekov left to go on duty and Kirk tackled the subject. He
preferred to know one way or the other if possible.

"I'm glad you weren't transferred, Lieutemant. Mr. Somek considers you
as one of his best officerg,”

"I believe I enjoy my work aboard the Interprise nearly as much as you
do, Mr. Kirk,"

"id you know that I suspected you of belonging to the Party at one time?!
saild Kirk lightly, as though it was a joke.

"Me? Why?"
"You seemed intevested in the Captain ande...."

"You thought I was bait," finished Uhurs with an amused smile. "T can't
blame you when so many Humans were prejudiced at the time."

She hegitated only a second before continuing with an honesty which
dispelled all Kirk's doubts.

"It's true I was fascinated by the Captain, but I resented it, ¥ always
vanted to be a career woman. The Captain understood somehow, He explained how
- wrong it'd be for me to consider him in any light except as the Captain of
the Enterprise, therefore I should concentrate on my work, which was already
good., He was kind and géntle, two traits of his character T hadn't suspected,
It made me realise how wrong I would be to embarrass him and that he was
right, I should stick to my career. I did from then on and found areat
satisfaction in it."

"Good, you're back to being a career woman.!

"Most definitely. The Captain doesn't deserve any more worries, he has
encugh to deal with."

"o regrets?" queried Kirk gently,
Uhura smiled with a shrug.

"Maybe a few! The fact that the Captain is kind and gentle is hardly
off-putting! However, I prefer his estecem and respect to nothing and T'm
sure he prefers my own esteem and regpect %o any emotional link. Self-respect
ig important to me, so my choice wamn't difficult and T do love my career,"

"Beat of luck with it, you might make Captain one dayi"

"We'll see,' laughed Uhura. "Working with Vulecans is very revarding,
I can be friendly without fear of any emotional entanglement."

"I know whet you mean, I suppose your Human colleagues expect a woman
to need an emoiional abtachment,™

"es, mony do, such an attitude reminds me of the middle ages! Some
are all right though, Sulu and Chekov are nice friends T can talk freely
tos We'll 4wy to desl with the new Human crew as best we can, and that's a
promigel"” She left to go on duty in turn and Kirk felt sure she had told
the truth, and was as reliable as Scotiy and the others, perhaps even more
so. Maybe she would always keep a soft spot for her Vulcan Captain, but _
she would never let it interfere,a dedicated woman who would be an asset to
any ship. o
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Half the Human crew had started to leave and the next contingent was
expected shortly. Spock assembled his senicr officers in the briefing room
to discuss the problems.

"Bach of your sections has a quota of reliable Humans left under your
command, I want you to orgeanise the checking of the work done by the newcomers,
but the Humans aboard now will do it."

"Yes, that's a good idea, Caplain' approved Kirke "It annoyed the Humansg
in the past to have their work checked by Aliens."

"Precisely. Work out a rota system, consult the Humans if necessary,"
ingtructed Spock.

"show that you trust them with an important task, it should worlk,'" added
Kirka

Iieutenant Solek who was leaving the next day, asked for permission to
spealla

"Captain, my last report is on your desk and mentions that some members
of the Iuman crew may have become unreliable. Perhaps Mre, Kidke would care to
comments"

BT think wnreliable!' is too strong a word, iy, Solek. I've been monltoring
them caxefully with Dr. MeCoy's agsistance. They're confused, upset, weary of
change, but it's all due to recent events. As far as can be ascerimined, no-cne
blames the Captain or the Vulcan Qfficers,”

"I trust your judgement, Mr, Kizk, thenk you," said Spodk, "lhe second
problem to consider is the new officers. Licutenant Tal will only be assisiant
navigator, I rely on Commander Eirk and iLieutenant Commander Sirak Lo ensure
that he undergtands and conformg to our discipline,"

Wia'il arrange for one of us to be on duty with him at all times,Y said
Siralka

"It leaves the First Officer and the Chief of Security, hoth unknowm
guantities apart from their probable hostility towards Humans. I know that my
genior officers will assist me in trying to avold any victimigation aboard my
shipe™

"You can he assured of our co~operation, Captain," said Salylke.

"Hach of you will keep a very sharp eye on your seciion, report any siem
of unrest to me at once, do not invoelve security unless forxced to do sos. If I'm
not availahle, seek out Mr., Kirk, I can trust him to assist any of his
colleagues,”

"Yes, of course, Captain. I'1l1l help anyone," promised Kirk,

"Captain, " Lieutenant Commander Senak, the Chief Fngineer, said with a
slight hegitation, "Am I to understand that instead of reporting to the First
Of ficer, should vou not be available, we're to report to Hre Kizk?"

"If it is a major crisis, seek wme cut, or the First Officer, If Humans cause
minor problems, seek me oub, or Fr. Kirik." Spock specified.

"Use logic, you Vuleans have plenty of it," said Kirxk with a smile. "IT you
think I can help, call ne. It might save the Captaein or the Pirst Officer having
to spend too much time on Human problems,”

The senior oflicers worked on their re-crgenisation and Xirk was pleased
to see cloge collaboration, Mr. Senak, the Chief IEnginecer did not hesitate to
seek Scotiy's help, while Somek of Communications worked with Uhura and Dr. Syvik
with MeCoy. Sirak and Kirk worked with Sulu and Chekove Mr. Salyk and his Scionce
Bepartment did net include many Humans, compared bo the other sections, so should
have few problems, Security being all Vulean should have none in Lhelr ranksa
Kizk guesged thal Spock was concerned about the Security force, should there be
any conflict of loyalty bebween the Captain snd the Security Chief, bub he felt
pretts-y sure that the Vulecans would remain loyal to Spock, not because he was a
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Vulecan, but because Justice would be on his gide. He doubted also that
the new Qfficer would care to let such a situation occur!

The new Iuman members of the crew duly came aboard and were setiled
ine Kirk had kept a sharp eye on the newcomers, in case he detected any
trouble makers, although he knew it was unlikely he would be able to,.

It was the tum of the Romilan to come aboard the next day. Kirk and
Sirak went to the transporter room to welcome him and Spock made the
courteous gesture of going also. The Alien, of average heighit and quite
good looking, wore Starfleet uniform and seemed proud of his blue shirt
ag he made an impeccable Vulcan salute to Spock.

MJelcome abcard my ship, Mr. Tal,” said the Captain.

"hank you, Sire Your neme is well known among my people and I look
forward to belonging to your crew. liy father asked me to thank you for the
honour to my family."

Kirk waz favourably impressed. The Romulan's attitude was most
respectful to his Captain and his pleasure at coming aboard the Interprise
genuine, Spock led him to Kirk and Birak and introduced the newconer ho
his superior officers. Tal saluted Sirak, but stared at Kirk in amazement,

"Captain, am I expected to take orders from a Human?" he asked, clearly
waable to believe it.

"Yes, if the Iuman iy your superior officer, This is a Vulcan/Human
ship, Mre. Tal, didn't you knowt"

"No, Sir. I had little time to find out and thought Humans weren')
allowed,"

"I'm the only Iuman seniox officemr, Mr. Tal,™ said Kirk socothingly,
"so all the others will be egual or lesser ranks than yourself,."

"T don't want to work under or with Humans," stated Tal fixmly.

Tn that case theret's no place for you aboard my ship," stated Spock
egually firmly. "You sghould ask for a transfer and I will put the request
to Starflect,”

"Nol...." The Romulan was clearly debating the question in his mind.
"Captain Spock, I do wish to serve under your command, bub... I'm not sure
I can," he finished lamely.

"I appreciate your honesty, Mr. Tal," said Spock, "but your father
knew T had Humsas aboard my ship,"

"L didn't serve sboard my father's ship to avoid the family ties. I
was called back from a distant mission to go into Starfleet.”

" gee, Do you knmow Commander Kirk?!
"No, of course not."

"hen how do you know you will not be able to work with him? Will it
aselst you 1f 1T state that Commander Xirlk is not only my best officer, but
also a personal friend of mine?"

"He's Humanl"
"Aind I'm half-Human." said Spock calmly.

"Yes, I knew that, but you're a Vulcans.. Captain, you're s man of
honour and T trust you. I will try to serve aboard your ship.!

"hani you, Mr. Tal, I'm honoured by your confidence," replied Spodc
courteously., "Mr. Kirk or Mr. Sirvak will show you to your cuarters, T
leave it to them."

opock loft and Kirk said to the new officers:

"You can't go wrong if you trust the Captain, v, Tal. [ expect you'd
prefer Mr. Sirak %o show you to your quarters. L'l1l see you on the bridge.”




22
Kirk left in turn and Sirak led the newcomer to the lift.
"Do you like Commander Kirk?" asked Tal curiousiy.

"tve a great respect and esteem for him," assured Sirak. "He's an
agreeable colleague and a most able officer. I never found the fact that he
is Huwran a disadvantage and trust that you will not either."

It was Kirk who gave Tal his first instruction, keeping it completely
impersonal and fechnical and the Romulan accepted it without ledting any
antagonism show., The other Humans didn't appreciate the new Alien. Sulu
reported indignantly to Kirk that he had gone to sit at the navigator's table
in the rec room fto be friendly and Tal had gone 1o another tableld

"Ixactly what you'éd have done if a Vulcan had sat at your table in the
past," Kirk reminded him, "He has to Learn too, give him time,"

Sulu recognised the validity of the argument and promised patience, but
when the arrivsl of the new First Officer was amnounced, Kirk woml ered if
patience would be enoughl

He went to the trangporter room to Jjoin the Capiain and the senior offficers
awalting the new mrrival. Spock stood in front as usual, and normally Kirk woxld
g0 to his side. Now he had to leave his Captain alone and jJoin the other
officers instead. It hurt. Spock seemed bo sense it. Hic gaze mel Virk's and he
saw the softening of the usual stern expression for a second with emotion. His
Capltain missed having him at his side too and the knowledge lessened the hurt
a little.

Commander Gav beamed aboaxd and clearly thought the welcoming paxrty his due,
He was only average height, so had lto look up to Spock, but he had wide shoulders,
and his stocky appearance showed physical strengthe That he was condescending and
arrogant was obvious Lo Kidc from the [irst, although the Tellarite showed
proper respect for his Captaine. Spock introduced Kirk first, because he was the
only officer aboaxd with the rank of Commander apart from Gav. The Pellarite
looked~ the Humen up and dovm most rudely and stated:

"I don't want any trouble Trom you, Jjust because you were First Officer cnce."

"Mr. Gav," gaid Spock, in a dangerously cold voice, "you will not behave in
this marner aboard my ship. Apologies are in ordex,”

flav was most astonished., "Captain, he's only Humal..."
"Trrelevant, I gave you an ordera.™

The PTellarite swallowed his anger and apologised, but complained to the
Captain about being reprimanded in front of other officers.

"Wour ill-marmered behaviour was also in front of other officers,' replied
Spock severely. "The sooner you learn that Humans are my men Just as much as
Vulecang the better for everyone., T will show you to your quarters,!

Ifortunately Spock was called lo the bridge then and had to delegate to
Kirks Only by a huge effort did the new First Officer refrain from protest, and
he followed Kirlk in silence, which suilted the Human, The Tellarite stopped
at Kirk's cabin and locked at the name incredulously.

"'hig is my cabin,' he thundered,

"Sorry, Commander, yours is there, next to the Coptain's," replicd Kixk
mildly.

"The Pirst Officer always had the eabin on the right side of the Captain's,
111 complain.™

Ixagperated, Kirk left him and shut himself in his quarters, locking the
door, then leaning againgt it fighting powerless anger. He had a preview of
the fubure, and didn'it like itl The very sight of the rude and arrogant officer
at the side of the elegant and courteocus Spock made hisg dblood hoil, How was
Spock golng to bear LL7
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Kirk was an honest man however, He knew ‘that he would have resented
any First 0fficer taking his place at Spock's side, so he had to try and
adapt, accept, or he might make things worse for Spock, which would be
most wnfair, The Captain had enocugh to cope with already.see

As he was not on duty, he took off hig uniform and dressed in casual
clothes. e was getting a beok to read, to lry and relax, when the door
buzzed .

"Who is 1t?" he shouted, afraid it might be the Tellarite.
"Spock. !
He wmlocked the door hurriedly with an apologelic smile,

"You didntt sound at all welcoming," said the Captain with a raised
eyebrow,

"Sorry, I thought il was someone else."
Spock didn't comment, He knew who he was referring to.

" trust no further incident will occur,™ he said as he sat downa.
Noommander Gav knows I will not tolerate such an attitude towards a fellow
officers"

"So you spoke to him and I guess he didn't like itl You can be
merciless and your comments would reduce any man to size."

"rn not sure sbout a Tellarite,™ replied Spock withoul irony.

PT know what you mean," smiled Kirk., "Look, don't make it obvious
that we're close ox it might antagonise him towards you."

"t might also exacerbate his diglike of you, should he guess how much
vou mean to me, therefore 1 didn't mention our friendshipe However, I will
not change our routine or hide anything. It is the usual time for Kal-Toya,
come to my quarters,"

Kirk followed without further ado, welcoming the game after having
miswed geveral because of recent events.

They were absorbed in the complicated contest when the door buzzed,
"iho is it?" queried Spocka.

"Commander Gav, Caplain.”

1] T §3 H o o
Sh?%%;%+¥é%§f agked Kirk,
_ ‘ ‘

e "Oertainly not," said Spock severely. '"Why

did you suggest such an #ndignified act?™

"Might save trouble in the long run, but
vou're right, it's undignified," grinned
Kizrk.

Spock didn't press him to explain further
and invited the Tellarite to enter. The new
Pirst Officer salubed most correctly, but
vas startled by Kirk's presence and couldn't
help the exclamation:

Mhat ig he doing here?!

Spock's gaze wasn't friendly and Gav lost

all arrogance, rather like a deflated balloon,
reflected Kirk with an inward smile; maybe
Spock could deal with the Alien,

"Bo I understand you to gquery who I should
agk to my privaite quarters?" asked the icy
voice in a fone which was nol reassuring .
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"io, no, I apologise, Captain," mumbled Gav, "I wasg surprised.se.”
"Did you want any thing? Spock culb ine

"nly a few womls, Sir, and I'm sorry T interrupted what I see is a contest."
Gav- regained some assurance to continue. "What I wish to say won't take long."

"ill you leave us, Mre. Kirk? I'll call you if we are able to rescue the
game , "

Kirk nodded and left, upset at the unwelcome interruption, but a 1ittle
reagsured about the future; Gav was no match foxr Spocki

He wag called back after a short while and asked nc question, but Spock
volunteered:

"Commander Gav has assured me of his fll co-operation to make my ship one
of the best in Starfleet,"

"He fears you, which may be all to the good,"

"T expect his fear is due to the fact that an unfavourable report from me
would impair his career," remariked Spock,

"You could be right," agreed Kirk, "only the future will tell."

The future involved welcoming the Andorian Security Chief the next daye.
Kirk was tharkful this was the last newcomer, after which they would settle to
normal routine, if possible, and leave for their next mission with a ‘mottled?
crew, The sight of Gav's presence at Spock's side made Kirk look away. It still
hurt, and he cursed himself and his weakness; if he was a Vulcan, he'd have no
gsucil trouble! He wasn't, but was determined fto show ncthing and composed his
features into an dmpassivity similaxr to the Vulcans'! zround him, perhaps worse
than theirs, a contest of impassiviiyeses

Spock's fainily amused gaze showed that the Captain had guessed his
intention. It nearly brought a smile to Kirk's lips, while the hurt vanished.
Tt didn't matter that he wasn't at Spock's side, they understood each other Jjust
the seme, S0 Why WOrIryTauss

Lieutenant Commander Thelin materialised then and Kirk watched the new
arrival with apprehension and s faint hope that he mightn't be that bad. The
Andorian gtepped down and saluted Spock in the usual manner. He was tall, although
not as tall as the Capiain, and the blue skin made his features rather harsh and
cold, perhaps like Vulcans? Yet the Andorisns didnt't reject emotions., This one
loeoked haughty and arrogant but his sattitude lo Spock showed respect. Kirk
interrupted his thoughts to watch as the Capiain welcomed the new officer Tormally.

"L asked for the honour of serving zboard your ship, Captain," said Thelin
unexpectedlyq

"Indeed?" Spock's eyebrow had visen in faint surprise., "TFor what reasont"

"Not because of our families' acquaintonce," assured Thelin, "Wevertheless my
family conveys her greetings to you and is pleased at my new posting,™

"I'm honoured by the greetings of your family," replied Spock courbeously,
"but please gpecily."

"May I ask the privilege of explaining in private? Some of it is personnl
and need not concern anyone else." said Thelin, surveying the assembly with
hautewr, as though only Spock was worthy of being talked to. The Captain agreed
and introduced the senior officers briefly, then left with the Andorian. Kirk
watched them go with a sigh, another officer who thought a lot of himself and
locked down on Humans. Thelin had said nothing when Kirk was introduced to him,
but the rank of Commander had clearly not been to his likingd

Spoclk showed Thelin his gquarters, then invited him to his ovm for the
required explanation.

"Irst let me assure you that I do not expect preferential treatment
because I'm from a high family, or because we knew each other in the paste!




25
"You wouidn't get it," stated Spock.

"Quite, Captaine... May I call you Spock?"

"I'd prefer our relationship to remain
- formal and wouwld appreciate honesty. You never
led me to believe you had any use for a half-
Humazt, "

"That was a echildish migtake," said
Thelin with unexpected directness.

"The last time we met Z wag 20 and only
Just starting to wunderstand,

"nderstand what? Bxplain.

Thelin hesitated, an wusual thing for a
self assured and haugnty being like hlm.

"Captaln, may I speak to you as 9qua1 to
equal, which we are in terms of social standing
and may I agk for this exchange to remain

» confidential?" b . : e
' . P
. Spock wasg clearly puzzled.

"If this is a sublerfuge, Thelin,
I didn't expect someone of your standing o resort to such practices.!

"On my word of Honour as a Starfleet Officer and as a member of the
Andorian Ruling family, what T'll say will be the truth, it's no subterfuge,"

“Very well, proceed, you've my word T'11l speak of it to no-one,"

"Thank you, Captain.” He remained silent for a few seconds, searching
for words, then began to speak.

"You were right, I thought I was above you when we were children,
because you were half-fluman. Then as we grew up, attended school and .
started our carecers, T came to notlice that each goal I reached, you had
reached before me, and more besides, like your brilliant success at the
Vulecan Science Academy. My father remarked that you were a great credit to
your family, having succeeded in spite of any obstacle, I won't dwell on
childhood, I know and you know what occurred then and I make no excuse. T
understand how hurt you were, yet I never saw you break down once and your

family could justly be proud of you."

"Conie Lo the point,' sald Spock with a trace of impétience, Wihe pasb
- =~is of no interest to me." :
"I can understand that, Captain. We Andorians are a harsh race, lacking
in charity, with the family concept predominant. Because you brought great
,honour to your family, you proved worthy of belonging to the Vulecan elite
and for that fact alone you won respect {rom my people.”
' "I'm now an exile,” said Spock coldly.
Thelin brushed it aside.
"Tt.doesn't diminis sh your past achievements and what you did once, you

can do againe I'm sure you'Ll wzn Farthexr honouis for Vour Famiiy and see
your sentence reduced.

T still fail to see any explanation of why‘you Jo1ned my uhjp, or was
1t becauseases” Spock didn't [inisgh, thinking that Thelin's -family probably
knew of the Ixperiments. :

"I know about the Experiments,'™ conflepd Thelin, "and about the
Enterprise one,"

"And you came asboard to ruin it," finished Spock mildly.

"Wo, Captain. I came because promotion.ig likely to be muicker aboard

-
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your ship and T might catch up with you."
"Yes, I can believe the honesty of this reply, but why choose my ship?!

"She's special because of the experiment, therelore gerving here will
bring greater rewards.!

"Or greater risks," Spock pointed out.
"Perhaps, Captain, but again greater risks will bring greater rewards,!
"Does that mean you will help or hinder the experiment?®

"Do you really think it will succeed, Captaing I came ahoard as Security
Chief amd will do my job., If Humans misbehave, they'll only have themszelves to
bhlame."

"Do you expect them to?" asked the Captain.
Thelin smiled slightly.

"I'11 be honest, Captain, T do not like Humsns and prefer to ignore the
Human species if possible, I'm sure the experiment will fail and szee no reason
for interference on my parte"

"It is acceptable but such a haughty altitude won't make you popular with
my Human crew," remavced Bpock,

"Let them think what they like," replied Thelin disdainfully. "I'1l deal
with any trouble and a Vulean Security Team under my command should be a
deterrent for them,"

"Pogsibly," agreed Spock, "I trust T will appreciate your collaborstion,
Thelin. "

"My loyalty to you is assured, Capbtain, on my femily's honour,®

The fact that Thelin accepted Spock using his name and didn't reciprocate
vag a pglear indication that he was penuine, Something was on his mind though
and he asked hesitantly: "Did T hear right in the Transporter room? A Hunan
Commander?

"fou heard right. Commander Kirk is Chief Navigator and used to be First
Officer, His demotion was due to re-orgonisation of persomnel, not %o a
disciplinary measure."

‘HcduhﬁtlmelttMMﬂthUJgm'mamy}mmdlm,%tthmhtbmk
even betyay his oath to a Vulcan Captain., I don't think you should put any
trast in a Human, and T might prove this to you in the near fubture, bulb you

1.

never listened to my advice in the past, s0 you wouldn't now.®

"Guite right," agreed Spock. “"However, T will listen <o any advice sbhout
Securitye Your record is good, I trust your presence abosrd my ship will be
beneficial to both of us."

"Thank you, Casptain, 1'11 do my best."

N

The Andorian saluted and left. e hadn't been gone more than a few minutes

when there was a buzz and Kirk entered looking vorried.

"Iverything all right, Spock? You were closeted with Mr. Thelin for such
a long time T wordered if somelhing was wrongee.o"

"There's nothing wrong, Jim, you tend to voryy wmecessarily, o Human
LR n
fai l_LIl{-?_,’n

Kixle grimned and asked: "Did wou find out if the Andorian is going to he
friend or foe?"

"I'm satisfied that Thelin will be an efficient Security 0fficer," replied
Spock briefly, Kirk woited for further comments rmd gaw he would get none,
Unbidden the thought of aristocrats sticking together flashed into his mind,
but he dismimsed it at once, The Captain would give no-one preferential
treatment and if the Alien had spoken in confidence, Spock had to respect 1d.
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"I regret T camnot say more, Jim," said the Captain a little
apologetically.

"That's all right, T wnderstand," assured Kirk. "I'itl find out what
he's like gsoom enoughl Have you received the orders for the next migaion?"

"Yes, Jjust before Thelin's arrivale. T've a last call to make to Star—
fleet, then we'll be leaving orbit. See you on the bridge, Jim,"

Fortunately, the first mission was going to be woutine, so Spock and
Kirk would be able to keep a sharp wetch on the crew and minimise incidents
if possible,

When Kirk arrived on the bridge, Gav was in the command chair and
deliberately made it swivel to watch him go from the 1ift to his post at
the navigation console. Apart from slightly clenched fists, Kirk showed
nothing of his feelings and settled at the controle Sirak had just vacated
for him, The Romulan Tal was also on duty.

"I've started Mr. Tal on actuval ship handling, Mre. Kirk," reported
Sirak. "He needs careful waiching at the moment.!

"T'1L wateh him," promised Kirk with a smile at Sirak. Out of +the
coxmer of his eye he saw the Romulan tumn to throw him an angry giare and
sighed, I this hestile alttitude persisted, he'd have to hand all the
training over to Sirak, it'd be betler for all concerned.

After making sure everything was all right and the Bomulan's task
simple, he remembered nis latest check of the navigation console and went
to the science siation.

Mr, Salyk, my routine check is satisfactory and can be filed in your
data banks,"

"Yeg, Mr. Kirk, thank you," said Salyk,

The Mirst Officer's voice sitartlied them,

"Mr. Kidc, shouldn't your report be handed to me Lirst?"

Kirk swore under his breath, the more upset because he wag in the wrons,
He walked to the command chair and handed the report. "I apologise, Sir" he
said formally,

"StEill thousht of yourself as the First 0fficer,® Gav riled. "It won't
do, Mrs Kixk, won't do at all and your lapse will be put on record."

Kirk bit his lips not to reply, he didn't think there was any point
in arguing. His Vulcan colleague didn't seem o agree,

"Mr. Gav," said Salyk, coming to the command chair, "I accepted Mr, Kirk's
report, therefore I'm alt fault too for mot reminding him you had to see it
first, and my lapse should also be pub on record."

"Thank you, Mr. Salyk," said Kirvk moved, "but it would be unfair and you
know its Navigation is my responeibility, not yours,"

"Precisely," spapped Gav, glaring at the Vulcan who remained quite
waffected,

"I beg to disagree," Salyk said formally. "This is o Regulations matler,
Notbsanes™

"Ihat will do," interrupled Gav, containing his anger. "Mr. Kirvk is at
fault, no-one else, it's my ruling. Mr. Salyk, go back to your station before
you txy my patience further,!

The Vulcon obeyed, fto Kirk's reliefs The last thing he wanted wasg to
cause trouble for his cclleagues.
"As for you, Mr. King," continued Gav, "I trust you will not take

advantage of your Vulecan colleagues who probably don't know Mumans as I do,
Watch youxr step and remember that for a senior officer, three lapses are
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encugh for demotion.”

Xirlke whitened. If such minor faults were counted, he had né chance, He
sensed the disapproval of the officers around him and bit back hisg protest.
He would only mske things worse, Gav was hoping for an argument.

dpock came in at thal moment and stocd in fromt of the 1ift surveying the
scene for a few seconds, then stepped down and welked to the navigation
console, aat and operated controls swiltly. Oh nol thought Kirk in dismay,
the ship vwas off CourSCewes

The Captain got up and went to sit in the command chair vacated hastily
by the Tellarite,

"r, Gav, would you please explain why my ship was 2,65 degrees off cowrse?!
"Tt was Mr. Kirk's fault, Sire..s

"You were in command, therefore you were at fault," rectified Spock, his
voice without infllexion. "It's possibie however that others were st fault also,
pleaze explain,”

Gav started his explanation quickly and Spock cut in:

"I want the facts only, Mr. Gav, not whal you thought or any opinion you
may have,"

The Tellarite swallowed, Spock's cold stare had its usual effecls, His
report became shorter and more factual. Spock tumed to Kirk who had gone to
his post hastily to keep an eye on their course.

"Wo you confiwm, Mr, Kirkph
"Yes, Captain, I was al fault,"” admitted Kirk formally.

"And so was I[," added Salyke. "As I pointed cut to Mr, Gav, Regsulations were
in cause, not navigation.!

"Quite correct, Mre Salyk," agreed Spock. "lMr, Gav, as you were in command,
you'tre perfectly entitled to put both Mre Kirk's and Mr, Salyk's errors on
recoxd, after which I shall enter your own command deficiency on record,™

The Tellarite's grin of triumph vanished gbruptly and Kirk stared at the
screen to hide his smile, Trust Vulcan logicl

"That's haxdly fair, Sir," protested Gav, quile perturbed, "Navigation is
Mr. Kirk's responsibilityes.e"

"And you kept him away from it for an unimportent reason. You should get
your priorities right, Mre Gav, Your judgement was at fauld, and T brust it will
not happen again if T overlock it this once.™

"No, Sir, thenk you," mutlered Gav, rather bewildered to find himself in
the position of culprit,

"You may go," seid Spock, dismissing his Pirst Officer who was off duty.
The Tellarite left without further protest and the tension on the bridge eased
conziderablys. Kixk didn't like it, it meant Spock would feel he had to be on
duty 24 hours a day if such incidents were common aboard. from what he had heard
from McCoy, several had occurred already. He sensed Tal's gaze on him and the
Alien agked in a whisper: "ilr. Xirk, is it in order with you if I speak to the
Captain?®

"By all means, go abead" said Kirk, surprised. The Bomulan pot up and went
te the command chair. .

"Captain, T wish to state that if anyone was al fault here, T was. My duby
wag to maintain the ship on course, I failed 4o do so."

“T know, Mre. Tol," replied Spock, "bul your training is not completed,
therefore you covmoet be held responsible. It is Starfleel's mile thet whoesver
is in charge is al fault, one of the responsibilities of command as yvou musb
knows "
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"Yes, Sir, I undergtand and apologise if T spoke out of turme"

Tal went back to his place and Kirk's eyes met Spock's in a loock of
complete wnderstiandings There was hope where the Romulan was concerned,

"There was no need for you to take any blame, Mr, Tal," said Kirk
mildly.

"1'm a Romulan," stated Tal in a cold voice, Mand I've my pride, which
means thet my achievements are mine, but my migtakes are also mine."

Kirk didn't pursue the subjecte This was practically the first time
Pal had spoken to him outside technical matiters. He might be a nice guy,
reflected the Chief Navigator, if only he'd forget to treat Humans like a
contaminated speclesd

A eall from Engineering disiurbed the moutines,

"Captain, I regret to have to request your assistance," gaid Senak's
voice, "As a result of s minor incldent, several Humans seem hysterical
and even Mr. Scott cannot get through to them. Should I call sickbayp"

"T'm on my way," replied Spock getting up,.

Kirk wished he could go and heip, but he had to stay at his posgt, he
was no longer First Officer and he guessed the hurt would remain for a
long timcesee

"If necessary, L'll send Mre Birak fo relieve youw, Jim," murmured
Spock as he went by, Kirk nodded and watched him go with renewed frustration,
Just as well Gav had not been on the bridge, or the Tellarite would have
accompanied the Captain and a lot of help he would have beenl At least Spock
could ¢all him if needed, without upsetting the First Officer.

As it tumed out, Spock didn't need assigbance. His cutting remarks
goon put a stop to hysteria and the incident was so silly he had to reprimand
the Humans severely, Scotiy didn't blame him and wished the new Humans
would see the Captain bhad no choice if he wasg to maintain discipline,

As the routine 5ourney conbinued, several incidents occurred and tension
could be felt among the crew. Kirk wondered at times if this was still the
Interprise. The new Iumans resented all the Aliens above them, Vulcans and
the rest, Vulcans were cold beings always right with their logie, Humans
hated such types. The Andorian looked at them as though they weren't there,
but noticed any infringement of rules quickly enough and was merciless then.
The Romulan avoided them like a plague. Kirk felt pretty sure he kept away
to avoid confromtation, as a brawl with Humans would hardly meet with Spock's
approvals As for the Tellarite, he was fast becoming the proverbial
bogeymen and the nickname 'Pig-face' had been given from the start. Gav made
no mystexry of his dislike and asntagonism towards Humens and +wreated them
accordingly, but refrained from any excess when the Captain or a senior
officer was present., The worst thing was thal the new Humans didn't trust
the others because they did not dislike Vulcans and tension was growing
between the two groups.

The Vulcan officers disliked the charged aimosphere and ag a result
appeared colder than ever, because they shut out all the emotions around
thems Spock was aware of all this and minimised the unwest by being on duby
nearly 24 hours a day, as Kirk had surmisedas He couldn't be everywhere au
once though, and Kirk being only Chief Navigator could not interfere in other
departments, although he was only toc happy to help a Vulcan colleague with
Human problems, Mcloy's and Scotty's report to Kirk about the Humans wasndt
encouraging,

"L never met such a prejudiced bunch!™ said an irate Scotty. "Whatever
the Captain does is wrong and why? because he's a Vulcan devil, they sayl®

T heard that too, " muttered Meloy darkly, "and references to 'His
Lordship.'"

"le've gone back in time," sighed Kirk, "and I heard it all from you
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then,"
"We weren't that badl" protested Scotty.
"You don't remember as I dol Any evidence of Party activity?"

Mo, not that we could tell! Sulu hasg been working on that angle, he knows
their methods and detected nothing,"

"Good, let's hope it's only prejudice we're dealing with, not fanaticism.m

"The Aliens don't helpl' swore McCoy. "Gav ig an obnoxious so and so asking
to be throttled and Thelin locks at us as though we were dirt.!

"You complained of the Captain doing just that at one time," Kirk reminded
hime

"Mid 1?7 Surely note. The Captain's mammer is natural to him. Once you are
uged to it, it deesn't bother you."

"The new «comers aren't used to it yet. The fact tlmt the nickname 'His
Lordship' has reappeared meansthey see Spock as the arigtocrat above them, but
it also means they unconsciously recognise his worthe Time is needed only, i
hope,"

"Hope you're right,' said Scotbty, "As far the Romulan, I wish I could give
him g good hidivgi How can we deal with prejudiced Humans with Aliens like him
about?"

"Yet the new Humang don’t like Spock or the Vulcans either," Kirk pointed

out. Me can't expect resulis too soon, Scotlty, it'ts early days yet. Keep ot it
and help Mre. Sensk. So far the few problems I've been asked help with by the
Vulcan officers haven't been very bad. The Humans made them wome by over-
reacting and being silly at timcs.e.."

The alarm sounded and Kirk wan to the bridge. Sulu was on duty with Simal
and vacated his chair for Kirk, who noticed his stunned look,

"What is ity Mr. Sulu?" he asked,
The Human didn't have time to angwer as the Captain ordered:
"Mre. Somek, please put the message on audio again.?

It was Kirk's {turmn to look stunned as he heard the halting message from the
Starship Hood asking for assistance because of a mutiny aboard. Tt was with
great difficulty that he mastered the exclamation "I don't believe itiv.

"Auy previous recoxd of such an event in Starfleet, Mr. Salyk?" asked Spocka.
"one at all, Captain.!
"Ihe food has a Tellarite Capbain T believe,"

"Yes, Sir, The crew is multi-racial, with a predominsnce of Tellarite and
Humans."

"Perhaps an wnfortunate combination,” remerked Spoci, "Hr, Salyk, feed the
new co~ordinates into the navigation console. Mr, Kirk, maximm speed at once,
Mr. Somek, advise the Hood of our estimated time of arrival when Mr. Salyk gives
you the informotion and put any revly on audio.™

Orders were obeyed wilh the usual efficiency and Iir. Somek reported:

"I baving difficulty establisghing contact, Captain.®

"Keep trying."

Gav, who had looked usg sbunned as Kirk by the navws, found his voice al lagt.
"Now we'll have glaring proof of Iuman treachelVes. o

"rs Gov," interrupted Spock severely, "We know nothine of the s tuation
aboard the Hood, Your deductions are premature and unfounded, pleasse keep them
to yourself,
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"Wes, Sir, I apologise." replied the First Officer stiffly.

Kirk wished he could find it in him to disagree with Gav's conclusion.
It was only too likely that Humansg were at the root of the trouble, as
usual! There might be attenuating circumstances because of the Tellarites
aboard, bult to excuse mutiny was impossible, and he didn't envy Spock's
task, Besides, it could affect their own crew very badly.... It was
depressing to lthink that the Hood was an experiment which had failed. His
dismal thoughts were interrupted by Somek reporting:

"Tr've egtablished audio-contact, Capbain, bub cannot get visual contbact
yet !

The reply fo the Enterprise's rescue was enthusiastic.

"Are we glad to hear from you, Interprisel! Vulcons will soon put some
order into this chaoSa.."

"Who is speaking?" asked Spock.

At this moment, visual contact wag established and a battered Tellarite
faced them on the bridge which was intact but sparsely manned.

"Tieutenant Commander Golt, Chief Navigator and in temporary command.
Murry, Caeptain Spock, please, or you might find many dead."

"Can you give me some information, Mr. Golt. 4 mutiny was mentioned."

Wes, I know 1t sounds unbelievable., Humans don't like obeying orders,
they think they should commsnd, the pitiful snakes.s.."

"ir, Golt, I want facts, not meaningless insults,”

"Sorry, Captain, you'll get all the facts, believe me, I cannot conivinue
this conversation, having to do several jobs here. Hurry, Capitain Spock, we
need you,"

So it's a Human mutiny, reflected Kirk in uiter dismay, trust Hunan
fools to engineer something like this.. or did the Tellarites drive them
beyond endurence? Lf they did, transfer to another ship was a solution
preferable to mutinyee.. 1t was going to be a hellish challenge for Spock
to arrive at the truth in such a situation and he couldn't even help mucheess

*You see, I was right, Captain," gloated the First 0fficer,

"Perhaps, Mr. Gav," replied Spock, non-committal, "I will lead the
rescue party myself. Senior officers Gav, Kirk, Salyk, Senak and Thelin
will accompany me, with a security force. Dr. Syvik will have sickbay on
alert should medical assistance be needed, Mr. Sirak, you have the Con."

Such a wide selection of officers would cover most repairs needed, if
any. Kirk got up and handed over to Sulu to join the rescue pariy vhen Gav
said to Spock:

"Captain, is it wise to take a Human officer?!

"eg, Mr. Gav. Commander Kirk will know the best way Lo handle iumans
in a dif ficult situation,"

"le should stay," persisted Cav, "or he might help the mutiny."

"In that case it would be most unwise bto leave him in command of my
ghip," replied Spock blandly, "or he might steal it for the rehels.”

Sulu burst out laughing and clapped a hand fo his mouth hurriedly,
Kirk himgelf couldn'tl repress a snile and saw the answering gleam in Spock's
eyes, Gav would learm sconer or later that he had no chance amminst Vulcan
logic. The truth was, Tellarites loved o argue, for arguments' sake,
althovgh Gav never dared to go far with Snock,

They were issued with phasers and Thelin protested at Kirk bheing
handed one by the Captain. "I take full responsibility, ive Thelin,"
stated Spock, ™wost rules have exception, and Fr. Kirk must be able to
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defend himgelf,."

Somek called from the bridge. "I made contact with the Hood, Captain.
Their transporter is out of action, thanks to the rebels. ifr. Golt will open
the hanger deck's door from the bridge, but isn't sure of the situation in
that area,”

"We'll exercise caution, thank you, Mr. Somek. Mr. Sirak, le t's know when
we're at optimum range to use the shuttlecraft,"

"Yes, Captain, it should be in approximately 6.4 minutes From now."

The rescue party boarded the two crafts, Spock and Gav taking command of
each. Kirk was glad to be aboard the Captain's one which arrived first sboand
the Hood and entered the hanger deck without incident. When the second craft
had also arrived, the doors closed and they could get out in a matter of
second 8,

"Captain," said Thelin stepping forward. "I'll go out first with my men."
"You may accompany me," instructed Spock.

"Captain," insisted Thelin, "Security is my job, your security above anyone
elgetg, !

Spock finally agreed to a reconnaissance party while he called Golt 4o geb
fresh information, Kirk was favourably impressed by the Andorian's action, bk
it could be explained by Ihelin not wanting the blame if anything happened to
Spocks Golt reported that Ingineering needed help, so to gel there first and
assess the situations Thelin returned shortly and said the way was clear. They
reached engineering without meeting anyone, btul found a raging batitle there,
fought with a combination of small hand weapons from the Tellarites and various
bits of equipment as projectiles from the MHumans, hiding behind machinery oxr
congoles, It wasn't Spock's intention to become involved in a vulgsr brawl.

"Mrs Thelin, stay at the deoor with your men and stun anyone egcaping. !
"With pleasure, Captain, but can't we go in and mop up the garbaget"
"o, casualties could occur, which isuanecessary. I'11 deal with ite"

Kirk understood his plan when they veached the small suxiliary platform
shielded by a screen. Two fumans were in occupation and never knew what happened
before they succunbed to the nerve pinch. Spock and Senak fed a sleeping gos
into the vents and soon the whole battlefield was peaceful.

"You can go in now, Mr. Thelin," said Spock, using his communicator.
"Round up the rebels and put them in the brig."

"es, Sirs. Any chance of some f{ighting?"

"Mre Golt said part of suxiliary control was in rebel hands, you may come
with us to lend assistances"

The door had 4o be cut open, but once inside resistance wos hopeless against
phasers and Kizk felt a twinge of pity for fighters against such odds. Sickbay
and other areas were either free of trouble or socon cleared up and they reached
the bridge to hear an ultimatum from the cargo hold where the remaining mutineers
had taken refuge. They would blow up the ship if attacked.

"We'll sce about that," sald Thelin grimly. "Let me deal with them, Captain,
and they'll regret their threats,”

spock was at the Science station and replieds

"A sleeping gas will do the job, Mr. Thelin, they won't have time Lo do any
hazm,"

"Captain, T wish you would let mEees."

"hat's enough, Mr. Thelin, T've no lLaste For bloodshed. You will hove
enough work making sure the rebels are all under control and trying to find
some answers to this situation by interrogating the primoners,”
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Some order was restored at last., The Captain and the First Officer
of the Hood were in sickbay, with several genior officers and many security
guards. The rebels had had the advantage of surprise and done a lot of
damage, although mbst of it was superficial, but several deaths had to be
accounted for : three Tellarites and two Humans, Spock put Gav in command
of the Hood while he concentrated on the enquiry. Kirk tried to help by
asking McCoy over and they talked %o the prisoners, meeting only sullermess
or abuse. The Humans interrogated by Thelin were even worse, some prostrated
by fear, meporied McCoY.

"This is an ugly situation, Jim," said the doctor sombrely. "Something
must have triggered it."

"Thatts what Spock thinks, he was looking into it and interrogating
the Caplain and senior officers, Come, it's time to attend the meeting to
discuss all this. I hope he hag some answers."

"So far I've seen no evidence of the Party behind it,"

Miat11 have to dig deeper to find any, if it's there %o find. The
fanatics are so clever we may never know,"

The briefing room filled up with the Bnterprise officers and Kixk
found he couldn't approach Spock, Gav end Thelin were talking to him in an
aside, and he could guess the theme of the conversation, but he couldn't
intrude, not being Pirst Officer any longer. How long would it take him o
get used to that? He started when he saw Thelin's gaze on him, staring
fixtdly as though guessing his thoughts, A gloating smile fleeted on his
lips for a second, then he tumed back to Spock. When everyone had arrived
the Captain opened the proceedings.

Netll deal with lesser matters firsts. Mre. Gav, in your opinion, ig
the Hood spaceworthy?"

"es, Captain, she can reach a Starbase without any difficulty, although
some repair will be needed there,"

"Thank yous Mre Salyl, do you confirmg"

The Science Officer gave an exact report of the vessel's status and
agreed with Gav, she could travel,

"Mr, Senak, any problem with enginesp"
"None, Captain, they sustained no major damage."

"hank you, Now that welve established the ship's status, we'll
congider the crew and recent events, Mr, Thelin, did you get any result
from your interrogation of the Human mutineers?®

"Hothing worth mentioning, Caplaine I'm sure you've no interest in
emotional outbursts or insultbtg.m

"Hone," agreed Spocke "Mr. Kirk, did you elicit sny information?!

"o, Captain, they don't trust me, for obvious reasons.!

"Dr, Mcloy?"

"Wegative results, Sir, I'd recommend vigilance, they're desperate
enough to try anything."

"Knowing they've 1liitle or nothing to lose," finighed Kirk, "Captain,
were you more successful?!

"1 found no reticence from the Captain and his officerss Most of their
statements are confimmed by records.!

Spock stopped for a few seconds., Kirk understood it meant bad news
and the Vulcan was carefully considering the right fterms to use

"l regret to have to say thalt the situation between Barth and Tellar
has deteriorated furthera™
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There must be some kind of ourge on us, thouwght Kirk, one thing wrong
after anothelsese

T knew of this, my father sent me a confidential tape. The Tederation
Council is trying to salvage the situation and wax is not imminenti, which is
why T didn't mention it. Tension is present however and incidents have occurred,
The Hood was called to a small planet in this guadrant to setttle a colonists!
dispute, inevitably an Earth/Tellarite involvement."

Spock stopped again and Kirk feared the worxrst.

UTtve studied all the records and tepes concerning the colonists with
the utmost care,"stated the Captain at last, "and my opinion is that faults were
on both sides,™

"Captain, the Humans starited it," protested Gav,
"hgreed, Mr. Gav, but the Tellarites' retaliation was unnecessarily brutal.

The Humans csused material demage (the use of a dam was in dispute), but
Tellarites took lives,"

That makes a change reflected Kirk wryly, for once Humans didn't killeees

"The Captain of the Hood made a report upholding the Tellarites' claim,
because the trouble was started by Humans, which meant that an arbitrator would
have been sent from Starfleet to look into the matter. However, now that the
mutiny has taken place with several deaths aboard, I can only approve the previcus
recommendation, which means that the planet is lost to the Humans,!

Kizik and McCoy looked &t each other in dismey, this would give another
veapon to the Party, who would conveniently ignore thai it was the Hunansg' faultd
in the firet place,and the lazst place because of the mutiny.

"Captain,'" said McCoy, "Can't an arbitrator be sent anyway even if il is
pure formality?"

"M efreid not, Doctor, my report in favour of the Tellarites and the fact
that I'm a Vulcan will auntomatically give the planet to the Tellarites."

Ané he'll be blamed for it, and the VWlcans, thought Kirk in frustrted
anger, it's S0 nfairesse

"Captain," he asked aloud, showing nothing of his feelings, '"Did you
discover why the mutiny occurred, or was it only due to the Captain's report?!

"o, I don't think so. Two Humans abord were related to colonists killed
by the Tellarites. I believe they're at the root of the rebellion. What's your
opinion, Hr. Kirk?"

"You're probably right. Another factor is that if any Party member was
aboard, he or they would have exacerbated the conflict and encouraged the mutiny."

"Of course, they would have blown it up out of all proportion," agreed McCov,

"eg, it must have oceurred through emotion,™ said Spock, "Humans have a
regrettable tendency to forget fachts in a crisis.®

"Like they started it," agreed Kirk, He saw the Andorian's surprised paze
on him, probably wondering if his romark was genuine.

"I intend to interrogate ome of the possible culprits myself," said Spock,

"Yes, Captain" said Gav with enthusiasm, "Pul him through i%, make him
confegs.”

Spock's icy glance pul a dampenerx on the enthusioasm.

"ire Gav, I shall make it clear thal the Telluarites abm xd gloating about
the Captains' support contributed to the mutiny, +the wrong is not all one sifled.
Mre Thelin, fetch a !r. Forkel for interrogation. Sring him here, please,"

"Captain, T do not recommend you to do this. The man ig violent and may
attack you,"
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You and everyone else present should be detervent enough. Tn bthe
event of an attack?<ko you consider me no match for a Hman??
"No, no, Capbtain, he'll be a fool if he lrieg,t

thelin no longer objected and gave the order for the prisoner Lo be
brought in. One security guaxrd wasg on each side, Spock dismissed the guards.

"Please sil down, Mre Forkel," he said courieously, although his
featuwres and voice remained expressionless, "I'm Captain Spock of the
Starship Foterprises My officers and I have to asceriain what happened
aboard the Hood and report to Starfleet accordingly. IT'm sure you'll do
your uvwimost to assist us.

"Go to hell, that's where devils belongi" was the insulting reply.
The Andorien made to get up.

"Sit dowm, Mr. Thelin," oxdered Spock sharplye. v, Forkel, I am
curions, Where ig hell?®

"I‘:h:o LI "
"You heavd, please answer. Where is hell??
"iow ghould I know?!

"Tn that case where is the logic of asking me to go there, when YO
cannot even tell me where it ig?!

"You're lauwghing at mel!

"Wulcans do not laugh, Mr. Forkel,"

"o, they wouldn't, stopped by logic no doubti" »iled the Muman.
"Dr, McCoy would agree with you," replied Spock calmly.

MeCoy grinned at the Captain, which amazed the prisoner.

"However," continued Spock, "I was merely pointing out the futility of
your remark, You and your fellow Humans are in a very grave situation. Unless
you collaborate, I shall be powerless to help you in any way,."

"You're Jokingl I know, Vulcans gon't joke, Wit is the point of gll
this? You'll take the pawl of the Tellarites,"

"Captain Spock will take the part of justice," said Kirk, containing
his anger. "Vulcans are well known for 1ntegr1ty You can believe
whatever the Captain says."

"You're hig stooge, you'd say thati?

"Tet's get back to the point," said Spock. "ALL T wanl to hear is
your version of events, Mr. Porkel, a tape will record ite"

The fuman shrugged and starited a vioient diatribe against Tellarites,
The fool, thought Kirk, who saw McCoy's anger reflected on hig fealures.

"I asked for facts, not a distasteful emotional outburst, " interrupted
bpock, M"Control yourself and say what happered; no mere and 1o less. !

"ou're not intercsted in my feelings, what we had to go throushae.e "

FeCoy couldn' stand it. IHe wend to the Human and shook hin angrily,
to hisg ubter amowement.

i sten ycu fool, what arve you ainming at, selfi-condemmation? The
Captain wants to hely» you, for God's sake, or why do you think he's trving
to make you S[omk like a reasomable being? Do you want to give the impression
that Humens ove illogical and emotional wreciks? Think, man, think. Use
logic for once, it doesn’t huehin
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"You've nothing to lose,” added Kizk wiith a smile at MeCoyls fury,




The man gave Kirk and McCoy a look of disgust.
"Youle worse than them, traitorseses.”

"You've ten seconds to start your statement in a coherent manner," advised
Spock severely.

Hand if I don't?M

"Tt11 assume all the guilt is on the Humans' side and will repor®
accordingly." ‘ :

Forkel pulled himself together at last and gave his version.

"We were very upset by the IHumans' death on the planet and the Captain upheld
his people, Tension was mounting aboard, we couldn't stand the Tellarites arguing
and’ arguing about how an arbitrator was bound to approve the Captain's recommend-
ations and how wrong we were. Then two engineers weve killed in cold blood for
insubordination, they attacked the Chief Ingineer and the Firgt 0fficer shot them "

"I don't believe itl" exclaimed Kirk, unable to contain his incredulitbye
"Iet Mr. Porkel finish please, Mr., Kirk,"
After a hostile look at the Human, Forkel continued:

Mo couldn't let murder go unavenged, submit to a reign of terror, =0 we armed
ourselves as best we could and retaliated. If we had taken the ship over, we might
have escaped." '

"You killed three Tellarites, why?"

"They killed two llumans, spart from the ones on the planet, why not?"
"fhe two engineers were killed accidentally, you were misinformed,”
"You'd say thatl" ’

‘ "he Captain and the First Officer gave their version, supported by irrvefutable
evidence, it's the truth," agssured Spocks. "Did you see the event yourself?!
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"o, but I was told by several people how it hapnened,™
Further questioning brought no definite lead ag to the origin of
the wntroth.

"Coptain,” said Kirk, "someone from the Party is behind it, it has
all the marks of ‘the way they operate, creating rumours baged on fact, but
completely distorted, and taking care not to be traced,”

"I agree," said Spock. "The facl tlet you were mislead is an atlenuating
cireumstance, Mr. Forkel, but it doesn't excuse mutiny and murder. T'm
alraid you may face a very severe penally at the Court Martial."

"On your recommendstion, Captain?!
"T wiil state facts, no more and no less; Mr. Forkel,®

"I know, feelings count for nothing for you Vulcans, you've no heart
and you dare speak of justicelV

Somehow a thin blade appeared in his hand and to throw it at Spock
who had got up 1o comduct the interrogation ouly took o second, Kirk's
reflex action was faster, He threw himself in front of the Vulcan.

"Jima* shouted Spock, catching his friend's body as it £oil againsd
him,

Kirk was clutching his left side and blood ran through his fingers.
MeGoy was kneeling by his side in seconds and withdrew The knife, then
concentrated on the wound, his pouch already open on the floor.

"Don*t look like that, Spocki" Kixk tried to smile, "I don't feel bad,"

"Doctor?™ gueried Spock, still holding Kirk while MeCoy did what he
could,

MHe'll be all right, Captain, it's only a flesh wound, if deep. Mind
you, he was lucky, his heart was not far from the blade."

"What possessed you to run such. a risk, Jim?" asked Spock, anger
definitely present in his voice, "Did you expect me to stand still and wait
for the blade to sbrike?

"I didn't bave time to thimk, sormy," replied Kirk still smiling as
hig two friends helped him %o sit in a chaiTe

"It's always the same with fumens, emotion comes First and they don'%
take time to thinkin

¥ said MeCoy with guch a grin that

"I know, Captain, we're hopeless,
slightly and a hall smile appeared in

Spoclc's very stern features relaxed
hisg eyes,

MJim, you will not toke such a risk again, do I make myself clear?!
said Spock in a severe tone.
"es, Captain, I'1l try to obey," replied an unvepentent [uman,

A seream startled them and they turned to see Thelin twisting the
prisoner’s arm to make the weapon fall. In a desperate move, Forkel had
managed to get hold of a phaser while everyone looked at Kirk and the grouy
around him,

Mhat will do, NMre Thelin," said 8pock, "I trust vou did not forget
my ruling in dealing with the prisonerg?"

The Andorian relessed the Human with disdain,

"I not soll my hands with such scumd  How he hid that imife is a
nmystery and I apologise for the risk to you, Captain.”

ou warned me.e.." Spock suddenly rwan fo Forkel who had Tallen on
the [loor, but he was toe late, he had seized the knife and used it on
himaself,



58

"7 can't stand it any longer," he murmured brokenly, "I've had enough of
Aliens and unfeeling monsterSeese”

McCoy who had rushed to do what he could, got up helplessly. "He's dead,
Captaine

Kirk felt pity for the unfortunate victim and knew Spock felt compassion
and perhsps guilt at not having prevented the guicide. Thelin felt nothing of
the sort and orlered the removal of the body with a shrug.

"Mis is bad,” said Spock at last, "apart from the waste of life."

"The Party will make him a martyr," agreed Kirk, Myetye 1ittle chance of
making the Mumans accept the truth now. They'll even say you killed himi®

"Are you sure the records showing evidence about the accident to the
engineers weren't faked, Captain?' asked McCoy e

"I'm sure, Doctor, I chedked everything myself, after Mr. Salyk did. Do
yvou think Forkel was a party member?"

"Wo, Caplain, he was a dupe of the Party, a tool as were the other
Humans aboarnd the Hood.!" replied Kixk sadly.

Mhatts no excusel! protested Gav, and Thelin nodded to show agreement,

"Capltain, mutiny is too serious a crime to recommend clemency.'" he stated
coldly.

"I have to agbee," said Spock, his voice flat. ™e'll escort the liocod to
Starbase 6 which is nearest, to lend assistance."

e helped Kirk to the shuttlecraft. Several Enterprise oflicers and crow
remained abcerd the Hood to man the ship, with the help of whatf crew there was
left with lumans in the brig and many Aliens in sickbay.

Kirk was settled in sickbay end had plenty of time to dwell on past events
as he recovered, The more he dwelt on them, the gloomier the picturel Spock
visited him a couple of times during the few days he was in sickbay, and blamed
nimgelf for Forkel's death. Tt took all the logic Kirk could muster and HcCoy
too, to make him see that no one could have stopped it, not even a Human. HNot
that the Caplain bl med himsell openly, but Kirk guessed at his sombre mood
and strangely enough, it was FMcCoy who finally convinced him.

"Lock, Captain, I'm supposed to be a Doctor, a psychologist able to deal
with Human problems. If anyone should have guessed at Forkel's suicide wigh, I
should, not you, an Alieni"

By the time Kizk left sickbay to resume his duties, he wasn't hapny at the
tum of events. The Tumans aboard the ¥nterprise had heard all that had happened
and the ones sent sboard the Hood had talked to the rebels. Because contact with
the reliable Humans abonmd the linterprise could be beneficial to the mutineers
Spock hadn't stopped visits to the prisoners, but it meant that some of the new
Humans algo talked to thems As MeCoy pointed oul, contact between fanatics only
brought enbanced fanaticism and milder elements could be converted.

By the time the two ships arrived at Starbase 6, controversy and arguments
were numerous and a tense abmogphere prevailed. The one thing which made Kixk
smile was Scobtly and Sulu's indignstion at the prejudice they met, not remembering
that they vere the same at one time.

Althoush some Party members were aboarxd the Hood, they were unable to
discover any and Kirvk was worried in case too many new Iumang listened to the
rebels, The Bnterprise crew certainly felt very different and no longer united.
Most of the new fumans contingent didn't approve Spock's support of the Tellarites
and his condemnation of the mutiny. Such gensational news as a mutiny aboard a
Starship couldn't be kepl a secret, it was soon widely spreads As expected, the
Party mode & mortyr ol forkel, and distorted the facts, showing how the Aliens
always supporied cach other arpinst lumans regardiess of justice and Vulcan
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integrity was a myth,

When some Humans aboard agreed with the Party's statement, Kirk
felt a mixture of anger and sadness, knowing the long hours Spock had
spent studying all agpects of the dispute before a rriving at the +truth,
Yot a single Party member on Rarth knew the facts and few cared about
truthe ALl they wanted was to use events to serve their own ends and
stir wp anti-Alien feelings. The fact that the Farth Govermment had
outlawed the Paxrty should have reduced its numbers, and it did for a
vhile, but now the Romulan admigsion first, then the tension with Tellar
and the colonists and mutiny affair had increased its numbers again.
Kirk thought of it as a cancerous growth, always coming back after a
temporary retreat. MeCoy and Scotty and the other Humans of the old
contingent were geliing gloomy and depressed, feeling as they wexre that
they were fighting a losing battlies Gav, Thelin and Tal tried theirn
tempers sorely at bimes, although Tal waz only a minor annoysnce bhecause
he avoided Humang.

Kirk was getting more and more worried. Spock was on duty all of
24 hours a day now, allowing himself no time off to avoid major incidents.
With a First 0fficer who was a hindrance, he had no-one to relieve the
heavy burden of command. Kirxk did all he could,but his position of Chief
Navigator was a handicap and restric ted him severely, which ircreased his
frugtration and worry.

Once the Hood was safely at Starbase 6, Spock attended the enquiry
into the affair, preliminary to the Court-Martial of the culprits. The
wide publicity this received was snother set back for the Interprige
experiment, how could a Human crew be trusted when it could mutiny? The
event was g0 exceptbional that Starfleet was unable fo classify it, much
as it might have liked ‘to.

Spock's testimony in favour of the Tellarites was even more publicised
an Barth and his faimess in putting part of the blame on the Aliens was
conveniently ignored by the Party. Kirk was starting to suspect that one
or more Parbty members were abosrd the fnterprise, making the situstion
worse and hisg suspicion tumed into near certainty when he found a brawl
in the recreation room between Sulu and Kyle. Kirk twied to separate the
two contegtents and didn't manzge it before Thelin arrived with Security
guards. The Andorian made short work of the brawlers and %ook them +to the
brig after throwing this disdainful remark to the Humans present:

_ "You Humans complain of being looked down on by us. How can we do
otherwise when you don't even trust each other?®

No—one was able to reply and Kirxk feli mortified, humiliated on
behalf of his fellow men, The fact that things had come tobrewling was a
bad omen and Kyle had not been a hot head up to recently, He was one of
the newcomers aboard, an jingineer Scotiy reported as good, and Kirke felt
gure someone from the Party had woxked on him to stir up trouble, To
discover who it was would prove impogsible, Kyle himself wouldn't have
realised it, Sulu got a severe telling off by Kirk, and felt sorry when
he sensed the same frustration in his navigator as in himself,

"I'm sorry, Mre Kirk, but I couldn't help ite. No matter how reasonably
you talk to Kyle and most of the others, it makes no difference, as though
they kept hearing other things all the time, it's infuriatingi®

"Party members at work®"

"It does look like it," agreed Sulu, "Kyle is not the one, just a
tool used to mke trouble,any trouble, I knew Kyle before, he wos a mild
man and treated me as a fanatics.e I know I was," smiled Sulu, "but you
should have heard him nowd!

The Captain, much as he may have regretted it in private, puniched
the two brawlers severely and without discrimination. Suly understood
Spock had no choice, but it brought him, sneers from the crew: he had made
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himself a Vule an champion and wheoe had it got him? Served him risht for being
a traitor to his race, a desgspicable turnceat.

After the delay at Starbase 6, the Enterprise staried again on her routine
migsion, the checking of a mining colony in the 4th Quadrant. With the rebels
now lelt behind to face Court Martial, Kirk hoped the crew might settle down to
routine and perhaps forget wild talk and avoid brawlingl McCoy wasn't so
optimistic and feared the day when two factions wight appear among the iumans
and be at war with each other, vhich could muke the Captain's task of mwming
an efficient ship a hopeless challenge.

Kirk prayed this would never occur and watched the signs of tiredness on
hig Captain with renewed worry, he ghould teke some time off duty. Besides, he
missed Kal-Toyal He had finally convinced the Vulcan to have a game with Dr, Syvik's
asgistance, but they had only played s few moves when the alarm sounded,

"We're cursed, I know it!" Kirk groaned,.
"What do you mean?" asked Spock as they hurried to the bridgee
"A Fumen sayingd No time to explain, Spock, sorry."

"If T get the time at some distant future date, I will compile a dictionary
of your Human sayings," said the Vulcan.

"T111 help gladly," grinned Kirk.

They had no fime to say any more ag fthey emerged from the 1ift and settled
at their postse, Gav reported that sensors had picked up a large object ahead.
After a few seconds, Salyk repoxrted:

"The object is vast and probably a vessel of unknown origin., There's no life
aboard,"

"Derelict?" queried Spock.
"A possibility, Captain, we're too far at present to pick up further date."

"Increase speed, Mr, Kivk," ordered Spock, "and maintain until we reach
optimum range."

The object looked like a ship, visible on the screen now, and Salyk confirmed
it wag a derelict hull.

"A very unusual design," observed 3pocks "Is it safe to go aboard, Mr. Salyk?!

"Further readings are indicated, Captaine I'11 let you know in approximately
Hed minuites, bul it should be safe M

spock got up from the command chair, "I'll organise a boarding varty. You've
the Con, Mr. Salyk. Mr, Gav, Mr, Kirk, you will acompany me."

Kirk followed with alacrity. The unknown ship could prove interesting, even
fascinating, to coin a phrase. Spock called Dr. Syvik and Mr. Senak to Join the
party as well as Thelin and two security guards. They all met in the changing
room to put space suits on and helped ecach other into them,

"The vessel is safe to board, Captain® reported Salyk by intercom, "and
it's very close.n

"Switch tractor beams on," ordered Spock, "we're going aboard,"

The small distance was scon crogsed and they entered throcugh an obvious
alrlock,

"No atmosphere," reported Cav, "move carefully, debris is everywhera, "
They were sdvancing slowly along the clubttered corridor when Salyvk calleds
"Captain, return immediately. I repeat, return immediately,."

They hastened back to the airlock, hearing Salyk explain = "A sudden
crack has appeared in the hull, ceused by tractor beams perhaps. The structure
igs no longer safe,”
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"MJe're at the airlock, crossing hack now," replied Spock.

Although the unknown ship disinte.grated when they arrived back
abe rd the Interprise, the party had suffered no mishap so far. They were
emerging from the airlock when Spock gave a convulsive gasp, then fell to
the [loor, his hands clawing at the helmet in & desperate attempi to remove
it. Kirk lmelt by his side and removed it at oncee. The Captain's chest
neaved in painful spasms and hig breathing was uneven and seemed to choke
hime Dre Syvik had his pouch out while Thelin alerted sidcbay. The Vulcan
gelected z hypo and handed the small oxygen mask to Kirk who applied it
quickly, while the doctor gave the injection. The patient quietenen down
then and Kirk removed hig own helme®, his breathing just as fast in his
angui sha

Myhat is it, Doctor? Is he all right?" he asked anxiously.

"T hope so, Mre Kirk, your prompt action was of assistance, Help me
to remove the suit before we transfer him to the mobile bed."

MT want that suit" stated Thelin, coming forward, "Clearly a malfunct-
ion occurred, perhaps a criminal one."

Oh nod thought Kirk with the awful feeling of reliving a nightmare,
nO....

MT bet it is, with Humans around, ! said Gav violently. "They seem
determined to kill the Captaine"

"T will check the suit myseif," said Senak. "You may watch, IMrs Thelin.'

Kirk left them to it and accompanied Spock and the doctor. McCoy wes
waiting anxiously and Xirk sat down and watched their fast and el ficient
minigtrationse. Let him be all right, please, he found himself saying in
hig mind over and over again. He felt weak and hollow, with an awful
pressure on him like a weight. He was so afraid... afraid off the possible
truth that someone had tried to kill Spocke.. The thought of going through
such a recurring mightmare made him feel sick.

"ire you all right, Tim?" asked McCoy coming towaxds him at last.
Mou don't look welleess"

"Never mind mel"
"The Captain is in no danger now. I'1l let Dr. Syvik explain.”

"T ghould xeport to the Pirst Officer," remarked the Vulcan, 'but as
the Captain will recover, a few minutes delay aren't important.

"ihank you, doctor," said Kirk gratefully. "What happened?"

"o not ask me how or why, it is not my field, but the Captain
breathed a towic gas usually produced by a Rigellian ore called 'Okra'."
The doctor stopped for a second, then added : "It is deadly to Vulcans."

YA accidentt" he asked without hope.

Ma remote possibility, Mr. Kirk, although I believe IMr, Senak should
answer thigse"

"Then it's atienpted murder,” ststed Kirk in a dead voice.

"Which nearly succeeded,'" said Dre Syvik. "Had we not retumed to
the Bnterprise so guickly, the Caplain would be dead by now."

"Bhoausme the helmet couldn't have been removed in fthe absence of
atmosphere," finished McCoy.

"Ixactly, I musl report to the First Officer at once, "

Dr. Syvik lefl and Kizk and McCoy looked ai each other with the same
forlorn sigha

"Here we go again,' said Kirk al last. "Back to fthe good old times
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when assassins lurked in every shadow,!
"The Paxrty?®

"Who else? You must remember how viclous and vindictive they are.
They'll claim they're avenging the mutineers and the colonizts,"

The door opened and Scotiy came in at a run. "I don't believe itim

He stopped at the might of thelr defeated attitude, then saw Spock
on the bed,

"hen itt's bruel!

"es, it's true," said Kirk savagely. "Pure chance saved the Captain.
Why didn't you suspect anything? Did you join the Party agains®

"Nol I would mever harm the Captain, I swear it," protested Scotty.
"I'm sorry T detected no Party member, but L'm known as a defector, like
Sulu and the others, sgo we're not likely to inspire confidencei™

"I know, sorry, Mr. Scott, keep trying just the same."

Scotty le £ and McCoy checked Spock who suddenly moved and coughed
with a slight moan, The doctor used a hypo at once and Kirk was surprised
to see him set the bed conditioming to very cool.

"I thought Vulcans like heat M

"Osually yes, bute.... Whoever did this is a fiendish monster,!
explained the doctor in wild anger, "the stuff he breathed was like Tire,
he must have been in agony, and lucky no permanent damage oCCUTrTEde..ss
Sorry Jim, you're upsetl enough as it is."

"o, T'm glad you told me, I won't rest until I lay my hands on that
mongter, IHow long before Spock is back on duty?!

“Dr, Syvik will decide, but he may keep him a little longer because
he was becoming concerned at the stress on the Captain. Don't fret, Jim,
we'll keep him sedated so that he doesn't suffer. He may find it awkwaid
to talk at first except in a whisper, which would make it difficult Lo
command, hence the perhaps enforced rest he might have to take."

"Good, he can do with it."
"Yes, but can the crew do with Gave"
Kidk had found no amswer to that by the time Dr. Syvik returned.

"ou should report to the briefing room, Mr. Kivk. Mr. Gav and Mr, Thelin
are conducting the inguest inte this regrettable affair,"

"I look foxrward to that," said Kirk bitterly. "They'll say T did iti®
"y yout!" queried the doctor,

"Because I'm Human, a member of that cursed species everyone hales
the sight of. Do you know doctor, I think I hate Humang too."

"Calm down, Jim," said McCoy severely. "You need a cool hesd if you
want to find the assassin, and a brawl with Gav or Thelin will sen you in
the brig."

Kivic managed to smile., "I know. Thanks, Bones,"

He went to the briefing room where the senior officers assembled and
Thelin gave hig report, .

"Po introduce a minute piece of Rigellian ore into the Capiainta gult
vas child's play. As the suits were checked in depth at Starbase 1, it mast
have been introduced after we left, Anyone could have done it al any time.
The fact that it was so well timed to kill the Captain leads me to think it
was done jusl before leaving for the derelict ships The Captain may be able
to asolot, he could have seen or sensed something unusual at the time, bhut
I naturally camnot ask him yet.!
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"Any possibility of an accident, Mr. Thelin?' asked Salyk. "The Rigellisn
Ore is basically similar to the crystals usedees"

"I know, Mre. Salyk," interrupted Thelin, "and Starbase 1 check would have
included a test for this, therefore we know it's attempied murder, Any idea
as to who the culprit igpt

All eyes turned to Kirk,

"Tt's plausible to assume that a member of the Parity came aboard the ship
with the new contingent of flumens," he said coolly enough.

"On the other hand, such a Party member could be found among the so-called
reliable Humans," said Thelin, "Party members are expert at play-scting. I
propose to interrogate everyone.

"It's your right," said Kirk calmly. "Somecne could have seen interference
with the Capitain's suit and realise only now what it meant."

"Agreed. For ingtance, an engineer checking a space sult would attract no
attention," said Senak.

"I'11l ook into this," promised Thelin. "One question first hovever : did
any of you help the Captain with his suit?!

All eyes turned to Kirk again.
"I did," he adwitted, "at least I checked the fastenings for him,"
Thelin gave a thin smile Kirxk didn't like,

"Then you've the honour of heading the list of suspects, Mr. Kirk," he
gloated.,
"Just a moment, FMr. Thelin," said Salyk. "What happened exactly was as
follows: I handed the Captain his sult, he took it and pui it on, and Mr. Kirk
checked the fastenings. Therefore, I must assume I'm also on the list of suspects,"
"fou're a Vulcanl" protested Thelin,

hnd Mr. Kirk isisenior officer whosé loyalty to the Captain has never been
doubted," gbated the Science Officer.

"Therefore, he's not o likely suspect," added Sirak,
"o wagte time on him would be illogical,'" agreed Senak.,
"Mainly as he saved the Captain's 1life only recently,” finished Somek,

Kirxk looked dovm to hide his emotiones If only the Humans could hear this,
they would realise that Vulcans repayed loyalty with 1oyaltéveesoes

"Mres Kirk may have been playing a part all the time," said Gav harshly, "and
the Human who threw the knife an accomplice. To trust a Human is foolish, and
lire Thelin is entitled to conduct his inquest as he wishes,"

"Thank you, Mr. Gav, I intend to," said Thelin. "Wulcang sre honest and
trustwor thy, to recognise deceit is difficult for them. I meant it as a compliment,®
he added hastily, "and I want the man who tried to kill the Capbain, whoever he
is.™"

"I hope you find him," said Gave. "I must get back to the bridge and make my
report to Starfleet, Tel me kpow if you need assistance,”

"lhonk you, Sir, I'd like Mrs. Kirk to stay behind for questioning."”

Bveryone lef't and Kirk faced the Andorian with a promise to himselfl to keep
calm. Clearly Thelin suspected him of some plot, yet he couldn't feel very
regsentful, because he was pretby sure the Security Chief was genuinely anxious
to find bthe criminal.

M. Phelin,' he said rovevely, "I want the assassin found as much as you
do and will assigl your enguiries among the Humens if you wish,!

"In oxder to assist the culpritp®
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"You don't trust me, Mr. Thelin, why?"

"L studied your recoml, and cowld never trust a men who killed his
own brother,"” was the havsh reply.

"iven if it was to save my Captain?!

"ou killed him to shut his mouth, and win ithe confidence of the
Vukecan, a very clever move, I don't know how you tricked Spock, he's the
lagt person to make friends, yet he seems to think a lot of you, a mere
Humane Tt'11l be a pleasure if I can prove to him how migtaken he was,"

Kirk was starting to understand meny things. Thelin being from a high
family, Spock should befriend him, not a Humani

"You knew Spock as a child, didn't you?" he said,

"es, his family was host to mine when we visited Vulcan,"
"Yet you aren't his friend, why?"

He had guessed right, Thelin was angry.

Melre not here to discuss my migtalkes, but yours, Mr. Kirzk, Your
record shows you were on Rigel at one time, therefore you had the opportunity
to acquire the ore."

"Maybe," agreed Kirk, "but I didn't, You may search my quarters if
you wigh,"

"Moo late now, it wouldn't be there," said Thelin. "However, if you're
immocent, you should be able to give me an indication as to which Human
is guiliye "

"Y wish I could, Mr. Thelin, on my word as an officer."”
"You may be protecting the culprit."

"ot when that Human tried to kill Spocki™ he protested, containing
anger with effort,

Thelin looked at him with a frown 3 "You're ready to betray your
own race and you expect me Lo trust you?" His tone had contempt in it.

"Wou handled the Captaints suit both before and after, an interesting
point," Thelin continued, "Unfortunately, the minute piece of ore needed
could easily be hidden." He called the Science Officer by intercom and
the Vulean arrived with a small apparatus he put on the table, then left
again.,.

"Put your hands in that tube" Thelin ordered,

Kirk obeyed, puzzled, and a dizal moved intc the wed,

"It shows you were in proximity of the ore recently,” said Thelin,
Yhut ag it was in the helmet and you removed it, nothing is proved except
that youtre clever,

"0r that I'm innccents If 1T was guilty, why rush {o save the Captain?"

"he plan had failed already, so you avoided suspicion.®

Kirk didn't protest. Whatever he said, he wouldn't convénce the
Andorian and he wag becoming weary of the long questioning when Gav
interrupted it,.

Miell, have you found proof of his guilt yet?™ agked the Tellarite.

"o, Mre. Gav, only circumstancial evidence so far,"

"You hawve found the evidence. I ordered Commander Kixc's quarters
searched and a piece of Higellian ore was found there,"

Y don't even know what Rigellian ore looks like," he protested,
unbelieving.

"You would say thati" mocked Gav, "You can put him in the brig,
Mras Theline" ;
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"I'm afraid not," replied the Andorian regretfully. "IL Mr, Kirk is the
would be murderer, he's very clever to have fooled everyone up o now. A
clever man wouldn't have kept Rigellian ore in his quarters."

Kirk heaved a sigh of mwelief and enjoved Gav's cresifallen face.

"You moy go, Mr. Kirk.," added the Secudity Chief, "and I hope to find the
culprit before another attempt ig made,”

"So do I," agreed Kirk,

He left feeling tired out and weary. He hadn't convinced Thelin of his
innocencey but the Andorian would be thorough in his interrogation of Humans
and might discover something, although his suspicions of everyone could
antagonise all the Humans and produce few resuliscs.. Too many problems, he
couldn't deal with them at present, too tired... He wenl to sickbay and sat by
Spock's bed, putiing his head in hig hands with lagsitude, To have actually
been accused of wanting to kill Spock had hurt. Now the future held nothing but
fear, the dreadful fegr that some day an assassin would succeeds.os

"Wr, Kirk, T regret to have to agk you to leave," said Dr. Syvik's voice
at his side,
My " Kirk fiared ups. "Do you think I might hurt the Captain toog"

o, but you're in close proximity. He can sense your thought waves and
they mugi be disturbing hecause he's restless and trying Lo overcome sedation.”

Kirk got up at once. "I'm sorry, I didn’t realise it," he muttered guiliily.

"The occurrence is only due Ho the Captain's illness. Touch him and attempt
to convey reassurance,"

"Are you able to do 1t7" asked McCoy who had also approached,
"Yeg, of course I will."

It tock him a few seconds fto clear his mind of all worrieg and sense of
fatigue and he put his hand +to Spock's fowrehead gently, projecting what reassur-
ance he could muster,

"That will do, you may stop" said Dre. Syvik affer a couple of minutes. "Do
not worry about the Captain, he will recover shortly.!

McCoy accompanied Kirk out of sickbay and handed him a couple of tablets.
"Palke them and sleep, you need it and it's your day off,."

For once Kirk didn't protest and spent the day in blissful oblivion,
MeCoy's tablets had been mosht effective. As he went on duly, he could sense
the tension sround him to a degree which shook him. The situation was becoming
worse to say the least, this wasn't the Enterprise, and felt more like the Hoodeaese
He sghied away from the thought and decided te investigate his owm department,
no-one could stop him there. Sulu was on duty with Sirak and to maintain course
for the very distant colony they were bound for was roubtine he could cope with
by himgelf, wihich was why Kixk heard Sirak ask him to his private quarters,
something he had never done,

"We can talk frecly here," said the Vulcan. "I'm very concemmed,Mr, Kirk,
and T know my colleagues are alsos It's becoming difficult to run the ship,
although wetre all on permanent duty."

"ihy? What's going onse®

Mou could assess the situvation more scowrmtely. Mrs Thelin is conducting
his inquest in a mamer which could be described as ruthless, but muxrder is a
grave matter and he's perhaps justified.®

"es, of course, anyone should know that."

"he Humans are upset by the questioning, the suspicion, and resent it,.
They complain of discrimination and ha” ragsmente"
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"Why are they auntomatically accused? I'm sure they askl" riled
Kirk, "What do they expect? They should have thoughl of that before
attempting murder,"

"Indeed, Mre. Kirk, but in the meantime they've adopted an attitude
of non-~cooperation., Work entrusted to them takes twice as long, orders
are obeyed promptly in appearance, but something goes wrong to delay
matters. All departments are affected, we're still on schedule but only
Just.®

"Arven't you getting co-operation from half the Humans?"

"I'm afraid not, with a few exceptions like Mre Scott and Mr. Sulm
and a few others." Sirsk admitted reluctantly. "I do not know why,
perhaps you could find out."

"I most certainly will," promised Kirk grimlye

He had a quick word with each senior Vulcan officer who conlirmed
Sirvak's story. It didn't make a pretty picturel New mules didn't help,
like any group of Humans mumbering more than two automatically atiracted
Security's attention and regular checks of all Human quarters were made
all the time, including Kirk's. Thelin had imposed a kind of martial law
aboard, in order to discover any plot perhaps? If Kirk had a meeting
with his friends in hisg quarters, 1%%l be asking for a raid! Where could
he have 1it¥esss He went to Dr, Hyvik and explained the situation,

"I hate to involve you, Doctor, but I need somewhere to talk to
Mre Scott and Sulu and others without interruption and maybe ha-rassment
by Security. May I use McCoy's officep®

"Use mine, it's larger, and 1'11 move intc Dr. McCoy's for the
moment." said the Vulcan simply. "Mr. Thelin eould try to check McCoy's
office sgains although T discouraged him once,"

"Thank you, Doctor," said Kidk, gratelul. He asked Sulu to contact
Scotty and the others after making sure Sirak was back on the bridge at
his posi. Whnile he waited, he went to see Spock. The Captain was still
under gedation and a strange machine was over his chest,

"iig breathing is painful,! explained Dr. Syvik, "and has to be
assisted, but he should manage without help by tomorrow,"

"Don't let him return to duty too soon, not with the ship as 1t isl"
Hi'll do my best, bul cannot promise success. You know the Captain,"

Kirk nodded. Spock would soon sense the aitmosphere aboard his ship
and forget minor concexrns like his health!

Miveryone is here, Jim" announced McCoy,

Kirk followed the doctor into the office and saw how nervously the
Humang Jooked at the door, and how tired and dispirited they appeared o
bee

"We weren't followed, we made sure of thal," said Scottv.

Kirik felt as though he was living through & cheap spy story! The
Enterprise had actually come dowm to that... e mastered his anger, it
would achieve nothing,

"No—one will come in here, velax" he said goothingly, "and tell me
what's soing on. ’

They talked freely one after the other, and the picture which
emerged was bleak to say the least. Most of the new Humans were more anti-
alien than ever, They thought the colonists and the mutincers justified,
and the Captain got what he degexved for supporting the Tellarites. That
bit was bad enough, but Gav's open sneers and insuliing remarks and Thelin's
ruthless interrogations and martial law drove some reliable Humans o
anti-Alien feelings, and collabo”ration with the rest,
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miith Aliens like Gav and Thelin about, you can hardly blame them I
suppose, " said MeCoy disgustedly.

"7 won't believe Security used torture," protested Kirk, "The Vulecans
wouldn't stand foxr itl."

Mip, Thelin himself interrogated all the Humans,” explained Sulu, "and
he never touched anyone physically."

"Captain's orders I expect," said Kixk,

"I agree, However, he treated us like criminals he had to make confess
to crime and after 4 hours in his office I must admit I felt like committing
a crime, killing himi"

"o doesn't believe we'lve dnanged and are on his side,' added Scotty
resentfully, "fo him we're all Party members wanting to ¥ill the Captain,
we're all equally guilty, the lowest life form aboardi™

"ALL our past was raked up,' said Chekov bitterly, "our allegiance %o
the Party and 21l thate I felt guilty all over agein, and he saw ite Next
thing I knew he was convinced I was the assassin and threw evidence of it
endlessly. I nearly confessed to get the ordeal oveni"

Mrig disdain for us Humans iz so insulting it puts us at o disadvantage
from the start," said Uhurs, "and he somehov manages to make us feel like
crimingls,"

"which we were in the past," admitted Scotty, "and we might as well still
bed®

iho started the non-cooperation campaign?' asked Kirk.

Mhe knows?" replied Sulu with a shrug. "Could b anyone. Party members
are too clever to be caught that waye.'

"Tttg not as effective as they thought," said Scolby. ¥Wulcems can do
without sleep or food for weeks, so ihe senior officers are minimising the
effect."

"Ves, but they can't go on for ever," muttered Kirk darkly.

"Thig is very bad, Jim," said McCoy. "I was told another fight took place
in the recreation roome It may come to two Human~ factions fighting each othex.
Such chaos would give another attempt on the Captain's 1ife a good change of
SUCCeSHe " '

Kirlc put a band to hig forehead in a gesture of sheer [rustration.
"1 know, Security couldn't be everywherel What can we do?"

"Even the Vulcans don't help," said Scotty miserably. "Their attitudes
have become frozen and distant in the exbreme.”

Mhatts true, they make it very clear how distasteful all those emotions
are to them," Sulu agreed bitlerly.

"Booause they're feared, they still get obedience to orders," said Chekov
"but regentment is building wpe"

"Gav makes everything twice as bad with his smeers," added Uhura., "Now
1f he was murdered, it could be any of usl"

"pleage dontt say that," begeed Kivk, "we don't need another murderi Lool,
don't be fooled by the Vulcans, they do care, only such extreme emolions are
an illness to them, you can't blome Uthem for disliking an illnessl Thelin is
doing his job, not in a nice manner, but murder is not nice, and he wants to
find the culprit or it'll reflect badly on him. Tav's planet moy fight a wax
with Barth one day, you can't expect the Pirst Officer to like us any more than
we like him,"

Mihatts all very well," wmaid Bulw, "bub we've to live with it all."

"I know, but it ghould ease un as soon as Spock is up and about, or if the
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culprit is found, so it may be a simple guestion of time,"
"Tet's hope sos" said McCoy, "things can'®t get much worgel™

After a last request to the Humans to help their Vulcan officers
as much as possible, the meeting broke up and Dr, Syvik was given hisg
office back,

"T had Mr. Thelin checking up on Dr, McCoy again," reported the
Vule an -

"How did you stop him from coming in to us?" asked Kirk.

"{ told him Dre McCoy was engaged in important work and couldn't
be disturbed."

"T thought Vulcans didn't lie," teased Xirlk,

"I did not lie," said a faintly indignant Vulcans '"Dre McCoy was
assisting you in solving the Human problem, which is important work."

Kirk grinned to himgell as he left, he should have known logic had
all the answers! His lighter mood didn’'t last. He went to the bridge
for a gpell of duty with the Romulan who ignored him or avoided looking
a1 him when he had to answer a questions. As though T didn't have enough
problems, thought Kixk, T've o be lmnded with that young impertinent
Aliend I've tried politeness and velvet gloves, to no effect, so I've
nothing to losel Besides, I've had enough of his superior air!

Mire Tal," he baid harshly, "your conduct towards a superior officer
is insulting to say the least, You will address me in the correct mnner
and be polite enough to look at me when I talk to youe"

"Wes, Sir," replied a stummed Romulan, clearly unable 4o believe hisg
ear8e

. That's him put in his place, reflected Kixk, feeling much betber
‘after the outburst. Por the rest of the duty spell, Tal was careful to
ovey the omler, throwing a puzzled look at his commanding officer from
time to time. Let him wonder, thought Kink with an inward smile, maybe
that's him sorted outl Should've told him off earlierd

When he retired to his quarters for hig off duty pewiod, he tried to
think of fhe fubure. What was going to happen to the Interprise under such
conditions? The experiment would fail, that was sure, Not only that,

Spock might lose his life, and whyPeee.. He switched his viewer on and
scarmed the news, which did nothing to alleviate his mind, Tellar and
Earth were more at loggerheads than ever, and blaming each other in wvielent
and abusive terms, The situation could no longer be kepl a secrei, it was
now official news. The Federation Council had made it clear that a war
would mean the immediate expulsion of both planets from the Federation,
perhaps in the hope that it would cool tempers. The Party on Farth wag

most active and was now pinning Forkel's death on Spock and on Vulcan
methods of dealing with their enemies. They drove them to suicide!

Kirk switched off in disgust, and the knowledge that many Humans
believed it all made him sicks There was Spock desgperately trying to help
Humans against all odds and what did he get for it? He wag made into a
mongter and they tried to kill himl Was Barth worth his 1ifeTee.. The
answer to that was easy.

Ag Kirxk had feared, Spock left sickbay against doctorts advice, He
agreed however, to stay in his quarters for one day while he studied
Thelin's reports of the inguests To Kidk's disappointment, the Captain
didn't call him although he saw the Andorian go in once, but then the
Security O0fficer would want to heax the Captain’s recolleections aboutb
the space suil, in case he gave a clue.

The next da ock called hisg senior ofiicers to the briefing room.
5 1)

MeCoy intercepted Kirk on his way there, "Jim, try not to let him talk
too much, 1% hurts him s+ill, but he won't listen.'
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"Spock is so stubiorn! I doubt that I can do mmcho®

The Captain looked perfectly recovered as he invited the officers to git
down, His voice was affected, bubt he could be heard easilys Once more, he
appeared Lo be the dignified and elegant officer in charge of his ship, and
it would inspize confidence, which was badly neededl

Spock started by thanking Thelin for his work and no-one could blame
the Andorian for his lack of success, he had been most thoroughs The Captain
had to stop to cough for a second and Kirk saw the slighl wince and the
involuntary clenching of his hands against the paine Nothing elge showed,,
Spock started speaking again and no-one would have guessed that each word
hurt to pronounce. Kirk felt the decision he had reached the day before harden,
it was only logical, the thing to do, if only he could convince Spockes.s He
dismissed the thought to listen to Gav's report to his Captain, which was
factual and free of the sneers the Tellarite inflicted on Humans. Fach senior
officer reported in turn and mentioned the Human problem in similar terms.
The Vulcan officers added the admission that they didn't know how to deal
with such a problem,

“r. Kirk, it's a Human problem, have you any suggestion?" asked Spocks,
"I do have one, Captain, but would prefer 4o give it in private,"
Spock hid his surprise as befitted a true Vulean,

"Wery well, come to my quarters in approximately one hour. In the meantime
I thank you all for your efforts in dealing with a difficult situation which
eannot be allowed %o continues Mre. Thelin, you will stop all interrogations and
Lift martial law at once,!

"Captaing am I to understand that I must stop my inguest?" asked an
incredulous Andorian,

"I see no logic in pursuing it," replied Spock., MAll it achieves is
digruption of my crew, not the discovery of the culprit,"

"I need more Limes.e"
"Negative, You will desist and itls an order."

"Wery well, Captain," said a stiffly disapproving Securily Chief. "Am T
allowed to lake precautions against a possible recurrence?!

"Yes, Mr. Thelin, with discretion. I'll discuss Security matters with wyou
shortlys What I want you all $o vemember is that, while it's true there's
an assassin asboayd, there are also many crew members worthy of trust. If you
don't trust them bowever, why should +they trust you? I've no wish %o interfere
in the running of each of your depax%ments,but I advocate patience and
collaboration with any member of your crew. You may find they will collaborate
also.h

"And if they don't, Captain?! asked Gave

"We'll come to the problem if or when it arises," replied Spocks. "I shall
condvet an inspection of the ship in 15 minutes, Dismissed "

Lach officer hurried out to wamrn his subordinates with the excepbion of
Thelin who remsined behind 4o discuss gecurity,

ihe Captein's inspection was made in complele gilence, Spock never said a
single words At the end though, on the bridge, he addressed his crew brie fly:

"I made no comment dwring my inspection because none deserved to be radey
apart from the fact that my crew has no longer any pride in the BEnterprisec.
In view of recent events and my enforced absence, T will overlook it this
once, My next ingpection will take place in three days time, when I will
expect my ship and crew o be up to the standards I require or I shall want
to konow why. That is all.®

Kirk at his navigation console smiled to himself. It might do the %rick.
Most Humans bad locked uncomfortable, even ashamed during the inspection, and
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no wonders Spock could convey strong disapproval with a single look,

"You may join me in a few minutes, Mr. Kirk," sald the Captain as
he left the bridge. Kirk waited for Simk *o replace him before he left
the bridge in turn for the Captain's quarters.

He found McCoy glaring at Spock lying on his bed with a combination
of helplessness and exasperation, as he repacked his pouch.,

"Jim, will you tell the Captain fo shut up?" he snapped., "He Just
bad a fit of coughing which wag so bad it brought up blood,"

"Tou should teke care, Spock," said Kirk, concerned, "I'llleave you
to rest.!

"No, stay snd I'll speak in a whisper, it doesn't huxt then,"
Kirk looked at McCoy who shrugged.

"le'll have hig own wayl Don't let him raise his voice and don't
stay too long."

MeCoy left and Kirk sat by the bed so that be could hear easily.

"What is your idea, Jim? I'd be glad of any assistance to help my
crew, "

"My idea is very simple, Give up this experiment, and stop bothering
about Humans. Have a ship with a normal crew who will help instead of
hinder you,"

The Captain wes so wurprised he was unable to hide it, noticed Kirk,

"I don't understand," said Spock at last, his eyes trying to read
Kirk's features, "Why, Jim?"

. ™ou mugt be fed up with Human problems, and to tell you the txuth,
80 am Te I'm sure you Joined Starfleet to discover the unknown, explore
the Universe, ag I did, not to nursemaid Humansi If Farth is too retarded
for the Pederation, it's hardly your fault, or mine,"

Spock was observing him carefully, the dark eyes probing into his own,.
"What do you propose then? Dismissal of the Huwsens, the Alieng?"

"The obnoxious ones, yese. Call Starfleet and tell Tholev the experiment
faileds He'll be so overjoyed he'll let you have whatever you want,'

"And then?"

"With a good crew like the one we had before Tholev took over, we'll
have gone back in time and be able to function asg a ship should, The
Interprise will be the best in Starfleet in no time at all.”

"And we shall have failed, [ow would you live with such a failure, Jim?"
"Faglly T promise you," smiled Kirk.

Spock's eyes smiled back, bub he shook hig head.

Tt was a good try, Jim, a good attempt at what you call 'blufft,”

How de you knows!

"I don't believe we can lie fo each others You want to quit for one
reason only, because my life is sexiously endangered,"

"Isn't that enough?" snapped Kixk, upset by hig failure to fool Spock.
In a softer voice, he added: "How do you think I could live with the knov-
ledge that my own race Jilled you and I was unable to prevent it?"

"I you were unable to prevent it, gulld would be illogical," Spock
pointed oubs e must continue, Jim, there's no choice and you know it."

"I suppose #0," Kirk replied with a complete lack of enthusiasm which
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made Spock's eychrow rise,

"This is not like you, Jim, and I regretes, I undergtand that you no
longexr feel you share commend, Believe me, T miss your assisbonce,"

Kirlc noddeds It was hard on Spock as well as himgelf, and so wnjust.

"Have you wondered why the Humans should want Gav ag Captain?" asked Spock.,
hat? They can't want Gavi®

"Wet he'd be Captain if I died,"

"In which case there would be a second mitiny in Starfleet’s historyl The
Party wamts to kill you for revenge, apart from having you condemned to death
already, and they wouldn't think further than that,"

"Unless they killed Gav too and you'd be Captaine!
"Me? I'm condemned to death too, and you know it, Why reke all that up?"

"Thelin presented me with this arsument, so I'm waraing you, should he
mention it."

"I see, thanks, I'm his favourite suspecte"
"Did he go too far?" asked Spock, his voice rising above a whisper,

"Keep quiet,” ordered Kirk. "oy he wam't that bad and T understand hisg
dislike of me,"

"Ohi What do you mean by this cryptic remark?"

"&m@y3mubmw!&aﬂmmsheﬂmwdbeywrfﬁmm,mﬁnm,mﬂsmmr
erqual, ['m note"

"You might be right," said Spock thoughtfully, "in which cage T may have
remedied the situation without knowing ite"

"What are you talking about? Your interview with Thelin?!

"I managed to di ssuade him from adopting gtrong measures like a guard at
my door,"

"lie wanted to kvow if you had an idea who tried to kill you, liave you?"

To Kirk's utter amazement, Spock looked embarrassed;and afraid? daes It
didn't make sensel

"I don't wish to discuss it,* replied the Vulcan, his voice rising above
a whisper, "please accept it, Jim."

"You mean you know?™

There was definitely fear now in the Captain’s eyes,

"Jim, whether T know anything or not ig irrelevant, I cammot discuss it
with you."

"But you did with Thelin?"

Kirk looked completely nystified and the thought that aristocrats stueck
together didn't cross his mind, he was simply baffled, trying to N erstantee e
fle suddenly noticed the wild fear in Spock's eyes, was some ¢ astly Human
blackmailing the Captaines?

"Spock, if you know, you nuat tell me who it isy I'11 deal with him,"

"I cammot tell you anything, " stated Spock, in his near normal voice, YI
regret it very much, please don'tee..."

He fell back on the bed cougning o violently that Kirk got up to call a
docton,

"Wo, don'ti" pasped Spock between painful spasms, flelplessly, Kirk wabtched
the alim frame of the Vulcan raked by the awlful cough « WVhen green blood
appearved on his lips, in desperation, he seized him and held him soothingly
like a child, To his relief, the cough abated and he felt the exhausted
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relaxation of the slemler body. He laid him back genlly on the bed,
wiped the blood and whispereds

“Are vou sure I shouldn't call the doctor?®

"Wes, Jim," Spock whispered back., "It looks worse than it is, a mere
residual effect from the oree"

"Painful though. Don't talk any more, I should have known belterd®

He gave him a drink of water and watched the breathing settling back
to normal, but he was puzzled anew by the hint of fear in the Vulcan's
eyed.

Uinything wrong? I wish you'd tell me, lelt me help. I'd love to deal
with the maniac who tried to kill youl"

M regret I cammot say anything," sald Spock in a whisper. "Believe
me, Jim, I don't want it this way, but I've no choice, T'1l undergtand if
you see it as lack of trust, but it is not that at all."

The Tear was lthere again and Kirk unterstood at last. Spock was
afraid his reticence would upset Kirk, create another lack of communication,
another breach, The very fact that the Vulcan had mannged to talk about
it at such length indicated how concerned he was. He probably hated not
being able to tell Kirk, and the fact that he might have if Kirk had been
First Officer was no help.

A1l right, T won't agk again, T know you'd tell me if you could."
The relief in the Vulcan's gaze was obvious,.

"Thank you, Jim, it would have been distasteful to sense anothexr
breachessss”

"An understatement," grimned Kizk. "You should rests I'll put a tape
of your favourite mugic on and will leave when you sleep.”

He selected the tape and added: "Your lack of comment during the
ingpection vas a good idea, whzt made you think of it?"

Tetually, Jim, T was finding it too painful to tallc."

Kidk grinned and switched the tape one. It didn't take long for sleep
to overcome ithe Vulcan and he left silently.

Once in his quarters, he was puzmzled anew. Why on Barth should Spock
refuse to talk about the attempt on his life? Refuse to name his murderer
if he knew? it didn't make sensed Thelin must have asked that same question,
did he get the same answelraes?

There was a buzz at his door and MeCoy came in, YHow is the Captain?®
he asked anxiously. Kirk reported the coughing and the doctor swore,.

"Give me anyone bulb a Vulcan as a patientd You'me bad enough, Jim,
but the Captaing.. 5%ill T can understand how anxious he was aboutl his
ships The tensicn has eased a little already, now that Thelin has been
stopped and Gav has fo watch his step,"

"Good, ieb's hope it gels belter, not worsel"

Kirlkk was pleased Lo observe the improvement for himself the next day,
pernaps the next inspection in % days' time was enough ito get woxk done
guicker, or maybe a few lHumans had retumed to saniby and it was their way
of thanking the Caplain for sitopping the endless questioning and harossment,
To see pratitude so early was perhaps optimistic, he would wait and see,.

When he went to have his lunch, he knew he wouldn't be able to sit
at Spock's table, the Caplain was on dulye. Usually, he sat either with
MceCoy or Scotty, or with Vulecan senior officers, As luck would have it
that day, the only seat svailable was ot a small table already occupied
by Thelin, Kirk nearly took the tray to his quarters,then resolved to
brave ‘the enemy!
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"May I sit ab your table, Mre. Thelin?" he asked very politely. "I'm
afraid it's the only place left."

Mhich ig the only reason why you came here," replied the Andorian,

"Woulre right," admiitted Kirk with a sile, "owever, T never noticed
any desire on your part to sit at my table.”

"I find Humen company boring and depregsing," said the Andorian rudely.

HMany are the times vwhen It'd agree with you," remarked Kirk in a bland
voice, "Have you ever heard a Parbty speech? It's enough to make you wish you
were deaf, or to see the oxrator struck dumb,"

"ou'lre not a typical Human, are you, Mre Kirk3"

"I wouldn't know," grimed Kirk, "Who says I'm not?"

"The Capitain.”

"Oh! I guess he should know, and he's guite a gpecial Vulecan himgelf,"

"{'ve to agree," sald Thelin, "and the thought of a loose assassin aboutb
is not something I melish,"

"I can understand thats, Did the Capiain have any idea who tried to mirder
him?" he asked casually.

Thelin was visibly surprised.

"You mean he didn't tell you?"

"o, why? Do you know?"

The Andorian's features shut like a masgk, becoming as cold as & Vulcan's.

"T only discuss security affairs with the Captain," he said with his usual
rudenesdsy

"Wery wise," said Kirk, refusing to be baited, but with the uneasy feeling
that Thelin did know more than he did., It was only an impression however, and
he had no knowledge of Andorians, so he could be wrong.

During his next off duty time, he considered the question, admitting with
his usuval honesty that he was a little hurt if Spock could talk to Thelin, but
not to himgelf., However, Spock had never said he knew his murderer, only that
he refused bto talk about it, which could mean anything. Whatever it was, Spock
must have a very logical reason for not telling me, he reflected, he could have
lied, but he didn't. I'11l respect his honesty and his silence, which won't stop
me from keeping an eye on my Caplaind

He wasn't the only one. Kirk noticed wnobtrusive security patrols on the
officers' deck. Wherever the Capiain went for any length of time, & security
guard or Thelin himself soon appeared, as though casuwally. It was Sulu who
noticed something elge and asked Kiwks

“ihy is Security keeping a walch on you, Mr. Kirk?"

"on me?h

"Yes, didn't you notice? It's not obvicus, but it's there just the same."
i've no idea,! replied a puzzled Kirk, 'unless they think T'm the murdereri®
" shouldn't think anyone but Gav would believe thati™

"Could be becamse the Party condemmed me lo death, I supposea"

Spock confirmed 1t was the remson, and Kirzk had to admit it made sense. The
Party might want to show that they executed traitors to their race., This meant
they were back to sguare one, with Spock keeping an eye on Kirk and Kizk keeping
an eye on Spock,

The promised ingpection duly took place on schedule and Spoclk was able to
talk properly by then, but again wade no commeni. Ingtead he had the crew
agsembled and addressed them.
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"I'm not at all satisfied with the erew of the Enterprise. T
remember a time when pride in the work and in the ship was primordial
and the whole crew functioned as a well integrated and efficient unit,
What was achieved once can be achieved again, or I'1l have to come to
the logical conclusion that Muwnans are as irrvesponsible and wntrustworthy
ag many Aliens say they ares The answer Lo the challenge lies with all of
yous Finally, let me assure you that suspicion, questions and harassment
are things of the past, I do know there's an assassin among you, but to
hunt one man down isg secondary to the well being of the crew and the
running of the ship, therefore the past is best forgotten, That is all,
dismisged."

Kirk gave Spock a small nod of approval and watched the crew troop
ont in a thoughtful silence, Any Pariy member would try to minimise the
gpeech somehow, but it was obvious meny Humans had been impressed, Hope-
fully, enough would respond and the field would narrow dowm until Party
members could be pinned downa On the other hand, they could play act at
being pro-Alien, anything was possible where the Party was concerned}

He Jjoined Spock when only senior officers were left,.
"A good speech, Captain, I couldn't have said it better myself,"
HPhank yow, Mre, Kirc,"

"re Thelin and T think it's crazy to stop the hunt for the killer,"
gaid Gav gtiffly. "e'll strike again.!

"Which may give us the chance to cateh him," said Spock. "In the
meantime, the ship and crew require our whole attention, nothing else, Do
I make myself clear, Mr, Thelin?"

"Yeg, Sir," replied the Andorian, Yyour orxders will be obeyed,"

Mihat orders are these?" asked Gav, "As First 0fficer, shouldn't I
have been told?%

"Security is Mre. Thelin's department," said Spocke ¥You may however

see a copy of my instructions fo him, it's available to all senior officers,”

This mollified the Tellarite, but Kirk saw a strange smile on Thelin's
lips, as though he was amused by something. e wasn't very familiar with
Mndoriang though and could be imagining it, so he took no notice and followed
the officers to the bridge.

On Kirk's instructions, Sulu, Scotty and the others made the most of
the Captain's genermosity in feorgetiing hig killer for the sake of the shin
and crev, and some Humans wereé won back. Counter-rumours that all the
Gaplain wanted was a good ship to enhance his own prestige naturally
gtarted, bul on the whole the slop to Thelin's probing was so0 welcome that
the effeot wag beneficial, and the non-cooperstion vanished. It was only
a gmall victory, anti-alien feeling persisted, but had lost some of its
impetus and violence,

A few days later, the Interprise was due to establish orbit around
the mining colony to be checked, It was a digbant world and the Joumey
bad been a long ones which was intended by Starfleet. A long routine
Journey gave a new crew or ag in this case a paritly new one time to integrate,
The distress call from the Hood and subsequent journey to Starbase 0 had
delayed their arrival, it was possible the miners had given them up. Visits
from Starships were not frequent in such isolated parts, but a statutory 5
yearly check was reguired by lawe

"This may prove o pleasant stop, Jim," said Speeck that evening =g
they settled to a game of Kal-Toya they were now able to praciice
ocecag ionallye. "Accoxding to recorxds, the seitlers were pacifist groups
from farth who came oul here fo escape Human aggressiveness.!

"Like the Party,! said Kirk. "ight be a good idea to let the crew
have leave. A pacifist influence can only be beneficiale"
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e cvew does necd leave, 1T you go down, teke care, Jim,"
"And youl Come on, I've got you cornerediM
M"1logical in 3D, L can move freely."
"his game will dxive me crazy by its sheer logici®

YContrary to emotion, logic has never driven anyone crazy, to my knowledge,™
remarked Spock,

His intercom buzzed. "Captain, we'll be establishing owrbit in 5e% minutess"
reported Gave

Kirk followed the Captain out with a groan. "Told you we were cursedd Can't
even Tinish a game in one gol"

Mle might be able to if the crew goes on leave,"
"T11L look forward to thatl®

Thoy emerged from the 1ift and Spock went to the command chair vacated by
Gav while Kirk went to the mavigation console, cursing inwardly at the hurt
he felt atlt seeing Gav in his place, Tal got up to let him sit by Siralls

Orbit was tricky to establish but Kirk and Sirak worked well together and
managed it smoothly. Tal was clearly impressed and his attitude since Kidk's
telling of £ much improved, which didn't mean he liked Humans any betterd

"Preliminary readings, Mr. Salyk," requested Spocke

The Science Officer read out the usual characteristics of an FTaxrth type
world and suddenly stopped for a second, then continued with typical Vulcan calm:

"Captain, this world is inhabited by Humens and Tellarites,
Wixpiain, "
"I canmot, Sir. Records definitely state that this colony is Human."

"Mr. Somek, send a message to Starfleet reporting this new situations We'll
investigate and I would say that care is indicated."

"Indeed, Captain," agreed Salyk. "The latest news indicated thal Barth and
Tellar could declare war al sny moment,"

Message gent, Captain," said Somek. "Ho answer can be expected within two
weeks, welre on our owne

"Please send another mess&ge, in code this time, suggesting that it may be
indicated to check Iarth or Tellarite colonies if possible Lo discover if similaw
aituations exigt. Mre Salyk, any sign of conflict down theret!

"No, Captaine. There's no vessel in orxbil, wnless it's hiding behind the
planet,

"ifr, Somelt, contact the colenists. It will be interesting to see who answers.*
HContact established, Captaine"

"On auvdio~vigual, plcase.?

The screen showed an elderly Human alone in a nommal looking room.

Mhis is Captain Spock of the utarship Enterprise. Who have I the honour of
addresging?"

"My name is I'rederic Vander, elected head of our colony. I assume you've
come for the [ive-year check, you're lates"

"I apologise for the delay, it was unavoidable. Please explain the
Tellarites presomce.”

"his world iz large, we're only a small group of peaceful peTople, bthere's
room for othars,”

"A mogt commendable allitude," said Spock, "This new situation will require
meeting the Tellarites aluol'

K
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"Yes, of course, Captain, Am I right in thinking you're a Vulcan?"
"Correct."

"Ttye heard many things about your people, Captain, and will ignore
the unpleasant ones. Is it true your race is honest and trustworthy3"

"We try to be, Siw,"

"You're most welcome, Captain. Peace, honesty and truth are reeded
everywhere, Beam down whenever you wish, and teke care, cur atmosphere
can be tricky.Y

Me'1ll beam down in approximately 15 minutes, Sir."

Contact was broken and Spock remained silent for a few seconds,
ataring absently at the screen,

Wr, Kirk, your opinion,' he said at last.

"Same as yours I guess, Captain," replied Kirk. "Something is
wrong, Vander's calm was forced and he asked for the help of peace, ftruth
and honesty. He also said take cares"

Mia 1l take care. This world isg isolated and wich in ores which
would be most useful in a wars Mre. Vander poinbed out that we were late,
itts posdible the Tellarites assumed the check had been made, which would
mean the unlikelihood of any interference in whatever plan they had.

"Coptain,™ protested Gav, "are you implying that my people came
here as invaders?"

"Itm implying nothing, Mre Gov, many other pessibilities exist, I
was merely expressing one. We'll see for ourselves. Mr. Gav, you've the
Conaosa

"L protest, Captain. If my people are involved, wouldn't I be the
mest qualified to judge them? You'll take Mr, Kirk for the Humans 1
expect,”

"Therels truth in what you say," agreed Spock, "Very well, Mr. Sirak,
yvou've the Con, Mr. Gav, Mre Kirk, Mr. Salyk end ifr. Senak, you come with
me, Doctor Syvik and Dr. MeCoy will also accompany us for the medical
checke Mre Thelin, come with 4 security guards, but keep in the background.
0fficially, you'll be assistants to Mrs Salyk and Mr. Sensk for any check
on eqguipment, Fhasers will be issued all around."

"iven o Mre. Wirk?" gqueried the Andorian.

"Yes," saild Spock coldly. "As I told you befome, your lack of trust
in Commander Kirk is totally illogical,."

The selected officers followed the Capiain out and Kirk caught a look
of what he read ag hate in Thelin's eyes fixed on him, The Andorian lturned
away quickly, and Kirk wondered if he had seen right. It had only lasted a
few gecondg, he could be misbakena. Vhy should Thelin hate him? Jealousy?
It seemed odd if Spock hed talked to the Security Chief about his murderex
and not to Kirke. Impatiently he refused to dwell on the mystery any longer,
perhaps 1t'd solve itself one day,

The landing party beamed down to the centre of the Ihman setllement
ag instructed. Vander was therve with sgeveral lumans and a group of
Tellarites.

e vigitors were welcomed by both Mumans and Tellarites and taken
ont a bour of the lman settlement first, then the Tellarile one, Dverything
seened mormal, no-one wore any wespon and lhe mining was done by hoth
racegs To Spock's questions, the Tellarites answered that they bad come
go far to aveid becoming involved in any wars
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The Captadin seemed to acesept it all and signalled to Kidk to say nothing
as they shored a meal with thoir hosts, then were given a dwelling for the
nighte As soon as they were alone, Salyk checked for ligtening devices. There
were none, and Spock sent the guards outside to keep watch while they discuszed
the situation.

"Things are nol what they seem," said Kirk,

"If my people were invaders, they'd have weapons to keep Humens under
control,!" protested Gav,

" omugt edmit to your argument being loglcal,® said Spock, "and T don't
know the smswer yet, butbt there's fesr here."

HGreat fear," agreed Dr, Syvik., "I did what you asked, Coptain, and a
mild probing was enough to detect great anxiety among the Humens, but anxiety
was also present among the Tellariies.”

"o.morrow we do the checking we've come to do, and we watch and listen
with the uimost cares If any of you discover an odd fact, no matiter how trivial,
report to me as soon as convenient.

By lumch time the next day, an odd fact had already emerged: the relatively
small mumber of Humans. Spoclk sent Salyk bacikk to the ship to c¢heck records,
mder the pretext of getting spares for the miners' equipment. The Science
officer beamed down again in the early evening and reported thal the Human
colony had been much | larger at lthe time of the lagt check five years earlier,

" followed your instructions and sengors probed in depth into this planet,
Captain, " added Salyk. "ihey vevealed the presence of a number of HNuuans under
the largest mine, with a few Tellarites, but I was unable to got exact co-
ordinates due to the peculiar atmosvhere of this planet.”

Miostageud" exclained Kizk.
"The idea had crossed my mind," sald Spock,

1-’I'I: explaing the terror of the MHumans," agreed McCoy., "Their families are
threatened if they let us sugpect anyithing.!

"ind it explaineg fthe fear of the Tellarites, fear of being found out,"
finiaghed Kiric,

"Exactly, " approved Spock. “"Now we can take action to remedy this situation.'

“Captain," said a worried First O0fficer, "in spite of appearsnces, my people
may be blamelessa"

"T doubt it, but they will get the chance to explain., I trust that you
will remember your rark of Tirst Officer of the Enterprise, Mr. Gav, and your
allegiance to me,"

"eg, Captain, if my people are guilby, I will not interfere."

"Phank you, We'll act as scon asg might falls and find the hostasmes in
order to free them.!

"Captain, may T try something first?" asked Wirk,
"Specify.t

"L could go to Vender and invite him to come for a walk so that we wouldm't
be overheard, then ask him the best voute to where the hostages are, it would
save us bimes"

"agreed, Take care, make sure he wnderstands that lives are at stake if he
doesn't act natursily."

"ay I have a word in privete, Captain?®

He drew 3Jpocik aside and murmured ; "Keep an eye on Gav, he could warn his
ey 1
people,

"le will stay here with us while you are out, and will not get the chance.
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I do not believe he would take it in any case,"

Hirk hurried out feeling puzzrled once againe. It had not ocourred
to him that Spock trusted Gav, yet it was nommal for a Capltain to trust
his First O0fficer and Gav might be weliable apart from his dislike of
Humans, a trait many Alieng shared}

Kirk found Vander at his home and manosuvreed him very skillfully
into the openy no~one could be suspiciocus of two Barthmen going for an
evening walk. He took great care not to startle the Human when he got
round to the question of the hostages, and managed to convinece Vandexr
that lhey coudd he freed,

"We'lve a full contingent of Vulecan security force aboard we can
call upon, no Mellarites would stand & chance against them,"

"iorce is not the way, only a surprise atback might save the
hostages," replied Vander., He went on to explain where the hostages were
kept in precise terms, and indicated the best way to get to them. Kirk
reported back Yo Spock amd found that Senak had obtained a plan of the
mine to check its equipment, =0 it was easy to pinpoint the hiding place
in a disuged area and the way there.

"Couldn'{ we Jjust beanr the hostages aboard the ship, Captaint asked
McCoy.

"Negative, doctor. The Tellarite guards would hear the transporter
beam a few gecondg before it operated and have time to kill several Humans.
Also, their number is too great to beam up at once. We cannot use
sleeping gas elther, there are no vents fo gent it into this arvea.

Mre Thelin, any siggestions? I do not want to get involved in dangerous
fighting which could provoke casualtiesg,”

"] create a diversion al one door, Captain," replied Thelin,
"pretending to be lost and scared, theNesee"

"Just a minute. Are you sure you can pretend to be scared?"

L do my best," smiled the Andoxuam@ "and why should they suspect
a lone Alien? I'1ll pretend to be hurt, umble to move so that the
Tellarite guards come oude. My men will deal with them without fuss, you
Imow how effective Vilcans are."

"A good plan,"” approved Kirk, "The door wiil remain open and when
the guards don't go back, others will come to investigate., Then we dress
ourgelves as Tellarites and go in to round up anyone left. Nowone will lnow
frowm & diglance il we keep our heads down."

"L should work," approved Spock. "WMr. Gav, I will not ask you to act
against your people, you may Join Vander until we retumm,"

"1 come with you if I may, Captain, the company of a Human ian't
degirable,"

"As you wighe Tt's dark by now, we can leavee"

The rescue expedition went without a hitche. They found +the disused
arega and disposed of a couple of oublside gentries with ease. Then Thelin
went into his act quite convinecingly and everything else went according
to plan. By early morning the hostages were safely back with their families
and lthe Humen settlement was protected by a comdon of Vulcan security guamnds,

The Captain invited the Tellarite leader to answer the charges laid
by Vander, and explain the hostages. It becsme clear that Spock's
speculation had been ripht, Agsuming the check by a starship had alresdy
been done, the Tellarites ship had cgue to steal valuable ores and made
Hmans vork for them, The arrival ofVﬁhLoxprlue had been a shock and
hostages taken to ensure Human co~operationa

"Mis may nol be any concern of yours, Gaptain,! protested the
Tellarite 1oader Mellar and Barth will be at war soon and I conguered
this planet,'
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"Conquest isn't recogrised by the Pederation Council,' replied Spock
in his best ilcy manner, "and Pellar and Earth still belong Lo the Usl'eP.
This plenet ig an Harth colony and you've no right to be here at all unless
Mre Vander invites yous!

"Over my dead body," was the Human's snswer, short and to the point.

"ou've no choice but to leave," Spock advised the Tellarites, "I presume
your ship was hiding in orbit when we arrvived. You may call her and beam up,
Needless to say, the Federation Council will be infermed of your ruthless
behaviour here which is hardly to Tellar's credit, sanctions may be applied
and compensation requested for the Bumons."

"We may he at wax before then,'" declared the Tellarite,

"o that case Tellar and Farth will be expelled from the Federation and
the affairs of both planets won't be any concern of the Federation or of
Stanfleets"

The Tellarites were duly evacuated and calm returned to the planet. The
Human settlers were peaceful people anxzious to lead a gquiet life and made no
gecret of their gratitude o Spock and his officers. Gav was more difficult
to include, but was tolerated for the Captain's sake. Spock's request to grant
leave to his crew was welcomed by Vander and his people. The Captain and his
officers were guests of honour by then, bul Gav, Kirk and Thelin beamed back
aboard to organise the xota for the crew's leave, Kirk was looking forward to
beaning down again to join Spock and MeCoy and didan't linger once his duties
vere overs e was on his way to the transporier when a scream startled hinm,
fle wag even more starbtled to lind the emergency stairs collapsed on top of
the First 0fficer. Doubbting that he could free the Tellarite from the awicward
mass of iron by himgell, he gave the alarm and knelt by the Alien telling him
heip was on the way. Gav didn't secem Lo hear, his gaze wag fixed on a bar
balancing precariously over his head. Kirk gaw this and managed to grab it
Just before it fell, jarring hig arm and sghoulder badly., Thelin was the first
on the scene,

Wery interestingl" he said ironically. "How did you manage to get him
wnder there, Mr, FKirk?" Kirxk was in no mood for sarcasm.

"Gat him oul, he doemn't look good,"

Becurity guarxds arrived with engineers and Thelin crganised the rescue
efficiently. Gav was taken to sickbay.

HThe Captain should be told," advised Kirlk,
"I will tell him," said Thelin harshly,

Kirk left him to it and had higs shoulder seen tos The Vulcan oxderly had
hardly finished when the door opened and Spock came ine, Kirk could have sworn
g, 8igh of relief escaped him.

Hire you all right, Jim?"
"Wes, a slight sprain, that's ail,'" he smiled,

"I fold you he wagn't huvt," gaid Thelin's angry voice behind the Captain.
"It's Cav who is hurt, your priority is there, Captaoin."

MT'm not a doctor,'" said Spock, helping Eirk to stand, "My presew e by
Mr, Gav's side will meither help nor hinder his recovery. Go end rest, Jim,
T')1 leook into this,"

Mg tegtimony is needed,™" snapped Thelin impatiently.
9 P T 5

Mhatts drue,” agreed Kirk, "I'm Cine, Spock, reslly, and wanl to know what
happened,!

He followed the two oflicers and they saw Dr, Syvik by Gav's side,

"Mets badly hurt, Captain, but he shouwld recover if no complications set in
within the next 12 hours."
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"Can he be interrogated?"

"Only for a few minutes, no more,"

Spock bent over the Tellarite, "Mr, Gav, do you know what happened?
Why did you use the stairas3z®

"Miftess out of order," murmured the Alien,

"1 see, Anything else you can tell me?®

o, Capbaillesss 1 58W N0-0NCess except Mr. Kirk,"

"Wes, he found you and helped you,"

"IHim? Neverde.. He's behind it, wants my plac€eess"

Gave became agitated and the dector stopped all questions, adding:

"Tf was forbunate you found him so soon, Mr. Kirk. He was lesing
blood so fast he'd have died soon.™

Spock left sickbay with [Grk and Thelin and the Andorian stated:

Whe 1ift was working, Capitain, and no foutl of order' sign was on
the door, Someone put it there and took it awayl"

it could have been anyone," said Kirk, "Cav wasn't liked by any
IIUHIBI). . 1

"Mr. Senak is looking into the possibility of an accident, which is
remote," said Spock. "I'1ll ask some questions myself, Mr. Thelin, while
you establish where everyone was when Mr, Gav was hurb, A1l senior
officers in the briefing room in three hours,"

The Captain was already there when the senior officers assembled.
Senalk confimed it had been no accident, but attempited murder against
the Firgt 0ffic eres Kirk repeated the 1little he had seen, Thelin said each
Human had been somevwhere else at the time of the incident, except Kirk,
LT they were 1o bhe believed,

"fhis confimmeg my theoxry, Captain," finished the Andorian. "It's
obvious the same assassin tried to kill you first, then Mr. Gav. Had he
succeeded, Mr, Kirk would be Captain by now,"

"low could I be Captain if I was in the brig for mrder?" Kirk
pointed oulbs "You'd put me there if you couldi"

"Because that's where you belong," said Thelin viciously, "I'm not
blindsens"

"hat will do, Mrs Thelin,” interrupted Spock, "Why should Mr. Kixk
give the alarm to save the First 0fficer if he wanted him dead?"

"Perhaps he had to appear to do it to aveid suspicions. A member of
the Party would have done the divty work for him benefit.!

"Ttlogical, when the Party condemned him to death. Whatever happened,
I trugt your inguest will be more discreet than the last time. I will not
have such disruption again, and propoge that the leave takes place as
gchedul.ed,"

"Captainih

"he crew doeg need legve and to withdraw it would punigh all for the
crime of one,"

Thelin had {o obey and Spock beamed down again with Kirk as soon as
he heaxd fthatl Gav was oul of dangers. No Humen had felt mach sympathy lox
the Tellarite, mainly asg he was still accusing Kirc,

The leave started normally and Vander was pleased to have his guests
of honour backs. Kirl sought McCoy out and reported what had bhappened,
saying as he finished: "I'm starting to wonder if Thelin is behind the
atlempt on Gav's Llife to implicote mee"
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"iar-fetched, isn't 167 Don't Aliens stick togetherp"

"Thelin hotes me, he misgsed his chance to be Spock's friend in childhood
and is mow too late because of me. He's high bom, it's his due to gelt what
he wantsa."

Mes, but how would Gav's death help? You'd be First Officer, above him,"
"If he could make Spock believe I was the culpritese”

"Don't be silly, the Captain would never believe thatd!

"I know that, and you know that, but does Thelin know iteh

"Put like that, it makes some sense,! agreed McCoy thoughtfully, "hut the
way I see it, the same asssgsin from the Party tried o kill the Captain
and Gov, the Coptain because he's condemed to death, and Gav because he's of
a race threatening war with ITarth and a pain in the necki™

"I agree it's the likely explanation and cammot see Thelin as Spodk's
assassing unless he wanted me accused of that tool.... My judgement may be
obscured by Thelin's hate. Tt makes me feel uncomfortable, alfraid even,"

"He's not a nice adversary. Tell the Captain, he'll get him off your back."
"I'm not S0 surese.a?

"What's the m thter with you, Jim? If you dowbt the Captain, you must be
AN

Kirk smileds "From you, that’s riché"
"7 oguess it dis," grinned MeCoye

As it happened, a confrontation occurred soon. Thelin beamed down to repowt
his lack of success in tracing the would-be murderer and emphasized again how
Kirk was the most likely suspect, he'd be First Officer again, Kirk saw red,
"hat about you?! he snapped.

Tﬂis clearly shooked the Andorian into silence and Kirk repeated fhe theory
he had told McCoy, bul wondered if he had done the zight thing. Thelin was
shaking with angers

"You dare accuse me?" he stammerad at lastes "And of trying to kill the
Captain too no doubt? You're vile, [ar worse than I thoughtsseee!

"o worse thon yolesse."

"Silence, ordered Spock, his voice culting through the exchange like a
knife. ¥ never thought I'd see the day when two of ny senior officers wowld
forget all dignity and behave in such a distagteful and illogical mannera"

The two culprits bhad furned towards the Captain and Kirk sow sadness in
Jpock's eyes.

"1 apologise, Caplain," said Thelin stiffly.
"I'm gorry, Captain," said Kirk, really contritea

"I trusty this is the end of the matter and that neither of you will
repeat such emotional behavicour in the fulure,"

"Captain," asked Thelin, "May I continue with the security measurves we
discusaed?!

"Yes, although they didn't prove very successful."
"I regret it. The special measures might give results one day.”

Wif they include keeping an eye on me, I wish you wouldn't, it makes me
nervous.' sald Kirk,

MMhe Captain himeelf instruected Security to keep an eye on you' said
Thelin, -

"I know, BSpock, meke it stop, please, it does make me nervous.!
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"[ regret it," said Spock formally, "but my oxdersstand .V

"And they'll be obeyed," said Thelin with a gloating smile at
Kirk, "I'11 keep you informed of any progress, Caplain,”

vitd suggest that you take some leave, Thelin. I'm aware of the
amount of work you had to do. This is a pleasant world and you deserve
to enjoy it more than most."

"hank you, Captain, I will take a few days off."

He saluted and left, clearly mollified by Spock's solicitude,
although hig last glance at Kirk wamm't friendly,

"Aliens can be difficult," said Kirk awkwardly, "and I'm including
myself as Aliens I'M S0TTYwwos!

"piease dontlt mention it again, Jim, I find the whole thing
distagteful "

"So do I, and so does Thelin I expect,"

"You shouwldn't have accused himy, I didn't expect this from you."

"Becouse he's high borm and I'm notl" The exclamation escaped Kirk
bhecause he was upset by Spock's remark, but he felt even more upset when
he sensed the hurt he had inflicted. "I'm sorry," he said dejectedly,
Ity ffuman after all, and can only behave like one,"

"Tt'g not important, Jime T'm sure many are the times when logic
ATMOYE YOule !

Kirk grinned in relief and they went back to the Kal-Toya contest,
Spock had had the gome beamed down for his benefite

The leave proceeded smoothly and Kirk was amused to see the shock of
many Fumans confronted with other Humans singing the praise oi the Vulcans
Toud and clear. Immediately, rumours started that it was a put up job
gnd the miners had been bought, but Kirk didn't think everyone would
believe that, and the fact that the Captain had taken the side of the
Humans this time should impress at least a few,

The mines were reputed to be full of beautiful ores and minerals
and inspired curiosity. When Gav recovered and beamed down to have some
leave too, Vander organised a visit of the largest mine for the visitors.
Nearly everyone went, including Spock and his officers, and many crew
members. Kirk didn't stay with the senior officers? group, but joined
McCoy and  Scotby instead.

"igd enough of Aliens?" riled McCoya

Kirk changed the subject. The woxds had been accurate enough,
becouse he didn't feel comfortable with Thelin and Gav around, so he
avoided them even if Spock was present. The tumnels seemed endless but
the sparkling ores and minerals were most attractive in the subdued light.

They arvived near the digused area and several crew members wanted
4o see the place where the hostages had been kept. Vander obliged and led
the vigitors there, waming them however, that it was best no %o gtay too
long, because thisg parlt of the mine wasn't checked regulaxrly for saletya
It was when they started to leave that a small explosion was heaxd and
the moof ghook, while rubble and bits of rock fell in placess This made
the vigitors leave in a hurry without any urging from Vender. They had
just reached the open air when the whole area cellapsed onto itzelf in a
laxge crater, quite deep in the middle., To make sure everyone had got ok
gsafely, Vander called out the names from big list of the party.

When he called out Kirk's name, there was no answer. McCoy and Scotty

looked ot each other in bewilderment and enguish, and could only say they
thought Kirk wasn't far behind them while they followed the escape routie.
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It became obvious that their friend had been trapped somewhere in the cave-in,.

"He couldn't have survived thati' murmured Vander helplesslys

MceCoy searched for Spock with his eyes and saw him standing at the edge of
the crater, his back to the group., No-one dared approach him, and a heavy
gilence fell like a cloak, After a few minutes, Dr. Syvik took a step forvard
and saids

"Captain, please cOMEesss"

"o away," was a1l the answer he received, Spock didn't even furn towards
hima

The Vulcan doctor signalled to McCoy who came nearer.
1"

"Captain, pleasSee.sss

"Go awsy." The voice nearly screamed, then added in a broken whisper:
"PleasCacaas

Dr, Syvik signalled to obey and they returned to the settlement in silence,
McCoy found himself wiping his eyes furtively and didn't reject the knowledge
that hig sorrow was not only for Kirdc, but also for the proud and lonely Vulcan
refusing all help and going through his own private hell a2loneasess

"Ten't there any chance that Commander ¥irk isg alive?" he asked Vander.

"I afraid not, Doctory or don't you think I'd have organised regoue atl
once? The area wasn't reinforced, each tunnel would have coliapsed, the whoie
crater is nothing but a mass of wvocks and earth. The few beams would have not
been strong enough to support anything. Besides, it would {ake ages to get to
any depthese.™

Vander didn't finish and MeCoy uvnderstood that even if Kirk wamsn't desd
vel by a miracle, he would be by the time they reached him,

When night came, McCoy sought Dre Syvik and asked if the Captain was back.

"Leave him be, Dre. McCoy," said the Vulcan,

"o can't leave him there all night}" insisted MeCoy.

"Surely you cannot begrudge him these few hours alone with +his grief," caid
Irs Byvik with a hint of sazdnessa

"o, but what about the cold? It getes pretly chilly later on,?

"He won't be conscious of it. If he's not back by moming, we'll go and get
hima"

"Spock will be all right," sald Thelin in a haughty voice, "he's a Vulcan."

The arrogent Andoxrizn upsel McoCoy as he remembered Kirk's accusations and
the hale he had sensed, fHad Thelin killed Kirk? The thought came wnbidden o
the doctor and he remembered that the Seeurity Chief had been somewvhere behind
to make sure everyone left quickly. Ile felt sure Thelin could indeed murdex
someone he hated, aad a mere iuman on top of thatl Spock would have no friend
now, Tthe Andorian could step in.

"So you're rid of the hated MHuman, Mr. Thelin?" he smapped. "Did you by
any chance arrange this accident?!

To his surprise, Thelin merely shrugged,
"Spock is right, Iumons are illogicals®
Tllogical yourselfesse!

"That will do, Dre McCoy, there're limits to the allowsnces we can make
for Human emotions. Pleagse leave,'" ordered Dr. Syvik,

MeCoy obeyed in a dismal frame of mind, cursing Aliens heartily. fe sought
Vander out to ask if the sccident could have been caused, Vander asreed it was
a possibility but it was far more likely due Lo the number of visitors in an
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vnsafe area, and be biamed himself bitterly for having allowed it,

McCoy jJoined Scotty and they shered their sorrow in a night of reminiscences
of Kirks By momrning, the Captain suddenly appeared, his features a frozen mask
in which only the eyes lived, 1it by a feverish glow. He sought Vander out and
stated in a voice as dead as hiz features: "I want the cave-in cleared, how
long will it talke?®

"Captain, why? Now-olessss

"Answer the guestion, please."

"A% least 2 weeks constant work, perhaps more."

"if my crew contributes men power, how long?"

"Perhaps one week then, certainly not less."

"Start the work at onces

Vander appealed to Dre Syvik and the officews nearby.

"hat is the point? Tt'11l be work for nothing."

By, Syvik bad run his scanner over Spock unobbtrusively.
"Captain, is this logical? Perhaps if you could %ell w8 WhVueos
"I want the woirk donee If no~one wishes to help, I711 do it myself."

He tumned away snd walked back towards the mine. e would too, thought
MeCoy, shaken by the deadly resolution in the Vilcane Thelin was the first to
speslt,

"I'm going to help him, you people can come or not as you please,"
"Just a minutee I'm coming too," said ¥cCoye

We'll join you shortly. 1'11 call the bridge and have assis tance beamed
dowr!! gald Salyk,

Vander no longer protested and he and his people went o work by the side
of the others. MeCoy reflected that it smaid a lot for Spock's personality to
have made Vulcans Jjoin him in an illogical task! He was worried though, and he
gaw that Dr, Syvik was too. If the search failed, what would it do o Spock?ems
Scotty worked by his side and gaid thoughtfully :

"Do you know, doctor, perheps IDIC works alter alle. Have you ever seen
such a mottled crew collaboraling to search for o mere Human?”

"I see what you mean," said McCoy, "Vulecan, Aundomian, Tellarite, Human
pacifists, [uvan Party members probably, Human pro-Aliens, a mixed lot indeedi®

"T hope we find him alive," said Sulu, "The Captain never deserved %o be
hurt, it's wnfair.”

The work proceeded guite fast thanks to the helpers, who were numerous
enough to take it in tums so thalt no stoppage was needed, Theeguipment wasg
good,. Some workers used an excavator which would auvtomatically stop if life
wvas detected, while others scecoped out the excavated material with fast cranes.
fach worker had a gpecific area and kept to it as they dug deeper and deeper,
Salyk had iried to use his tricorder, but the peculiar atmosphere of the planet
interfered with his wveadings, and made Tthem unrelisble.

It was on the fifth day, when no-one hoped any more, thalt Scotty's
excavator stopped suddenly and emitted a high pitch buzz. He was so surprised
he neaxly let it m. Spock was there before the buzz stopped and started digging
carefully by hand. Ho-one would have recognised the dignified and clegant
Captain of the Interprise in the dusly and tattered figure whose energy secmed
undiminished after all the continuous bard work. & few heavy slabs of rock
appeared and several Vulcans helped to move them slewly. A dirdy and bloodstained
figure was Llying uoderneath. iveryone watched with baited breath as Spock
carefully lifted the inert body into his amms and brought him oul into the open.
MeCoy never felt how painfully he was biting his lips in nis anguish, Kizk
looked dead. It was while the Captein was starting fo deposit his burden on &

H
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Csmall stretcher that Kirxk's eyes flicked opene
A radiant smile 1it up Spock's features. "Jim, vou're alivel!

Kirlc's eyes were fascinated by the smile, a smile he had never seen
before, "0 course I am," he murmured da”zedly. "You stubborn Vulcan, T
kmew you'd find mei" -

A dark head hid on his shoulder for a second and Kirk's hand stroked
the black hair once while his other hand txied to wipe his own eyes. Spock
was soon himself agein though as -he laid Rirk down gently and let the
doctors take over. McCoy saw how the patient who had skt his eyes opened
them fast when Spock let go and searched for the Vulcan, fthen smiled in
reliel, '

Wlondered if it was o dream," he murmured, "I kept seeing Spock in
that dark hole," -
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Uiow dreadful for you," said ¥cCoy, "I should have thought you had
enough to put up with, nighinares were too muchl"

Kirk grinned at him and after a last look at Spock, shut his eyes agsaine
He was taken to the colowy's hospital first and the doclors were relieved to
find that although his body had taken the equivslent of a severe beating snd
he had slight concussion, he was all right otherwise apart from a broken arm
and a badly sprained knce, They kept him under obsgervaiion for one night as
he slept wnder gedation. Vhen he woke the next day, MeCoy saw his eyes
searching the room.

"The Captain isn't far," he smiled. "You'me inviied to stay at his posh
houge while you recover, if you want to, that is. You might find so much
Vulean company bhard to beari?

"Shut upi® said Kide with a grin, "and tseke me there."

Sheer ingratituded Can't wait to get away from his devoted doctor, and
who for? A cold VWlcanes.. vwho can't half smile when he puts his mind to iti"
finished the doctor with a wide grin himselfl.

"It was nearly worth getting lawocked out just to see that smile," said
Kirky, "I'11 never forget it."

"Just as well, you're not likely to see it oftend Here's doctor Syvik, keep
quiet while we do our checking, then you can go."

A short vhile later, Kizk was installed in Vander's guest house Spock wag
sbaying at. Vander called to express his Joy at hig escape from death and his
people’s good wishes, Then Scotty and Sulu called to make sure he was all right,
after which Salyk brought ihe geod wishes of the Vulcan officers.

"ock the door, please, Spock, that's enough visitors," said Kirk after he
had left.

"Are you tired, do you wigh to sleep?"

"No, not particularly. All [ want to do is relax and kmow you're here for
real, not as a dream in a dari holel" '

"hat was ny fault, Jim, T kept twying to condact your mind in case wyou
were alive, although I didn't have much hope. I failed completely at first, you
were unconscious I expects Then I thought I could sense something, but it was
very vague and uncerbain. T wasn't surve 1t wasn't mere fantasyl"

"ihich didn't stop you from digging me outd How did you get so many helpexs?!

T don't know, I started digging and people arrived Lo help. How did you
get so far behind that you were cavght in the cave in?"

Kizk's face suddenly derkened, "I'm afraid I was attacked, a sharp blow on
the head which knocked me out., ALl T had done was copen the deoor of o small store
room, being curious. I've no idea who did 1%, I was taken completely by surprise
aad I was pusghed and locked into that small rocom or rather small cave in seconds.
By the time I regained consciousness, the ground sheol and the roof collapsed,
all T could do wag huddle against the walls, I realise that what saved me wag
thoge slabs of rock balancing on a boulder, they made a sort of mof over me,
although a sltone knocked me out againi®

For a second, violent cngern appeared in the Vulcan's eyes and he looked
avay quickly, not fooling Kirk for one second.

"It could have been anyone," said Spock atl last. "Hobody took much notice
of their companions ag they fled for safety. I had szeen you join MceCoy and
Mry Scott, and didn't worry about you until you were missing."

"The cave in wag a good cover for a muwder, ideal in fact."
"Agreed, but how did anyone know it would happen?"

The same thought occurred o both, bul Spock added : "Wonder didn't think
the cave in was sabotage, he's looking into 1t and may gel some answers. Have
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you any idea at all who could have attacked you?"

Thelin's name came to Kirk's lips, all that hatle he had seen... He
hesitated, and remained silent.

"ho were you going to name?! agked Spock.

"You'd not believe me if I told you, so forget it,"

"Wou can't mean Thelind"

"See, you're upset, Forget it I say, I've no idea who it wasl.!

"I'm not upset," corrected Spock, "only puzzled because it's all so
illogical, if you could both see it.... However, some of the fault is
mine, so we'll say no more,"

"o more after such a cryptic rem rk? Spock, you're infuriatingl®
"In that case I must leave, you're not well and I'm disturbing you."
"Come back, yousees Vulcan) I must bave dreamed that smile of yoursi®

"What smile?" asked Spock, looking uncomfortable, "My memory is
rather vague, did I really smile?"

"And howle.... Look, don't worry, no-one can think you're not a
Vulcan because of one smile,!

"I'm not worried," said Spock thoughtfully, "in fact T always wanted
to know if T could smile as a Muman would "

There was a knock on the door and two trays were brought to them by
Vander's wife and daughter who smiled at them and reltired without speaking.
Quite naturally, Spock started to cut Kirk's food so that he could cat
with one hand, He was still occupicd in this wanner when another kmock
sounded.,

"Who is 1t7?" he asiked,

"Thelin,"

"Pell him to go away," said Kirk in a low voice.
" asked him to report to me."

"Soxry, it's your housel!

The Andorian was invited to enter, and stared at Spock settling
Xirk to eat, but made no comment.

"Captain, I'm glad you've been spared the logs of Commander Kirk,"

"hank you, Mr. Kirk wvas altacked and left behind. Did you discover
anything suspicioug?"

"Yes, Captain, The cave in wag caused by a small explosive device
taken from the miner's stores. I doubt that a iuman from this planet was
regponsible, it's more likely to be one from the crew on leave,"

"I agree. However, the cave in could have made more viectims than
Mre Kirk, including the assassin.”

"Which bears the earmaxk of the Party," said Kirk. "Their assassing
don't care how many innocent are killed and an assassin's life has no
value, he will sacrifice it gladly for the success of his mission.!

"ile might have hoped to kill the Captain {oo," said Thelin, "and
Mre. Gav, "

"Does that mean you don't suspect me any longer?! asked Kirk,

"You could have placed the explosive yourself and miscalculated, but
I've to admit you'd have been very clumsy to get caught in those
circumstances, "

"ihelin, do not pursue this," ordered Spock.
’ P ’
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"o, Captain. Let's look at this assassin's aim logically. You, Captain,
Mr., Gav and ¥Mr. Kirk bave all been victims of attempise If all three were
killed, who would profit from it?"

"r. Salyk would be Captain," replied Spock, "and I'11l never believe he's
an assassing

T ggree with you, Captain, and never suspected him. This means the
attempted murders seem rather pointlesss"

"o you perhaps," said Kirk, "but not to the Party whe is simply carrying
out condemmations to death, the Captain's and mine. As for Gav, he's so un-
popular that practically any IHuman could have done it."

"It fits," agreed Spock, Mand disruption of my ship would be another added
benefit, from the Party's point of view."

"Could the Party know of the experiment and try to ruin it?" asked Thelin.

"[t's possible, although according to military intelligence the secret is
well kept and the Party still in ignorence."

The Captain saw Kirk's surprise at Thelin's mention of the experiment and
addeds

"helin's family is aware of the experiments, therefore he knows Hoo."
"Hle could be trying to ruin it," said Kirk thinking aloud.

"Jim, you will stop making such unfounded accusations," said Spock
severely, "they're 1llogicalesse"

"As all Humans are," interrupted Thelin, '"Maybe I asked for it, I suspected
him toe and didn't uvnderstand.®

"Understand whai?" queried Spock,

"That's he's the brother you always wanied, Your grief ghowed me clearly
what he meant, and I respecl you for it, Captain, Family ties, may they occur
by birth or by choice,are egually valid."

"If that means you no longer suspect me," said Kirk, "then I won't suspect
you either, Mr. Thelin. We'll keep our suspicions for the assassine"

"Tim relieved to see that you seem to have come to your senses, both of
you," said Spock with a hint of a smile, "to see two people I trust suspect
each other was illogical to say the least.!

"T gtill wonder what you see in 2 mere fuman.... 411 right, Captain, I'm
gt)ing. 1"

The Andorian left hurridly although he smiled at Spock, and his smile
could be pleasant, noted Kirk,

"He's not so bad, even if he doesn't like Humansl" he remarked with a grin
as Spock cleared the tray.

"{ig dislike of you was caused by his fear for my safety. lle thought I
wags wrong to trust you and you would take advantage of it to kill me, His
jealousy didn't help, you were right in that respect, Jim. e came zboard to
bury the past and be friendly towards mes I didn't trust him myselfl at first om
a personal level. I did trust him as an officer, he does have a sense of honouxs’

"You knew him before and I didn'te I bet he was dreadful to you when you
were children?"

"T've no interest in the past,” replied Spock gently, indicating he wouldn't
say anylbhing against Thelin, Kirk didn't pursue the subject, moved by Spock's
usual gentleness and generositly even when il came to somecne like the Security
Chief,

Kirk admitted to himself that he would no longer diglike the Andoxian to
such an extent, although his dislike of Humans could be difficult to put up with
at times. The Security Chief was clearly loyal to Snock, so he had some meritl
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They had finished eating when McCoy came in o check his patient,
and agked 2 little awkwardly if he could speak to Xirk alone. Spock
imnediately left, saying he had {o reassure Vander that he vwasn't
responsible for the near tragedy of the cave in.

My on Eaxﬁh did you asgk him to leave?" asked Kirk, suprised.

"PBecause wvhat I discovered I prefer to tcll you first. It's about
your accident. Several people remember seeing Thelin near youw during
the vigit of the mine, so maybe you were right in suspecting him,"

and maybe he was keeping an eye on me, although not very
successfuliyd I'm fed up with all the suspicion, Bones, the Party could
be trying to get Thelin and I at each other's throalts., I don't remember
seeing him at all anyway."

"ou must take care and suspect everyone, The assassin has tried
three murders, no reason why he should stopl®

"T know, I know, but we're on leave and I intend to enjoy it if
possible. Time teo worry back aboard."

When all the crew had beamed down in rotation, it was time tfo
leave the hospitable planet and Vander and his people were sad to sgee
them go. Kirk was sad to leave, it had been such a nice change to meet
peaceful Humans, free of prejudiced

Orders had arrvived from Starfleet to proceed to Quadrant 7 and patrol
it to check the veracity of reports about an unknown vessel in the area.
Starfleet had alsc informed Spock that the miners' affair was being
helpful. Tellar and Earth were busy over a court case about the compen-—
sation from Tellar and it meant that war was forgotten for the time being.
The Federation would probhably try to make the case drag to give time for
tempers to cool as much as possible.

Life aboard the Intexprise selbtled back Lo routine, a routine gtill
shadowed by the attempted murders. Thelin and his guards were ever
vigilant, in the hope of discovering the assassin or catching him in the
acts Kirk couldn't help feeling uncomfortably nervous when he knew death
could be just around the corner for eilther Spock or himself, Perhaps for
Gav too, Tul he couldn't care as much about the Tellarite who had accused
him of the atbempt on his life because he wanted to be First Officer again.

The crew had getltled down to an uneasy truce. The non-cooperation
had vanished, but anti~-Alilen feelings persisted and at least half the
crew wasn'!t reliable, although Spock's help to the Muman miners had made
the defectors from the old contingent come back to the Captain's side
again, Kirk started to wonder if there weren't at least two assassing, one
for Spock and one for himself, not a very comfortable thoughtl The threat
of the assassins was like a weight over the ship, and didn't help reduce
the tension hetween the two Human groups, on the contrary. Both tension
and arguaments increased again, Only the strict discipiine imposed by
Spock and the Captain's reputation for seeing everthing and being every-
where maintained order,

The Enterprise was on her way fto Quadrant 7 vhen Mre. Salyk reported
the presence of two Klingon vesselse. They were in Federation space,

UPhey will detect us soon, Captain, their sensor range has improved,

"aintain the ship well beyond their sensors, Fr. Kirk, Pr. Somek,
send an urgent message to Starfleet reporting their presence. ¥Mr. Salyl,
can you ascertain the Klingons! purposet"

"It working on it, Captain."

Alter a few minutes, the Science Oflicer reported:
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"One odd factor is their slow speed, one ox hoth ships could be disabled,
unless this is 2 cover. They might be on a2 routine spying migsion, or they
might be attempting a° raid on the Vander coleny. Mo other inhabited world
would meet their present course.”

"Such a raid would congtitute an act of war," Kirk peinted out,

"Definitely," Spock agreed. "It's poszible that the attempt is being made
to provoke a waxr,"

"And if it fails, the Klingon Government will deny any knowledge of the
affair™ added Kixk,

"Aren't we travelling at present within easy reach of the Romlan Impire?"
asked the Captain.

Yes, Sir," agreed Salyk, "which indicated another possibility. Do you
believe the XKlingons are aiming at raids on their outposts?!

"If so, it would algc be an act of ware. They might wish to contacl the
Romulans for a purpose. Speculations are useless at this stage,"

"Captain,'" called Mre. Somek, "I've a coded message coming in from Sitarfleet.!

Spock tock the tape and settled at Salyk's station to listen with an ear
plugl

Wile're to rendez-vous with Commander Tal ond his ship," he amounced,
"after which we'll challenge the Klingons, Starfleet is concerned about the
increased spying and the Romulans have offered azssistanced”

He gave the cowoxlinates for the rendez~vouz.

"Are we to fight or frighten them off?" asked Gav,

MWe'll avoid a fight if possible, Mr. Gav,"

"y father will loock forward to meeting Klingons,® said Tal who was on duty
with Kick,

e must be the only onel' exclaimed Kirk. "Klingons are vicious, it's best
to avoid them if possible."

"I don't see why, they sound like Humans.!

Kixk had no time to rebori, Spock's severe gaze and his stern voice made
Tal aware he had made a migtoke.

"You will confine such opinions %o the privacy of your thoughts, Mr. Tal,
and apologise at once for your ruwdeness to a superior officer. A recurrence will
bring sanctiong."

Tal apologised in haste, while Spock and Kirk exchsnged a glance expressing
their concern. A combination of Klingen, Romulan and unreliable Humans aboard
wasn't a situation any Captain would lock forward 1o

The rendez~vous with Commander Tal's ship went without a hitche The Romulan
expressed hiag pleasure at collaboreting with Spock and told him he was in charge
because he had met Klingons before, Spock thanked him, but stated that he was
an ally, not a subordinate.

The two vessels hastened to intexcept the Klingonse. When challenged, the
enemy didn't atfempt to escape and didn't atitack. One of the Klingon Captains
called the Enterprise. Ie was Commander Korth, who stared at Spock, then at
Kirk wnbelievingly.

"I was sure I had killed you, Captain Spockl! And Commander Kirk couldn't
have escaped from the disused minel"

"How ox why we survived is irrelevant, Commander. You're in Federation
territory, please explain your presence."

"T came to the rescue of my fellow Captain whoge ship was accidentally
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digabled, This causes her to drift inte yowr space, so I had no choice
but to follow."

"Are you able to substantiate your stoxry?"

"0f course, Captain Spock, I'm sure your sensgors can detect the
truth, repairs are nol guite completed yet, but you're welcome to see
for yourself, I'm curious aboubt the othex ship, a strange design."

J T

"Her Captain is Commandexr Tal of the Romuian Space Ileet,"

"& Romulan? Good, I'm curious to meet one. I heard of the Federation/
Romulan alliance and find it very odd. Conmander Tal is most welcome to
see the damage too."

"ind you'd have two valuable hostages," replied Spock, "I'll congider
it on the condition that several senior Klingon officers beam aboard
the Fnterprise at the same time,"

" agree, Captaine"
"Wery well, I'11l consult Commandex Tal and will let you kmow."

Aware that the Romilan had heard the exchange from his ship, Spock
invifed him aboard to discuss their next move. Commander Tal confessed fo
being curlous of meeting the Klingons.

he curiosity is mutual, it's now my belief that the Klingons were
aiming at your space in order to contact you." sald Spock.

"Tf so, for what purpose?!

"A possibility is that they merely vented to meet the Federation's
new allieg,"

If that's the case," said Kirk, "their aim iz to cause trouble,
perhaps to ruin the Federation/Romulan allisnce."

. "My collaboration is assured, Captain Spock," stated the Romulan.
"Do you believe their stoxy of accidental damage?!

"o might be able 1o check if damage was self-inflicted by going
aba rd to see for ourselves. Further speculsations are of no value at this
stage."

Commander Tal agreed and the two Captains selected the officers to
&0 aboard the Klingen vessel, Spock chose Kirk, Balyk and Senak; between
them they would see if any malfunction was genuine, He also asked Lt. Tal
to accompary them in deference to his father. Gav was left in drarge, Thelin
showed concern for Spock's safety, but the Romulan Commander was taking
his owvn Security Chief and the Andovian didn't insist on going; he would
be kept busy looking after the Klingon officers,

The exchange of beaming parties took place without incident and
Captain Korth received the Enterprise party and the Romulans with as much
civility as he could muster, which reinforced the belief that he had wented
to contact the Romulans. He was surprised by their appearance, he had nct
expected them to look like Vulcans physically, but made no comment at once.
The ship's malfunction was explained and the repairs shown to be in progress,
after which he invited the visitors tc the bridge lor discussions.

"You saw that our presence in Federation Territory wasn't intentional,
Captain Spock, and that no harm was meant,"

Spock, who had had a short deliberation with hig senior officers and
with Tal, wasn't so surc.

Uity pogsible that your story is genuine, Commander Korth, but it's
also possible that it's a fabricated covers. T'm afrsid Klingons aren't
known for truthful ness.”

"oes that mean you won't acceopt that ocur presence is accidenbtal?!

Mhether it is or not ig drvelevant. Iy orders are Lo escort you o
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the edge of Pedergtion space. Any retumm will be dealt with as an act of war."
"Is it your alliance with the Romulans which makes war degirable now?"
"o, Sire The Federation doesn't want war, as you know from the past."

Yhatts why the Federation is soff," gald Korth digdainfully. "dar makes a
race strong, don't you agree, Commander Tal?!

"T misht have agreed before meeting Captain Spocke. The Romulans aren't a
soft race, Commander Korth, you'd find us deadly enemies,."

Myhich is why I don't understand your reasons for Joining the Federation,
or is it becausc you're similar to the Vulcans3™

"We're not similar Lo the Vulcans except in appearance, 5ir, and we joined
the Federation because we wented to," replied Tal stiffly.

"Yet you're similar to us, strong and not afraid of war, You made & mistake,
Commander, the Federation is weak. It tolerates races like Harth and Tellar,
nearly at war with each other, and a race like the Vulcans will do anything
to avoid conflict. When we decide 4o go to war, you'll find yourself on the
losing side,!

"T do not think so," replied Ial, "You've making a grave nigtake."
"What mimtake?"

"Wou underestimate your enemies. I agree that races iike Harth are super-
fluous, bul it gshanges nothing to the merit of lthe Ilederation.”

"Do not forgelt that a common enemy like yourself will meke the Fedexation
alliances stronger,! added Snocl.

"I you want war, you can have it,'" said Tal defiantly, "You'll be sorry,."

"rine words, Commznder. You like war, yel you associate with peace loving
people like the Vulcansg, It doesn't make sensel

"7 does to me," said Tal drily. "Didn't Captain Spock defeat you when you
met in the past?"

Y3 you know about thatl!

Mind more, fs I gaid before, yvou're making a grave mightalke. To worship
peace doesn't mean lack of courage or honour."

The Klingon shrugged impatiently.

"T don't kunow what the PFederation gave you, but if you had asked us also,
we might B ve given morel"

"Iy that an offer now?"
"If you wish to take it as such."
The Homulan tumed towards Spock.

"I thank you for respecting my talk with Commander Korth without interw
ference, Captain Spocks Let's leave now, I've no wish to be insulted furthexrd™
Turming baclk to ¥orth he added : "Unlike you, Bomulans have a sense of honour,
You made another mistake, Sire Now I'1l report to my Government that we were
right to join the Yederation.!

Mhy?" asked a puzzled Klingon.

"Because we could never trust allies like yourselves. Sconer or laler you
would betray us if it suited you.!

The Klingon hid hisg dismay at his failure to atiract the flomulans to the
Klingon side.

Wou may be a strong race, Commandeir, but you won't like association with
weak people like Humans,"

"I've no intention of associating with thems. Barth is a minor problem we'll




75

get rid of soon. A word of warning, Commonder Korth., Any Klingon ship
in Iomulan territory will be treated as enemy on slght, and caplured
or destroyed."

"le understand cach other, Commander. If we meet in combal one day,
we'll have a beautiful warl®

"There's no such thing as a beautiful war,” stated Spock stemly,
"and a war with the Klingon Empirve is unpecessary. Sooner or later
your conquests will be =mo distan®t that you won't be able to control them.
They will turn on you and défeat you,"

"ind you'll let them do it all," said Korth with contempt. "That day
isn't near yet! In your place, Captlain Spock, I'd have captured or destroyed
enemy ships in Klingon space, as Commander Tal would have done. Your allisnce
is doomed,™

"o destroy your two ships would be illogical," replied Spock calmly,
"you couldn't give your report on the Romulans to your Covernmenbt. I was
instructed to tell you that the Federation is running out of patience and
might take measures to stop your incursions into its spacem

Speck got up to signal the end of the talk and zdded:

"I see no purpose in further discussions. The repair to the other ship
should be complete by now. We'll escort you to the edge of Federation
tercvitory, " _

"How do I know you won't follow us to discover our worlds?!
"You have my word," said Spock simply.

The Klingon stared at him in amazement, unbelieving and purzled,
Commander Tal smiled,

"You cen believe Captain Spock's word, Sir, which is more than could
be said for yoursl So you sce, we chose the right slliesg,"

© Korth glared at them, but said nothing and the beaming exchange took
place again without incident.

Once aboard the Enterprise, Commander Tal commented furthers:

"I see your point, Captain. Once the Hmpire is overstretched, revolts
will begin and the Federation can help to topple the Klingons with minimum
involvement, "

"A simple and logical deduction," said Spock,

"I'm starting to see some merit in your logic," Tal agreed. "I wish T
could see the logic of involvement with Earth though, While we're escorting
the Klingons, may I visit your ship at times and cbserve the experiment for
myself?!

Spock agreed, although it would cause more problems for Security. The
Iormulans would have to be watched in case of lrouble with the crew. Kirk
warned his Captain that the Romulan Officer's disdain of Humans and
his friendship with the Vulcan officers and with Gav and Thelin would unset
the Human crew. Spock agreed, but the visits would only be during the next
few days, mnd he'd try to escort Tal as often as posuzible, or have a Vulcan
officer in attendance, Thanks to those procautions clashes were minimised
and peace safeguarded,

As soon as the Klingon ships had becn seen out of federation space,
Commander Tal beamed abonrd the Interprise and went to Snock's cunrters.
Kirk happened to be there and Tail didn't like it, but made no comment.
He thanked Spock for his hospitality and conbinueds

"I don't envy you the bask of commanding a Human crew. Afler what T've
seen and my son's reporh, I trust thet the experiment will fail,n

"My aim is to make it successiul," replied Speck mildly,

H B 4 " . elen - 2 '
"Sorry ‘o disagree with you on this, Captain, but for the rood of the
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for himsell what lhwnans are worth."

"I regret your attitude, Commander. Do you really believe that I'd hefriend
Commander Kirk if he was worthlessi®

"o, he may be an exception, with a few others, which changes nothing,"

"You'tre entitled to your opinion, Commander. "hank you for your assistance
with the Ilingons."

Spock didn't prolong the argument and escorted the Romulan to the transporter
room with Kizk.

Wave g safe journey home," said Kirk politely.
"Live long and prosper," added SBpocks

"Thank you, Capbtain, Commander, my best wishes for your next assignment,"
replied the Romulen with egqual politeness. The fact that he had included Xirk
was a hopeful sign, but it was practically certain he had done so in deference
to Spocke.

The two ships now separatbed and Spock gave oxders to proceed to ‘uadrant 7
for their original mission.

The Enterprise had Jjust started patrolling tuadrent 7 when the assassin struck
agoeine Kirk was on duty with Sirak when the thought that Spock was hurt avpeared
in his mind, He was trying to concentrate on it to discover if his imagination
was playing tricks when Tal arrived on the brid ge ond asked if he could talk to
him in private. Impatiently, Kirvk vebuked him, he wanted no distraction. Tal
insisted, refusing to take no for an answer, which was odd alter his recent
strict obedience. Exasperated, Kirk followed him to the 1ilt,

"Tt's the Captain, he's hurt and osked me to fetch you,” sald Tal as soon
gz the 1ift doors had closed,

"Why didn't you say so before?" snapped Kirk unreasonably. "Where is he?
What happened? Have you called the doctox?"

"o, the Captain doesn't want a doctor. le specifically asked me to find
you. "

This bhardly made senge snd Kirk follewed Tal in haste, Ile found Spock in a
small store room near Inginecring; a metal rack had [allen on top of him. e
was struggling Lo get free and had nearly succeeded when Tal had found him,
Refusing assistsence, Spock had sent the Romulan for Kirxce It didn't take long
for the two officers to free their Captain completely as Kirk gave vent to anger:

"Have vou gone mad, Spodk? Vhy didn't you give the alarm nnd get help at
once? Thig could have been a nasty accident,!

"It was no accident,!" astated Tal, "There was an explosive device ncar the
Captain and I managed to dispose of it in time, but it was a near thing.,"

"Then the more reason to give the alarmi" said Kirk angrily, as he helped
his Captain up. "You've several broken ribs by the look of it, lucky your head
was clear, What happened?"

T came through here on my way to an inspection of imgincering. I sensed
someone behind me, but didn't have time to turn bhefore the rack fell and T had
other problems when I saw how fast I had to get out before the device exploded.,"

"Did you see who it was?"

"o, T do not have eyes at the back of my head,., Keep at my side, I'11
manage to walk wnaided. Lieutenant Tal, you may go, and not a word to anyone.”

"o, Sir, you can count on me."

Unable to make him change hig mind, Kirk had no choice but to wall by Spocl,
helping him when no-one was aboutb.

"May I hide in your guarters for s while, Jim?"




77
"If you mugte How long con a Starship Captain hide? You're insanel

He helped him to the bed very gently though, not happy about the
Vulcan's obvious discomfort. "You need a doctor, I can'd do miCheees"

"I know, Jim, call McCoy. Dre Syvik wouldn't appreciate baving to
keep this out of recoxds."

"Spock,are you sure you didn't get a bad knock on the head which made
you delirioust!

The Captain explained haltingly: "I received strict orders from
Starfleet ‘o abendon the experiment if another attempt was made on my life.™

Kirk made no furtherprotest and called McCoy on a plausible pretext,
He alsco called Senak and asked him to check the store room where a rack
had acciflentally fallen. McCoy attended to his patient with the usual
grumbles,

"ou should be in sickbay, Captain, where I could keep an eye on you."
"How long before I can move normally?"

At least two days, if you stay flat on your back,"

"You know that ig impossible, Doctor, I'm on duby in two hours."

MeCoy,ewho had bheen told of the need to keep quiet, swore profusely,
then his anger abated and he sat on the bed,

"Captain, if I were you, I would tell Humans to go to hell in no
ucertain termsi"

"So would I," agreed Kirk. "I tried to get Spock to give up, you can
guess his answer,"

"Between a stubborm Vulcan and a stubborn Human, 1'11 be old belore
my time!.Now I've to lie to my Chief and Dr, Syvik is no easy Vulcan to
Tie o.M

"I count on you, doctor," said Spock, "end thank you for your
assisg tance "

"I'l1l come back tonight to checlks "Take those pills, and don't move
fagt, Jim, call me if necessary at any time."

The doctor had just left when Senak called by intercom aslking for
 the Captaine The Chief Imgincer wzeported that someone unknown had been
manufacturing a bomb in the store room,

"It looks as though the fall of the rack disturbed whoever it was,
therefore, he left traces of his occupation,"

Bpock thanked him and cut the communication before saying o Kiri:
"The device set for me was nol a bomb, just a small explogive,"
"Which would have been enough Lo kill youl®

¥ihig attempt on my life may have been an accident,” said Spock,
"I was in the wrong place at the wrong time,"

"And the bomb-maker took advantage of the occasion," finished Kirk.
"You may be right, but on the other hand it may have been an ambush by the
assassin, knowing you often go through that room for an inspection. fie was
uging the waiting time making a bomb,"

Either hypothesis was possible, and they didn't speculate further
for the moment, with another problem on their hands, The news of the bomb
brought them added worry. If a Party member intended disruption or
sabotage with a bomb, casualties could occur apart from a disabled ghip.
A search for the weapon proved wnsuccessful, which wasn't surpr sing.

The ship was large enough to have many hiding places, and the bomb would
only be detected if set to explode. Spock called Thelin and ordered all
explosives or harmful subsiances locked up and pguarded. He agreed with
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Kirk that it was rather like bolting the door alter ihe horse had escaned
(to use a Human saying he remembered), but it minimised the danger in that
no more explosive could be made,

Kirk wondered if Tal was the culprit, he could have pretended tc help
gpock, but as the Captain pointed out, there was no logical reason for the
Romulan to create havoc azboaxrd the ship. ‘

MWhat about killing Humans he detestst"

"T don't believe he'd use such methods if he had that aim in mind, because
an explosion aboard could kill Vulcans too."

"irue enough," admitied Kirk, "so it leaves the Party as usuwal., Maybe
there are two or three assassins all actiwely intent on murder and destructiond®

It wasn't a pleasant fact te live with, but there was 1ittle they could do
about it apart from vigilance and precautions. At least BSecurity was reliable,
Kirk had further thoughts about Tal though, and vhen he discovered that McCoy
ghared his. suspicions, he had another discussion with Spock.

"Don't you see? The Romulans went to get rid of Farth, see it throwm out
of the Ffederation. Commander Tal made no mystery of that, and he wants the
experiment to fail, What betlter means then Lo ask his son to work on ways of
wrecking it?"

"o you mean that Tal made the attempt on my 1ife?!

MWes, although 1 agree it's unlikely he was the one making the bomb.
Suppose he had noticed that you often go through that room on your way to
engineering. He hides, with the explosive ready, atbtacks you and leaves, then
returns again o save you and appear blameless,Y

MNhy save me if he wants to kill me?"

"ie might not want to kill you, but he might be happy to make it appear
that Iymans made another attempt on your life."

"It's plavsible,' admitted Spock, "but if it was Tal who threw the rack
on me, how do you explain the presence of someone making a bomb?!

"lal may have disturbed the bomb-maker who fled, The Romulan wouldn't

have bothered to tidy up..Don't you think Thelin should hear about this? Or
will he report the attempt to Slarfleet?"

"ot if I aslk him b0 absiain."
"iyhat about Tal?!

"He couldn't contact Starfleet directly, but he might tell his father,
which is unimporiant if no recoml of the incident exists aboard."

Spock called the Security Chief who listened to Kirk's arpuments against
Tal with great atlention,

"yell, what do you think? asied Kirk.

"It's possible that Tal is guilty," agreed Thelin. "im T to assume he's
also behind the firsl attempt on the Captain's life? And on your life?"

"le could be," said Kirk thoughtfully,"what better way of discrediting
Humang?"

"Humans will discredit themselves without help from anyone," said Thelin
with his usual disdain, "Captain, am I to arrest ILt. Tale"

"No. Circumstantial evidence is not proof. To accuse him if he's innocent
would be detrimental to our relationship with the Romalans, while the assassin
goes free. We'll forget it for the moment. I believe my hypothesis that T
disturbed a Party member making a bomb is the likely explanstion,!

"I agree," said Thelin, "but T understand Mr. Kizk's prefercnce for an
Alien to be involved, I'1ll keep an eve on Tal,®
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"7 trust you will do it in am unoblrusive manner,’

"Yeg, Captain. I suppose you wigh me to adopt the special measures
digcussed before in another contexti!

"eg, Mr, Thelin, You may go."

The Andorian left and Kirk wondered what he had meant. He saw Spock's
uneasiness and reassured him.

"] won't ask questions again{ I expect Tal is innocent and the accursed
Party behind it alld Rest until you're due on duty or McCoy will be upset."

Spock managed to carry out his duties, although Kirk felt sure the
Vulean officers guessed there was something wrong with thedr Captain, but
they asked no question, respeching Spobk's silemee about his injury. Thanks
to MeCoy's care, he recovered quickly and if Drs Syvik suspected the Human
doctorts frequent trips to the Capiain's cabin, he said nothing, for which
McCoy was thankful. Gav may have suspected something but Spock's manner
didn't encourage questionsd

The search of Quadrant 7 was proving frultless when they received a
message from the Starship Fotemkinsg.

"Interprigse, we've just picked up a distress call from Flanet M.7
which stopped after a short while. We cannot investigate because we're on
3 clags A rescue mission. Can you look into it?Y

Spock agreed and the Enterprise hastened towards Planet 1.7. Recomls
indicated that this still unnamed word was not inhabited except for a Human
survey team doing a preliminary check before applying for & colonisation
permit. There would also be a number of colonists to occupy the planet
vhile waiting for the permit if the world proved suitable. This was
standamd practice, to avoid anyone else putting a claim in alsoc.

"Beduce gpeed when within sensor range, as a- precautionary measure,"
Cinstructed Spocdk when they rapidly approached the co-oxdinates,

"There are two vessels in orbit, Captain," reported Kirk, "me is an
Barth ship, as should be expected, bubt I'm not familiar with the design
of the otherls"

"Weither am I" gaid Salyk.

The unknown vessel was shovm on the screen ag Sirvak and Tal arrived
ont the bridge and the Romulan exclaimed: "I knew iti"

"4 Homulan ship?" queried Spoclk,

"o, Captain, Orion, It means an Orion party is raiding the planet.
Take care, Orions are ruthless pirates who will not hesitate %o kill."

"I presume it is possible that the strange vessel reported is the
Orion ship," said Spock.

"I agree, Captain," replied Tal. "Plenet M.7 must have riches."

Salyk checked records and reported that the survey team was
investigating the possible presence of dilithiuwm crystals. Accoxding to
Tal, dilithium crystals attracted Orions like honey attracted bees, only
he didn't put it that way. The farth ship in orbit was a larmge one. It
had to be to transport not only personnel, but a lot of equipment. Kizk
reported that it was damaged, but able to maintain oxrbit.

As soon as the Orion vessel detdeted the Mterprise it fled without
bothering to pick the landing party up. According to Tal this wasg in
accordance with Orion procedure, The Homulan added that the Owrion raiding
party might try to steal the Barth ship if they were numerous enough to
man it, or to force the Humans Lo do so.

Spock contacted the Barth ship which proved free of Orions. Captain
Allen reported that the Humans on the planet were in trouble, but he

couldn't heln. His ship was disabled, all the shutllecralt werce on the
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planet and the Orions had wammed thet they would kill as many Humans asg
possible if he tried to use the transporter. This meant that they might
detect a trangporter beam, sc the resvue party should use shuttlecrafts.
Salylk reported that care was indicated, as the planet had a freak atmosphere
which interfered with sensors, communications and transporter at timese. The
landing party included Spock, Gav, Kirk, Thelin, Tal, McCoy, Scotty and Sulu,
plus security guards and a selection of unreliable Humans to Kirkls amazement,

"Should the Orion ship retum, I want my officers Hc be able to man the
ship with a minimm of internal difficulties if possible,' explained Spock
in an asides Kirvk agreed it made sense, 1% was best to have possgible assasggins
or saboteurs away from the ship, not that they could be sure about that.

Salyk was left in charge and the large rescue party beamded the shuttle-
crafts and left. The abtmosphere proved burbulent, but they lended without
incident some distance from the settlement to avoid detection. It had been
easy to pin point because very old buildings, some only ruins, indicated that
an ancient civilisation had inhabited the world at one time in the distant
paste

They made their way to the setilement with precautions which proved
unmecessary. Only two Humans were there, preparing a meal., They reported that
everyone was mining dilithium crystals for the Orions, Resistance had proved
impossible and threats of torture most effective,

As they made their way towards the mine, Tal warned that Orions would kill
themselves if cornered, never surrvender. lowever, the rescue party had the
element of surprise on its side andd the prisoners needed no encouragement to
turn againgst their captors when rescue appeored. The Oricons took refuge in the
depth of the mine, their victims firing, causing the collapse of a few twunnels,
fortunately without casualties. There was no escape for them, so they chose to
die, and to provoke havoc and the death of others at the same time if possible.

bre Young, the scientist heading the survey team, detected {the explosion
and ghessed the enemy had blown the rock up to allow an undewrground river to
flood the mine, The Orions were killed, and it became a race against time o
evacuate the mine and make sure no-one was trapped by the invading water. The
situation was aggravated by the fact that the Orions had never allowed the
Mumans time to take proper safety measures. Some tunnels became unsafle, it was
2 nightmarish situation between threat of collapse ox threat oﬁ@looding.

Spock, Kirk and the other officers, as well as the Security guards,
patrolled the long tunnels and chambers rescuing trapped people oxr helping the
injured to reach a relatively safe level, Kirk came across Tal, vhose ley was
trapped under a boulder,

"You should get oul and save yourself," said Tal disdainfully. Kirk ignored
his words, concentrating on freeing his leg with great difficuliy. He then
helped him up towards a safer level and they came across Kyle, also trapped.
Kirk couldn't free him alone, 2nd was glad to see Tal help without being asked
maybe the Romulan was improving! The Alien assured him they could get oui by
themselves now, he would help Kyle, so Kirvk was free to go back to Lend further
asgistance. He met Spock and seversl security muards helping Humens, 21l somked
to the skin, Spock gave rapid orders:

"Jim, stay al this level snd organise the evacuation from here to the top.
Don't let any Humans get further down, the flood is bhecoming worse and will
gain on us if we don't hurry. I'11 deal with it, only Vulcans can assist me,"

Kixk didn't protest and obeyed orders, but once the rescue to the top was
safely organised, he decided to go down Lo lernd what assistonce he could, if
only carrying injured people. McCoy whigpered fto him urgently:

"on't let the Captain stay dowm there, Jim,"
My do you thirk I'm going backt"

He saw that Thelin had taken no notice of Spock's orders either, and Scolty




81.

and Suluw were just taking some Iumans over from Vulcan securiby guards
when he arrived at the critical level. From the top of the ladders to
the lower level, the noise of water could be heard, lie saw Spock emerge
with a limp Human and ran to help.

"Quickly, Jim, there's another hanging on to the laddeT, but the
forece of the water is becoming lethal."

Kirk pulled the man oul and saw Spock disappear again down the
ladder, He bent over and recognised Gav as the other viciim. The water
novw ran with a swall roar, the current fast and viclent. Gav let go of
the iron bars at the foot of the laddex when Spock menaged to grab him
safely, the Alien had no strength lefi. Kirk immediately guessed that
Spock was in difficulty, the force of the river tearing at his body with
a violence he could guess ats. He looked around wildly to call for help,
but nobody was nearby, everyone busy with their own rescue problems,
Kirk didn't hesitate, he went down The ladder and managed to grab the
Tellaritets arm to pull. Such a dead weight was no joke, nothing
nappened. He descended further and the water slashed at his legs with
a vicious slap which nearly made him cry out. How Spock could hang on
further dowvn was a question he didn't like to think about. Gritting his
teeth, he got a hold around the shoulders, under the arms, and called oul
to Spock to push at his signal. This worked, the Tellarite was heaved
above the water and Kirk dragged him up slowly as Spock pushed fron
under. He realised that he was doing mosgt of the work, Spock was becoming
weaker., Letting the Alien fall rather roughly on the ground, he went
down again fast and seigzed the Vulcan's wrist. Spock was breathing with
difficulty and murmured:

"Go, Jim, I can'teense’

"ou can, for my sake," smapped Kirk fiercely, "I've got a strong
nold on your shoulders now, if you let go, T'LL go toc."

’ This had the desired effect, as the Humen had surmised. Slowly and
painfully, Kirk managed to rob the rcaxring water of its victim, and the
Vulcan helped with all hig remaining strength. Theiin appeared at the top
of the ladder and wag able to assist atbt the findsh., He was soaked himself
and looked down at the two officers lying on the ground exhausted,

"T hate to say it, Capbain, but we must hurry out of this level too.
Can you make it? Iveryone is out ond I oxdered my men oub, shall I call
some back?t!

"Where is Mr. Gav?! asked Spock.

"My men took him, he's safe." replied Thelin, helping Spock and Kirk
up. "I can't carry both of you, Capltaines..."

" can travel," assured Spoclk, "what about you, Jim?"
» i H 1

"I11Y make it, Just lead the way. lines aren't lucky for us, in
future, we should keep clear of theml" replied Kirk with feeling.

Spock's eyebrow rose, but he made no comment and they followed Thelin
as fast as they coulds When they arriwved at the upper level, necarly every-
one had been taken out and they were the last to reach the open air.

Dr. Young urged further evacuation in case any other disasiter occurred atl
the mine. Helping the injured, they made their way to the settlement it
was a relief for everyone Lo reach. Fortunately, the weather was hot, so
there was no danger of anyone coatching their death of c¢old, as McCoy pul
ite

The large space in the middle of the settlement locked like a
holiday camp, with peovnle sitting or lying down everywhere, McCoy reported
that all the casualties were minor, there wag no need o talke anyone to
the ship or get medical asssistance., Dr. Young and his colleagues approached
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Spock and (hented biwowith o penuine freiendliness whidh gove itk some hope
Tor the Humans. This hope was soon to be proved premature.

Spock contacted the Enterprise and heaxd that the Orion ship had not
returmed, Tt was safe o assume she wouldn't. Ile beamed back aboard to report
to Starfleet, leaving the rescue party to recuperate as they shared a meal
in the open air with the settlers, in a holiday mood. The disaster at lthe mine
was a serious set back though, and a shuttlecraft had gone back aboard the
¥arth ship to collect more equipment reeded. Kirk and Dr. Youns were discussing
the situvation when one of the settlers approached them with a smile Kirk
didn't like, He addressed Dr. Young with undisguised insolence.

"There was no need to thank Captain Spock, Sir, we would have got rid of
the Orions soon as we'll get rid of all Aliens and traitors.”

"Have you gone mad, Mrs Ioberry?" asked an incredulous bDr. Young.

"Look around, you'll see men with Orions arms we stole., Hand over all
weapons and commmicalbors or I give the order to shootd!

It was true. A ring of Humans had appeared thresteningly, Others looked
on with a mocking smile, clearly on the side of the attackers. Kirk was sick—
ened to see some Interprise crew members wearing that same smile, but Spock
couldn't have known it would be unsafée to bring down wnreliable fumans., e
handed over hig phaser and communicotor withoubt a word, and the other officers
and security guards followed suit,

"What's the meaning of thig?" asked Dr, Young. "What do you hope to achieve?
Our ship is disableds.."

"The Enterprise isn't," sniggered Enberry. "I gave the order to my men
aboard, and a shuttle load has gone to help thems Captain Allen is in custody
and a boarding party will seize the starship.?

"Your men may encounter some difficulty in their task! said Kirk ironically.
"What "is the purpose of it allz®

"o get the dilithimm crystals we mined back to Barth, they'll give the
Party great wealth and open many possibilities.®

"ou're mad, as I thoughtl'" exclaimed Dr. Young. "You bunch of fanatics
wouldn 't know what to do with themd!

"Je've you and your team to work for us," smiled Fnberry.
"I'd rather work for the Orionsi"

"ou'll change your mind, we've the ways and meons,” assured Inberry. "o
not expect help from the Enterprise, their transporter should have blown up
by now, the Party has reliable agents aboard.”

Kirk bit his lips in sheer {rustration, it was only loo truel Inberry
smiled nastily and riled, looking around:

"Some of your crew here are on my side."

MeCoy, Scotty and Sulu hastily detached themselves from the Humans and
Joined Kirk's group. No-one else followed, Hopefully, some people benmea to
stay on the side of the strongest., Kirxk had the feeling that quite a rew
vatchedy and waited, undecisive, shifting restlessly.

"You won't find so many men aboard the Enterp rise on your side,” maid
Kixk,

"lhere'll be enough to sabotage any resistence and assist my men."

"1 apologise, Mr., XKirk," said Dr., Young sadly, "It seems that my
colleagues and I were abosxrd a ship infested by the rarty. L wish the Orionsg
had wondh

"You're a trailtor to the Human racel snapped Inberry angrily.

"If the Human race means vou," said Kirk, "('1) apply for Alien national ity




at oncel"

"mgutts from traitors dont't bother me," replied Enberry, not
riging to the bait, Using Kirk's communicator, he called the Tnlerprise,
agking if the take-over had bheen successiul,

Weg and no" replied a rather strained Human voice, "We've control
of the ship. The transporter was damaged by a bomb to avoid interference,
ve'lre repairing it nows Most of the Humen traitors are in the brig,"

"hen what's wrong?!

"The hridge is sealed off, we can't do anything, it has its own
geparate life support unit. A1l we can do is starve them out."

Inberry swore and asked: "Can you operate the ghip from suxiliary
control?"

"e're checking, we certainly can't move her from here,"
"We have an advantage, the hostages down here,and in the brig,"
"Prue, the bridge is Listening in, so they know,"

"Indeed I do," said Spock's calm voice, "Mr. Enberry, what do you
intend to do with my crew?"

"Humans can Join us or die. ALY Aliens will die of course.”
"And he calls himgelf Human,'" said McCoy in disgust.

"ibr once I agree with you, Dre. McCoy," sald Spodk, "I do not believe
Mre Enberry is a credit to your race, However, wilth my crew at stake, I'm
willing to make what you call a deal with you, Mr. Enberry.,"

My dezal? You must be jokingl!

"uleans do not Joke., I shall let you have my ship if you let my crew
have the disabled Farth ship to repair and use to reach a Starbase.!

"] already have your shipi"

Wegative, First, my officers and I are Vulcan, you cannot starve usg.
Becond, I've control of the gelf destruct mechanism and can destroy the
Enterprise at any time T choosel.”

Inberry swore profusely again and asked his stooge aboard to check.
The man replied in g strangled voice:

Tt ts true, he can do as he says.!
"Can't you stop him or the procesga?"

Mouldn 't kmow where to start! The Vulcan prisoners won't help,
they're not easily intimidated,!

"If you think I'm going to let you go after this, you're mistalken,
Captain Spocki? shouted an infuriated Inberry.

"T never asked for my life," rveplied 3nock in his calm voice, "Tet
my men go [ree snd T'1l be your prisoner."

"Spock, nod" protested Kirk, "he'll kill yoult

"My duty is to my crew and you know it, Jime. Being condemned to death
by the Party, I assume Mre linberry will be delighted to carry the executbtion
outa"

Wou bheti" gloated the man. "Anyway, what's Lo stop me from destroyving
the Barth ship ofterwards?!

"LE you do, the Mterprise will blow up also, 1've already programmed
the master computer to this cond,!

Wou think of everything, vou Vulcan devill llow do T know vou won't
trick me and destroy the ship anyway?"
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"Wou heve my word as o Vulcan and as a Starship Captaine IF you keop o
our agreement, so will I,M

Wery well, T agree," said Inberry, not realising how eagily he believed
the Vulcane.

"One more thing, Commander Kirk will also go aboard the Farth ship,'" sald
Spoclk. '

Meverl [le's condemned bo dealh also and will share your fatel' protested
Enberry.

UTn that casesess”

"o, Spock, don't change anything on my behalf, please," begged Kirk, "I'd
rather die with you than live knowing I belong to o race of assassins,”

"Well, Caplain, do you agree?!" asked HEnberry with triwmph in his voice.

"I agree," replied Spock tonelessly.

"hen you will go the the Barth ship with your officers and be beamed down
at onoe,"

It was only a few minutes later that Spock appeared and Joined Kirk with
hig usuval calm dignitye. The transporter hunmed again and the senior Vulcan
officers materialised too.

"We ask the privilege of sharing our Caplain's fate," saild Salyk coming
forward,

"Mre Saliyl, your loyaslty is misplaced on this occagion,'" said Spock severely.
"VYou and your colleagues are needed to operate the Earth ship. Please
go at once."

"Beam them back! ordered Inberry indifferently. "As long as I've the
Captain and Commander Kixk I don'l care.™

"T demand the right to stay with the Captain," stated Thelin,

Miight as well join in," said MeCoy with a shrug, "what do you think,
Scotbtyr"

"I'm with you, doctor, I prefer lo die with Alieng than live with that
bunch of monstexrsi"

"If they'rve Human, give me Aliens any day," added Sulu,

"Some Humans have a sense of honour, but they're few," said Tal,

He was right, no other Humans protested or made a move. Kirk looked at the
Enterprise group with angry contempt, how could they condone muxrder?

"Your Captain is giving his life for yours, yet not one of you is worth
ite Go and serve the Party, you'll get what you deserve by choosing injustice
and prejudice.”

"No-one listens to a traitor," said Jnberry, in anger, as he slashed
viciously at Kimk's face with the butt of his weapon, Kirk fell and Inberry
was going to sitrike him again when Spock stepped between the two,

"dhere is the merit in striking a follen enemy?" he asked quietly.
Inberry shrugged and tumed away, conscious he wasn't giving a good image.

Spock and McCoy helped Kirk up, he wasn't seriougly hurt, althowgh his
Jaw was badly bruiseda

"Mr. FEnberry," said Spock severely, "I brust you will honour your agfee—
ment and have my officers here Dbeamed up to the Darth ship, or am I to believe
a Paxty member is without honour?!

"Wes, yes, they can be beamed up at once.!

Tal, Thelin and his guarxds stepped forward reluctantly on Spock's order.
MeCoy refused bluntly to leave, on the nretext that he had patients Lo see to.
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Spock was going to insist vhen Kyle limped forward and addressed Inberry:

"hen I was in the mine, it was Commander Kirk and a RFomuilen who
gsaved my life," he said in a challenging lone.
’

Haind it was o Vulcan guard who saved me [rom drowning," added snothern
man stepping forward alooa.

"ever saw any Parly members rescuing anyone,' added a third man, a
miner this bime, "but I saw Captain Spock and the Vulcans resculng mamny
Humens snd risgk their lives for us.'

"So why not lel them all go free?" said Kyle,

Kirc felt hope rising in him, Clearly some Humans drew the line at
murder and the undecisive might follow. DEnberry was so surprised that he
had remained silent, but he now found his voice again,

Wave you all turmed traitors? Capbtain Spock and Commender Kixk are
condemned to death and +this will be carried oul for all of you 4o seel,"

"T don't want to see itl!" shouled Kyle with unexpected violence. "I
thought the Party acted in e civilised manner. The only people I saw
acting in a civiliged manner here are the Aliens and the so-~called traitors.
Are we going o let fanatics kill Captain Spock and Commander Kixl when
many of us owe them our lives?"

"Are you zoing bto let barbarians lead you by the nose?" shouted

)

Dr. Young, in turm, addressing the miners. "Cet theml"

Enberry vas playing with a phaser, smiling. It was obvious that he
thought a few hotheads wouldn't be taken notice of and that he could deal
with them easily. He had the shock of his life when, before he had time
to react, a large proportion of the umans attadted the armed men around
the place. Kirk sprang at Tnberry and took great delight in kmocking him
out flat, taking his phaser back. Scotty and Bulu Joined in the baitle
with enthusiasm, while Spocdk and the Vulcan guards wallted through the
fighters sending some to sleep as they went along.

I no time at 211, about thirly Humans were securely held prisoners,
Kirk surveyed them with a beaming smile, and saw Dr. Young rubbing his
hands with true enjoyment, his knuckies were sore from the fight,.

"aybe there's hope for us [umans afler all," grinned Kixi,

"Maybe there is," agreed the scientist, "I did have serious doubts
a moment agod"

"I'm relieved there are no casualties,' said Spock, He called the
Interprise and it was Mre Salyk's voice who angwexred:

"T was just going to send a rescue party down, Captain,”

"ihat happened? Is the Enterprise safe lrom rebelg?!

"es, Captain, but the cells arve full,"

Kirk laughed and asked: "How did you manage to recapture the ship?"

"T've no merit at all,Mre Kirk. According to Mr, Chelov and Fiss Uhura,
it wasn't difficults With some Iumans they nretended to collaborate with
the rebels, then invited them to celebrate victory and made them hlind
drunk' as I believe the corvect expression is. Ure. Syvik is still treating
gome in sickbay."

"I never enjoyed myself as much,!" lavghed Uhura, "To break bolbtles
over such dumb heads was a pleasure,”

"Then we called the officers back from the Tarth ship," continued
Chekov, "and were plamming to make a surprise visii to a certain ihbervy.
T'm sorry to miss that, I'd have enjoyed dealing with himi"

"Wou may still nave that pleasure, lMr. Chelov,! gaid Speck, "Some
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prigoner: will have to be accommodated aboard our ship. Is the tronsporter
operabtional, Mr., Salyk?"

"Repairs are almost done, Bir, it won't be longe By the way, the man who
made the bomb aboard is the one who dried toe blow it up,. iie did some damage
but was mogt clumay and died in the altempt.!

"So we've got rid of one assassin!' said Kirk,
"Beam Captain Allen down," omered Spock, "he'!ll want to get his men back,”

An irate middle aged man materialised and immediately giared at some of
the priscners:

Mook at that bunch of fanatical maniacs) Did someone give them a good
hiding?"

"I believe Captain Spock sent a few to sleep," grinned Kixk,

"Pleased to meet the Captain of the beautiful Starship," beamed Allen,
"Wulcan ship, isn't it? Served my bunch of idiots right for coming up against
that! shall T take them off your hands, Capltain?"

"By all means, see that they are put in cells abozrd your ship and mine,
We'll help you to xrepair your ship and proceed to Starbase ia"

Mihere torture awaits us, but I won't 4alik," said Imberry proudly.

"Porture iz condemed by all Federation races as undignified and degrading,"
stated Spock.

"ihy should youbare if I'm undignified and degraded?"

"he indignity and Lhe degredation is in the torturer, not the victim,"
corrected Spock.

"That makes you properly degraded, Mve Inberry,'" beamed Captain Allen,
"ot that fanatics would understand,”

"I expect all Aliens ave wonderful to youl" miled Inberxy,

"Not at all, I met some dowvnright be... Aliens, if you'il pardon the
langudge, which doesn't mean aoll Aliens are bads T'11 get that bunch off your
hands, Caplain Spock, I'm sure you'll be glad to get rid of such rubbish. As
for the sheep who followed them like lambs to the slaughter, T'11 recommend
clemenpy if they work hard at repairing the ship."

While Allen and the prisoners were beamed up, Spock approached Kyle and
the other Humsns and tharked them for their assislance in simple terms, Kirk
felt elated, not doubting that the batile was won, the Iuman cxrew ghould be no
trouble nrow, ond would come to appreciate some Alien traits like loyaliy and
honesty, and who knows? logic algo.,.. Thatl was more doubtful, bdul a sudden
thought wiped the smile from hig face. Was the asgsassin among lhe prisoners
or vas he or them still at large? Who could be sure with Party men? He was
distracted from hig thoughts by Gav approaching. The Tellarite behaved oddly.
He tore the braid from hig sleeves snd handed it to Spocke.

"Caplain, [ wish fto take my plce in a cell with the criminals," he sadd
with unexpected dignity., "I betrayed my oalh to you becauge I had given a
previous one to some countrymen on Tellar and because I resented your liking
of Mumange You repaid me by saving my 1ife. The sight of the Human fomatics
made me realise that similar fonatics exist on Tellar and T do not want +o
help them any longsr. I didn't understond how bad fanatics could be. The ones
on Tellar must be just as bad or worse, T don't want any part of them. I didn't
like Fumans, and it's a shock to discover thalt I'm no better.!

"he exislance of a famatical party on Tellar whose aim was to discredit
Humans wes suspected," said Spock, "My father sent me a privete tape about it."

"hen you guessed IT'm the one who bricd te kill you, knowing the Human
Party would he blaomed?!
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U7 gaw vou touch the helmet of my space suit before taking your
own, and only understood later that you might be the culprit. I had no
proof, therefore, only '"helin, as security chief, knew of my suspicions.”

"T glso tried to kill Mre Kivk," continued Gav, "again the Human
Party would be blemed and [ was convinced he had lried to kill me fo be
First Officer again, something he wanted more then anything.!

"Tin sorry you guessed that,® said Kirk, "I never held you responsible
for my demotione”

U111 stond court-martial of course," maid Gav, Yand will lose ny
ronkes What I will ask for is the privilege of serving aboard the Enferprise
agnin, even as simple crewman, I might then be able %o explain to any
FParty member, may they be from Tellar or Barth, how wrong they are. I thivk
1111 feel aghamed of having shared the beliefs of such people for the rest
of my life."”

"Mhatts too long," said Kirk gently. "We all make mistakes, Mr., Gav,
and to confess il am you did reguired great courage. I also believed pPexrty
nonsense 4l one time, so you weren't the only one to be fooleds”

a . . -
BT yas.devoted and fanatical member," said Sulu, "I even stiruck the
Caplain when he was helpless, so there's no reason for you to feel that
bada"

"o were all bad," said McCoy gruffly, 'so you're in good compauy,
Mr, Gave"

"Ttm osure the Captain would say it'd be illogical fox us to look
dovn. on you,' added Scotty.

"his mekes me feel even more ashamed," mummured Gav, "Captain, 1
beg your forgiveness and will not hesitate to denounce the Tellawite Tarty
at my trial.?
. "higs will be of assistance, because I do nol believe we had proof
before," said Spocks "T will recommend clemency for yourself and for the
Huneng who turned against the Party. You were brainwashed into believing
wmbriths and hod no way of checking for the Lruth, You'll be welcome shoard

v ’

my ship at any time in any capacity.”

Mhank you, Sir, I'11 remember.®

"r, Yhelin, beam up with Mr. Gav, he's {to be confined to his
quarters for the duration of the journey to Starbase 1.M

They watched them dematerialise and Spock tumed to Kirl,

"Trve great sptisfaction in appointing you First Officer again, Jim,
and do not believe Admiral Tholev will be able to change it."

"o, not with a loyal crew againgt oll odds," smiled Kirk. "You've
done it aguin, Spockd!

Mot tTY, 'we!'," corrected Spock, "™id you know that T blulfed Inberry?
You bausht me that."

Mlow?"

Mhen I said the Enterprise would blow up if they fired at the Torth
shipe It wasn't true.”

"1 had my suspicions," grinned Kirk, "but wasn't sure., Glad on Darih
trait was of usel"

"ou see, Caplbain, there's not only logicd' exclaimed McCoy.

"Tndeed not, Doctor, with you there is haxdly any," countered Spoclk.

"hy, whal have I done now?"

"1t wes harmlly Jogicad to wizh to stay with Jim and I, doctor, under
the pretext thai you had patients fto attend to. Ymberwey wouldn't have

minded killing you as well,"
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"Not logical, was it? And where was the logic in giving yourself up to
save your cirew, when it meant you were commititing suicide? I call that emotion,
Capltain."

"Really, doctor, do you have *to insuld met!

Kirkk started to laught helplessly. He couldn't stop it whem he noticed the
astonishment on Dr, Youns and his colleagues' Laces around them,

"I thought Dr. lMcCoy was devoted bto the Captain," said Dr, Young. "You
should have heard him worrying vhen he was still down in the mine,"

"I was worrying about Jim," corrected McCoy sharply. "A mere flood ean't
et a computers”

"atch it, PBones," reprimanded Kirk.
Spock was quite unruffled as he saids "fThank you, Doctor.™

Kirk winked at Dr, Young who smiled in understanding. McCoy saw the exchange
and glared at Kirk, then let his good nature win and relaxed into a grine

The next few days were busy oness. The Tarth ship had to be repaired and
Kirk marvelled at the new spirit of collaboration and acceplonce between Aliens
end Humans abcoard both vessels and on the planet where the miners were being
helped to clear away the mines, Kirk also came 4o like Captain Allen who didntt
hesitate to tell tales of how horrvible some Aliens he had met had proved to be,
but always came up with equally bad or worse things aboul some Humans he had met.
His pet hate was fanatics and he was horrified that his crew had proved 4o be
allied with the Party. His telling off had some members still shaking in their
ghoesd

Above all, Kirtk was overjoyed to he First Officer again and share command
’ L X, = .
with Spock. The Captain nearly smiled ot his apprecistion of the commond chair,

The repairs to the Iarth ship finished, the lwo vessels left Planet M.7 and
ite irhabitants to the task of re-opening the mine and proceeded to Gtarbase 1,
There was more time for Kal-Toya now when the crew felt united al last. Iiven
Tal and Sulu were seen talking animatedly in the rec xroom,

However, Kirk sensed some pre~occupation in his Captain and wondered. One
evening, alter the pleasure of achieving a draw at Kal-Toya, he decided to
tackle the subjectle.

"Is anything on your mind? Can I help?"

"I do not think so. It concermns Thelin asctually."

"ook, Spock, you're not thinking of the time when you could tell him about
Gav but couldn't tell me, are you? I realise you couldn't betray your tirst
OfficeTesss”

"My main reason in not telling you was to protect you, Jim. Thelin could
hide hig suspicions, T was afwrald that if T told you, you would walch Gav with
such insistence and show your feelings so much that he would guess why and leill
youa "

"ou were xight, I would have found it difficult to hide what T thought of
a First 0fficer who belrayed his Captain,"

"eoo Besides, Tal wmight have been the culprit and saebotaged my suit scon
efter coming aboafd for smimilar reasons. My pre-occupatbion has nothing to do
with that, T knew you'd understand,"

"Thankss Mre Thelin is a loyal officer, and his altitude towards Humansz
has slightly improved, Why the concern?®

"I've thought of a plan which might achieve full membership of the
Pederation for Earith," said Spock slowly.

"Oh2Y said Kirk without entlhmsiasms "With people like Fnberry about, are
you sure it's wige?!

"Jim, have you forgotten it was our aim?"
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"o, but I've my doubtsa"

"Yet you said yourself that the Interprise experiment was a success,
we've a good crew once againe

9T know, but it takes such a long time... However, do you want Lo tell
me your plan? Can I help?"

"o, but Thelin could. I'm not suwe I can get his support. I also need
Father's support who would in ‘tumm have to get the Vuleon Flders! support.”

"It depends on many people then. What would Thelin have to do?"

"Get the support of his family and people.”

Nior what? If you don't tell me, ['ll go crazy vonderingse...”

"] will tell you, vou may see [laws L do not see."

Spock explained at length and Kirk listened with increasing attention,
then remained silent for a while, a silence Spock respected.

"It might vork," he said at last, "and I see your problem. Hr. Thelin
ig unlikely to be enthusiastici"

Mixactly. I he agrees, I believe other agreements will be easier to
obtaine J'11 call him now, you can stay, Jim."

Miouldn't it be better if I Left?"

"o, Thelin has adowledged what you mean {o me, and you're uy
Tirst Officers You should stay."

The Andorian arrived o few minutes later and ssluted his Caploin, then
nodded to Kirk, his attitude indicating that bhe took the iuman's nresence
for granted.

"3it dowm, Thelin, this interview is to be off records,” said Spock.
- "Wery well, Captain. Any trouble?"

Mo, I need your assistoncel”

"You have it, need you ask?"

"G wasn't your sssistance as Security Officer I was relerring to,
but your assistance as member of the Andorian ruling family."

This surprised the Andorian: "Please explain.”

Hogrth is a secondary member of the V.F.P. because it's congidered
mreliable and retarded and the presence of the Party seems fo confimm
thige Tellar has been member of the U,®,P., lor many years, yel there's
s fanatical party there, Gav gave us proof of its existence. ¥hy should
inrth be o secondary member?!

"he Tellarite paxty is againet Humens, not ageinst Aliens or the
Tederation," replied Thelin.

Maccording to Gav, it's meant to discredit Humans so that they're
thrown out of the Tederation while lellar remains a member, This indicates
a fanaticol prejudice against Aliens, the same prejudice shown by kMarth
Party memberd."

"t like that, you're right,' agreed Uhelin, "It means Tellax is
as bad as Barth, in which case my advice ig to fhrow both outl, they're
{roublemakers,.”

"hat wasn't the idea I hed in mind," said Spock mildly while Kink
bit his lips not to smile. "Tellar has been o saltisfactory member apaxt
from the trouble with farth. T believe enc of the reasons for this isg the
fact that Farth isn't a full member, therefore Tellar looks down on
Bumang and they resent it. Many other Aliens, including Andorians, also
look down on liumans, which increases the resentment,”

" see your point," said Thelin. "You mean that if Iforth was zofull
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member, no-one would be justified in looking down on Iumans ond they might
improve,"

tvactly, therefore more co-operation and collaboration between races
would be aclhieved, as well as better wderstanding."

"You may be right," said the mnderian indifferently. "I don't see the
point of all this."

"If ¥ather agrees, we will suggest to the Vulecan Elders that the
Federation Council should be pressured inlo secepting both Tellar and Zarth
zs full members, or neither. If you persuaded your family to support this, it
might have a good chance of success."

Thelin was visibly startled. "Now look here, I don't even like Humansd
Oh I admit thal a few like Commander Kirk here have some merit, but there are
also the ones like Mr. Inberry.”

HItm not condoning Inberry oxr the Party,' sald Kirk gently, "but the very
reason vhy the Party exists is because Barth isn't full member. I do not believe
the Party would survive if equality was albtaineds”

"Maybe not, but the facl remains that I don't like Humansi"

"he fact ig irrelevant," said Spocks. "i'm asking your assistance o remedy
an injustice, T'm not asking you to like Humense"

"Just as welll Besides, my family will never agree,"
Maybe not, but you could try."
"As a favour to you?®

"If you wish to see it that way. I'd prefer your intervention to be for the
cause of justice."

"Are you so concerned about Barth because your half-Human?"

Spock considered. "It's o possibility," he admitted, "but I do not believe
it . i factors" '
it's a prime factor,

"Wo, it can't be if you say =0, you're too honest, Spock... sorry, Captain,
T was thinking of the past, and T believe I owe a few favours to the hollw
Human, to say nothing of the Vulcan. I'm willing to ftxzy, but my recsuest will
have my grandfather shout for a docher to treat a case of inganity in the
family."

"Tllogical, an officer suffering from insanily wouldn't be allowed to
serve in Starfleet."

"7 hope they seec thati 1'11 talk to my family when I go on leave.”
"Wou can call your family from here,"
"se the ship'see.. Ii's againgt the rules]!

Wikcept in an emergency. I believe we sghould hurry, I do not know how
long Iarth and Tellar will resist the urge to o bto wore"

"M/ill you call TtPaut"
"I'11 spesk to Father first, he'll do the rest.”
Thelin suddenly amiled,

"Ttt's not fair, you know! To set your grandmother and my grandfather upon
the Federation Council ig giving it no chancel!

"The Romulang will prove dilficult, and Tellar will oppose Farth membership
at First, but might desist if rejection means Tellar is also rejected.”

"Won't worry, your grangmother will petrify them, and my grondfather will
berrily them! It might be fun to watch."

The Andorian left =4ill smiling to himself.
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"His regsong mey not be whatl they should, but Thelin hag Improved
over the years.' sald Spocks

"He's all wight, must be if he likes youd" grimmed Kirk.

"Must you reduce everything to emotion, Jim? I believe Thelin
esteens and respecls me and I esteem and respect him. However, I must
prepare for the talk with my fathew, The Interprise experinent being a
success could help if other experiments have also succeededs Leave now,
Jim, I'l1 let you know what happens."

"Good luck, Spock, even if you don't believe in itl"

Having heard that Captain Allen had come aboard atb Scotby's
invitationy he went to engineering where the Scotsmen was showing hig
engines off to the guest with MeCoy and Sulu watching with a smile, After-
wards, they went to the wec room for a drink and Kirk,without discloging
what Spock bhad in mind, brought the conversation round to Earth membershin
of the Federation. He wasn't surprised to see his friends being only half
enthusiastic for full membership, but Captain Allen stated cateporically
that Farth should be a full member to give worthy Humsns the chance to
prove themselves.

"Mhis doesn'ht mean T like the FParty, can't stand fanstics," he gwore,
Mand if any man from the Party did reach a high post, it'd be the fovlt of
the other Humsns, they should stop him," he concluded. "Aboul time the
Aliens had another image of Humans outside fanztical lunaticsid"

"You're right, Caplain, I agree with you," said Kirk,

"T must gob back to my ship. Give my regards to Captain Spoclk, I
won't disturb hime le's quite a Yulcan, wish there were more Aliens like
him,end more Humans for that mattexd™

When the Csptoin came on duty, he asked Somek lo have a private
ghammel to Vulcan ready by the time he left the bridge, Kirk mde no
corment, knowing the resson for the request and that Sarek was on leave
o Vulcan. The other ollicers were surprised, although they were to polite
to show it

"7 {rust your family ism't unwell, Captlain?" asked Salyk.
"My private call is nol a family matter,"” replied Spoclk,

The Vulcan didn't insist and Kirk saw the Captain hesitates thelin
arrived then and slso asked for a private channel to his home world, with
Spock 's approval. This naturally increased the curiogsity and because only
senior officers were presenl, Spock decided to tell them of his projecta
Kirk was gratified o see the support he received and Vuleans could be
trusted not to gossips

By the time the two ships avrived at Starbase 1, Spock had heard
from Sarck that he agreed to his plan and would discuss it with U'Pau and
the Elders, before retumming to Starbase 1.

Thelin had a longer job with his family, but his grandfather under-
stood the justice of Spock's arxpument and saw the whole thing as a challenge
for himself aond lor T'Pau. This appealed to him, so he agreeds

However, Spock had Lo see Lo hig report to Starfleet and to the
prisoners he and Captain Allen had to hand over to the Authorities, le
also had to attend Gav's court-martial with Kidk and Theline The Tellarite's
gincere repret for his crimes and the fact that his near-viclims pleaded
for clemeney on his behalf impressed the judges, as well as his plea to
remain abosxd the ship. ie was reduced to the renk of Insign and. no
promotion would be considered for at least ftwo years, a mild sentence Gav
was very gratefull for. The fact that he had revealed all he could about
the fanatical Tellarite Party had alse helped, it proved he was no longer
one of them and he had given the Tederation Council the proof it necded,
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pdmiral tholev came abosrd the Interprise for an inspection and tried
vainly to find fault. lle did find fault with Spock's gppointment ol Kirk as
First Officer though and told the Captain to see him the next day at his
office. Kirk was on duty on the bridge while Spock escorted the Andorian off
the ship, when Thelin axrrived and agked him in a low voices

"Moy T use a privabte charmel, Mre Kirk? Only don't tell the Captaine I want
to try and get Tholev off his back, My family can do it, but Spock would be
angry il he knew,"

"Jgse all the chammels you like," grinned Kirk, "and T won't tell him,"

The First 0fficer relaxed in the command chair with a happy sigh. The ship
felt good mow. With the absence of tension, Spock and McCoy had started arguing
againe Just as well Spock hed promis ed immunity to the doctor or poor MeCoy
would be onm a charge by nowl

The next day & rather surprised Spock saw the nomination of Kirk as First
Officer ratified by Tholev, who geve no explanations, 'The Captain didn't hide
hig pleasure when he told Kirk. _

Wholev must have beon fod up with Lighting youl" riled Kixic. "Any news
about BEarth membership?®

"7 heard From Father that Vilean haes agbeed o pressure the Federation
Council along the lines I suggested.!

"In that case, from what Thelin said, between your grandmother and his
grandfather , it's in the bagl"

HBag? What bag?!

"Another Human sayingd!

They were in Spock's quarters when the buzzer sgounded and Scotly came in
at Spock's invitaltions The Scolsman locked excited,

"Y-do apologise for disturbing you, Captain, Mre Kirk,"

"outve ags much right to my time as anyone else, Mre Scotts ¥ay 1 be of
agsistance?" asked Spocka

Mr. Sensk ig recommending me for the post of agsistant Chief Ihgineer,
to replace his Vulcan asgistont who is being promoted and transferred. Will
his recommendatbion have youxr approval, Captain?"

"Certaiﬁly, I trust Mr. Senal's judgement,!

"Then it'g in the bagl? exclaimed an excited Scotiy.

“another bag?" queried Spock, his eyebrow raised,

Kire smiled and pushed Scotty out, telling him to go and celebrate with
MeCoyy he'd join them later. ‘

"Tholev isn't plessed aboui the apparent success of the Enterprise
experiment," reported Spock, "and said that more time and proof were reouired,!

"letd say that, after trying to wreeclk itl! Don't take any nobice, Spock, it's
only sour grapesd"

Mhat do you mean?!

"Wetll definitely have 4o get armound to that dictionaryl" grinned Kirk,

Sarek cglled then, telling Spock that the meeting of the Federalion Council
was to take pl ce shortly, and he could have it Transmitted to the ship for the
crew 1o see. Spock agreed and the a ssembly room was soon filled while Somek and
Uhura saw to the transmission side.

Spock and Kind joined the crew bo wabch also and Captain Allen invited
himself when he heamd about the gpecial meetling to be televised.

e sure do gel to see some Vl.l.Ps wilh you ag Capbain,” mumured HeCoy,
looking in awe at the impressive Council chamber filling rapidly with the various
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Councillors and their advisorse. As secondary member, Iarth only had an
Ambagsador and his aides. A large computer filled one wall and acied as
impartial chairman, calling out for order if the debale became unruly.
Any councillor disregarding it could be asked to resign by his colleagues.

Ttpau opened the debate with the thorny question: "Are Tellar ond
Farth to be asked to withdraw from the Federation, or should they be kept
in? If they're kept in, Iarth should be on egual terms with Tellar, i.e.
a full member,"

"are you brying to say that Tellar is to be put on the same level as
Farth?" asked an indignant Tellarite Councillox,

"t 9g on the same level,! stated T'Pau. "Tellar has z fanatical snbi-
Humen Party which is similar to the Barth anti~Alien Zaxty."

"ow did you know?!

"4 member of +hat Party attempted to murder my grandson to discredit
Farth, "

Mhe Tellarite sat down, deflated, The ¥arth Ambassadok got up with a
smiles

"ellar is indeed. unworthy of belonging to the U.f.P. if such a crime
was committeds"

"Tn that case, Harth is also unworthy. Your Party tortured my grandson,”
The Ambassador sat down in tumm, also defliated.

A Rorulan Councillor stipulated that the Vulcan question had to be
gseconded, Mn elderly Andorian seconded it at once, adding:

1T find it a great homour to collaborate with my Vwlcan colleague on
thig difficult is sue. The more difficult the debate, the more rewamding
the victory." And he surveyed the assembly as though defying anyone to
disagree,

gides were gsoon taken, and the Romulans found themselves supporting
the Tellarites they didn't particularly like, against Earth, and fighting
against the Vulcans they liked! The experiments were mentioned, among
them the fnterprise one, and about half of them had been a success.

The debate never became unruly, T'Pau saw to that, Her cutting
remarks, always logical, soon reduced a fierce opporent to a reluctant
agreement, Her great strength lay in the fact thol everyone knew Vulecan
had nothing to lose or gain over the issue, and she never tried to tamper
with the truth, no matter how harsh it might be, Vulcen integrily uvsually
made some races folloﬁ??ﬁlcan lead, it meant being on the sile of Justice.
TtPau's Andorian ally enjoyed fighting for its own sake and getiing the
better of opponents, mainly of Tellarites who could argue endlessly. He
didatt let them have the last woxd, and T'Pau's logic was too much for
them; they soon found themselves in the position of having to support
Farth membership or vote themselves out of the U.F.P., souething they
didn't want.

The Romulans save up them, rather upset by their defeat. The two
champions were clever and didn't wish to upset anyone, thexefore, they
tempered their victoxry with a concession: Farth would be a full member
for 5 years, after which, il found wanting, the situation would be reviewed.
It was wp Ho Parth to prove worthy of the honour, the ball was neally
placed into the Ifumang' campe The resolution also spde war between Tellar
and Barth impossible without breaking a major conditicn of belonging to
the U.lP,

The mession had lasted ten hours and no-one aboard the Internrise
had noticed, so engrossed were they in the arguments. An ovation burst
out of the Humans at the end, and while no-one except Kirk, Thelin and
the Tuwlcan senjor officers kmew Spock's exact role, they knew of the
experiment nows Kirk saw their emotion and guessed the Captain could aslk
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anything from nov on, he'd gel absojute obedience through esteen, respect

and liking, not through fear. They might even come tc appreciste logicl Spock's.
expressionless features didn't fool Kirk who put 4 hand on his shoulder
amicablys

"Congratulations, Spock,!" he murmured, "and thanks for my planet who
doesn't even know what she owes youl"

"yhat did I tell you, Ceptaing" said Thelin on the other sides "My grand-
father had a great time, he'll want to thank you for itl"

"There's some point in logic after all, Captain,™ said McCoy with a heaming
smile, "your grandmother is cerbainly an experti"

What puzzled me is how she got Andorian support,” said Scotiy. "o offence
meant, Mr. Thelin, but you don't care for IHumans."

Thelin angwered with a shrug, quite at ease:

"I'm convinced some Humans have good points, mainly the ones aboard this
Shi_p . 1t

This won him many smilesd

"7 regret my peoplets oppesition," sald Tal without ambiguity, "and hope
itt1l diminish as they get to know Jumans bettere®

"T hope so, too, Mr. Tal," said Kixk with genuvine wamth. "You've proved
to be an excellant and responsible navigator, one of my best in factl,"

"Thank you, 8ir," Tal nearly smiled,

As for Gav, who was now back aboard, he found himself tnanked for having
contributed to the evendt by revealing all about the Tellarite rorty. Kirg was
ligtening with half an ear and wabched Spock uneasily,. Something was wrong, he
guesged at a rigid control giving nothing avay, whyTee.... The Captain granted
leave to the Muman crew to celebrate on Starbase 1, and Kirk organised it with
gtrict -orders for good behaviour and dire threats to anyone who didn't obey!

When the ship was practically deserted except for a skeleton crew %o
maintain orbit, Kirk went to Spock's gquarters. Maybe the Qaptain was tiredesee

"You should go on leave, Spock," he said genily.

"Negative, I've to be at Starfleet HQ in bwo hours. You go on leave, Jim,
there's no need for you to stay aboard."

Mhat's on your mind? My guess ig that you hoped Ezrth wouldn't win full
membership, and that's not logicall™

The Vulcan suddenly looked drawn and listless, as though tired of fighting.
"Tt'm ashamed, Jim," he murmured, "I never meant you to guess.” ‘
"Guess what? Explain,"

The Captain opened a drswer of hig desk and foock out a form already filled. .

"This is my recommendation for your promotion bo Captain, duly signed.
Now~one, not even Tholev, can oppese it now, You fully deserve the promotion, Jim,
and I had hoped to hide the fact that 1'1l miss your acsistance,"

Kizk took the fomm with a sigh.
"You never told me, of coursel Have I a say in the mattexr?"

"Tt'd be illogical to refuse to be the first Human Starship Caplain, Jim,
you're worthy of the honour. I'm sure your ship will become known among the
begt. !

"T'm not old yet, there's plenty of timed Let me think about this, Spock,
don't send the fom in yet."
"As you wishs Go on leave, you are too tired to decide at the moment.!

"Wou're right," agreed Kirk with some surprise at the lassitude he suddenly

felt.“l'll have a few days rest, then will think about the future. Don't do any-



thing until T retume"
"ou've my wonrd,"

Kirk left in a very depressed frame of mind, yet the future had never
been mo bright! His own ship at lest... Bub the Interprise ig my chipd he
thought impatiently, she's mine as much as the Captain's and everyone kuows
a First Officer is just as importantesees

e setlled into a luxury hotel, determinced Lo do nothings bul sle o
for at least a day, Sieep eluded him completely, yel he was tired out
after the long stress of the last missionSeeess He tried strenuous
activities like swimming and boating to exhaust himself into gleep,y it
didn't work. There was no way of escaping the decision he had to make by
sleepingd After a few very restless dags, and nothing solved, he decided
on impulse %o see Admiral Sarek, his logic might helps If not, it would
do no harmd

Hig request mel with a frosty stare from an Andorian lieutenant, who
told him Admiral Sarek was very busy and didn't sce anybody Jjust like that,
he had to put the reagon for his visit in writing,

Kirk looked at the fomm, filled it ouickly and put ‘private reasons's
The Andorian assuced him il'd be rejected, but reluctantly sent the fom
through when Kirk pressed - . hime Alter all, he had nothing to logse,.

Kirk was jJust as surprised as the Andorian to receive the fomm back
with an invitation to see the Admiral at once,

"delcome, Commander," said Sarek in his cxpressionless voice.

"Thank you flor seeing me, Sir, and T apologisee.. IL's a nrivate
matter, so if you'we busy, T can come back another time."

"UInnecessary. Please explain.”

Kirdk hesitated, he had to aveid emolional display! ''rying to be as
brief and clear as possible, he explained that although he Colt he should
accept promotion, he didn't really wanl it.

"I'mogtill young, 1've plenty of time to be Captain. I've enjoyed
wvorking with Spock, and 1 know he has too, although he wouldn't say 1t
Vle complete each other somehow, what one lacks the other has and viee
yersa. We make a good team il I say =mo mysell, and vorking together iz mosi
revardings I hate the idea of giving it up just for the glory of being
Captain.

Sarek had listened without interrupbion and looked a little hesitant,
an unusual thing for & Vulcon,

“I'm not sure I understand,!" he said at last. "iasn't Spock told you?"
"old me what?"

"A possible alternative... I see he hasn't, therefore T shouldn'th
either perhaps,"

Mhatever it is, please tell me," begmed Kirk,

"Now that Barth is full member of the Federation," explained Sarel,
"the integration of Iumans into Starfleet is a prime conceim. My suggeshion
of having training ships to that end haos been approved. Because of tLhe
success of the experiment, the Interprise is an obvious choice, snd the
Captain and his officers have proved their worth in dealing with one
hogtile Human crew at first, then half a hostile crew afterwards, plus
several Alieng,”

Mihy didn't Spock tell me?g"

"He didn't want you to feel obliged to stay and assigt him, you

deserve your own shipe You told him once I believe That you Joined the
space service to discover the unknowne While the Interprige will get
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interesbing and sometimes danmgerous missions, she may not get the mogt
challenging ones, because of being a training vessel,"

"he challenge would be aboard," said Kirk thoughtfully. "Spock must have
wvanted the same things I did, digcovery, exploration.s.."

"] helieve my son might have preferred a scientific carcer," said Sarek
with a hint of sadness, Ya carcer in Starfleet to worc on unknown or new
discoveries, However, he's half-Human, it makes him the best officer fom this
particular work of training milti-racial crews, and he had accephed the logic
of it."

At the cost of his dreams, reflected Kirk with a combination of sadness
and anger. "Does it mean he'll never get promotion?"

"ot at all, Mre. Kirk. I should thirk his promotion to Commodoxe will take
place a few years from now. Once the Humans bave proved worthy members of the
Federation, and are considered as such, then Spock could be promoted to Admiral
and be put in charge of specially difficult missions for Starfleet, a branch of
the service every Admiral has to go through to prove his worth. I stayed in it
by choice Tor many years mygsells"

Sarek stopped for a second, then contimued with the hint of a smile:

"ile'11 have a flagship then, and that flagship will need a Captain, on even
a Commodore. Your long wait for promotion would be taken into accowntb.”

Kira's eyes had 1Lit upe

Mhank you, Sir," he said, trying to keep the emotion out of his voice.

"hink carefully however, Iir, Kirk. Are you sure you want to continue dealing
with a difficult crew and with Alien problems while or a possibly danserous
nigsion? The pressure, the slress is enormous, although the threat of assessin-
ation should bhe remoite now,"

"hat's a definite improvementl" smiled Kixk, "I ean'l honestly say T always
enjoy a difficult crew and difficult Aliens, but it's a worthy challenge, the
guccess of which brings greal satisfaction,"

"Apreed, Mre Kirk, and you're another officer who is best qualified fox the
jobe My son attributes his success to you."

"7 was glad to helpe If Spock can renounce his dream in order to help slhar-
fleet, I don't see why 1 can't. The missions haven't exactly been boring up to
nowd"

'Y doubt that they will be apart from a few exceptions,

MAre you sure assassing are unlikely now?"

Mhe latest news Ffrom Barth is that the police raided the Party N0 and any
Party activity will be subject to immediate arrests. I believe some fanatics
tried to say we might reject Farth in 95 years, bul the Humans seem to hove
understood that it was up to them to remain in the U.T.P."

"About time theoy realiged thatl®

"also, the truth drug we use here at Starfleet can row be adapted for a
fuman wind (it was too strong before), so any Porty member trying to Join
Starfleet should be detected.!t

"Good, we can use the dyug if we suspect anyone. Thank you for your
patience, Sir, I'm sorry I took so long."

"Wot at all, Mre. Kirk, T am gratified fo have been of assistance."

Kirk left with a much lighter step, there was no need to think any Turther,
his mind was mede up, and he could sleep laleXeaces

When he burst into Spock's quarbters with typileal enthusiasgm, the Captain
waa clearly taken aback,.

"You hardly hed any 1e0Veseess'
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NT| was enough for my purpose. Let me have that fomm, please,”

Spock handed it over, his face betraying nothing. Kirk took the
paper and tore it in half in a quick movement.

"and that'!s settled! Any news of the next misesion, or is it too soon?"
"7 had a call from Father and I regret he btold you, Jim,"

HYtm glad he did, and I'11l never forgive you for not teiling mel™

"In that case why did you tear the fomm up?"

"4 pood question I cen't amswer,' Kirk grinned, "but you can. Letl's
leave it at that, shall we?!

Spock nodded, but his eyes smiled so vividly that Kixk was reminded
of the smile in the mine, and his own grin reflected all his alfection,

"Wonder what ghagtly Humans or Aliens we'll get this bime, ¥ he said
Tightly.
"Probably the worst," replied Spock,without irony.

e must have had the worshblee.ss Spock don't you ever regret having
left a scientific coreer for Starfleet?®

"o, I believe my work here is more gratifying. I see Father must
have told you that scientific research fascinatocs me. However, I can do
gome worlk in that field when T'm off duty, not perhaps ag much as [ wantb
to. The demandsg on my time have been heavy recently."

"ihatts an wdergtatenent! Just as well you Vulcans can do without
sleeps Doeg that mean I took up precious time with Kal-Toya? Why didu't
you tell mefh

YHoth Kal-Toya and scientific research are whbat you'd call
recreation for me, therefore, you may have as many games as you want, duty
pemitting. "

Mihanks, T willd"

Wiith a First OLficer who is an asset, T shall have more spare time
in any case."

UTrue, malke me work haxdl!l" joked Kirlke

"You'll he able to go on leave to Earth again, Jim, T'm gratified
your exile ig over,"

"I might enjoy it il the Party is really dead, and I look forwaxd
10 showing you my world, What about you? Ti's wnfalr that you should
gtill be exiledd"

"y Tather hogs indicated thal in view of my recent achievementls, my
genbence might be revised, perhaps even lifted,"

"7 ghould think sol et me know if it's notb done and T'11l go and
ha~rass your grandmother until she agrees to welcome you wilbh copen ammse!

"1 believe you would," said Spock with his halfwsmiles "['d also be
gratified to ghow you how beautiful Vulcan ig."

T look fomward to that. T already gavw o Vulean sunset and o Vulean
sunrige, and they were very beautiful,"

He was watching Spock prevaring his desk computer for something.

"hat are you doing?"

"It's ready, Jim, shall we start?!

"Start whalt!

"Mhe dictionary of Human soyvingos It will be most useful for Vulconm.!

"Glad to oblige, and I'm sure Tones would love to help, shall T call
him?"
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"By all meang.”

The doctor was keen al once,

MY mive you a good one; Captain, for instance: "might as well be
tallking to a brick wall."

"illogical, even a Huwnan couidn't find a logical purpese.in talking to a
brick wall."

Mon't btell me you expect logic in thisg fool" said McCoy in mock desperation
"its too much, I can't stand it any movel"

"Then apply for a transfer, doctor," adviged Spocka

T3 Jim applying for one? le wouldn't to save his lifel So why should I? If
he can pub up with logic, T'll prove I can too if it kills mel"

Kirk gnrirned and his grin was so genuwinely happy that Spoclk and McCoy
looked at him, then alt each cother.

Why is the idea of my death so funny$" asked McCoy.

"Togic never killed anyone, docloxr," stated Spock.

"Mhat's what you think, Captain! Aboard your ghip with so many Vulcans, it
could become lethal through a sheer surfeit of it on poor unsuspecting IUNanSe.es

Seeing Bpock pubt a finger to his lips, McCoy stopred and tumed. Kixk was
asleep, his head lying in hig ams on Spock's desk, a conbented smile on his
]..ipSt

Spock and MeCoy laid him on the Captain's bed gentlye. Kirk woke, but didn't
bother to open his eyes, he was too sleepy. As though in a dream, he heerd his
two friends talk.

"onder why he looks so happy,! mused McCoy aloud, "I'm sure you know,
Captain, only you won't tell me,"

"Jim will tell you L1f he wisheg,."

"Maybe, but it doesn't matter."

The doctor went te the door, then tumed back.

"T wish T knew why, but 1 like serving aboard your ship, Captain Spock,"
he gaid with z grin which gave the lie to the reseniment in his voice, before
going oute

Kirk's mouth opened in an involuntary grine He sensed Spock covering hinm
and opened his eyes, seeing the Volean selile at his desl to woxk. As though
genging his gaze, Spock tuimed and his half-smile aprpeared, reflected in the
darde Tight of his eyes.

"Sorry I can't keep awake," XKire murmured drowvoily. "Kal-Toyo, T'11 win
one day, if it takes a lifetimel!

"Tim gure you will,! answered Spock, "you usually win what you aet your
mind to,"

"And you win even when you don't try told

Spock understood he was referring to Kirk staying sboard and the hint of
a real smile played on his iips as he gaid simply:

Mhank you, Jime Go to gleep now,"

Kirk smiled back and drifted into a deep slumber happily. Ile could sleep
now, the future held no fear, bven better, he was pretty sure it held no feax
for Spock eithend




